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i BERGEN COUNTY STONE HOUSE SURVEY 3

INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM

HISTORIC NAME: Achenbach House

COMMON NAME: ‘
LOCATION: 184 Chestnut Ridge Road
~  (East side)
MUNICIPALITY: Saddle River

OWNERSHIP: [JPut'ic " Private

OWNER/ADDRESS: Mario Paul Perillo
2 Apple Ridge Road
Saddle Rlver NJ

HOUSE ORIENTATION S 30°

IMPORTANT RELATED STRUCTURES:
Victorian barn <o north
Small sandstone structure to east

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT:
Residential
Commercial
Agricultural

[J Open Space

{0 other

COMMENTS:

CONDITION:
Excellent B Good
Fair (O peteriorated
STATUS:
B Occupied
Unoccupied
(O Work in Progress
ACCESSIBLE:
Ll Yes, Restricted
.. Yes, Unrestricted
O No

The house is
and there is

the

SJUSE | mﬁéé]

THREATS 1[@3 _ REFEREN

-)"7 e b i’ ;

MAP REFERENCES
il OJ Erskine (1778-80)
B Hopkins-Corey (1861) T. Achenbach
B walker's Atlas (1876Mrs.Achenbach
& Bromley (1912) E.P. Smith
O Other
RECOGNITION:
B National Reg1ster [J BCHS Marker
] HABS B Bailey

Bl Other N J Inventory

ORIGINAL
PRESENT:

Residence
Same

HREATS TO STRUCTURE:
Roads

Development
Zoning
Deterioration
Other

[0 No Threat

COMMENTS :

ooooms |

now entered from the north side
a 1921 stone extension to the east.

There are shed dormers on the north and south.

The living room partition has been removed and
stair case has been reversed.
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~ DESCRIPTION

pa%f 2
CONSTRUCTION DATE/SOURCE:

Main: sfter 1802
Wing: pre-Revolutionary/Bailey;
@rchitectural evidence

BUILDER: Member of Achenbach Family

FORM/PLAN TYPE:

Wing: 2 bay (B) 16'0"x18'7"
Main: 3 bay (H) 30'0"x31-1"

i FRAMING SYSTEM:

Intermediate Summer Beam (Main)
Intermediate Bearing Wall
Clear Span (Wing)

O Other

EXTERIOR WALL FABRIC:

Coursed and cut red sandstone
Clapboarded gable ends

| FenesTraTION:

Main: 3'0"x5'3-1/2" M.0. 12/12 sash (S)
2'7"x4'2" M.0. 12/8 sash (N)
Wing: 2'8"x4'2" M.0. 6/6 sash

ENTRANCE LOCATION/TYPE:

Main: West end bay w/ transom
3'2"x6'10" M.0., pair of doors
Wing: East end bay 2'11"x6'9"

4

NUMBER OF STORIES: 1-1/2, both section

No

CHIMNEY FOUNDATION:

Stone Arch (Wing)

{0 srick Arch, Stone Foundation
[J Other

FLOOR JOISTS:
6"x8" @ 22"-23" bet: Wing

FIRST FLOOR CEILING HEIGHT:
9'8": Main

FIRST FLOOR WALL THICKNESS:
1'8": Main

GARRET FLOOR JOISTS:

CELLAR: Yes
O

GARRET:
(J unfinished Space
Finished Space

ROOF:

B Gable (Wing)

Gambrel (Main)
B Curd

O Other

EAVE TREATMENT: .
Sweeping Overhang (Mn rr & wing)
Supported Overhang (Frt main)

No Overhang

[] Boxed Gutter

J other

This house is significant for its architecture and its association with
the exploration and settlement of the Bergen County, New Jersey area.
It is a reasonably well preserved example of the Form/Plan Type as shown

and more fully described herein.

As such, it is included in the Thematic

Nomination to the National Register of Historic Places for the Early
Stone Houses of Bergen County, New Jersey.

