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1. Name of Property
higoric name Merrimack-Middle Streets Historic District (Boundary Tnr.rpa-<;p)
other names/site number

2. Location

dregt & number Merrimack, Middle. Prescott. CeTitral & Markpt S‘rptA; |p@_< fd publication
daty, ton  Lowell ANidnity

state Massachusetts code 025 county MTdd1P.c;py code 017

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[x1 private I 1building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
fx| public-local D fx] district i-u 11 2 buildings
* public-State e site sites
I 1 public-Federal I Istructure structures
I lobject objects
1 2 Total
Nanji*”f related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination « request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property E meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

Signature (_)f certifyjng official . . . ] Date
Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion;

State or Federal agency and bureau State Historic Preservation Officer

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date
State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
iCTentered in the National Register.
| | See continuation sheet.
| Idetermined eligible for the National
Register. « ] See continuation sheet.
| ldetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

I Iremoved from the National Register.
I 1other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use Merrimack-Middle Streets Historic District, (Boundary Increase;, Lowell,

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Commerce Commerce

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions) i,- ;
Early Republic- Federal o : foundation  unknown
wall's brick, stone
Md-19th C- Geek Revival
Late Victorian- Italianate r oof unknown

Late 19th & 20th C Revivals- Colonial Revival other

Late 19th & 20th C American Mverents- Commercial Style
Mbder n Movenent - Moder ne

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Mrrinack-Mdcne Street Hstoric District (NR1979) and its proposed

extension area are the heart of Lowell's central business district. The east

end of Mrrinack Street, together wth the adjacent sections of Mddl e,

Central, and Prescott Streets, conprise the original district. The original
district included fifty resources. The prowEdtm strict extension conprises
on g

thirteen buildings, including buildings O and Central Streets. @
these thirteen buildings, eleven are considered contributing, while twp are
noncontributing." : - :

The character of the district anditsextension is established by the md to
1 ate-19th-century brick conmercia buildings that domnate it, the area is

enhanced by several stone, concrete, and |ighter-toned brick buildings from

the first quarter of the 20th century. The buildings range in date Troml1833

to 1963, instyle fromLate Federal tofornalist nodern; ~ in quality from
outstanding to ;r)]oor. In general, thedistrict's nost significant buildings
were built in the 1870s and 1880s. Abrief recapitulation of the nost
outstanding buildings wthin the al readg-,lls.ted district i s below followng
this i s anare extensive discussion of buildings (underlined) wthinthe
proposed ext ensi on.

Mrrinack Street projects alively diversityin the af) arance of its
structures. Athough nost are four of five storiestall, there is one
"skys,creaoer" officebuilding near the east end, and cornice heights rise and
fall" independent|y alon?. thestreet. Each building stands distinct fromits
nei ghbors, creating stylistic contrast rather than har , but repeated
details |ike the curved corners of the Nesmth Bock (7583 Mrrinack Street)
?ﬂd tthe I-tdwe Building (11 East Mrrinack Street) give a sense of cohesion to
e street.

There are fewdisfiguring intrusions wthin thedistrict: these includethe
Cherry and Ve store wth itsunsealed, blank netal -plated facade on the
northwest corner of John Street; and the Executive Building (100 Mrrinack
Street), itsfacade articulated into vertical strips in contrasting tones of
pink. Qi Mdd e Street, thevacant Mller's Sore i s anoverscaled tan brick
structure. @ Central Street, poor rehabilitations have spoiled the

See continuation sheet
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appearances of four small buildings. The vista north toward the district,
from a point just south of the V where Central and Prescott Streets diverge,
is overwhel ned by the new Townhouse Apartments and the billboard-like sidewall
of the nodern Central Savings Bank.

The east end of Merrimack Street is visually anchored by the FairbumBuilding
(10-14 East Merrimack Street), and the Howe Building (11 East Merrinmack
Street). Next to these, the monumental Hildreth Building (35 Merrinmack
Street) is one of the district's outstanding structures. This five-story
double block has sone similarities to the Fairburn Building. | tws designed
by the Boston firm of Van Brunt and Howe, successors of the firm Wre and Van
Brunt. The Wnan Exchange (60-70 Merrimack Street), at the southwest corner
of Central Street, was built in 1878 to replace an 1831 structure on the sane
site. At 128 Merrimack Street, the Masonic Tenple, built in 1871-1872 for
Hocum Hosford, is another of the district's significant structures.

M ddle Street, never as important to Lowell's commerce, has had fewer changes
than busier Merrimack Street. |t sappearance i s nore uniform than Merrimack
Street's, as i tsbrick buildingswere alnmost al | built during the 1880s, and
several storefrontssurvive altered. A recent civic inprovement project has
relaid the Belgian block pavement appropriate to the street, and installed o
reproductions of Late Victorianstreet lanmps. The key structureon Mddle
Street is the Central Firehouse, built in 1889 for Wanesit Steaner No. 3, to
replace an earlier structurethat had burned.

VAR it ige X
Prescott Street, connecting Central and Merrimack streets and running parallel
to the Eastern Canal, is distinguishedby three fine buildings: the
neoclassical Od Lowell National Bank Building (88 Prescott Street); the long,
4-story High Victorianltalianate Southw ck Block (66-82 Prescott Street),
built ca. 1879-1880; and the smaller Claflin Block adjacent to the north (58
Prescott Street), another exanple of the sanme High Victorian Italianate
Commrercial style. i

North along Central Street is one of the significant vistas into the Merrimack
Street district. This portionof Central is less distinguishedforits
buildings, than as a fine frame for a view of the west end of the Hildreth
Bui I ding, and the Union Savings Bank. O the right is the five-story side of
the 1906 Chalifoux Building, while on the left the rich Venetian Gothic wall

of the Wrnan Exchange enhances the northward view.

V" N continued
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Wthin theproposed extension area, thewest side of Central Street at the
south end of thedistrict possesses two noteworthy buildings. The
Federal / Greek Revival Mansur Building (101 Central Street; Mp #11) i s a

2 1/2-story brick structure with finely dressed granite sills and lintels, and
three pedinmented dormers at t hefacade. Constructed ca. 1836, i ti stypical
of Lowell's brick commercial buildings of the1820s-1840s, and i sone of fews
survivors from that period. The adjacent New Mansur building or Enterprise
Building (91 Central Street; Mp #10) was built ca. 1885, on thesite of the
northern portion of theold Mansur Building at thecorner of Central and
Market Streets, and i stypical of late Victorian conmmercial buildings found
throughout thedistrict. The two street elevations areconstructed of pressed
red brick trinmmed with rock-faced sandstone and corbelled brickwork; brick
relieving arches exist at alternate bays, rising from sandstone-trimmed brick
piers delineating each bay.

Mar ket Street, like Merrimack Street, i spredomnantly lined with four- and
five-story buildings of thelast quarter of thel9th century, while containing
additional variety i nseveral notable early 20th-century structures. The
south side of Market Street i svacant leading tothecanal, with theexception
of thed d Market House (40 Market Street; Myp #8)) and Waverly House (20

o« Mrket Street, ca. 1849; Map #9). Built in 1837, theformer i sa massive
G eek Revival-style structure, built of brick with granite trim  Thirteen
bays long and 3 1/2-stories in height, thestructure has brick detailing
including a heavy entablature, corner pilasters, and enclosed pediments i n the

L > gable ends. The latter structure i ssomewhat nore altered, a two-story brick

former hotel that retains itshamrered granite sills and lintels.

