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1. Name of Property
historic name. I owfill Post Office
other names/site number_

2. Lop.ation

Street & number, »Q Appjptnn StrRRt not for publication
city ortown Lowell vicinity
state Massachusetts code MA county Middlesex ,code ni7 zZipcode mflfS?

3. Statfi/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this SlI'nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
BTmeets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

e nationally « statewide Eflocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does notmeet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

ihnal Park .Sftn/ir.e Certlfir.atlon
heraby certify that this property is: Datfi of Action
‘entered inthe National Register
* See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
¢ removed from the
National Register
+ other (explain);



Lowell Post Office
Name of Property

5. CiassificatlQn
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
jiprivate _L building(s)
_ public-local _ district
_ public-State _ site
_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.;

Ola

6. Funntion or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

GOVFRNMFNT/pnst office

7. Dgsnription
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

Richardsonian Romanesque

Narrative Description

Middlesex, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 .building
sites
structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Q

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

GOVFRNMFNT/court house

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation  Granite

walis Qmnile
roof. Slate
other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Physical Description

The Lowell Pogt Office, completed in 1895, isamonumentd granite structure designed
in the Richardsonian Romanesgue style. 1t Sts on the northwest comer of Appleton and
Gorham Streats and occupies nearly al of its 19,533 squarefoot lot. Thetwo principle
devations, Appleton and Gorham Streets, border the public sdewak while the reer and
west devations face paved driveways. Thelot is Stuated in adensdy developed section
of downtown Lowell and is surrounded by buildings of various periods, most of which
have been significantly atered.

The H-shgped pogt office has atwo-story main block, afive-storyclock tower (in the
outheast comer), and atwo-story west addition built in 2000. Exterior walls are
constmcted of mdticated granite ashlar and are trimmed with both smooth granite and
caved granite blocks. All evations are decorated in asimilar manner, with numerous
features that are characteristic of the Richardsonian Romanesgue style, including broad
arches, recessed entries, repetitive arches, multi-textured surfaces, aturret, and stylized
carved motifs on spandrd pands and column capitals. The building originally had two
principa entries, centered on the Appleton and Central Stret facades. Both entries were
replaced by brick and glassinfill in the mid-20" century, but were restored as part of the
recent renovation and now have wood double doors that replicate the originals. The
Appleton Strest entry is recessed within abroad arch, one of three that line this eevation.
This entry is located on a shdlow two-gtory pavilion that rises in a Segp gable above the
roofline. Windows a the second gory of the pavilion are do =t in abroad arch. The
Gorham Street entry is dso recessed within aprominent arch, which ispart of a smal
shallow single-story entry pavilion that rises from stout compound columnsto alow
pargpet. A handicap aoccess ramp was condructed to thisentry in 2000. Thereis a
sscondary entry on the Appleton Street facade. 1t had served as the main entry for atime
and had modem aluminum double doors until paneed wood doors were restored as part
of the recent renovation. |t gopears that the only other origina entrancesto the building
were the two sscondary doorway's centered on the reer elevation (at the basement and
first floor). Thefirst floor entry was obscured by an addition in the mid-20" century but
the addition was removed and the entry restored as part of the recent renovation. The
basement door is obscured beneeth a soop and was infilled with concrete block (date
unknown).

(continued)
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The building hes avariety of window types, aranged in single, paired, and tripartite
groupings. Flanking the main entry on Appleton Street are paired windows with
transoms s in the two arches. The remaining first floor windows over the entire
building are st in tall narrow openings sgparated by granite piers with carved capitals.
Second story windows of the building, except those a the center of therear elevation, are
= in arched openings framed by smooth voussoirs and prominent drip moulds. Sscond
gory windows are separated from those a the first floor by omately carved spandrd
pands. Windows centered on the sscond floor of the rear evation are paired in smple
rectangular openings. Most window openings retain the original wood 1/1 double-hung
szeh; the remainder contain 1/1 wood replacement seeh that were mede to metch the
originas as part of the recent renovation.

Therooflineis defined by a granite comice of small brackets. The main block of the
building is enclosed by a date-covered hip roof, as are the tower and adjoining turret.

Sate roofsare trimmed with copper flashing. The tower retains the historic clock and
bell.

As part of the recent rehabilitation, asmall two-story addition was congructed off the
wes sde of the building. This providesalocation for an eevator, additional daircase,
and additiona offices without mgjor impact to the historic main block. The meta-clad
addition is recessed from the Appleton Street faBade to reduce visibility of it from the
drest. The desgn of the addition is sympathetic to the historic building yet clearly reeds
& anew feature.