L3
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HISTORIC NAME: Achenbach House page 3 3
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION

3 page 4

Hans Georg Achenbach emigrated from Saxony and settled on Zabriskie's
New Paramus patent, locating on the eastern hill overlooking the Saddle River
valley. Romance is connected with his name, for tradition states that he was
a shepherd boy who eloped with his employer's daughter, and was therefore
compelied to leave Germany. They are buried on a promontory on their hill
farm overlooking the river. He was elected an elder of the Lutheran Church
of Ramapo in 1770 and retired as senior elder in 1774. He or his son prob-
ably built the house; the high ceilings and carved woodwork of the main
house testify to a date around 1790, but the wing may be older and pre-
revolutionary. In 1876 the house was owned by a Mrs. Achenbach, and the
property adjoining on the north side was owned by Thomas Achenbach, undoubt-
edly descendants of the builder. About 1835 Mary Ann Achenbach married
Thomas Terhune. They later inhereted the house, which came to be known as
the Terhune house. {In 1913], E. Percy Smith, bought the property... from
a land company. {He enlarged it by adding a wing built of stones from the
ruins of the Michael Ryer house in Woodcliff Lake. About 1962, the theater
people, Carol Haney and Larry Blyden, bought it with ten acres, and a few years
ago the Wahles bought it from the former's heirs.]

Although the Achenbachs were of German origin, they settled in a Dutch
locality and adopted their neighbors' style of building. The stones of the
house are dressed and well cut and laid. The house has a neat and method-
ical feeling, a slightly different atmosphere from other similar houses, which
may be attributed to the builder's German origin.

The house stands on the east si&e of Chestnut Ridge Road, north of the
road which climbs the hill from Saddle River village.

(The above, except for our comment, which is bracketed [], is quoted
from Rosalie Fellows Bailey's Pre-Revolutionary Dutch Houses and Families
in Northern New Jersey and Southern New York. New York: Dover Publicationms,
Inc. 1968.) '

Mrs. Wahle, the owner, has updated the Bailey history in her National
Register nomination.
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ACHENBACH HOUSE - Saddle River

¢
BACKGROUND - from Maria Hopper, Reginald McMahon and Howard I. Dufte.

.

John (Hans) Geroge Achenbach's sons Rinehart and George (born January
23, 1739) leased the BOKS SWAMP TRACT (Lot No. 122) about 1757 but
did not get a deed for it until 1792. George probably built the wing
of the house in this period. His sons Thomas, Richard, and Lawrence
along with six daughters lived here until George's death in 1802 and
after that the main unit was constructed. The wing and 50 acres was
left to Thomas with the instructions that he and Rinard were to "help
Lawrence build his house'" on the divided land. Rinard and Lawrence
founded the Saddle River Lutheran Church.

-+ Q i &F ol L
. ¥ 3 & '
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% 10 left, photograph of
~ barn's east side, 1984
neg. file #6-12. To
bottom left, photograph
of root cellar, 1984,
neg. file #6-2. To bottom
right, photograph of ash
B house or dairy sheds?

§ 1984, neg. file # 6-11.




.3 page 6 ‘

‘ '|J‘-\‘H.‘ l;;l VIESDEP SV ENENT O FHY NG INOGE
NATIONAL PARK SERV!'CE
'ATIONAL REGISTER GF KISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NCMINATIGN FORN;

FOR NPT USE ONLY
RECEIVED

DATE ENTERED

b . e
P ——

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IV HOW TO CONIPLETE [WATIGIVAL REGISTER FORMS
. TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIOIS

-

ACEENBACE ECUSC

[ E’; iLO CATIGCN
STREET & NUMEBER 3
184 Chestrnut Ridge Road —_NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CiTY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Saddle River — VICIN:TY OF 7th
STATE CCOE COUNTY COCc
New Jersey' . -. 34 Bergen cro3
| - ) A
S ]CLASSIFICATICN
CATEGCRY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
—CISTRICT —PUELIC Koccurizo —AGRICULTURE —~MUSZUM
XEUILDNGIS X PRIVATE —UNCCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL —PARK
—~STRUCTURE __ECTH —WORK IN FRCGRESS __EDUCAT:ONAL  X_PRIVATE RESIDENCE
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT _RZL'GIOUS
—OB3JECT _INPROCESS XvES RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
’ —BEING CONS!DERED —YES UNRESTRICTED © __INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATICN
: : - LNO ' © . _MIUTARY __OTHER
[L]OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAE -
.- HERBERT -G. WAHLE
STREET & NUMBER
184 Chestnut Ridge Road
CITY TGWN T T STATE
Saddle River VICINITY OF New Jersey

[EJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

CCURTHOUSE
REG!STRY C* DEEDS, ETC.