The north side of Market Street contains several noteworthy buildings.
Typical of thefour-story brick commercial buildings of thelate 19th century
contained within thedistrict aretheJdonathan Tyler Building (43 MarKket
Street, ca. 1880-1890; Map #2) and t heC B Coburn Building (61-63 Market
Street, ca. 1877-1878/ca. 1874-1875; Map B). The Italianate Tyler Building
features a cast iron storefront, projecting wi ndow caps, and metal - bracketed
cornice, while theCoburn Building (two buildings) features cast iron
- storefronts, corbelled brick cornices below metal cornices, granite sills and
"™ lintels (west), and panelled brickwork (east). Several notable early
20t h-century commercial structures arecontained within thedistrict as well.
A testament tothecontinued commercial growth i nthe20th century, t he
Donovan Harness and Auto Supply Conpany (105Market Street, ca. 1910; Mp#7),
is a two-story brick building trimmed with rough-faced granite sills and
e 2 crowned by a corbelled brick parapet. The H H W lder Building (29 Market '
Street, ca. 1880-1890; Mwp #1) i sa substantial four-story, redbrick Colonial

" continued , oo - N
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Revival -style building (ca. 1920s facade) whose |imestone trimmngs includea
rusticated first story, blind arches above thecentral second-story w ndows,
splayed lintels with keystones, and a boxed cornice with modillions. ne of

the mpst substantial buildings within thedistrict i stheArt Mderne Father
John's Medicine building (73-91 Market Street; Myp #5). The five-story
structure conprises three earlier buildings, which date from 1860-1890, behind
the dark brown brick facade. The facade i st en bays wide, possessing cast
stone and white terra cotta trimmngs including sills, keystones, and
beltcourses, and has a stepped parapet.

Two noncontributing buildings exist within theproposed extension area: the
nine-story Gm Fed Building (15Mirket Street-ca. 1975) and t hetwo-story CG
Coburn Building (51 Market Street-ca. 1888-1890, altered ca. 1960).

Ar chaeol ogi cal Description : B A VT

Qne prehistoric site i srecorded as abutting or slightly extending onto

district property along its eastern boundary. The site i sreportedlythe

largest village of the Wamesit Indians, said t ohave been at t heconfluence of

the Merrimack and Concord Rivers. Little, i fany, physical evidence existsto

verify thelocation or presence of this site. No evidence of i t has ever been

recorded fromthedistrict area. Four additional prehistoric sites have also .
been recorded i nt hegeneral area (within onemle), indicating the potential d
for native sites i nthis area as high. |1 ngeneral, however, thepotential for
significance archaeol ogical remains, either prehistoric or historic, seens| ow

as a result of extensive industrial and comercial developnent i nthe area,

the early date of that devel opment, and t hefact that all comercial

structures i nthedistrict extension have substantial foundations that would

have destroyed earlier historic and/or prehistoric remains.



8. Statement of Slgnlflcance"MAAKATIAANN streets tiisconc uiscnci:, (coundary infcr6Afi6), Lowe 11,
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: A
n nationally | | statewide Hcl locally *

Applicable National Register Criteria S A EHB

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) HHA cucC I 1G 4-/: ~

Areas ﬂf' Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period_of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture ca. 1836-1910
Conmer ce

CNNinral Affiliation

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Merrimack-Middle Street Historic District and its proposed extension [
possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials, and workmanship, as
well as significant associations with the development of Lowell in the 19th
and early 20th centuries. Tracing its origins to the 1820s when Francis Cabot
Lowell founded the first cotton mill along the Merrimack River, Lowell became
America's first great industrial city. Merrimack Street developed as the
city's primary commercial thoroughfare, with the adjacent streets,
particularly Middle, Market, and Central, prospering as secondary commercial
streets. The District and its proposed extension of thirteen buildings
comprise an important group of 19th- and early-20th-century commercial
buildings, which include examples of various styles including Greek Revival,
Italianate, Second Empire, Romanesque Revival, early Twentieth Century
Commercial, and Art Moderne. The Merrimack-Middle Street Historic District
(Boundary Increase) is of local significance and meets Criteria A and C of the
National Register of Historic Places.

At the beginning of the 19th century. East Chelmsford (now Lowell) was merely
a cluster of farms with a tavern on the highway between New Hampshire and
Vermont. A path, approximately following the line of today's Merrimack
Street, divided the mowing and tillage fields of Fletcher's Farm, on the north
side, from the orchards and fields of Tyler's Farm to the south.

Between 1820 and 1850, however, the former hamlet grew into one of America's
most important cities, and it became a significant focus of international
attention for economic, social, and industrial reasons. From a population
just over 200 persons in 1820, Lowell's population increased to 33,000 in
three decades. During that time. New England's agrarian economy became one of
manufacturing, and no industry was more important to that shift than cotton
textile manufacturing. The Lowell system was predicated on a network of

Hcl See continuation sheet
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canals that distributed the water power from t heMerrimack River t oconplexes ;

"oof four- andfive-story brick mlls. Lowell was a planned community, and i n
the ground plan thecanals were laid first, with streets, buildings, and parks
planned around t he canals.

The rise of steampower i nthetextile industry after 1850 had a tremendous
impact on Lowell. Wth itsgreat systemof canals, Lowell hadled thefield
in theexploitation of i t swater power; toutilize steam, however, the
factories hadt oimport large quantities of fuel, andget theminto themlls
at a lowcost. Oher textile cities, notably Fall River and New Bedford, were

|<|,better |ocated toutilize steam although they did sogradually, allowing

.|, Lowell tomaintain a keyposition throughout thel9th century andintot he
early 20th century.

Devel oprment i nthe Merrimack Street area began i nthemd-19th century i nthe .
wake of thecity's industrial activity, and by 1876, Merrimack Street was
compl etely developed, withmill-related buildingsrunning through from Bridge
and Prescott Streets eastward t othecanal. Mst of thebuildingswithinthe
District andit sextension area were constructed i nthesubsequent, |ess
expansive period of Lowell"'s history. The suspension of manufacturers during
the Civil War sent the"mill girls" from Lowell back totheir hones; post-war
resumption of industry was staffed by increasing nunbers of inmmgrants for
whomt he sem -utopian Lowell arrangements previously provided t oworkers by
the manufacturers were unnecessary. The boardi nghouses were sold out of
corporation managenent, andwi th | ess conpany intervention indaily life,
Lowel | becare |ess distinct from other cities. |t i shelieved thatthe
increased family-orientedpopulation created a strong denand for thetype of
downt own business district found i nother cities, with merchandise displayed
in store windows, restaurants andcafeterias, |awoffices, banks, and other
urban services. These demands were net by t he nunmerous coiranercial buil dings
constructed within both thedistrict andit sproposed extension area. As the
result of Lowell's great prosperityas anindustrial town, itscomercial
center thrived. The Merrimack-Mddle Street area was densely built upwith
substantial commercial buildings, beginning i nthel9th century andcontinuing
.into the?20th century until post World Vér | inflation dramatically slowed
devel opment . .. . oy e e . eeme

The architectural significanceof theMerrimck-Mddle Street Historic
District andi t sproposed extension i sderived from therich grouping of
comrercial buildingsdating from thel9th andearly 20th centuries that have
remai ned substantially intact with fewmajor intrusions.
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W thin the proposed extension area. Market Street derives itsarchitectural
significance from the stylistically varied comercial buildings of the [9th
and early 20th centuries. Qe of the earliest building in the extension is

the O0d Market House (40 Market Street), constructed in 1837. | t was financed

| ower levels for use by tradesmen and merchants, as well as space for the
courts and police on the upper levels. The Waverly House (20 Market Street,

ca. 1849) survives as a remant of Lowell's first period of commercial
devel opnment. The building, which retains sone Geek Revival-stylefeatures,
' ywas used as a hotel nearly continuously fromitsconstructionuntil 1919

Several mpdest four-story brick comrercial buildingsexist on Market Street
having typical features of the Italianate (Jonathan Tyler Building, 43 Market
Street) and late 19th-century vernacular comrercial styles (C. B Coburn
Building, 61 Market Street), such as nol ded wi ndow caps, bracketed or

corbelled cornices, segnmental -arched openings, and cast iron storefronts.

*>* Early 20th-century variations are represented by the two-story Independent
' Beef and Provision G. Building (95-103 Market Street, ca. 1907) withits '
terracotta tiles and granitetriimings, and by the adjacent Donovan Harness
and Auto Supply Conpany Building (105 Market Street), featuring rock-faced,
granite sills and a relieving arch of contrastingbrick accentuating the
central two bays.