The interior hes been dtered somewhat over the years but retains many features of its
original design which help to presarve the historic character. The building was originally
designed with the public sarvice areaon the first floor and postd offices on the sscond
floor. There was atwo-story soece near the center of the building but this was removed
in the mid-20"" century when afloor was inserted to creete additiona offices a the
ssoond level. A number of other changes occurred between ca 1950 and 1980, primarily
renovating and adding offices, dividing large goaces into smdler rooms, and adding
sugpended pand ceilings. Despite these dterations, many historic dements remained,
including wood trim throughout most of the building, marblefl oorsand wainscoting in

(continued)
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two of the entry vestibules, two principa gtaircases, historic doors, trim and wainscoting
of the second floor corridor, mantdpieces in the offices, and plager cornices in many
locations. In 2000 the building was converted for use as acourthouse. All of the modem
aterations were removed and the historic festures were retained and expossd whenever
possble. The huge wood tmssesa the center of the building were once again expossd
and partitions removed in that area(former location of the two-story gpace) to cregte a
large open goece once again.

The Lowell Pogt Office was recently renovated as a Certified Rehabilitation. Proposed
work was gpproved by the National Park Service in November, 2000. The building is
currently leesad for use as a courthouse.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American Stes are recorded on the Pogt Office property, Stes
may be present. Five Stes have been recorded in the generd area(within one mile). The
natura environment of the pogt office property and areahas been obscured by urban
constmction; however, basad on existing local and regiond environmental
characteridtics, the area probably conformed to locational criteria (dope, soil drainage,
disance to wetlands) that were favorablefor many types of ancient Stes. The property
occupies alevel to moderatdy doping riverine terrace that was probably well drained.
Spour candsthat connect the Pawtucket Cand with the Merrimack and Concord Rivers
are dso located within 1000 feet north and west of the Pogt Office. Natural wetlands
may have been presant in the latter aress prior to congmction of the cands  In spite of
the above information, however, the potentia for locating significant archaeologica
resources on the Pog Office property, either ancient Native American or historic, islow.
Constmction of the Pogt Office building (1893-95), which completely covers the lot and
hes a basement, would have destroyed earlier Native American and historic resources
present on the property. Saint Peter's Church (1841) originally occupied the Pogt Office
lot, however, congtruction of the existing monumenta granite Structure would have
desroyed mogt if not all traces of the earlier church.

(end)
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Name of Property
8. Statement of Signifiranne

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

JL A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

_XC Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bihiiographir.al References

Middlesex, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)
Architecture

Community Planning and Development

Period of Significance
1Rfl:A-195?

Significant Dates
1fi93

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

n/a

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
WJ Edhrooke

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.;

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

JL preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested HPCA #6258

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

_X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_ University
_ Other
Name of repository:
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Historical Significance

The Lowell Pog Office possessesintegrity of location, setting, materids, workmanship,
feeling, design, and location. Itissignificant for its association with the deveopment of
Lowell's postd service and its downtown commercid area, serving as Lowell's principal
post office for roughly 40 years. 1t wasthefirst building in Lowell desgned specificaly
to sarve as apod office. The building isdso significant as an intact example of
Richardsonian Romanesque design, and is one of the finest examples of this sylein the
city. The Lowell Pog Officeisof loca significanceand medts Criteria A and C for
listing on the Nationa Regigter of Historic Places.

Public pogtd service in the United Stateshed its dart in Massachusetts in 1639 when the
date Genard Court passed alaw providing "that notice be given that Richard Fairbanks,
his house in Boston, is the place gppointed for all letters which are brought beyond the
sees, or al to be gt thither, to be left with him; and he isto teke carethat they are to be
ddlivered or sent, according to directions, and he is dlowed for every letter apenny, and
must answer al miscarriages through his own neglect in thiskind.” In 1673 Governor
Lovdace of New York st up amonthly postal delivery between New Y ork and Boston.
Thispodtd trail later became known as the Old Boston Post Road (part of today's US
Route 1) The Continenta Congress by then hed dso established routes and offices in the
principal towns between Falmouth, Maine (then in Massachusdtts) and Savannah,
Georgia For mog of the 17" century there was no centralized postd sysem in America
William Penn established Pennsylvanias first pogt officein 1683 and southerners relied
largely on private messengers, typically daves, to rday mail. In 1691 the first central
postal organization was established in the colonies when Thomas Nede recaeived a21 -
year grant from the British Crown for aNorth American postd service. Nede hed little
successand in 1707 the British govemment purchasad back the postd service rights and
gppointed John Hamilton as Deputy Postmedter Generd for America. Hamilton was
ucoeeded by saverd others, including Benjamin Franklin (1753), gopointed as ajoint
posgmasgter with William Hunter of Virginia 1n 1774 Franklin was dismissed from his
position as aresult of his sympathies toward the colonies. Asthe colonies became
increesingly dissatisfied with the British govemment they o became suspicious of the
roya pogt office. Shortly after Franklin left his pogt, printer and publisher William
Goddard established the Congtitutional Post for inter-colonial mail. It was funded by

(continued)
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subscription, with revenues going toward improving postd service. Goddard's enterprise
weas agrest Successand by 1775 there were 30 post offices operating between
Portsmouth, New Hampshire and Williamsburg.

