


7. Original owner (if known> not known 

Original use r e s i d e n t i a l / c o m m e r c i a l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

XX 

XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention -
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Number 2 0 Gray Gardens West i s a Federal 
s t r u c t u r e w i t h Georgian f e a t u r e s . The Doric . . 
entablature and p i l a s t e r s frame the e l l i p t i c a l 
doorway. The doorframe i t s e l f i s Federal i n 
s t y l e . Wide corner boards are scored and pa i n t e d 
to simulate quoins. Use of shingles f o r w a l l 
surface ^ivei> the house a d e l i g h t f u l p r o v i n c i a l 
q u a l i t y , r e i n f o r c e d by the 12 over 12 windows and 
heavy s i l l s . 

The b u i l d i n g , a former t a v e r n , was moved t o 
i t s present l o c a t i o n from Duxbury i n 19 30, and 
res t o r e d by a r c h i t e c t Clarence W. Brazer. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 
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9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Number 2 0 Gray Gardens West i s a Federal 
s t r u c t u r e w i t h Georgian f e a t u r e s . The Doric 
ent a b l a t u r e and p i l a s t e r s frame the e l l i p t i c a l 
doorway. The doorframe i t s e l f i s Federal i n 
s t y l e . Wide corner boards are scored and pa i n t e d 
t o - siattt^afte quoins. Use of shingles f o r w a l l 
surface ,giN/€S the house a d e l i g h t f u l p r o v i n c i a l 
q u a l i t y , r e i n f o r c e d by the 12 over 12 windows and 
heavy s i l l s . 

The b u i l d i n g , a former t a v e r n , was moved to 
i t s present l o c a t i o n from Duxbury i n 19 30, and 
re s t o r e d by a r c h i t e c t Clarence W. Brazer. 
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM̂ SSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Old Cambridge 
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OC 

I I . B . 2 

Property Name: H a l l Tavern 

Indicate each item on inventory form vdiich is being continued below. 

The Hall Tavern-Cecil Fraser House at 20 Grey Gardens West was 
b u i l t i n South Duxbury, Massachusetts, and moved to Cambridge i n 19 30. 
I t i s a two-story, five-bay, center entrance house with a hip roof and 
a central chimney. The s t y l e i s Federal, w i t h r e s i d u a l High Georgian 
d e t a i l s such as the Doric entablature and p i l a s t e r s t h a t frame the 
e l l i p t i c a l doorway and the wide corner boards t h a t are scored and painted 
to resemble quoins. An elaborate cornice molding includes diminutive 
trumpet corbels used l i k e d e n t i l s . The shingled w a l l surface i s an 
o r i g i n a l d e t a i l . The house i s unchanged from i t s o r i g i n a l appearance 
i n Duxbury. 

This house i s one of several Georgian and Federal period houses 
i n Cambridge t h a t were moved f o r r e s t o r a t i o n purposes i n the 19 20s, an 
i n d i c a t i o n of the regard with which houses of t h i s period were then 
held. Demolition of such houses, which occurred frequently i n Cambridge 
and elsewhere between 1890 and 1920, led to the founding of the Society 
f o r the Preservation of New England A n t i q u i t i e s . Among the houses that 
were moved f o r r e s t o r a t i o n at t h a t time are th.e John Palmer House, 
moved from 45 B r a t t l e Street to 11 Hawthorne Street i n 1926 (Old Cam­
bridge N.R.D.), and the Edward Marrett House, moved to Manchester, 
Massachusetts, also i n 1926. The-area to which the house was moved. 
Grey Gardens, was a r e a l estate subdivision of 1922 tha t "provides the 
best i l l u s t r a t i o n i n the c i t y of %he~ domestic architecture of the 1920s", 
The majority of the buildings on th.e 8 1/2 acre t r a c t were b u i l t between 
1922 and 1930, arid a i l are Georgian Revival. The Hal l Tavern i s , not 
s u r p r i s i n g l y , t±ie most authentic and s'ophisticated of the l o t . 

The Hall Tavern meets C r i t e r i o n C as s i g n i f i c a n t l y representative 
of i t s type and period. The move i n 19 30 took place over f i f t y years 
ago, and the house has gained a d d i t i o n a l s i g n i f i c a n c e i n i t s new s i t e . 

*Report Four; Old Cambridge of the Survey of A r c h i t e c t u r a l History 
i n Cambridge, p. 54. 

• Cecil Fraser was responsible for moving the house from Duxbury, and lived 
in i t afterwards; he was President of the Buckingham School (local, private, secondary 
school) and a dean of the Harvard Business School. . ^ 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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