Al'so represented on Market Street are the Colonial Revival style inthe HH
Wl der Building (29 Market Street, ca. 1880-1890, altered ca. 1920s), a
visually promnent structure adjacent to a vacant corner [ot, handsonely
trimed with rusticated |imestone, and the Art Moderne style in Father John's
Medi ci ne Building (73-91 Market Street, facade ca. 1920). The Carleton and
Hovey Conpany manufactured Father John's patent medicine, naned forits
inventor. Father John O Brien, pastor of Lowell's St. Patrick's Church and
of the founders of St. John's Hospital. The medicine, sold by Carleton and
N Hovey from about 1855 on, was very popular in Lowell, where patent medicine
production was a major Lowell business inthe second half of the 19th and
early 20th centuries. i.yv. '~ ETR AT

jointly by Mddlesex County and the city of Lowell, and included stalls on the

Central Street possesses one of Lowell's few surviving commercial buildings of

the 1820s and 1830s i n the Mansur Building (101 Central Street). Its twin,
parapet-linked chimeys and "rolled" cornice treatment along the raking eaves

are characteristic of Federal/Geek Revival buildingsinLowell. The building

.was erected ca. 1836 by Aaron Mansur of Tewksbury, and soon contained a dry

continued I DRSS
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goods store, boot and shoe store, and |awyer's office. The Mansur famly's
association with this block continued intermttently through thelate 19th
century, when the northern section of the Mansur Building was denolishedfor
the construction of the New Mansur Building or Enterprise Building (91 Central

Street, ca. 1885). This building, prominently sited on a corner lot, is
representative of Lowell's late Victorian commercial architecture, and
contrasted with the adjacent ol d Mansur Building, illustrates the changesi n

scal e and design over half a century. The New Mansur Building was first
occupied by the Yorick Club, a young nen's organization, and various
commercial ventures; i n1917, Dickerman and MQuade's men's outfitters noved
into the building, beginning the MQuade's association with the building which
continued through 1984.

The Merrimack Street area i sstill theactive important central business
district i t has always been. Historic buildings areoccupied by imaginative
mer chants, and there aresigns within thedistrict of a real cotmittment to

i mprove anbi ence and appearance. Mddle Street has appropriate paving and
lighting, and a restaurant i nthelnstitute building i scarefully insertedto
enhance t he street.
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Verbal Boundary Description

Beginning at t hesouthwestern comer of thedistrict, theboundary runs
northerly along the west | ot [ine of #30, A, and #10t ot henorthwest corner
of #10. |t then turns easterly along thesouth side of Merrimack Street to
the northeast corner of #15. |t then turns north across Merrimck Street and
along the west side | ot line of #1, east along therear | ot lines of #1 and
#2, andnortheasterly along thewest side | ot line of #3 t oLee Street.

[t continues southeasterlyalong thesouth side of Lee Street t ot heeast side
of John Street. The boundary then turns northeasterly along t heeast sideof
John Street t ot hesouth side of Paige Street and continues along said sideto
the east side of Bridge Street. |t then turns northeast, then southeast

around #46t ot he west side of Canal Street. |t continues southwesterly along
the rear | ot lines of #25, #50, #43, #44, and #45, then turnsnorthwesterly
along thesouth | otline of #45t otheintersection of Prescott and Centr al
Streets. |t then turns westerly across Central Street t otheintersection of
Central and Market Street, then turns southerlyalong thefront | otlines of
#91 and #101Central Street.- The boundary then runs west, andthen north
along theside andrear | ot lines of #101 Central Street. |t then turns west,
south, andwest around therear of #91Central Street, then turns southand
west around #20 Market Street. At thesouthwest corner of #40 Market Street
the boundary turns north and continues along thewest | ot line of #40 Market

to the west side of Market Street. The boundary continues westerly alongt he
south | ot lines of #73, #79, #95, and #105 Market Street t ot heintersection
of Market and Pal ner Streets, then turns northerly along theside | otline of
#105 Market Street. | tthen turns westerly across Palner Street andalongthe
rear | ot lines of #32, #31, #30t ot hepoint of beginning.

BANDARY JUSTI FI CATI ON

The Lowell Merrimack-M ddle Street Historic District (Boundary Increase) i s
bounded on t hewest by theCity Hall Historic District (NR1975), and i s
partially bounded onthenorth, east, andsouth by t helLocks and Canal s
Historic District (NR1976, N 1977). The City Hall District i s conposed
chiefly of civic andother public buildings, while thelLocks and Canal s
District i s made up of propertiesonce owned by t heProprietorsof t helocks
and related structures of the Twelve Corporations. The Merrimck-Mddle
Street District of adifferent character, being nade up of comercial
structures.

continued
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The earliest structures were constructed by thefirst merchants and
professionals who had cone t o serve thenew industrial conmunity. Although

the area was planned by and originally owned by t heProprietors of t heLocks
and Canals, thedevel opment was independent of t he Corporations andcontrolled
simply through deed restrictions which specified appropriate materials and.
provided for common passageways such as City Avenue and City Hal |l Avenue.

Later structures represent thegrowing independence and diversification of the
busi ness conununity. A ;
The proposed enlargement of theexisting boundary of t heMerrimack-M ddl e
Street HistoricDistrict will include all buildings onthenorth side of

Mar ket Street between Central and Palner Streets; these are comercial
buildings dating fromthel9th and early 20th centuries, and are |argely
unaltered. The north side of Market Street west of Palmer Street includes
considerably nore intrusions'and alterations, making i t inappropriate for
inclusion withinthedistrict. The south side of Market Street between .
Central and Pal nmer Streets contains only two buildings—#20 Market Street,
(ca. 1849), and #40 Market Street (ca. 1837); theproposed boundary revision
includes both properties; together, thetwoarein keeping with themd- to
|l ate-19th century brick commercial character of theexisting district.

The two buildings proposed for inclusionalong thewest side of Central Street
(#91 and #101) arelargely unaltered 19th-century brick comercial buildings
(ca. 1885 and ca. 1836); buildings south of t heproposed boundary at #101
Central Street, which date fromthe?20th century, have been nmore significantly
altered than those withinthedistrict.

The proposed extension totheMerrimck-Mddl e Street Historic District
contains el even contributingbuildings that possess comrercial character,
scale, materials, range of styles, and uses similar t othose within the
existing District. The extension includes two noncontributing buildings:
51 Market Street and 15 Market Street. The former has beensubstantially
altered while thelatter i sa ca. 1975 office building.
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Lowel |, Massachusetts
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STREET ALDRESS DATE O STYLE STATUS RESO.RCE
GONSTRCTI ON
15 Market Street ca. 1975 NJ B
29 Market Street ca. 1800/ca.l920 Col oni al Revival aB
43 Market Street ca. 1890-1900 [talianate Yo A gB
51 Market Street ca. 1880-1890; Al tered i1 NI B
altered ca. 1960
61-63 Market Street ca. 1875 [talianate : gB
67 Market Street ca. 1875 [talianate aB
73-91 Market Street ca. 1875/ca. 1920 Art Mderne aB
95 Market Street ca. 1907 Early 20th c. aB
Commer ci al
105 Market Street ca. 1910 Early 20th c. aB
w Rormanesque motifs
40 Market Street ca. 1837 @ eek Revival gB
20 Market Street ca. 1849 G eek Revival agB
91 Central Street ca. 1885 Late 19th c.
Conmer ci al gB
101 Central Street ca. 1836 Vv Federal / Greek
Revi val aB

TOTAL KR DI STR CT EXTENS ON
Contributing: I'l B
Noncontributing: 2B
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Ny 27. 1988 "

Gro Swul . :

National Register of Hstoric P aces ' .
Department of thelnterior ' R
National Park Service 4