Adninistrative Building

STREET & NUMEER

355 Main Street

CiTY TOWN
Backensack

STATE
New Jersey

2 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE Now Jersey Historic Sites Inventory (#2714.7)
DATE —
1961, 1972 —FEDERAL ._STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL
DEFQSITORY FOR
SURVEYRECORDS office of Historic Preservation._
arty. TOWN STATE

Trenton

AT me v Pmorom e

[ Y79



s

‘ EDESCRKPTION 3 page 7

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
szc:uem __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED XORIGINAL SITE
__GOO0D _ RUINS XALTERED _ MGVID DATE ___ . .
_FA'R _ UNEXPOSED

DESCRIEE THE PRISINT AND GRIGINAL (IF KNUWH PHYSICAL AFPLARANCE

The 4chenbach Houce is located on the east side of Chestnut Ridge, Eurough cf
Szidle River, Eecrgen County, ¥ew Jerser. The area is rural in nature, s is the
township end, generally, this secticn cf the county. Saddle Ziver is o community of
tecutiful hozes of all ages, and is uncergoing the pressures cf greowtu, altucugn thneé

rural quality will be reasonably retained through a zoning policy of two acre minimim
lots. Originclly a farming community, the maintenance of a rural etmosphere is
cssible. :

This house is locezted on the lot cn an east-west auis and built close to the
road; becth features typical to homes of this era. The south facing front, with its
cpcz porch, overlooks a beautiful terrace garden. The quality cf the grounds adds
greatly to the beauty cfsthe house. Stone walls and garden paths peander through the
property. There is aiso a barn connected to the driveway to the north. A small
sandstone structure tc. the east of the house was purportedly used as an ash depository.
However, its age and use have not been confirmed.

¢

The house is an excellent example of the 18th century Dutch (Flemish) Colonizl
hczesteads fecurd in the northern Kew Jersey - southern New York area, possessirg zll
of the classic features, including the sweeping overhang. Built in three sectio=ms,
the earliest (2nd presuzed original) is the west wing.

This wast wirg is of early to mid-18th century design and constructicz, and frex
.21l appezrecces, wculd support a cornstruction date of 1757 cr earlier. Oriented c2 a
north-south axis, typical of the pericd, the wing is approxicately 16° by 24°, omne
level, with a loft ard ro basexment or crawlspace. Exterior walls are cut local
szndstone, with a fraze section to the north. Trapazoidal sardstore lirntels support
wicdow and door operings. A recent photo of the fraze section shows heavy hand hewn
wall studs resting on a plate directly on the ground. This photco,about ten years
old, indicates brick £ill between the joists. If not original, the frame section
appears to be quite early, probably 18th century. The wing is a typical ome room
plan, with Dutch doors in the north and south facades. .A,rather steeply pitched
gable roof has a single dormer facing south. The original exposed first floor
ceiling beams, finely. finished and beaded, and the wide plank pine floor boards have
survived. The present fireplace is not original, and the exposed ceiling framing,
with a heavy summer beam and surround beams indicate a much larger original fireplace,
rerhaps jacmbless, which would have been common for the period. This room served as
the kitchen for the enlarged house. It has survived in remarkably umadulterated
condition. The original second story loft has been finished and is reached by an
added stzircase.

The first addition to the original wing was added to the east and is also of
classic 18th century Dutch (Flemish) Colonial design. Of two stories approxicately
22° by 29°, with a full cellar, this section has a gambrel roof with dormers facing
north and south.- Typically north-south oriented, this section has a continuous
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DESCRIZPTICYH (continued)

open pcrch (piazza) fac1“5 scuth with wood colucmns. Exterior walls are cut local
sancstcne, with handscze® Dutch doors in the north and south elevaticns. The founda-
tion is of rubble stome including a classic arched fireplace foundation. Windows in
this section are 12/12 on the south wall, 9/6 on the west wall, and 12/8 on the north
wall.