In 1775 the Continental Congresswas organized in Philadelphiato establish an
independent govemment. Ore of its first order of busness was establishment of a new
postd sysdem for the colonies, with Franklin gppointed Posmeder Generdl. Thefirst
Generd Pog Office was edablished in Philadelphia in 1794, but was permanently moved
to Washington, DC in 1800. At the timethe office was moved, posd rateswere a5
follows: 6 centsfor letters traveling up to 30 miles, 8 cents between 30 and 60 miles, ad
increasingly by distance with amaximum rate of 25 centsfor letters traveling over 450
miles. Thissysem was cogtly for the generd public and was still not widely used, most
people opting ingead to hire private carriers. Asthe federa posa sysem becamemore
efficient and sending letters became less codtly, its was more widely ussd and expanded
rapidly. Pogtage Sampswere first used in 1847 but prepayment was not required.
Mailers could sand a letter and have the recipient pay postage upon receipt. After 1856
payment was required in advance. Beginning in 1862, free ddivery to homes and
busnesseswas ingtituted in 49 of the largest cities in the country. Prior to that time,
patrons had to go to the post office to pick up or send their mail. By 1890 there were 454
pog offices delivery mail inthe more urban communities. At the tum of the century free
delivery was expanded to farmers and other rural resdents throughout the country.

The earliest postmagtersreceived a sdary based upon the amount of mail handled.
Lowell's first postmaster, Jonathan C. Morrill, received between $80 and $362 annudly
during histerm. Lowell had no pog office until 1824 when Morrill, aloca merchart,
wes gppointed to the position. Lowell'sfirst post office was located in his Sore on
Tilden Street neer Merrimack, amodest 2/2 sory gable-front wooden building. Letters
were dipped through an opening benegth the front window. When Morrill moved his
dore the following year, the pogt office moved dong with him to atwo-story wooden
building on Centrad Street near Williams. The ssoond postmedier for Lowell, Cept.
William W. Wyman, was gppointed in 1829. During his term the post office was moved
sverd times, first to the comer of Hurd and Centra Strests and then in 1831 to the local
govemment building, known as the Town House, & the intersection of John and
Merrimack Streets. In the 19" century there was a successon of Lowell postmesters and

(continued)
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locations. 1n 1861 James A. Goodwin was gppointed postmeaster and held his position for
13 years the longest of any of his predecessors, maintaining the post office a the
Hildreth Building on Merrimack Street. 1t remained there through severd more
posmeadersuntil it was determined that alarger, more modem facility was neaeded for the
rapidly expanding city of Lowell.

In 1888-89 Congress gppropriated $200,000 to erect apog office building in Lowell.
Severd downtown Steswere congdered for the new building, including one on John
Street, and ancther a the northwest comer of Appleton and Gorham Streets on which
dood S. Peter's Church. In the end the church offered the property & avery dttractive
price and that Ste was sdlected. The church hed stood on the lot Snce 1841 but the
congregation had outgrown the ssmcture and had plans to congmct anew grand edifice
on another nearby ste. Negotiationswith the Federd govemment were completed and
the parcd sold in Febmary 1890.