P.O. Box 37127 "ot

Washington, DC 20013-7127 ‘e

Dear Ms. Shull: . % -v

Enclosed you will find the nomnation forns for the fol | ow ng properties:
There are three properties i n Boston:
Eliot Hall; 7AEiot Street
First Gurch of Jamaica Plain;, 6 Eliot Street
* Geek OQthodox Gathedral of Nw England; 520 Parker Street
Haverhi I, Interval e Factory;, 402 Rver Street

Lincol n, Vods Bnd Road Hstoric District; 68 Baker Bidge Road, 1, 5, 9,
and 10 Wuods BEnd Roed

Lowell, Merrimack-Middle Streets Historic District (Boundary Increase); t
Merrimack, Middle, Prescott, Central, and Market Streets;

A. Hocum Hosford Building HPCA# 10283MA
Vestry Building HPCA# 10207MA

A D. L. Page Building HPCA# 1081IMA

Quincy, Massachusetts Fields School; Rawson Road and Beach Street;
HPCA# 0570-84-MA

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Tamage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617)727-8470

* Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Saxeory



They have been voted eligible by the Sate Review Board and have been signed

tgy the Sate Hstoric Preservation (Oficer. Qwers were notified of pending
ate Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the neeting and vere

afforded the opportunity to coment. N conments have been received todate.

S ncerely,

Betsy Friedber _

National Register Drector
Massachusetts H storical Gnmrssi on
BH es

Encl osure
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This form Is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See Instructions In How*to Complete the National
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each Item by marking "x" In the appropriate box or by entering
the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the Instructions. Place additional entries and narrative
items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all Items.

1. Name of Property

historic name MFRRTMACK-MTnni F STRFFTS HH (1999 AMFNOMFNT).

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number MI.ITI TP» F ADRRFSSFS (SFFfIATA SHFFT) _not for publication
city or towh I.OWFI | _yicinity

state MASSACHUSFTTS code MA county MIDDLESEX code zip code pigt;?

3. state/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Presen/atlon Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that thldjI* nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
ti*meets ¢ does not meet t(he National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

nationally « statewideCl"locally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

'Signature of certifying ofTiclal/Title Judith B. AjBonough, Executive Director Date'
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Presen/ation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification H 'y]L
I, hereby certify that this property is: signature of the Keeper Date of Action
» entered In the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
NationaLReglster
* remo\«d from the
Na”nal Register
IS~ ther (explain):



Merrimack-Middle Sts. HD (1999 Amendment)
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

X private _ building(s)

X public-local X district

_ public-State _ site

_ public-Federal _ structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" If property Is not part of a multiple property listing.)

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from Instructions)

DOMESTIC: hotel
GOVERNMENT: fire station

INDUSTRY: manufacturing facility
RELIGIOUS: church

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

EARLY REPUBLIC: Federal
MID-19* CENTURY: Greek Revival

LATE VICTORIAN: Italianate, Gothic, Second Empire,

Queen Anne  (cont.)

Narrative Description

Middlesex, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
14 building
sites
structures
_ objects
14 (see continuation sheet) Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

38 (NRDIS, 1978, 1988)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from Instructions)

DOMESTIC: multiple dwelling
COMMERCE/TRADE: business, professional,

Financial institution, restaurant, specialty

store

Materials

(Enter categories from Instructions)

foundation stone

walls brick
stone
roof asphalt
other terra cotta (cladding)

cast iron (storefronts, cladding), concrete (trim)

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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5. CLASSIFICATION

Explanation of number of resources:

With the changein the period of significance to 1949, fourteen buildings previous counted as
non-contributing are now consdered contributing. Thus the cumulativetotal for the Merrimack-
Middle Street HD isnow a 52 contributing and 13 non contributing buildings, for atotal of 64

total properties.

V 5e

(end)
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7. ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION (cont.)

Late Victorian: Romanesque, Renaissance

Late 19* and 20* Century Revivals. Colonial Revival, Classica Reviva

Late 19* and Early 20* Century American Movements Commercid Style, Chicago,
Skyscraper

Modem Movement: Modeme, Art Deco

Narrative Description t

Although the Merrimack- Middle Street Historic District is dominated by mid-to-late 19* century
commercia buildings, there are many well-preserved gructures fromthe first half of the 20*
century that aso contribute to the historic character of the streetscape. 1n the early 20* century
the greet industrial and economic prosperity of the 19* century continued to benet the city, as
reflected in the building stock. Successfiil busnessmen built impressive shops office buildings,
banks, hotels, and warehousesthat are now representative of the last pheseof great industrial
prosperity for Lowell. Buildingsin the district constructed between 1900-1949 include a grest
variety of types, syles and szes, ranging from single-story retail goresto three and four-story
office buildingsto aten-story "skyscraper.” All are of masonry bearing wall construction. Of the
14 contributing buildings congtructed in the first half of the 20* century, seven were built
between 1920 and 1935. In addition, two predate 1910, four from 1910-1919, and one from c.
1940. Typically, those congructed dong Merrimack Street have a higher degree of architectura
ornamentation, while those dong Middle and Market Streets, with afew exceptions, are more
subdued intheir detailing. The revival syles that dominated design in the district at the end of
the 19* century remained popular in the early 20* century. The Classical, Renaissance,
Romanesque and Colonia Reviva style buildingswere being constructed dongside more modem
Art Deco, Art Modeme, and Chicago style examples.

Reviva Styles

The earliest of the 20* century buildingsin the district isthe Chalifoux Building (24-26
Merrimack Stret, photo #6). It is afive-storyRenadissance Reviva style building faced with
buff-colored brick and omamented with cast iron and cest donedements.  Although the
storefront level has been reworked, the main entrance remains largely intact. Brick piers and cagt
gone gpandre s divide the upper three floors. Ornate scrolled pediments top windows a the
fourth floor while those a the fifth floor are s&t in round arches. The rooflineisfinishedwith a
friezewith dentils and a coppercomice with modillions.

The Classicd Revival style was usad to embellish two buildingsin the district. The Union
National Bank, 61 Merrimack Street, 1924, photos #5,17) is an L-shgped structure with
(continued)
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principa facades on both John and Merrimack Streets. The elevations are faced with fine cut
granite ashlar and are dominated by multi-stoiy columns. It is omamented with carved detailing,
including lonic capitds, scrolls, egg & dart and dentil mouldings, and entablatures. The
Merrimack Street entrance is contained within atwo-story arch with amonumentd fanlight. The
John Stret entry hes amore subdued pediment ebove it. The former Lowell National Bank (88
Prescott Street, 1919-20, photo #19) is congtructed of brick, yet faced with sendgoneat its
fabade. The facade of this four-story building isdivided into three bays by four monolithic
Corinthian pilagters rising from marble plinths. The pilagters support abroad entablature with
modillions. Between the pilagters are large glazed areas of windowswith panded spandrdsand
multiple lights. The fourth floor islargely imomamented with the exception of asimple molded
comice.

The Colonial Reviva styleisrepresented by only one 20* century building in the district. The
four-story Lowell Electric Light Company (29 Market Street, photo #13) was congtructed
between 1924 and 1936. The red brick facadeistrimmed with sandstone. The first floor isfaced
with smooth ashlar s&t on agranite base. At the second floor, windows in the saven centra bays
have arched heeds and are visually tied with awrought iron balcony. Splayed lintels with
keystone top remaining windows. A broad comice with modillions articulates the roofline.

Chicago Style

Four buildings in the district incorporate dements of Chicago Style design, athough only one
could be consdered a skyscrgper. The Sun Building (2-8 Merrimack Street, 1912-14, photo #9)
isaten-gory sted-frame and reinforced concrete structure. Thetallest, by far, in the district, it
was designed by Clarence Blackall. It istypical of early skyscraper design in that an exterior grid
of intersecting piers and goandrels expressssitsinterna skeleton. The two-story bese conggts of
granite piers, cgpped with a sunburst motif, flanking cast-iron storefronts. The upper floors are
faced with buff-colored brick with granite and green marbletrim. The buildingri sesto an
entablature with dentils and asmple pargpet.