]

The icterior of the cain £lcor retains wide pine floor boards, exposed ceiling
bezzms (scze beaded which are preobebly the origirel) with additional (prcbably
non~structural) beams zdded. A ba“,ucze yood chair reil of & simple but elegant
desigz rezeins The fir enxace cexztle is worthy cf special ncte, teirng zz= excellent
exazrple ¢ z firely carved "Adazassgue" strle, using the sunburst design extensively.
A built-izn wccd cupboard is adjecent to the fireplace end is also very finely
deteiled &nd constructed The first £floor ceiling is unusuvaliy high for the pericd,
suppcsedly attributed to the Cerman backgrocund of the original family. This séction
orgireliy ccztained tvwo rcems to the south, 2 smaller room arnd ball on the nerth,
with . a staircase to the upstairs hall and four rccms. Reportedly, when this section
was adled, the original west wing was used as the kitchen.

.

[

The seccnd and last addition is to the east of the first addition. This second
addition utilized the original sandstone (and perhaps rubble stone for the cellar
foundation) from an 18th century house in Woodcliff Lake, known as the Michael Ryer
house. This addition was added in 1921. The ceiling of the second addition appar-~
ently was raised. A subtle, but definite difference in mortar joints is visible on
the extericr wall, supporting this conclusion. The care and workmanship in this
addition is cf such high quality that the result is harmonious and pleasing. The
open porch was continued over the latest addition, and Victorian trim wzs removed and
woodwork more similar to the original design installed. Windows on the south are
12/12, three 6/6 face east, and two 12/8 windows face mnorth, with ar oval window at
the ccronecting point. This section has wide pine plank floors. The exposed ceiling
beanms, however, are "boxed" but are very carefully detailed and constructed so as to
conplicent the effect The fireplace mantel, backing onto the living rcom fireplace
in the first gddition, is a handsome, though sicpler detailed piece, reportedly frem
New York State, and of a local design. This section is also of two steries with a
full cellar. At the time of the second addition, the roof dormers to the north were
changed to a continuous shed type, and a large shed type dormer imstalled at the
center of the south side of the roof. Alsoc, at the time of the addition, the entrance
hall staircase was reversed, and the room off the hall was closed to the hall and
opened to the kitchen area. A portion of the original open porch, at the south east,

.
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DESCR2IPTIC) (continued)

has tezn enclecsed. A full attic is over both additions. The main level of this
secticn conteins dining rcoom, kitchen, hall, laundry rocc and bath. The second level
conteins two bedroozs, z study and a bath.

The condition of the house is excellent, and reflects the owners’ commitment to
its preservaticn.

‘ -

Rezzizirg outbuilidirngs are: barn, chicken cocp, root cellar (kcusing wzter
pu=p) and ash house (now used as bathhouse for swimzirng peol which replaced the old
tennis couct built by Mr. Smith).
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Achenbach House
Sadale River
Bergen County, New Jersey
7. Description of Outbuildings

Well 5' x 5' - was clapboard, covered with red sandstone

at time of third addition to house in 1923 - peaked
shingle roof on frame. Still in use. (See photo

X)

Two attached outbuildings (see photo IX)

1) 9' x 11' red sandstone with slanted roof - 2 small
windows on west side, batten door on east.
Use: 1912-1940's "ash house"
now used as bath house
for pool

2) 8' x 12' three-quarter underground room attached to
1) - flat roof with vent, cemented exterior and
interior with slanting batten doors - now used for
pool storage (possible dairy use for both of these
buildings pre-1900)

Underground root cellar converted to puﬁp house in 1923.6' x 8'
- cemented interior with slanted batten doors. (photo #VIII)

Chicken Coup - 8' x 21' - clapboard with sharply slanted roof -
3 windows with windowed batten door on south side. (photo
#$VII)

Barn - 24' x 32' - clapboard with peaked shlngled roof contain-
ing hay-loft and two box stalls - garage for 1 car.Cupola is
1963 addition not in keeping with barn.