Three months later demoalition of the church got underway and design of the new post
office commenced. At that time nearly al federa buildings were desgned by the Office
of the Supervising Architect of the Department of the Treasury in Washington. This
office existed from 1852 until 1939, during which time someof this country's most
impressive federa buildings were desgned. Prior to establishment of this office there
was no centraized adminigtrative smcture to ded with federa building design. Insteed,
private architects were commissioned, or competitions were held for individual buildings.
The Tressury Department was charged with managing constmction for projects
nationwide, except in the Washington DC where projects were handled by individual
departments or gppointed commissoners. Beginning about 1840 the Army Corps of
Engineers dso assged with the design of federal buildings (primarily marine hospitals).
By 1850 there was such avolume of federd projectsthat a centraized design system
could not be avoided. In 1852 Boston architect Ammi B. Y oung was hired to be
exclugive architect for the federal govemment; he was known as the "Architect of the
Departmenf and then the "Supervising Architect.” Centralization of the desgn process
very quickly resulted in buildings more sandardized and consgtent intheir architecture.
In 1853 the Bureau of Constmction was established within the Treasury Department to
oversee operations of the Supervisng Architect. An officer of the Army Corps of
Enginears was placed a the head of the Bureau, under the title Engineer inCharge The
(continued)
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duties of the Engineer in Charge were eventualy transferred to the Supervising Architect
and the Bureau of Constmction wes dissolved. A total of 15 men sarved as Supervisng
Architect during the period the office existed. Somewere well-known architects of their
time, while others gained the post through political connections, but eech grestly
influenced federa building desgn during their tenure. Their persond aesthetics, together
with contemporary fashion, dictated the direction of federa design. Y oung was known
for his adaptation of the Italian Renaissance pdazzo style. Alfred B. Mullet, sscond
Supervising Architect, desgned large Sscond Empire style buildings. In keegping with
trends of the period, Victorian Gothic and Romanesque Reviva dyles were favored by
later 19*' century Supervisng Architects. Although William Freret was previoudy cited
a6 the architect for Lowell's Pogt Office, it ssamsunlikely giventhe fact that he had |eft
eh post of Supervising Architect in 1839, and the style of the Pogt Office differs
significantly from his other buildings. Onthe other hand, Edbrooke's desgns are
remarkably like the desgn of the Lowell Pogt Office, particularly the Federd Building in
Worcester. Edbrooke's desgnswere distinctly influenced by the work of Henry Hobson
Richardson, and the Richardsonian Romanesgue style was eegantly employed in most of
Edbrooke's desgnswhich adso included post offices in Washington, DC and Sacramento,
Califomia. Edbrooke was a Massachusdtts native, but begen his practice in Chicago, in
association with Franklin P. Bumham. There he mede areputation designing alarge
number of public buildings nationwide. While the earliest Supervisng Architectswere
very much involved in the design process, the position hed evolved into a largely
administrative snecure by the time Edbrooke was gppointed. He continued to have
influence over the design and final approva but had alarge staff of architects and
draftsmen. During his tenure the Supervising Architect's office produced plans for 86
federa buildings.

The contractor respongble for the constmction of the Lowell Pogt Office, which began on
March 16, 1893, was Staples Brothers of Lowell. Constmction was hampered by many
ddays and a successon of constmction supervisors but the building was finally reedy for
occupancy inApril of 1895. The new building had gpproximately one-third more soece
than the Hildreth Building, with much of the additional goacebeing in the public area

(continued)
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The Appleton Sireet post office remained in use as the city'sprincipal post office until
1936 when anew large Classcd Reviva style post office was built on East Merrimack
Street (NR 1986). The federa govemment continued to use the Appleton Street building
(for Veterans Administration offices) into the 1970s By 1975 ownership had been
transferred to the City of Lowell who used the building for city offices. More recently
the post office was occupied by the Lowell School Department, which remained until the
building was vacated in the late 1990s The building wes recently rehabilitated using the
investment tax credit program and is now lessed for use as a courthouse.

The Lowell Pogt Office isarchitecturaly significant as one of thefinest examples of
Richardsonian Romanesgue architecture in the city. There are only two other
Richardsonian Romanesgue buildings of this scalein Lowell, the City Hall and the
adjacent Memoria Hall (the city library), both of which are listed on the National
Regiger as part of adistrict (NR 1978).

(end)
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10. Oengraphical Data
Acreage of Property less than one acre

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 310650 4723330
Zone Easting Norttiing Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

_ See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Christine Beard. Tremont Preservation Services with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission , date August  200?
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone  617-727-8470
city or town Boston state MA .zip code 02125

Additional Dnciimentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Prnpprty Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.;

name Nicholas C Sarris

street & number. 87 Pevey Street .telephone  978-458-9787

city or town, Lowell .state MA_ .zip code 01852

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U S.C 470 et seq ).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service. PO Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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(end)

Verbal Boundary Description

The nominated property occupies the city 1ot on which the building Sandsas delinested
on City Maps 160, 161, 179 (noted as 41 Gorham Street on Magp 179).

Verbal Boundary Justiflcation

The boundary included the entire lot historically assocaed with the building. Lot
dimengons have not been dtered over time.

(end)



rONVEIX DIinECTOP.Y. 247

ST. PETER'S CHXJHCH.
(kPIUX CITSOUC)
Garhjim, corner Appleton Street.

BCII.T, 'Rev. Peter, Crod<leni Paf.'jr. Patrick Shee-
ksn, Clerk.

Figure 1

1855 Lowell City Directory, p. 247.



Figure 2

University of Lowell Library, photo file.



Figure 3

University of Lowell Library, photo file.
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
August 20, 2002 Massachusatts Historical Commission

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Stret, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosad plesse find the following nomination form:

Lowell Pog Office, 89 Appleton Street, Lowell (Middlesex), MA
HPCA # 6258

The nomination hes bean voted digible by the State Review Board and hes bean sgned by the
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property in the Certified Local
Government community of Lowell were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 60
to 90 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg n
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC Nichdlas Saris ovner
Eileen Dorneghue Mayor, City of Lowell
Débra Grossmen, Lowdl Historic Board
Chrigine Beard, Presarvation Conaultant
Matt Coggins, Lowdl Ranning Director
Seven Sowdl, Lowdl CLG

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state, ma. us'sec/mhc