Three other buildingsin the district incorporate dements from Chicago Style design into four-
dory versons. Although they do not achieve the height typically associated with Chicago Style
buildings, their large window area and expressed skeleton are clearly of that style. The Courier-
Citizen Building (15 Keamey Sguare, 1924, photo #18) is constmcted on red brick trimmed with
cadt concrete and green marble. The facade is divided into three wide baysby brick piers sst on
marble bases The piers riseto smple stylized capitals and support awide entablature topped by
a gepped brick pargpet. Full pediments top the three symmetrical entries a the facade. Windows
contain metal sash and are separated by cast concrete spandrels. The D.L. Page Company
Building (16-18 Merrimack Sireet, c. 1913, photo #8) isfaced with gold brick above castiron
storefronts. Above the first floor, the facade is divided into three bays by dender brick piers.

(continued)
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Spandrd pand s are decorated with marbleinsets. The facadeistopped by a decorative pressed
metal comice and agepped pargpet. A recent renovation project has restored much of the
building's historic character. Moller's Department Store (31-33 Middle Street, 1923, photo
#16) isfar more restrained initsuse of Chicago Style dements. There islittle in the way of
architectural detailing yet the expresson of interna skeleton and itslarge window areaare
indicative of the style. Thetwo-gory beseisdivided into sorefronts by smple concrete piers.
The upper two floorsare faced with buff* brick trimmed with concrete sills, keystones, and
comice.

Modem Styles

There are three buildings in the digtrict that were designed in the Art Deco style, the most
impressive of which isthe Cherry & Webb Company Building (105 Merrimack Street, 1924,
photo #2). Built in the mid-1920s, it hes terra cotta clad facedesa both Merrimack and John
Streats. Above the 1950s gtorefronts the building retains its decorative parapet, pier and spandrdl
pandling, floral decoration on piers, and egg & dart belt course over the storefronts. A renovation
project (Certified Rehabilitation) isimderway to restore other original terra cotta dements that
were removed in the 1950s. The 1924 portion of the building adjoins three older sections at the
rear. The only other examples of Art Deco design are the two single-story adjoining buildings a
19-25 Merrimack Street (c. 1940,photo #7). Although the Sorefi“onts have been dtered, the
remainder of the terra cotta facades gppeer to be intact. Thesewere two digtinct buildings when
congmcted but now fiinction as one. Both have very smpleflush terra cottafacades framed by
rusticated terra cottapiers. The western portion hes a sepped pargpet while the esstem portion

hes a straight pargpet.

The only example of Art Modeme style design isthe Carleton & Hovey Company/Father
John's Medicine Building (73-91 Market Street,photo #12). Constmcted between 1924 and
1936, the building is faced with dark red bolts. The symmetrica ten-bay facadeistrimmed with
cad concrete and terra cottain the form of keystones, spandrd decoration, sills, bracketed belt
courses, and adecorative comice. The high pargpet has recessed pand's and a centered plague
inscribed with the name " Carleton & Hovey Company”. Meta |etters ebove the second floor
spdll out "Father John's Medicine.”

Miscdlaneous Buildings /

Four buildingsin the district are more significant for their historical association than their
architectural contributions. Although these have little or no reference to a particular architectural
yle, they contribute to the Sregtscapein the scale and materids. The Frank G. Cover Flour &
Grain Company (150-154 Middle Street,photo #14) is athree-story red brick building with a

(continued)



United states Department of the Interior
National Park Senrice

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet
Merrimack - Middle Streets Historic District

1 4 1999 Amendment
Section number Page Lowell (Middlesex Co.), Mass.

modem storefront. Abovethe storefront, windowsare symmetrical and st in segmentd arch
openings. The only notable architectural feature is acopper comice with modillions. The
building a 95-103 Market Street(c. 1907, photo #11) is atwo-story red brick building with new
wood frame storefronts. Upper story windows have granite sillsand keystones. The pargpet is
decorated with terra cotta pands. The Fellows Building (129 Middle Street, photo #15) was
partially destroyed by fire and rebuilt in 1904. Thisfour-story red brick building is 13 bays wide.
A granite lintel mnning the width of the storefronts, asted entablature above the sscond floor,
and a corbelled comice emphedzesits horizontality. An arched window centered on the fourth
floor dividesthe fagadein two. The only articulations are msticated granite sills. The J.C.
Donovan Harness & Auto Supply Company (105 Market Street, ¢. 1910, photo #10) isaso
congtmcted of red brick and hes virtually no architectural detailing. Second story windows have
mgticated granite sillsand splayed brick heeds A metd clad entablature mins above modem
storefronts.

In preparing the data sheat for this district, 13 buildingswere designated as noncontributing.
Nine of these were 20 designated because of significant dteration and loss of integrity; while the
remaining four were constmcted after the period of significance. Since the initial listing of this
district in 1978, three contributing buildings have been demolished: 190 Merrimack Street
(demolished 1991), 198-200 and 210 Merrimack Street (both 1986). All three lots are currently
vacant.

Archaeol ogical Description

At leest one prehistoric dte is recorded abutting or extending into the district dong itsesstem
boundary. The dite, 19-MD-47, was reportedly the largest village of the Wamesit Indians, saidto
be located a the confluence of the Concord and Merrimack Rivers. Little, if any, physica
evidence exigs to verify the location or presence of this site. No evidence from the sSte hes ever
been recorded in the district area. Four additional prehistoric Steshave aso been recorded in the
generd area(within one mile), demondrating a potentia for Native American stesin the vicinity
of the district. Environmental characterigtics of the area dso indicate the presence of severd
locationd criteria(dope, soil drainage, distance to wetlands) that are favorable indicators for
many types of prehistoric Sites. Prior to 19* century industrial development of the ares, the
district property was characterized by awell drained level to moderately doping terrace within
1000 feet of the west bank of the Concord River & its confluence with the Merrimack River.
Given the above information, ahigh potentia was originally present for the recovery of
prehistoric resourceswithin the Merrimack - Middle SirestsHistoric District. However, because
of the impacts assodiated with intense 19 and 20* century industrial, commercid and residentia
development in the areq, alow potentia exigs for the recovery of significant prehistoric
resourcesin the district. Any prehigtoric resources that were present in the district were probably
destroyed or adversdy impacted by historic period constmction. Little if any intact depodts exist

(continued)
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in the district that can be assodated with Native American occupation of the area. Any resources
that were located would likely be significant.

Thereis ahigh potentia for locating historic period resourcesin the Merrimack - Middle Streets
Historic District. While 19 and 20* century industrial and urban development likely impacted
pre-1800 Anglo-American resources as much &s it did Native American resources, the potential
for recovering post-1800 resources asociated with the planned industrial development of Lowell
ishigh. Sincethe 1970's, archaeologicd research usng documentary studiesand field testing
have documented the archaeologica research potential for anumber of properties in the Lowell
locde. One of the more important interdisciplinary reseerch efforts near the Merrimack - Middle
Stregts District has been the gudy a the Boot Mills Complex located immediately north of the
nominated district. This sudy verified the intact ssmctural remains of residential and industrial
buildings as well as rdated archaeologicd features. In the Merrimack - Middle Streets District,
gmctura remains and occupationa rated features may survive from 19* century residentia
homesno longer extant in the southem portion of the district. Archaeological evidence may dso
exig from an 1831 stmcture replaced in 1878 by the Wyman Exchange located a 60-70
Merrimack Street a the southeest comer of Centra Street. Archaeologica evidence may dso
survive from three contributing buildings demolished sincethe origina listing of the district in
1978. Tliese smcturesinclude 190 Merrimack Street (demolished 1991), 198-200 Merrimack
Street (demolished 1986), 210 Merrimack Street (demolished 1986). All three Stes are now
vacant lots.