East side - one window in gable, dove-cote underneath, two
lower small windows over stalls, manure chute on left,
large batten door to right.

South side - one window in gable, large garage doors, one
regular batten door and one sliding batten door.

West side - upper "hay" door in gable and two fullsized w1ndows
below. (photo #VI)

“erry Xarschner 3/ 1579




PN . .
& >y

3 page 11

L] o
1SIGNIFICANCE
pe RIOD ‘ AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
PLIHISTON:IZ  _ARCHEULUGY PREHISTCR:C  __COMM Z*uTY PLA%NSING .. LANDSCLPE LRCHITELTURE RELIGiON
M(CO-1452 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISIOR!C — CONSERVATION - LAW ~SCiFNCe
{§20-1529 —AGP TULTUPE — ECONCLNNCS _LitzesT of ~ SCULPT HE
16-0-7€22 X-ARCH TILTURE ~EDCCAT:ON ~ALUTARY ~ SCTrAL HUMANITAR LN
Ki1r3c 1703 —ART __ENGNEERING —.MUSiC — THEATER
B30 €SS —Coradrie - E¥PLOPATION SETTLEMENT —ERULLSOPHY —TRANIPORTATION
19a0 —COMMUN.CATIONS —INDUZTRY —®OLT LS GOJIRNME"T .. GTHER -SPECIFY)
~INVESTION
. WECIFICDATES (g, 1757, 1764 BUILDER/ARCHITECT  35pan (Hans) George Achenbach

SIATENMENT OF SIGHIFICANCE

The Ackerbach house with its sweeping overhazg, is one of the finest exacples
5f o0ld Dutch Colonial (Fleﬁish) arcnitecture in this area and the second oldest
in the town cf Saddle River. The owner and builder, Johan (Hans) George Achenbach,
narried a member of the Van Buskirk family, who were among Bergen Coumty’s first
landowners and was himself unusual in that he was reputed to be a school-teacher and
"had the largest collection of books and and an excellent handwritirg" (TEE LANDSCAPE
- Alfred P. Snith. May, 1887).

The prcperty was owned by the East Jersey Properietors until April 23, 1752
at wiich times Andries T. Van Buskirk bough:t it. It was knewn as the “Second Homestezd
Tract, Lot #122 # Boks Swzz=p" tract which was lezced by Rinehart Achecbach in 1757
and by George Acherbach in 1760 with a known hezestead on it. This house might have
béer a tenant farm house (Regionzld Mclahon, "Wierirus®”, Bergen County Eistory.
1974).

The Budke Manuscript Collection, (Vol. 80 dated 8/21/1752), in the Rew York
Public Libary shows a lease on March 21, 1760 by Jurie Hagzback (Achenback) for one
year rent of 100 acres for 10 shillings.

The published minutes of the East Jersey Proprietors, (Vol. 3 1745-1764, page
403), refers to ‘a meeting August 19, 1763 at which time 123 leases were executed with
tenants at "Romapock”. Among them, Lot No. 122 containing 306 acres was leased
August 9, I763 to Lawrence' Buskirk, Ryndert Achenbach, Abraham Vanderbeck and Adam
Snyder at a rental per year of 60 shillings; each having a share of land. Ryndert
Achenbach was Johan Geroge’s father and Laurence Van Buskirk was Johan George’s
‘father-in-law. :

The second part of the house, or center section, was built in 1764 (nanuscript
records of Mrs. Mark Inskeep, descendant of builder, Johan George Achenbach).

(Johan) George Achenbach was taxed for property in Harington Township, September
1779 as holdirg 80 acres of improved land and cattle and designated "householder".
(T2x Ratables. Harington Township. 1779) ' :

A copy of ihe deed transferring title to morthern 103.46 acres of Lot 122 con-
veyed to (Johan) George Achenbach on August 22, 1795 from John Neafie for 124 pounds,
3 shillings. (Bergen County Deeds. Book 714, page 103.) ’

. '
- "The homestead and 50 acres of property through the farm East and West was
inherited by the youngest son, Thomas Achenbach in 1802 (George Achenbach will.’
Proveq Sept. 1802 Lib. 40 pl 38 file 3219). - :

