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NAIIUNAL Ktlal?jltk UKIItKIA MAItMtNI ITT applicable)
«

The Peter nbar hous uilt by,one of Wl thamis inmportant njneteenth i
and was par of one of I'he P|rst Stibur ban deveﬁ opnentst nthe city. Furth%?%tﬂrey ?tlf'il gers

unusual exanple of a high-style Geek Revival house that was transformed into a Q a
and has sone of the nost elaborate and best preserved patterned shinglework i nthetclty
It possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and
association, and neets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCH TECTURA. S QN H CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate 1n terns of
other buildingswithin the comunity.

Set i naresidential neighborhood of predomnantly twentieth century houses, this
house i sone of two Queen Annes i nthearea. |t i scharacterized by a round tower with a
bel | -shaped roof and a finial; a dianond-shaped shingle pattern at the peak of the front
gable; paired recessed wi ndows separated by a pilaster i nthis gable; and a porch with an
el aborate decoration i nthe pedinent over the entrance, paired and tripled plain and
fluted Tuscan colums, and an elliptical vault repeating theellipsis over thefront door.
Perhaps t he most distinctive feature i sthe elaborate patterned shinglework on the tower
and second story; nany patterns have been used including concave and convex scall ops, a
spade shape, and an unusual Jagged-flame shape. The extant G eek Revival elenents are
nost visible at therear of the house: thecorniced gable, tall rear chinmey, and vestiges
of theentablature and one-story portico. The fieldstonefoundation i stestimony to the
fact that the house has been noved i nthe early 20th century.

HSTGRCAL SGNHCANE Explain therole owners played inlocal or state history and howt he
building relates tothe devel opnent of the community.

This house, which appearstobe a well-preserved Queen Anne, was actually built in
1846 as a high-style Geek Revival suburbanresidence. | twas built for Peter Dunbar by
Charles Harrington. Harrington worked at the Bl eachery but nonethel ess al so nanaged t o be
one of Vadthams inportant nineteenth century builders. | n 1845 he purchased from George
Lynan a large tract of land that extended from Beaver Street halfway to Miin Street on
either side of what i snow Linden Street. He then [aid out and constructed half of Linden
Street (the Town built therest) and built three houses, producing what could be
considered one of Vlthams first suburban devel opnents (see al so 258 Linden Street form.
Harrington believed that houses should be set well back from the street i norder to give
them "plenty of breathing room and t o provide w der avenues for travel (VélthamFree
Press-Tribune. June 1, 1888). This house was originally further back, perhaps on the | ot
now 12 Linden Terrace.

(cont)

B BLI G32PHY and/ or RHHEHBENES

Vel than Free Prgss-Trl bune. June 1, 1888.

V@l t ham Sentinel. My 27, 1864.

Castner, Elizabeth. VWadthamPublic Library.

Childs, Marjorie. Card file. Wl tham Public Library.

M ddl esex Deeds - 490: 261; 609: 513; 669: 122, 123; 885:179; 913:399; 1483:373;
2153: 493; 2154:89; 3296: 323; 3373: 3"0.
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nn”~hlTO3I CONTI NUATI ON SHEET Communi ty: . Form No:

MSSACH BETTS H STAR AL OVESSI ON vl th M
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Property Nane:
Dunbar - St ear ns House

I ndicate each itemon inventory foxmvhich is being continued bel ow.

H STORI CAL SIGNFIG VNCE (cont'd)

A drawing of the Peter Dunbar House on the 1854 nap of Wl thamgives a very good idea
of its original appearance. | tws a three-by-four bay, two-and-a-half-story Qeek
Revival with a pedimented attic, full entablature and the gable end toward the street; the
entrance was on the north side of the facade. There were two wi ndows i n the gable and two
tall chimeys on the south side of the roof. A one-story portico supported by col ums
appears to encircle the entire house. Attached at the rear were two two-story ells: the
first appears to be at least two bays long and have two ridge chinmeys; the second seens
to be five bays long with a center entrance inthe side and a |arge door in the [ast bay.
Beyond this i s a one-story building, perhaps a stable, with a | arge door.