(end)
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Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics

of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" In all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for .
religious purposes. v

B removed from its original location. *
C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Middlesex, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from Instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

Period of Significance
1800-1949

Significant Dates

n/a

Significant Person
(Complete If Criterion B Is marked above)

n/a
Cultural Affiliation

n/a

Architect/Builder
(SEE ATTACHED CONTINUATION SHEET)

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used In preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested
previously listed in the National Register
_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register
_ designated a National Historic Landmark
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal agency

j<"Local government
University

_ Other

Name of repository:

Lowell Historic Board
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Architect/Builder

ARCHITECT/BUILDER STREET ADDRESS NAME DATE
Blackall, Clarence/ 2-8 Mearimack S. Sun Building 1912-14
H.R. Howes Constmction
Davis, Millard F. 75-83Mearimack &. Nesmith Block 1833
170-184 Merrimack S. Albion Block 1879

Davis, Millard F/Mday, FF. 24-26 Merrimack &.  Colonia/Chalifoux Bid. 1906
Derby, Robinson & Shepad 1618 Merimack . D.L. PegeCo. Buildingc. 1913
Gilbert, Perley & Assocs. 106 Merrimack . Chery & Webb Co. B. 1924

Graves, Harry Prescott 15 Keamey Sq. Courier-Citizen Bldg. c. 1924
101 Centrd S Mansur Building c 1836
Hutchins and French/ 61 Merimack St Union Nationa Bank 1924
Hersey, IraG. & Sons
Howard, Horace/lRand, J.H. 40-70 Market S. Old Market House c. 1837
Howe, John F. and Henry C. 11 Keamey 0. Howe Building 1892
Jamnes ThomasM. Company 88 Prescott S Old Lowell Natl. Bank 1920
Merrill & Cufler 142 Middle S. Centrad FireH. Exten. c. 1830
25 Centrd S Bowditch Hotel 1880s
Psoinas Constmction Co. 94-100 Merrimack St Lincoln Building 1963 dts.
Roach, JG. 20 Market K. Waverly House c. 1849
Rourke, Henry L. 134-144 Merrimack S. A.G. Pollard Building 1875-80
Runnds, R E. Condtr. Co. 198-200 Merrimack . Solomon's Building 1962 dlts.
Stickney, Frederick W. 55-67 Middle S. Pollard Exchange 1801
Van Bmnt and Howe 33-35Merrimack . Hildreth Building 1882-84
Narrative Statement of Significance n*

The purpose of this amendment isto extend the period of significance for the Merrimack-Middle
Street Historic District into the 20* century (up to 1949 to include buildings fifty years and
older). Extending the period of significance giveswarranted recognition to the 20* century
buildings that contributed to the economy, architecture and development of downtown Lowell at
the end of its industrial heyday. By expanding the period of significance, 14 additiona buildings
(of the 65 buildings in the district) will be consdered contributing resources. Previoudy, the
period of significance ended in 1899. Twentieth century resources within the district are of local
significance and meset Criteria A and Cforlisting inthe National Register. They retain integrity
of design, location, setting, materias, workmanship, feeling and association.

(continued)
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Merrimack Street became Lowell's primary commercid thoroughfare during the first half of the
19* century. By 1830 the city hes progoered enormoudy, primarily due to industrial expanson.
At the time, Lowell was the largest cotton textile center in the United States and the second
largest city in Massachusetts. Large industrial complexes were congmcted aong the Merrimack
River, north of tlie district, and the Concord River (to the eedt of the district) and dong the many
candsthat encircled the downtown area. The cityflourishedeconomicaly through the 19*
century and into the early 20* century. The strong economy spurred the growth of numerous
busnesses. Merchantsflauntedtheir success through the constmction of high style edifices dong
Merrimack, Middle and Market Streets. Although Merrimack Street was dominated by
commercia usesin the mid-19* century, the areato the south, which includes much of the
district, still had alarge number of residentia buildings. An 1849 report on health conditions
describesthe areabounded by Shattuck, Market, Centra and Merrimack Streets as being terribly
congested and overcrowded, with 254 tenements housing some 1,445 people. There was dsoa
public school, cod yard, and livery sablesin the area. During the second half of the 19* century
and intothe 20* century tlie number of residences dwindled as the city continued to prosper, ad
as the demand for commercial goacegrew, and as more sufficient housing was constmcted away
from the downtown area.
Although the bulk of constmction in the district occurred in the last three decedes of the 19*
century, the 20* century stock indicates continued economic prosperity and commercia growth.
The earliest and among the largest of the 20* century smctures isthe Chalifoux Building
(ak.aColonia Building). Congmcted in 1906, it was one of severd department doresin the
immediate area. Others includethe grand Bon Marche (to the west on Merrimack Street in the
adjacent City Hall NRDIS) and Moller's Department Store (31-33 Middle Street) of 1923
Joseph L. Chalifoux, owner of Lowell's largest clothing stores, commissioned the Chalifoux
Building. A native of Quebec, Chalifoux was a0 director of the Union National Bank, tmstee of
the Lowell Textile School and the Centrd Savings Bank, and one-time president of the Board of
Trade. Chalifoux was dso responsble for the constmction of 16-18 M errimack Street ¢. 1913
For more than 50 years D.L. Page Company, bakers and confectioners occupied it. Another
important manufacturer in the district was the Carleton & Hovey Company, makers of patent
medicines who, in the 1920s recongmcted the fronts of three buildingsat 73-91 M arket Street
to create the existing unified fafade. The company, most well known for their Father John's
Medicine, had its gart in the Belvidere section of the city where George H. Carleton opened an
gpothecary shopin 1828, Charles Hovey joined Carletonin 1832 as an gpprentice and later
became apartner. 1n the 1890s the budnesswas purchased by A.J. Fay, who greetly expanded
production of Father John's Medicine.
Two major bank buildingswere congmcted in the district in the early 20* century. TheOld
Lowell National Bank (88 Prescott Street) was completed in 1920. The bank, which was
egtablished in 1828, had occupied three locations prior to settling here. A 1928 description of the
building notesthat the "floors are of Tennessee marble and the counter of Senna Italian marble,
making an interior that harmonizes well the imposing colonnaded facade facing Prescott and
(continued)
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Centra Streets” 1n 1924 the Union National Bankreplaced its older building a 61 Merrimack
Street (ds0 39 John Street) with the exigting Classica Revival gmcture. The bank was
established in 1902 through the merger of the First National, Railroad National, and Merchants
Nationa Banks. Designed by Hutchins & French of Boston the new bank was opened in 1926
and was described a8 "an entire new building, resplendent in the most modem banking facilities
of the day."

The city'stwo principal newspapersbuilt new heedquartersin the downtown areain the early 20*
century. Constmction began onthe Sun Building (2-8 Merrimack Street) in 1912 following the
design of architect Clarence Blackall. Built to house the Lowell Sun, this highriseofficebuilding
isthe only one of itskind in the city. Founded in 1878 by David J. and John H. Harrington, the
N grew to becomethe city'slargest, and eventuadly the only, newspaper. |n 1960 the Sun
moved operations to the former Courier-Citizen Building a& 15 Keamey Square. Thisbuilding
isthe result of amajor remodding of aformer mill building (Massachusatts Cotton Mill)
undertaken by the Courier-Citizen newspgper around 1924. The building's architect isbelieved
to have been Htury Prescott Graves who designed the nearby Trade High School and High School
Annex buildings.

Between 1924 and 1936 the building a 29 Market Street, formeriy belonging to H.H. Wilder &
Company (kitchen equipment manufacturers), was acquired by the Lowell Electric Light
Company and converted to their offices. Lowell Electric reconstmcted the front of the building
to cregte the existing Colonia Reviva facade.