.~ .
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SIGNIFICANCL (Continued)

The property later was inherited in 1867 by Thomas® son, George Achenbach.
(Bergen County Docket 3 page 63 #4 -250). The will is interesting in that it lists
the rocms and outbuildings: 2 bedrooms, parlor, hall, garret, 2 bedrooms in garret,
kitchen, cellar, outkitchen, blacksmith shop, wagonhouse, workshop and barn. George
died on June 17, 1874 leaving the house to his wife, Leah "Margaret" Quackenbush
Achenbach. After six, years she died in 1880 leaving the property to her children,
Thomas, David, George, Jr. They sold it to their aunt (George’s sister), Mary Ann
Achtenbzch Terhune, the widow of John Richard Terhune (Bergen County Book 10 - page
520). *

Waen Yzry Apn Terhurne died on March 23, 1898, her children, Peter Orlando and
Thezzs, lest the portgaged estate to the Hollard Lard & Improvexzent Co. whe sold 5
acres with the house and cutbuildings to Mr. and Mrs. Percy Szith in 1912. 1In 1920 Szith
bought the stones and remairs of the Michael Ryer house in Woodcliff lake to build
the east vwirg of the house in keeping with the original two sections. (Hosey Storms
supervised znd Scafuro was the mascn). At this time the garderns were developed and
stone walls built by Mr. Szmith himself from old walls of the criginal farm. The
store on the wellhouse was added then.

In 1960 the house was sold Sy Mrs. Percy Smith to Mr. and Mrs. Larry Blyden,
and, in 1965,was again sold with 3 acres to Mr. and Mrs Herbert Wahle, who are the
present owners.

The Achenbach House is an important example of that gfoup of houses, located in
the northern New Jersey-southern New York area commonly referred to as Dutch Colonial
desigrn, constructed in the 18th Century. Having the classic, Flemish influenced,
design elerments, all of the sections of the house are of historic architectural
importance resulting in one of the most attractive, well-cared for examples extant in
Bergen Cournty, also representing one of the original Colonial farmsteads of an
important Bergen County family. The originmal wing, dating to at least 1757, and .
perhaps socevwhat earlier, is one of the oldest houses in Bergen County and may be the
oldest in Szddle River.

The great care and concern exhibited by the present and previous owners
reflects in the high quality of preservation work through the years. The present
appearance and condition show dramatically how the heritage of an historic house can

be respected, while incorporating all of the modern conveniences required by today’s
living standards.
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-/ . .N.J. Proprietors, Vol 3 Mrs. Mark Inskeep, %. Carolina
N.J. Archives Mr. Howard Durie, 26 (uaker Rd.
Budke Mss. Ccllection, N.Y. Pomona, N.Y.

Fublic Library
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
Zlock 9, 1ot 7 of Saddle z;ver Tex llzps. The property is spproxizately 350 feet
(on ChestnutiRidge foad) by 325 fest. . .

(ISTALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVE.R.LAPP-ING STATE OR' COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE CODE « COUNTY CODE
EB1FORM PREPARED BY

naue TiT.e Mrse Herbert Wahle, Owner
184 Chestnut Ridge Road, Saddle River, N.J. 07458 Tel: (201) 327-5480

ORGANIZATION Mr. Albin H. Rothe, A.I.A. DATE
60 East Main Street —
. STREET & NuMBER - Ramsey, New Jersey 07446 TELEPHONE (201) 327_1580
CITY OR TOWN STATE

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE 1S:
NATIONAL ___ STATE : LOCAL XX_

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1866 (Public Law 89-665). |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the

‘ criteria and procedurey set fo the National fark Service.
Deputy
STATE HISTOHIC

TITLE Deputy Commissioner, Dept. of Envirommental Protection

oate O =y 275

[FOR NPS USE ONLY _
{ HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER
" DATE
KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER
. |ATTEST: DATE
~ OMEF OF REGISTRATION
GPO 921-80)
N ‘ . ’ . T - ';"’x g;;.‘
: . . - , k3 RS .—:
o . i“‘_‘p’{ -}x.:l ’9""’—(\ " “r-‘v.> ul-fjé




~ o1y 300
pagesly > 3
UNITELDSTATESDEPARTIMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONA. PARK SEKYICL

- <

FOR NPSUZZ OILY R

RZCZiVED

NATICNAL REGISTER OF iSTORIC PLACES

L e e come «

INVENTGRY -- NCMINATION FORM ATEE 2 s
. Acherz=cr. House .