Charles Harrington sold the land to Peter Dunbar in August 1846; an entry in the
Fi ske Journal for Decenber 10, 1846, says that "Peter Dunbar's house [roof] was raised,”
maki ng this perhaps the first house i n Harrington's Linden Street devel opment. (An 1851
house i s | ocated at 258 Linden — see form)

Peter Dunbar was born in 1801 in Brockton and in 1829 was apparently a truckman and
coal dealer inBoston. The 1846 deed calls him a stabler and deeds from the 1850s refer
to himas a "merchant” with Dunbar & Clark, so presumably he was a wealthy merchant. In
1863 Dunbar sold the property to George B Wl liams, a nerchant |iving i n Roxbury who- by
1871, was i n the clothing business inBoston. In 1878 W/l lians sold the property to Henry
Ellison of Belmont, wo rented out the house.

In 1892 the property was acquired by Joseph R Stearns, wo was in the oil business
In Boston. Stearns was apparently wealthy, and he conpletely renmodel ed the former G eek
Bevival house into the present Queen Anne. The tower and porch were added, the side walls
extended out to the line of the former portico, the*two wi ndows i nthe front gable given a
Queen Anne treatment, the front chimey renoved, and the entablature and portico as well
as the tower and second story covered with elaborate shinglework. Sone of the fluted
colums from the original portico were even apparently reused as porch posts. The
interior was conpletely altered, too: the stairwell was enlarged and an el aborate carved
gol den oak stairway built, golden oak paneling was installed on the first floor, and the
original front door replaced with one of carved oak.

Stearns owned the house until 1907; i tthen went through another period of
non-resi dent ownership. About 1915 it was bought by Patrick J. Whelen, a nason who was
located on Calvary Street. Welen noved his business to this |ocation and nade the final
transformations of the house. Before 1918 it was noved forward on the | ot to its present
location and the two original rear ells were detached and becane separate residences, now
at 12 and 18 Linden Terrace. Thus what appears at first glance to be a well-maintained
Queen Anne i s actually a house with a nuch | onger and nore conplicated history.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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DESCRIPTION
Date 1846

Source Deeds * Fiske Journal

Style Groplc Rpvi val/Qn«»pn Annp

Architect Charles Harrington
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in relation to nearest cross streets and/or Exterior Wdl Fabric Shingle and clapboai
geographical features. Indicate all buildings

bewean Inventoried property and nearest Outbuildings  * none

I nter section(s).
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Magor Alterations (with dates) Tover and
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Date ca. 1915
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NAI I UNAL KChi*ltK UKiiCKIA A Ait-MNI  UT applicable)

Though mai ntai ning characteristics of itsearlier formandstyle, Geek Revival, the |

Dunbar House is nost significant as a notable exanple of the Queen Anne-style of archit

The house has sone of t he nost el aborate andbest preserved patterned shingleMrk in tt

city. It possesses integrity of |ocation, design, setting, materials, workraanstjfp,

?nd alssloci alti on, andneets Criteria Cof theNational Register of Historic PJtces at t
oca evel . . /

ARCH TECTURA. S GNH CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features jt*d*evaluate i n terns of
other buildingswithin the comunity.

Set | naresidential neighborhood of predomnantly twentieth Century houses, this
house i s one of two Queen Annes i nthe area. |t is characterized by around tower with a
bel | -shaped roof anda finial; a dianond-shaped shingle pattern/at thepeak of the front
gable; paired recessed wi ndows separated by a pilaster in this/gable; anda porch with an
el aborate decoration in the pedinent over theentrance, paired andtripled plainand
fluted Tuscan colums, and anelliptical vault repeating theellipsis over thefront door.
Perhaps the nmost distinctive feature i s theelaborate patterned shinglewrk on the tower
and second story; many patterns have been used including concave and convex scallops, a
spade shape, and an unusual jagged-flane shape. The extant Greek Revival elenents are
Bost visible at the rear of the house: thecorniced gable, tall rear chimey, and vestiges
of theentablature andone-story portico. Thefieldstonefoundation is testinmony to the
fact that the house has been noved i n the early 20th century.

