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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
80 BOYLSTON STREET, BOSTON, MA 02116

Town V/orces ter

Nave of Area (if any) Beaver Street
Historic District

Present e residential.

Photos (3"x3" or 3"x5" black
& white) Indicate on back

of each photo street addresses General Date or Period ca.l916
for buildings shown. Staple to
left side of form.

General Condition very good to

excellent

Acreage .66 Acres
Sketch Map. Draw a general map of the

area indicating properties within it. Recorded by Michael Steinitz
Number each property for which individual

inventory forms have been completed. Organization MHC

Label streets including route numbers, if

any. Indicate north. (Attach a separate Date December 1988

sheet if space here is not sufficient).

See Attached Map.

The Eeaver Street Historic District includes 5 residential buildings and

two modern garages. Its boundaries follow the historic subdivision boundaries
of the five building lots of the district. To the southeast is a 12th:.century
house built before the period of subdivision. The district is bounded on
the northwest by Clement Street. Buildings to the northwest and north
represent a mix of periods and styles, and have seen widespread alterations.

Contributing/Non-contributing status
Buil dings: 5C 2NC

UM REHEENE A 19/ 266790/ 4681150
B 19/266780/ 4681120
C 19/ 266720/ 4681120
D 19/ 266720/ 4681150

B> QADNGE V. 'orcester South
SCALE 5000



NATI ONAL REG STER CRI TER A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e) A

The Eeaver Street Historic District possesses integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling andassociation. 1t i ssignificant
as a representative, early 20th century three-decker subdivisioni nthe Main "
South area, a neighborhood that grew during this period both as a result of
enpl oyment opportunities in nearby factories, andas a streetcar suburb. The
Beaver Street residences also represent an unusually well-preserved group of
Colonial Revival three-deckers, the best surviving rowof period three-decker
design i nthe southern part of the city. The Beaver Street Historic District
thus nmeets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places on

the local level-

ARCH TECTURAL SGNH CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of
other areas within the comunity.

The five houses of the Beaver Street Historic District were al | bu*lt ca. 1916,
and together they represent several variations on the sane basic formof
Colonial Revival style three-decker design. Remarkably well-preserved, the
houses ar ethe best surviving group of 20th century three-deckers i n the
Main South area. Al |l five are-.of about the sane di mensions, and havethe
typical side-hall plan; al | have side-wall bay w ndows, rather than the nore
usual side-wall jog; andal | areclad in wod shingle. Variations are nost
notable in the roof treatment, andi nthe arrangement of the main facade of
each house. The distinguishing features of each house ar eas follows:

John Mal oney Three-Decker, 31 Beaver Street. Here the hip roof hasa
gable dormer over the three-tier front porch. This entry bayporch is supported
by single, paired andtriple colums, and has open balustrades. The porchi s
flanked by a shallow, angled bay w ndow. A second, one-story, side porch

( GONTI NUED)
HSTARCAL SAGNH CANCE  Explain historical inportance of area and howthe area relates to the
devel opnent of other areas of the comunity.

The five three-deckers built ca. 1916 on Beaver Street opposite its intersection
with Oliver and Florence Streets were constructed as part of the early 20th
century subdivisionof the Marble Estate, a large property on the western

fringe of the fashionable Whodl and Street area of Main South. By the first
decades of the 20th century, increasing nunmbers of three-deckers were built

in this area, as the focus of high-income residential development shifted

to Worcester's West Side. Main Street electric street railway service, and
expansion of nearby factories attracted an ethnic, working-class population.

The modestly designed three-deckers of the Beaver Street subdivisionwere
vinitially owned and occupied by a group of blue-collar famlies of Irish

extraction. The first owner of 31 Beaver Street, John Maloney, ran a kindling
wood business. John Foley, first owner of 35 Beaver Street, was a machinist.
Thomas \Whal en, first owner of 37 Beaver Street, was a |aborer. Other menbers

of the Whalen famly resident here included Nellie, a stenographer; Mary, an
assembler; andElizabeth, a phone operator. Early residents of 39 Beaver
Street included James Ferguson, a diemaker; Thomas Murphy, an electrician;
and Charles Perry, a pork packer.

B BLI G3=APHY and/ or REFEHRENES
Worcester Directory, Wrcester House Directory, 1916, 1922, 1924, 1928.
I.J. Richards, Atlas of the City of Wrcester, 1922.

Ji -Callahan et al., Worcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981.
8%



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Form No:

MASSAOIIEETTS HISTORICAL COWISSION Worcester
Office of the Secretary, Boston

i“operty Name Beaver Street HD

Indicate each item on inventory formvMch is being continued below.
Architectural Significance (cont)

is located between thefront and side bay w ndows.

Deliah Melican Three-Decker, 33 Beaver Street. This house has a full-
length, first story porch, that rises tothree-tiers i ntheentry bay, and i s
capped by a pedi mented gable that projects from thehi proof. The porchi s
supported by single, paired and triple Tuscan colums. The side-wall bay
wi ndow i s capped by a second projecting pedi mented gable.

John Foley Three-Decker, 35 Beaver Street. This house has a steeply-
pitched hiproof. Avrecessed three-tier, entry bay porch i ssupported by
single and paired, square colums. The porch i sflanked by a shallow, rounded,
three-story bay wi ndow. As on 31 Beaver Street, a second, single-story porch
is located between thefront and side bay w ndows.

Thomas VWhal en Three-Decker, 37 Beaver Street. The house i sdistinct i n
the rowfor its gable roof with full pediment. The full-length, first floor
porch rises tothree-tiers i ntheentry bay, and i ssupported by slender
single, paired and triple Tuscan colums.

John Shea Three-Decke: 39 Beaver Stree- Like several other district
houses, here a full-length first floor porch rises tothree tiers i n the
entry bay. The porch i ssupported by slender, single, paired and triple
Tuscan colums, and i scapped by a projecting, pedi mented gable that contains
an unusual triangular [ight. The house i sunusual forits clapboard
sheathing on thefirst story.'

Staple to Inventor®- form at bottom
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1673
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Mal oney Thr ee- Decker
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Mel i can Thr ee- Decker
Fol ey Three- Decker
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31 Beaver

33 Beaver
35 Beaver
37 Beaver
39 Beaver

Street

Street
Street
Street

Street

TOTAL:

DATE
cl 916

cl 916
cl 916
cl 916
cl 916

SIYLE STATLE RESARE

Col . Rev. IGB
i NGB
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i NGB

5 Contributing;
2 Noncontributing Buildings
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Please refer to the map In the
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