Seiiie ‘iver
1Bergzn Court:» Zew Jersey C3L K
CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER ¢ PAGE 2

BIBLICGRAPEICAL REFERENCES (Ccntinued)
) .
TEZ LANDSCAPE - Alfred P. Smith 1882-1902
PRE-REVOLUTIONARY DUTCH HOUSES (etc.) -~ Rosalie F. Bailey 1936, p.269
3ergen Historical Society Anual 1974 - WIERIMUS by Reg. McMahon Plate 70

.

W

LN




sy el r eI I PR I A . -’.,' - DJ?E" " Co
e : . o .' fa " '41.- ‘._.. ., Y3
) ‘ ‘.’ ‘ '/
| | ' - PR
h ,»r' G el .,‘ ps :
L o c k 4 T 2N , R .

BARN L.

v:ewﬁ

H.Roor -
Dme CELAR O

301 zv? w""”{“

2
: S
Achenbach House
Saddle River
Bergen Coonty

35684

7629

'
36500
: d -4
’ res

0 [
92:23
fSZ

/9vae
925

3
- 7A |
o f | | 10.084-Ac
§ - _

10~ fE

A

30 ORAINAGA  EASE wz.s'r-{

s em——

L e aE Bl Rl NS~ . o 3
w 7 > . - «




Page 16

Nl

N

s
[ etrg
o

)
{1

N
4 : 8y “\

o

South side of barn, 1984.
Neg. file #7-6
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AUHENBACH HOUSE page 17 3

184 Chestnut Ridge Road ;f y :

Saddle River, New Jersey 2 I 708.
L\

Research undertaken in order to apply for National Register
listing which was granted in 1979 has proven that Johan George
Achenbach could not possibly have been the "shepherd boy" of
Rosalie Bailey's "Pre-Revolutionary Dutch Houses of Northern New
Jersey".

He was the first school teacher in Saddle River, had the best
hand-writing (wrote up deeds and wills for people) and had the
most books of any resident (see "The Landscape" - May 1887).
He also did not "elope with his employer's daughter” from
Germany but married Antje Van Buskirk, daughter of Laurens Van
Buskirk of Saddle River in 1763.

The INskeep map states that the house was built in 1764. (The
addition to the first tenant farmhouse). Mrs. Inskeep was a
descendant of the Achenbachs and allowed me to copy Johan George's
list of children and will written in his own handwriting in Dutch.
Since he married in 1763 it is logical that he ypuld have added to
the little house which is marked as an existing house on Regald
McMahon's map (see p. 50 - "Wearimus" - Bergen County Historical
Society Annual of 1474) in 1764 - not in 1790 when his children
were already grown and he was 51 years old. HIs son could not
have built the house because he inherited it in his father's will
in 1802.

Johan George Achenbach is not buried on his farm, but in the

Van Buskirk cemetery in the valley alongside the Saddle River

on the present Gildea property (47 East Saddle River Rd.) The
1911 survey of this cemetery shows another Achenbach (dates
illegible) by name of Reinhard (note German spelling with
inscription in German). Since Johan George's eldest son was
also named Rynhard (Dutch spelling) and the custom was for the
eldest son to be named after the paternal grandfather, I believe
this Reinhard was Johan George's father who was probably the
immigrant from Saxony about whom the tale is told.

Reg McMahon, on his map (p. 50 - "Wearimus"article, Bergen Cy.
Historical Society 1974) shows that the property was rented in
1757 to Rinehart (?) Achenbach when Johan George would have been
18 - and then in 1762 to Johan George, a year before he married.
I believe these were father and son and that the father died
before 1762 at which time the son took over the land.