In addition to the great office buildings and manufacturing facilities erected for the city'slarge
companies, anumber of buildings were erected to housethe amaller busnessesthat progpered
throughout the downtown, particularly on the secondary streets surrounding Merrimack Street.
J.C. Donovan Hamess and Auto Supply Company was located a 105 Market Street (c. 1910) in
the 1910s and 1920s The building a 150 Middle Street was built in 1911 for JB. Cover &
Company (flour and grain) and Cover's Poultry Supply Store. The Independent Beef and
Provisons Company occupied 95-103 Market Street (c. 1907). Among the earliest occupants of
the Fellows Building (129 Middle Street, 1904) were Samud H. May & Company (electrical
contractors), Robert J. Fleming Company (shoemakers), and H.H. Wilder Company (brass
foundry).

Very little isknown about the occupants of 19-25 Merrimack Street (. 1940) but the use of this
dte was clearly commercid at the time of constmction. Through mogt of the 20* century there
have been various food shops and restaurants a this location.

Little congtmction has occurred within the district snce the 1940s only four buildings date from
the second half of the 20* century.
(continued)
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The Merrimack-Middle Street Historic District continuesto function as the city's centrd busness
district. Following aperiod of economic recesson that continued through the 1970swhen the
buildings fell into disuse and disrepair, downtown Lowell has gradually become aviable
commercia center once again. Although afew new buildings have been constmcted since 1950,
a significant amount of renovation, mog of it sympethetic to the historic character of the area, hes
been undertaken.

Archaeological Significance

Historic archaeologicd resources described above have the potentia to provide detailed
information on the socid, cultural, and economic characteritics respongble for the growth of
Americas first greet industrial city. Archaeologica resources can be used to document the birth
of the industrial revolutionin this areaand the changein the New England agrarian economy to
manufacturing and the manufacture of cotton textiles. While 19* and 20* century industrial and
urban growth may preclude the possibility of recovering 18* century agrarian resources, any
discoveries in this areacould be highly significant. Any evidence of farmsteads that predate the
planned industrial growth of Lowell could provide important information relating to the early
sttlement of Lowell for which little information survives. These resources may aso provide
important information on agricultural technologies in use during the period. Most potential
archaeologica resourcesin the district likely dateto the pogt 1800 period and the planned
development of Lowell as an industria city. Further documentary research assigted by
archaeologica survey and testing can be used to document the extent to which Lowell was a
planned community inwhich the cands were planned first then streets, buildings and parks.
Archaeological resources can be usad to document the role of Lowell in the industrial revolution
by contributing information to research topics including such arees as technology, labor, dass .
divisons, working-class life, materia culture, diet, hedth and sanitation, immigration and
worker-owner relations. Potentid stmctural remains of commercia buildings dating to the early
19th century can be especidly important by documenting Lowell'sfirst period of commercid
deveopment. Few commercia buildings survive in the district from the 1820-1830 period.

(end) A% le N = emnoa
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Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property c. 7 acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 310550 4723840 3. 19 310710 4723880
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2. 19 310670 4723820 4. 19 310810 4723800
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

X See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte  Christine Beard, Consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date November 1999
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard Jelephone  617-727-8470
city ortown  Boston state MA zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional Items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name multiple
street & number Jelephone
city or town Lowell state MA zip code 01852

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form Is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.NPS Form 10-900 OMB No.
1024-0018

(Rev. 10-90)
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9. BIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCES #

Atlas of the City of Lowell, Massachusetts (L.J. Richards & Company, 1896, 1906, 1924)

City Atlas of Lowell, Massachustts (Philadelphiac Hopkins, 1879) "
Lowell Building Department - Permit Records [ - *
Lowell Cultura Resources Inventory *x '
Merrimack-Middle Street Historic District Nomination (1978), (1988 expansion)

Property Atlas of the City of Lowell, Massachustts (Philadelphia: Franklin Survey Company,

1936)
(end)
10. GEOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION
UTM references(cont.)
£ 19 310700 4723650
19 310590 4723640
m 310520 4723680

Verbal Boundary Description

The district boundaries are shown as a bold line on the attached mgp entitled Merrimack-Middle
Street Historic District (1999 Amendment).”

Boundary Justification

This amendment acknowledges the overlay of significant 20* century architecture in the

Merrimack-Middle Street Historic District. The boundaries conform to the district boundaries
drawn for the original 1978 Nation Register nomination and amended by the 1988 amendment.

(end)
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PHOTOGRAPHS
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Robbins Block, 102-110 Merrimack Street

Cherry & Wells Co. Building, 106 Merrimack Street

115121 Merimack Strest v -
Vestry Building, 92 Merrimack Street

Union National Bank, 61 Merrimack Street

Chalifoux Building/Colonial Building, 24-26 Merrimack Street

1925 Merrimack Street

D.L.PageCo. Building, 1618 MerrimackSreet

Sun Building, 2-8 Merrimack Street

. JC. Donovan Hamess & Auto Supply Company, 106 Market Street

. 95-103 Market Sireet

. Carleton & Hovey Company/Father John's Medicine Building, 73-91 Market Street
. Lowell Electric Light Company, 29 Market Strest

. Frank G. Cover FHour & Grain Co. Building, 150-154 Middle Street

. Fellows Building, 129 Middle Street

. Moller's Department Store, 31-33 Middle Street

. Union National Bank (John Street fabade)

. Courier-Citizen Building, 15 Keamey Square

. Old Lowell National Bank, 88 Prescott Street

(end)



Map # MHC#

33

32 2594
31 107
30 104
26 106
27 105
47 1933
29 108
C

62 1218
61 1219
6 9Q

7 91

A

16 103
19 102
17 101
63 1217
60 1209
64 21
59 1210
58 1211
57 1212/

1213

Street Address

9 Central Street

21 Central Street
25 Central Street

29 Central Street

30 Central Street

40 Central Street
45 Central Street
50-56 Central Street
60 Central Street

91 Central Street

101 Central Street
25 John Street (joined
to 65 Merrimack Sl)
39 John Street (joined
to 61 Merrimack St. &
101 Paige St.)

53 John Street

10 Kearney Square
11 Keamey Square
15 Keamey Square
(joined to 36 Prescott
Street)

20 Market Street

29 Market Street
40-70 Market Street
43 Market Street

57 Market Street

61 Market Street

Merrimack-Middle Street Historic District

Lowell, MA

District Data Sheet

Historic Name

Wyman's Exchange
Harrison Hotel
Bowditch Hotel

vacant

Enterprise Building/
New Mansur Building
Mansur Building

New Nesmith Building
(John st. facade)
Union National Bank
(John st. facade)

vacant

Fairburn Building
Howe Building
Courier-Citizen Bldg.

The Waverly House
Lowell Electric Light Co.
Old Market House
Jonathan Tyler Bldg.
Jonathan Tyler Bldg.
C.B. Coburn Building

Date

1878

c. 1893-1896
1880s

1950

possibly 19th C.
possibly 19th C.
1977-1978
1973

c. 1885

c. 1836
ca. 1850-56

1924

1880
1892
1890S/C. 1924

c. 1849

bet. 1924 & 1936
c. 1837

c. 1890-1900
bet. 1879 & 1896
c. 1870

Style/Type

Victorian Gothic

Late 19th C. Commercial
Altered

None

Altered

Altered

Modern

Modem

Queen Anne

Federal/Greek Revival
Italianate

Classical Revival

Queen Anne
Queen Anne
Chicago Style

Greek Revival
Colonial Revival
Greek Revival
Italianate
italianate
Italianate

Status Resource Assessors #

(@)

NC
NC
NC
NC
NC
NC

(@)

(@)

OO0 000

U 0 @ 0 W W W @

o @

U W 0w W W

Page 1

M11370
M15320
T00640
T06860
L14365
F908d5
290004
C04070
E00790
MI3000 .

J00350
E00670

u90020

u90030
S00600
H08910
L90740

M12970
P10415
M91740
C01555
N00360
B07050

Structures noted as "joined" function as one building but have prominent elevations on more than one street, They are counted as one resource; the C
or NC status has been applied to the main block of the building; secondary portions are in italics.



