
FORM "A - AkEA 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET, BOSTON, MA 02116 

Photos (3"x3" or 3"x5" black 
& white) Indicate on back 
of each photo s t reet addresses 
for bui ld ings shown. Staple to 
l e f t side of form. 

' ' DEC t « 1*9 
Area Letter Form numbers in th i s Area 

V 1 6 73 , 1 S5C - 1853 

Town V/orces t e r 

Name of Area ( i f any) Beaver Street 

H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

Present Use r e s i d e n t i a ] . 

General Date or Period c a . l 9 1 6 

General Condition v e r y good t o 

e x c e l l e n t 

Acreage .66 Acres 

Recorded by M i c h a e l S t e i n i t z 

Orqanization MHC 

Date December 1988 

Sketch Map. Draw a general map of the 
area ind icat ing propert ies w i th in i t . 
Number each property for which indiv idual 
inventory forms have been completed. 
Label streets including route numbers, i f 
any. Indicate nor th. (Attach a separate 
sheet i f space here is not s u f f i c i e n t ) . 

See A t t a c h e d Map. 

The Eeaver S t r e e t H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i n c l u d e s 5 r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g s and 
two modern ga rages . I t s b o u n d a r i e s f o l l o w the h i s t o r i c s u b d i v i s i o n bounda r i e s 
o f the f i v e b u i l d i n g l o t s o f the d i s t r i c t . To the s o u t h e a s t i s a 1 2 t h : . c e n t u r y 
house b u i l t b e f o r e t h e p e r i o d o f s u b d i v i s i o n . The d i s t r i c t i s bounded on 
the n o r t h w e s t by Clement S t r e e t . B u i l d i n g s t o t h e n o r t h w e s t and n o r t h 
r e p r e s e n t a mix o f p e r i o d s and s t y l e s , and have seen w idesp read a l t e r a t i o n s . 

C o n t r i b u t i n g / N o n - c o n t r i b u t i n g s t a t u s 

B u i l d i n g s : 5C, 2NC 

UTM REFERENCE A 19/266790/4681150 
B 19/266780/4681120 
C 19/266720/4681120 
D 19/266720/4681150 

USGS QUADRANGLE V.'orcester South 
SCALE 5000 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) ^ 

The Eeaver Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, 
s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t 
as a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , e a r l y 20th century three-decker s u b d i v i s i o n i n the Main " 
South area, a neighborhood t h a t grew during t h i s period both as a r e s u l t of 
employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s i n nearby f a c t o r i e s , and as a s t r e e t c a r suburb. The 
Beaver Street residences also represent an unusually well-preserved group of 
Co l o n i a l Revival three-deckers, the best s u r v i v i n g row of period three-decker 
design i n the southern p a r t of the c i t y . The Beaver S t r e e t H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
thus meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places on 
the l o c a l l e v e l -

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other areas within the community. 

The f i v e houses of the Beaver Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t were a l l b u ^ l t ca. 1916, 
and together they represent several v a r i a t i o n s on the same basic form of 
Col o n i a l Revival s t y l e three-decker design. Rem.arkably well-preserved, the 
houses are the best s u r v i v i n g group of 2 0th century three-deckers i n the 
Main South area. A l l f i v e are-.of about the same dimensions, and have the 
t y p i c a l s i d e - h a l l plan; a l l have s i d e - w a l l bay windows, r a t h e r than the more 
usual s i d e - w a l l j o g ; and a l l are clad i n wood s h i n g l e . V a r i a t i o n s are most 
notable i n the roof treatment, and i n the arrangement of the main facade of 
each house. The d i s t i n g u i s h i n g features of each house are as f o l l o w s : 

John Maloney Three-Decker, 31 Beaver S t r e e t . Here the hip roof has a 
gable dormer over the t h r e e - t i e r f r o n t porch. This e n t r y bay porch i s supported 
by s i n g l e , paired and t r i p l e columns, and has open balustrades. The porch i s 
flanked by a shallow, angled bay window. A second, one-story, side porch 

(CONTINUED) 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of area and how the area relates to the 
development of other areas of the community. 

The f i v e three-deckers b u i l t ca. 1916 on Beaver Street opposite i t s i n t e r s e c t i o n 
w i t h O l i v e r and Florence Streets were constructed as p a r t of the e a r l y 20th 
century s u b d i v i s i o n of the Marble Estate, a large p r o p e r t y on the western 
f r i n g e of the fashionable Woodland Street area of Main South. By the f i r s t 
decades of the 20th century, i n c r e a s i n g numbers of three-deckers were b u i l t 
i n t h i s area, as the focus of high-income r e s i d e n t i a l development s h i f t e d 
to Worcester's West Side. Main Street e l e c t r i c s t r e e t r a i l w a y service, and 
expansion of nearby f a c t o r i e s a t t r a c t e d an e t h n i c , working-class population. 
The modestly designed three-deckers of the Beaver Street s u b d i v i s i o n were 
• i n i t i a l l y owned and occupied by a group of b l u e - c o l l a r f a m i l i e s of I r i s h 