Information supplied by Ilse Wahle, May 1985.




e i Alfred P, Smith - "THE LANDSCAPE" - Mav_1887 issue

3 "The first of the name of Achenbach in this part of the

county came from Dfisseldorf, settling at Chestnut Ridge

page sometime during the last century. He was the pnossessor
18 of a good collection of books and specimens of his

handwriting show that he was a man of excellent education.”
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PLATE 70

Achenbach House
- : Chestnut Ridge Road, Saddle River

The wing of this house may have been built a few years before the Revolution by Hans George
Achenbach, a Saxon shepherd boy. The main house is definitely post-revolutionary. The house is Dutch
in style, but a different atmosphere, a neat and methodical feeling which pervades, may be due to the
builder's German origin. ‘




.‘\-r—l\;rx:ﬁ:ms, Ackenbachs, Conkhins i Baldwins,  John (;‘(-4;rg‘c_1\chcq- .
| bach located on the Lastern hill everlooking the Valley, He was a
German Shepherd boy who ran away with his emplover's daughter, and
§i the eloping pair never communicated their whereabouts to their relatives
in the Fatherland. The graves of these early settlers are located on a
promontory,overlooking the Saddle River Brook a few rods south of the
land of Thomas Eckerson. A flat stone gathered from their farms,
marks their resting place, but the winds and storms of a century and a
§ half have effaced the rude inscriptions that denoted their individual

graves, ¢

; "HISTORVY OF BERGENMN COUNTV
Published in 1900

-

‘ James Van Valen 3
§ -~ page 228 Page 19
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Other carly settlers were the Ackermans, Ackenbachs, Conklins and Bald-
wins. John G. Ackenbach located on the eastern hill overlooking the valley.
I1e was a German shepherd boy who ran away with his employer’s daughter,
and the eloping pair never communicated their whereabouts to their relatives
in the Fatherland. The graves of these pioneer settlers are located on a pro-
montory overlooking the Saddle River brook. A flat stone gathered from their
farm marks their last resting place, but the winds and storms of more than a
century and a half have effaced the rude inscriptions that indicated their indi-
vidual graves. : .

"HISTORPY OF BERGEN COUNTV, N..
Published in 1923 [C10-T7
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page 409 Volume I
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- RY DUTCH HOUSES AND FAMILIES
PRE-REVOLUTIONA
IN NORTHERN NEW JERSEY AND SOUTHERN NEW YORK

by g_o_j;a}'_ig_._f‘elloy_s Bailey _B}b‘:gﬁ? ggp}xqsa:éMargaret Dlezrlgv.m

Page 269 Plate 70

N HOUSES IN BERGEN (IncLupiNG IuUDSON)
COUNTY |

‘Achenbach House
Chestnut Ridge Road, Saddle River
PLATE 70

Hans Georg Achenbach emigrated from Saxony and settled on Zabriskie's
New Paramus patent, locating on the eastern hill overlooking the Saddle River
valley. Romance is connected with his namec, for tradition states that he was a
shepherd boy who eloped with his employer’s daughter, and was therefore compelled
to leave Germany. They are buried on a promontory on their hill farm overlooking
the river. He was clected an clder of the Lutheran Church of Rancapo in 1770 and
retired as senior elder in 1774, He or his son probably built the house; the high §

_ceilings and carved woodwork of the main housc testify to a date around 1790, but
the wing may bc older and pre-revolutionary. In 1876 the house was owned by a
Mrs. Achenbach, and the property adjoining on the north was owned by Thomas
Achenbach, undoubtedly descendants of the builder., About 1835 Mary Ann
Achenbach marricd Thomas Terhune. They later inherited the house, which came
to be known as the Terhune house. The present owner, E, Percy Smith, bought
the property about twenty years ago from a land company. )

Although the Achenbachs were of Gerntan orizin, they scitled in a Dutch
locality and adopted their ncighbors’ style of building. The stones of the house are
dressed and well cut and laid. The house has a neat and methodical fecling, a |
slightly cifferent atmosphere from other similar houscs, which may be attributed §

to the buildzr"s German origin.
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Husband's full name__John George ACHENBACH

Wife’s full maiden name_Antye VAN RUSKXIPRK
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