S6

55

54

15

23

14
24

13

25

11
10

S2

1215

1216

99
100

98

95

97

93

91

90

73-91 Market Street

95-103 Market Street
105 Market Street

1-5 Merrimack St.
2-8 Merrimack St.
15 Merrimack St
16-18 Merrimack St.

19-25 Merrimack St.
(joined to 129 Paige St.)
24-26 Merrimack St.

33-35 Merrimack St.
61 Merrimack St
Qoined to 39 John St. &
101 Paige Street)

65 Merrimack St.

(joined to 25 John St.)

Merrimack-Middle Street Historic District

District Data Sheet

Carleton & Hovey Co.
[Father John's
Medicine Building

J.C. Donovan Harness &
Auto Supply Company
Simpson's Block

Sun Building

Bus Ticket Office

D.L. Page Co. Building

Chalifoux BldgV
Colonial Bldg.

Hildreth Building

Union National Bank
(Merrimack St. facade)

New Nesmith Building
(Merrimack St. facade)

Lowell, MA

belig24 & 1936
c. 1907

c. 1910

c. 1844-1850
1912-1914

c. 1997
c. 1913

c. 1940
1906/c. 1925
1882-1884

1924 '

ca. 1850-56

Art Moderne

Early 20th C. Commercial
Early 20th C. Commercial
Greek Revival/ltalianate
Chicago Style

Contemporary
Chicago Style

Art Deco

Renaissance Revival

Renaissance Rev./Queen Anne

Classical Revival

Italianate

(@}

NC

Page 2

290001

N03270
K05820

A029,30
290002

201782

T10805 (Unit 1A)
N23455 (Unit 2A)
N23435 (Unit 2B)
T10810 (Unit 2C)
T10815 (Unit 2D)
T10820 (Unit 3A)
T10825 (Unit 38)
T10830 (Unit 3C)
Q7510 (Unit 3D)
T10835 (Unit 4A)
T10840 (Unit 4B)
T10845 (Unit 40)
T10850

J90030

GO07811
H09030

uo0040

£00670

Structures noted as "joined" function as one building but have prominent elevations on more than one street. They are counted as one resource; the C
or NC status hasii“en applied to the main block of the building; secondary portions are in italics.



34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41
42

71

46
45
48
44
49

50

43
51

89
40
88
88
87
82

85/179
86

84
81
83

80
75

7,6
77
78
79
125
124
123
121
122
968
120

119

Structures noted as 'joined* function as one building but have prominent elevations on more than one street.

72-86 Merrimack St.
75-83 Merrimack St
92 Merrimack St
94-100 Merrimack St.
102-110 Merrimack St
105 Merrimack St

114-122 Merrimack St
115-121 Merrimack St
124 Merrimack St

123-127 Merrimack St
133 Merrimack St.
134-144 Merrimack St

154-156 Merrimack St.
160 Merrimack St.

170-184 Merrimack St
190 Merrimack St.
198-200 Merrimack SL
210 Memmack St
31-33 Middle Street
43-49 Middle Street
40-46 Middle Street
55-67 Middle Street
56 Middle Street

70 Middle Street
80-88 Middle Street

83 Middle Street
92 Middle Street

Merrimack-Middle Street Historic District

Lowell, MA

District Data Sheet

First Unitarian Church
Nesmith Block
Vestry Building

1832
1833
c. 1860

Lincoln BdgVExecutive Bdg. 1923/1963/1985

Robbins Block

Cherry Webb & Company
Building

Davis Block

Masonic Temple/
Hosford Building

B.T. Thompson Building
A.G. Pollard & Co. Bldg.

Fellows Building

Middlesex Safe Deposit

& Tmst Company Bldg.
Albion Block

vacant (demolished 1991)
vacant (demolished 1986)
vacant (demolished 1986)
Moller's Dept Store

A. Hocum Hosford Bldg.
Talbot Building

Pollard Exchange

"K" Building

vacant

Derby Electric

Company Building
Nesmith/Pollard Bldg.
Plaistow Building

1850-1860 '
1850/c. 1860/
1865/1924
1830

. 1920/1970/1998
1871

©op0 0 00

c. 1850

c. 1851-1860
1875-1880/1926/
1978

1893

1894

1879/c. 1890

1923
1882
1887
1891
1886 \
\
c. 1892

bet. 1924 & 1936
1896

Greek Revival (altered)
Federal/Greek Revival
Altered

Altered

Italianate

Second Empire/ltalianate/
Art Deco

Italianate

Altered

Second Empire

Altered
Italianate
Altered

Renaissance Revival
Classical/Renaissance Rev.

Italianate/Cjassicai Revival

Early 20th C. Commercial
Queen Anne

Late 19th C. Commercial
Classical Revival

Queen Anne

Romanesque Revival

Altered
Late 19th C. Commercial

or NC status has been applied to the main block of the building; secondary portions are in italics.

(@)

NC
NC

(@)

NC

NC

NC

OO0 O

(@)

NC
C

0 0 W W W W

(o8}

0 W 0 W @

o]

Page 3

S17935
G07811
S$19610
S19610
M22465
B07920

P906t5
S1 9370
L01050

DO00866
H02270
Cl1 6025

C16026
wo01810

G00740

TO7480
S19615
210234
LO1110
210235
200171
210236

Cl 6027
T06930

They are counted as one resource; the C



52
53
69
66

67

68

12

70
65
19

21
22

117

116
51

114
91

96

toi

57
109

96-108 Middle Street
112 Middle Street
129 Middle Street
142 Middle Street

147 Middle Street
150-154 Middle Street

155 Middle Street
158-170 Middle Street
101 Paige Street
(joined to 61 Merrimack
St. & 39 John Street)
129 Paige Street
(joined to 19-25
Merrimack Street)

137 Paige Street

23 Palmer Street

45 Palmer Street

36 Prescott Street
Coined to 15 Kearney
Square)

58 Prescott Street
66-82 Prescott Street
88 Prescott Street

Merrimack-Middle Street Historic District

District Data Sheet

Institute Building
McCarthy Building
Fellows Building

Central Fire House
Extension

vacant

Frank G. Cover Flour &
Grain Company Building
vacant

H.R. Bari<er Building
Union Nat'| Bank Addition

Ladd Building

vacant

Arthur Staples Building
Central Firehouse
Courier-Citizen Building
Addition

Claflin Block
Southwick Block
Old Lowell Nat'l Bank

Lowell, MA

1891

c. 1880
1886/1904
c. 1880

c. 1911

c. 1880s
ca. 1960

C.1880

c. 1880s
1889--
c. 1970s

c. 1880s
c. 1879
1919-1920

Romanesque Rev7 Queen Anne C

Italianate
Late 19th C. Commercial
Italianate

Early 20th C. Commercial

Italianate
Modem

Italianate

Late 19th C. Commercial
Romanesque Revival
Modem

Italianate
Italianate
Classical Revival

C
C

C

(]

(@]

O W w W

us]

us]

Page 4

BO1220
B01220
G00750
M22720

G00760
R05560

G00700
TO7860

J90030

J91385
G00780
M22720
L90720

R08920
F08260
S19375

Structures noted as "joined" function as one building but have prominent elevations on more than one street. They are counted as one resource; the C
or NC status has been applied to the main block of the building; secondary portions are in italics.
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NO/ 3 Q190

The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

November 19, 1999

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Places

Department of the Interior n
National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW —r-E A

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:

Enclosad please find the following technical amendment to an established National Register
Historic Didtrict:

Merrimack - Middle StregtsHistoric District, Lowell (Middlesex Co.), Mass.

Thetechnical amendment extends the period of significance to 1949, and consequently changes
the satus of anumber of properties to contributing.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg (J
National Regigter Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission

encdosure

CcC. Debra Grossman, Lowell Historical Commission
Chrigtine Beard, Preservation Consultant
Hon. Irene Donahue, Mayor, City of Lowell
Stephen Stowell, Lowell Historical Commission
Denise Sullivan, Division of Planning & Development

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 «(617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 - TDD: 1-800-392-6090
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