' e x t r a c t i o n . The f i r s t owner of 31 Beaver S t r e e t , John Maloney, ran a k i n d l i n g 
wood business. John Foley, f i r s t owner of 35 Beaver S t r e e t , was a machinist. 
Thomas Whalen, f i r s t owner of 37 Beaver Str e e t , was a l a b o r e r . Other members 
of the Whalen f a m i l y r esident here included N e l l i e , a stenographer; Mary, an 
assembler; and E l i z a b e t h , a phone operator. Early r e s i d e n t s of 39 Beaver 
Street included James Ferguson, a diemaker; Thomas Murphy, an e l e c t r i c i a n ; 
and Charles Perry, a pork packer. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Worcester D i r e c t o r y , Worcester House D i r e c t o r y , 1916, 1922, 1924, 1928. 

I . J . Richards, Atlas of the C i t y of Worcester, 1922. 

Ji -Callahan et a l . , Worcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981. 
8/S5 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSAOfJSETTS HISTORICAL COWISSION 
Off ice of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: 

Worcester 

Form No: 

i^operty Name: Beaver Street HD 

Indicate each item on inventory form vMch is being continued below. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l S i g n i f i c a n c e (cont) 

i s located between the f r o n t and side bay windows. 

Deliah Melican Three-Decker, 33 Beaver S t r e e t . This house has a f u l l -
l e n g t h , f i r s t s t o r y porch, that r i s e s to t h r e e - t i e r s i n the en t r y bay, and i s 
capped by a pedimented gable th a t p r o j e c t s from the hip r o o f . The porch i s 
supported by s i n g l e , p a i r e d and t r i p l e Tuscan columns. The s i d e - w a l l bay 
window i s capped by a second p r o j e c t i n g pedimented gable. 

John Foley Three-Decker, 35 Beaver S t r e e t . This house has a steeply-
pitched hip r o o f . A recessed t h r e e - t i e r , entry bay porch i s supported by 
sing l e and pa i r e d , square columns. The porch i s flanked by a shallow, rounded, 
th r e e - s t o r y bay window. As on 31 Beaver S t r e e t , a second, s i n g l e - s t o r y porch 
i s located between the f r o n t and side bay windows. 

Thomas Whalen Three-Decker, 37 Beaver S t r e e t . The house i s d i s t i n c t i n 
the row f o r i t s gable roof w i t h f u l l pediment. The f u l l - l e n g t h , f i r s t f l o o r 
porch r i s e s to t h r e e - t i e r s i n the ent r y bay, and i s supported by slender 
s i n g l e , paired and t r i p l e Tuscan columns. 

John Shea Three-Decke: 39 Beaver Stree- Like several other d i s t r i c t 
houses, here a f u l l - l e n g t h f i r s t f l o o r porch r i s e s to three t i e r s i n the 
entry bay. The porch i s supported by slender, s i n g l e , p a i r e d and t r i p l e 
Tuscan columns, and i s capped by a p r o j e c t i n g , pedimented gable that contains 
an unusual t r i a n g u l a r l i g h t . The house i s unusual f o r i t s clapboard 
sheathing on the f i r s t story.' 

Staple to Inventor^- form at bottom 



DISTRICT DATA SHEET 
BEAVER STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT 

WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS 

MAP-BLOCK-LOT MHC # HISTORIC NAME 

8-13-12 

8-13-11 

8-13-10 

8-13-19 

8-13-8 

1850 Maloney Three-Decker 
/garage 

1673 Melican Three-Decker 

1851 Foley Three-Decker 

1852 Whalen Three-Decker 

1853 Shea Three-Decker 
/garage 

ADDRESS DATE STYLE 

31 Beaver Street cl916 Col.Rev. 

33 Beaver Street cl916 Col.Rev. 

35 Beaver Street cl916 Col.Rev. 

37 Beaver Street cl916 Col.Rev. 

39 Beaver Street cl916 Col.Rev. 

STATUS-RESOURCE 

IC-B 
iNC-B 

IC-B 

IC-B 

IC-B 

IC-B 
iNC-B 

TOTAL: 5 Contributing; Buildings 
2 Noncontributing Buildings 
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Unltod Stattt Dtptrtmtnt of tht Inttrlor 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Piaces 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number Page 

Worcester Three-Deckers MRA 
Worcester County, MASSACHUSETTS 

Date Listed 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Beaver Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Worcester Three-Deckers MRA 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Worcester 

DATE RECEIVED: 12/26/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 1/09/90 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 1/25/90 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 2/09/90 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89002377 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

_!^^^CCEPT RETtJRN REJECT yyYjif / < ^ ^ pATE ^tlol^^^^®^^^**' 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and jus t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
cl a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
justification of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
justi f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary justification 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 













Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000305 