HSTARCAL SGNHCANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how t he
building relates t othe devel opnent of the comunity.

This house, which appears t obe a well-preserved Queen Anne, was actual ly builti n
1846 as a high-style G eek Revival suburban residence. |t was built for Peter Dunbar by
Charles Harrington. Harrington worked at the Bl eachery but nonetheless also nanaged t o be
one of WAlthamis inportant nineteenth century builders. | n1845he purchased from George
Lynan a large tract of land that extended from Beaver Street halfway toMin Street on
either side of what i s nowlLinden Street. He then [aid out andconstructed half of Linden
Street (the Town built the rest) andbuilt three houses, producing what could be
considered one of Vlthams first suburban devel opnents (see also 258 Linden Street form.
Harrington believed that houses should be set well back from thestreet in order togive
them "plenty of breathing room andt oprovide w der avenues for travel (Vltham Free
Press-Tribune® June 1, 1888). This ho{ise was originally further back, perhaps onthe | ot
now 12 Li nden Terrace.

(cont)

Bl BLI OGRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES ~

Vél t ham Free Press-Tribune. June 1, 1888.

Wal t hM Sgntinel, My 27, ["64.

Castner, Elizabeth. Walth” Public Library. .

Childs, Marjorie. Card ffle. WAl tham Public Library.

M ddl esex Deeds - 490:26/; 609:513; 669: 122, 123; 885:179; 913:399; 1483:373;
2153: 493, 2054, B, 3296: 323; 3373: 3"0,

NMps and atl ases - 185\, 1875, 1886, 1900, 191l, 1915 1918 1923.

Directories - 1871, 1893, 1895, 1901, 1907, 1909, 1915, 1923.
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AT, Hup rm.t on MW gt Atd Style, Greek Revival, the Peter
SI™Mhn AP h™, L L ;r "TS' K ' MNPl e of the Queen Anne-style of architecture,
J1ttJiT. °~the nost e aborate andbest preserved patterned shinglewdrk in th

of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feel

.27t ?2nn 'A"""g"y . . . . / .
neets Criteria Cof theNati gnal Regi ster of Historic Places at

and associ ation, an
| ocal |evel. ,

ACHTECTURL. 3G I?IOME Describe ir:ipertant architectural features and evaluate 1n tenrs of
other buildings within the ccrxiunity

Set in aresider.ti nei ghborhood of predominantly twentieth century houses, this
house i s one of twoQ@e  Amnes i n .hearea. |t i scharacterized by around tover with a
bel | -shaped roof and a finial; a dialcop.d-shaped shingle pattern at t he peak of thefront
gable; paired recessed w ndows separated by a pilaster i nthis gable; and a perch with an
el aborate decoration i nthepedinment over theentrance, paired and tripled plainand
fluted Tuscan colucns, and an elliptical vault repeating theellipsis over thefront door.
Perhaps the nost distinctive feature i s theelaborate patterned shinglework on thetower
and second story; nmany patterns have been used including concave and convex scallops, a
spade shape, and an unusual Jagged-flame shape. The extant Geek Revival elecents are
nost visible at therear of thehouse: thecorniced gable, tall rear chinney, and vestiges
of the entablature and one-story portico. The fieldstone foundation is testimony to the

fact that thehouse has been noved i ntheearly 20th century i

HSTARCAL SAGNHCANCE Explain therole owers played i n local or state history and how t he
building relates tothedevel opment of the cormunity.

