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SI GNI FI CANCE

The Captain Tinmothy Johnson House retains integrity of location, design,
materials, andworkmanship i nt hesurvival of itstransitional franme and
detailing, making it eligible under Criterion C.  The unusual single-piece
peak toitsganmbrel roof and theretentioni ntheground floor of integral
| ean-to framng i na four room plan house are significant transitional
features which, when studied, arelikely toyield information inportant to
architectural andsocial history under criterion D

EXTERI OR DESCRI PTI ON:

The Captain Tinothy Johnson House i s a 2 1/2 story, double cell central

chi mey house, two-roons deep. |t hasa symmetrical 5-bay facade with
dentilated cornice and Greek Revival frontispiece, anda ganbrel roof with
simply-mol ded trimat t hegable ends. A 19th century 2 story el | projects
to therear.

MAJCR FI RST PERI OD FEATURES

The transitional nature of t heCaptain Tinothy Johnson House i s evident
fromitswealth of original First andearly Second Period features. The
front first floor right hand room has an exposed |ongitudinal sumrer beam
and chimmey girt, both with quirked beading; (the other framng nmenbers
have boxes with quirked beads.)

During restoration i n1966, a cast iron fireback bearing thearns of
George | (1714-1727) was found i nt hefireplace of t hesouthwest room
The two rear first floor rooms have exposed transverse summer beans with
qui rked beading, but al | other exposed framng elements thereare
unfinished.

The transitional combination of First and Second Period features continues
on thesecond floor, with thenore 'stylish' details found i nthe left
hand, or northern, section of thehouse, as they are onthefirst floor.
First Period decoration appears i ntherear |eft-hand chanber, however,
where t hetransverse sunmer beam front and rear plates, end and chi mey
girts, and flared corner and chimey posts, are al | exposed, and have

qui rked bead finish. The front left-hand chanber has a conpletely
plastered ceiling, with quirk-beaded plates andendgirt only slightly
visible below the plaster. The 1966restoration exposed a 4" baseboard
strip, painted black, on theoriginal plaster wall of this room whichhas
been restored on the wall and fireplace.

The sunmmer beam from t heright front chanber continues through tothe rear

plate. I ntheright rear room it is finished with a rough beveled
chanfer with simple stops. Therear plate andendgirt also have rough
flat chanfers. The rear face of the medial |ongitudinal girt, which runs

Staple to lnventory form at bottom
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fromend girt toend girt past the rear of the chimey, i s exposed but not
f;n|?hedi The rear posts are flared with rough beveled chanfers with
sinple stops.

In the attic, the fram ng of the ganbrel roof consists of five principal
rafters with butt-cog cormon purlins, and ridge pole. The ganbrel peak i s
formed by a single curved piece of wood, an unusual and early feature.

OHER SI GNI FI CANT  FEATURES

Second Period features that appear to be contenporary with those that are
First Period instyle include two long horizontal raised-field panels wth
very deep feathers over the fireplace inthe right first-floor room The
4 1/2 wide fireplace opening i s surrounded by a nol ded board without a
mantel. Qher Second Period features inthe roomwhich nay be part of the
original construction are deep windows with sliding shutters, panel ed
sides and soffits, and wainscotting with nolded chair rail and baseboard.

The left front roomwas evidently the original parlor, as i tisentirely
finished inoriginal early Second Period work. The ceilings are plastered
and the fram ng nmenbers are hidden, except for the barely visible chimey
girt, which i s boxed and covered with heavy nolding. Raised-field
paneling covers the fireplace wall exceFt for the slightly recessed
section over the mantel. Bolection moulding simlar to that at the Parson
Barnard House (and possibly by the same hand [ 1]) surrounds the slightly
recessed fireplace opening, surnmounted by a narrow mantel piece. The room
al so has deep windows with folding shutters and panel ed soffits.

O the second floor, nuch Second-Period finish appears, including _
raised-field paneling on the fireplace walls, and heavy bolection nolding
around the fireplace of the front left chanber.

H STCR CAL | NFCRVATI CN

The present house i sthe third on the propertr; visual analysis datesit

to ca. 1720. The earlier two houses were built in 1704 and 1708; at |east
one was probably built by Timthy Johnson, who bought the land in 1704

The stylish- ness of the current, third house reflects the rising fortunes
of Tinothy Johnson, who becane one of the nost promnent nen in North
Andover, serving as an officer (he becane Captain in 1737) in the 1745
Loui sburg expedition under Pepperell, representative to the General Court
for five terms, and noderator of the town neeting for many years. Besides
being one of the major |andowners i n North Andover, he was one of the
first settlers of Concord, NH Were he owned a house. 2] His son

Col onel Sanmuel Johnson, inherited the house in 1771. Col. Johnson was an
officer inthe Revolutionary Vér, active in nmany canpaigns, including the
Battle of .Saratoga. Subsequent heirs to the property were prom- nent nen
in their community. The nost notable was the Reverend Sanuel Johnson, a

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Lynn preacher known for his abolition work (in 1846 he and his friend Rey,
Samud Longfellow compiled "Hymns of the Spirit") and volumes on oriental
religions. 3 The house remained in the Johnson family until 1918.

NOTES

1 Qumm ngs, The Franed Houses of Massachusetts Bay, pp. 189-90.

2 Ceorge WIlliams Pierce, "The Captain Tinothy Johnson Honest ead",
Massachusetts Magazine, 3 (1910): 95-96; deed research by S. F.
Rockwel | and son Forbes (N Andover HS.)

3 Pierce, pp. 95-98.

Staple to Inventory form at bottoi
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