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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Maine State House at Augusta, constructed during the years 1829-

1832, sets on a.beautiful site overlooking the Kennebec River. This site

was known aSFWeSton Hill and was offered to the State of Maine by the
citizens of Augusta for the site of the new Capitol in 1823. The offer
was accepted in 1827. |

_&;Egigdviéible'evidence of the original structure remains to even
suggest what it must have looked like at its completion in 1832. One
must refer to earlier views and plans to actually see the original struc-
ture. Parts of the original building are still there to be seen but iéﬂi
has been altered and realtered many times over the years.

The Maine State House was designed by Charles Bull ﬁch (1763-1844),
first native born American architect. The construction of the Capitol
Building was carried out under the direction of William %}hg, Maine's
first governor, acting at the time as Commissioner of State Buildings.

The original structure was 146' long by 50' wide with an 80' by 15'
portico. Thg doric colonade of the portico was recalled in the rear
facade by pilasters of the same order. A dome and lantern cupola sur-
mounted the central section of the structure. The four story building
was constructed of grey Hallowell granite and the inside of the building

was of wooded construction.

begun until kﬁéi and commenced with the addition of a three storg Agxing

on the west. During the years 19(71 and 1910 the State House was reb (£

(See Continuation Sheet)
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7. DESCRIPTION

to the point of retaining only Bullfinch's front and back facade and the
rotunda. The length of the building was increased to 300' and a 185' dome
was added. ’Q:vygnrikgyé;;nd of Boston drafted the plan for the rebuilding
and work was done under the supervision of Charles S. Hic Born of Augusta.
The George A. Ful%ef Co. of Boston was given the contract for the entire
project. A 12' copper gilt statue of Augusta was added to the top of the
new dome.

Today's State House, in its remodeled condition, is a typical example
of late 19th and early 20th century American Legislative Buildings. The
building is a large four story, rectangular structure with wings to the
north and south. A wing projecting to the west terminates with a round
bay. The main entrance is through a porch at the east elevation, on the
second floor level. This leads to a veranda on the third floor level which
is also a main entrance to the third floor.

The windows at all levels are rectangular except for the third floor
where arched openings occur.

The roof is flat, and gable on the wings, with membrane coverings.
There are three domes on the structure, one over the center and one over

the House and Senate wings. The center dome is sheathed.in copper. The .=

lower drum is decorated with columns and the second drum with pilas -»: Rfcg

ie]

and balustrade, which are painted and textured to represent granifp

two side domes are flattened over monitor lights. NATION
REGISTE

The State House is set é:yid beautiful landscaping and is surrg

by a masonry and stone fence.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The historical significaﬁce of Maine's State Capitol Building can-
not be overemphasized, for it is at the State Capitol in Augusta that
all the maiof‘dgg?siqns relating to and affecting the History of Maine
have, and Will‘ée:;;dé. To write the historical significance of Maine's
State Capitol would be to write a History of the State of Maine.

Whaf:is sigﬁif&cént about the State House at Augusta, other than
its history as thejééat of Maine government, is its architecture. The
fact that Maine's Capitol Building was designed by EEEE&EE»BU1lfinCh’
one of America's greatest architects, is one of its most significant

attributes.

The Maine State House is also the only recorded work of Charles

Bullfinch after his return to northern New England in 1830. The Maine
State House was the climax of an architectural career that spanned half B
a century. This building was one of Bullfinch's greatest, achievements
and remains so ev%E‘;E‘its altered condition. Of even greater signifi-
cance, architecturally, is the fact that of all the buildings designed
by Charles Bullfinéﬁ, the Maine State House is the only one to have had

a complete set of the architect's plans survive to-this day. These

plans were found inside the wood lining of ome of the brick safes in

1941 and are now housed in the State Archives at Augusta.
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
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