This house, which appears tobe a well-preserved Queen Anne, was actually builtin
1346 as a high-style Geek Revival suburban residence. |t was built for Peter Dunbar by
Charles Harrington. Harrington worked at theBleacnery but nonethel ess also managed t o be
one of Vlthams inportant nineteenth century builders. | n 1845 he purchased froa George
Lynan a large tract of land that extended from Beaver Street halfway toMin Street on
either sice of what is now Linden Street. He then laid out and constructed half of Linden
Street (the Town built therest) and built three houses, producing what could be
considered one of W&l thams first suburban devel opments (see also 258 Linden Street form.
Harrington believed that houses should be set well back from thestreet in order togive
them "plenty of breathing roomi and t o provide w der avenues for travel (Valtham Free
Press-Tribune, June 1, 1888). This house was originally further back, perhaps on the [ ot
now 12 Linden Terrace.

(cont)

B BLI G3=APHY and/ or REFEHRANES

Vel tham F°e A °?2?2-Trl bunee June 1, |888.

Vélthar; Sentinel. Nwv 27, 1864.

Castner, Elizabeth. Véltham Public Library.

Childs, Marjorie. Card file. VWl tham Public Library.
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[ NM2%, NTORY FORM CONTI NUATI ON SHEET CoiiDiiunity: Form No:

MASSACH SETTS H STORI CAL COMSSI ON Valtham, MA 174
Office of the Secretary, Boston
Property Name
Dunbar-Stearns House

Indicate each itemoninventory formwhich is being continued bel ow.

HI STORI CAL SIGNIFICMNiJCE (cont'd)

A drawing of the Peter Dunbar House onthe 1854 nmap of Wltham gives avery good idea
of itsoriginal appearance. | twas a three-by-four bay, two-and-a-half-story Geek
Revival with a pedimented attic, full entablature andthe gable endtoward the street;t he
entrance was onthe north side of the facade. There were two windows in the gable and two
tall chimeys onthe south side of the roof. Aone-story portico supported by colums
appears to encircle the entire house. Attached at the rear were twotwo-story ells: the
first appears t o beat least two bays long andhave two ridge chi meys; the second seens
to befive bays long with a center entrance in the side anda |arge door in the |ast bay.
Beyond this i s aone-story building, perhaps a stable, with alarge door.

Charles Harrington sold the land to Peter Dunbar in August 1846; anentry in the
Fiske Journal for Decenber 10, 1846, says that "Peter Dunbar's house [roof] was raised,"
meki ng this perhaps the first house i n Harrington's Linden Street devel opment. (An 1851
house i s located at 258 Linden — see form)

Peter Dunbar was born in 1801 in Brockton andin 1829 was apparently a truckmanand
ooal dealer in Boston. The 1846deed calls him a stabler and deeds from the 1850s refer

to hi mas a "nerchant” with Dunbar & Clark, so presumably he was a wealthy merchant. | n
1663 Dunbar sold the property to George B. Wlliams, a merchant living i n Roxbury who, by
1871, was in the clothing business in Boston. |1 n1878 WIlliams sold the property to Henry

Ellison of Belnont, whorented out the house.

In 1892the property was acquired by Joseph R Stearns, whowas in the oi | business
in Boston. Stearns was apparently wealthy, andhe completely renpndeled the former G eek
Bevival house into the present Queen Anne. The tower andporch were added, the side walls
extended out to the line of the former portico, the*two windows in the front gable given a
Queen Anne treatment, the front chimey renoved, andthe entablature andportico as well
as the tower andsecond story covered with elaborate shinglework. Some of the fluted
colums from the original portico were even apparently reused as porch posts. The
interior was conpletely altered, too: the stairwell was enlarged and an el aborate carved
gol den oak stairway built, golden oakpaneling was installed onthe first floor, andthe
original front door replaced with one of carved oak.

Stearns owned the house until 1907; i t then went through another periodof
non-resident ownership. About 1915i t was bought by Patrick J. Welen, a nason who was
located on Calvary Street. Wielen noved his business t othis location andnmade the final
transformations of the house. Before 1918i twas nmoved forward onthe | otto it s present
location andthe tw original rear ells were detached and becane separate residences, now
at 12 and 18 Linden Terrace. Thus what appears at first glance to be a well-maintained
Queen Anne i s actually a house with a much |onger andnore conmplicated history.

Staple t olnventory form at bottom
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