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AREA FORM' NO.
FORM B - BU LD NG 139
MASSACHUSETTS HI STORI CAL GOW SSI ON
80 BOYLSTON STREET, BOSTON M\ 02116
Town Sher born

| Address 137 South Miin Street'

| Historic Nane Charles Hol brook House
I

AHOO (3x3" or 3x5", black &white)
staple toleft side of fora Use: Present Residence

Phot o nuniber Ori gi aal Residence

DESCRIPTION":

Date ca. 1870-1875

Source V/A -
KETH HP
Showproperty's location i n relation Style. Second Enpire
to nearest cross streets and/ or
geographi cal features. Indicate Architect NA
all btiildings between inventoried
property and nearest intersection. Exterior wall fabric C apboard/ Slate Ro
I ndi cate north.
Qut bui I di ngs Barn/ Gar aae [

See attached nap,

Major alterations (with dates) None

Mved N Date NMA

Approx. acreage 5.20
Recorded by Betsy Friedberg Setting Situated on a knoll, behind a sem -
Organi zation Mass. Historical Gomm ssion rimliar drive, thehouse if, surrounded by
Date My 1985 mature trees, manicured shrubs, and a

broad front |awn.

o UM r ef erence:
(Staple additional sheets here) A-19 305060 4677360
B-19 305070 4677260
G 19 304920 4677220
X 0-19 304910 4677320

scal e 1:25, 000 Medfiel d Quadrangl e



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Destribe inportant ar chitectural features and
evaluate in tams of other buildings within the community.)

The Charles Holbrook House is the finest Second Empire-style house in Sherborn.
Although little more than a cottage in terms of scale, the building's facade

include high-style elements found tn far grander Second Empire-style residences:
for example, bracketed porches, polygonal bay, ornate dormer enframements, and a

slate shingle-covered mansard roof. Of interest are the original multipaneled
front door and granite steps.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owmeas played in local or state
history and how the building relates to the derdgoment of the conniunity.)

The house was built cao 1870-1875 for Charles Holbr*iok, one of the sons of
Jonathan Holbrook, the Sherborn cider maker. Holbrook's cider mill was located in
South Sherborn on Forest Street. Charles Holbrook worked with his father, in

cider production, and their mill, which operated from 1853 until 1897, was known
as the world's largest such facility. The prosperity of the Holbrooks' enterprise
is reflected in the exterior and interior finishes on this house, which was

built along Sherborn's major roadway, a short distance from the mill. The
building contains superb interior woodwork throughout. It is interesting to

note that #5 Washington Street (ca. 1878-1880, #146) was almost a carbon copy

of 137 South Main Street until a fire destroyed its mansard roof in the 1940s.

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION ' Y

The Charles Holbrook House, a finely detailed example of the Second En,pire-
style, and the.best of only a handful of examples in Sherborn, retains integrity
of setting, design, materials, location, feeling, and workmanship, as well as
associations with a member of Sherborn's most enterprising late 19th century
family, the Holbrooks. The building thus fulfils Criteria Cand A of the
National Register of Historic Places. ..

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name of px+t»lication, author, date and publisher)

Maps of 1875 & 1889.
Ann C. Shaugnessy-A Guide to Sherborn, 1974

-History of Sherborn, 1974
Margaret Dowse Buntin's research

MP KEY

A House
B Barn/ Garage
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WASO Form -177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE JAAA>/\

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Holbrook, Charles, House (Sherborn MRA)
Middlesex County

MASSACHUSETTS Working No. ivV/i2 0
Fed. Reg. Date

pae Due: J/AA9AAN~ - [AXAA

Action:  tMCEPT /| — t—M>
*  resubmission Ar«d In T.59 RETURN
e nomination by person or local government REJECT.
CD owner objection Feoeral Agjency:
O appeal
Substantive Review: CZ sample e request e appeal im NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.Substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Statu* Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * vyes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent | | deteriorated unaltered e original site
im good I Iruins altered moved date.
o fair n unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

0 summary paragraph
d| completeness

e clarity

e alterations/integrity
e dates

1 Iboundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

[13 completeness

n clarity

n applicable criteria

e justification of areas checked

« relating significance to the resource
CZ) context

CD relationship of integrity to significance
I I'justification of exception

CD other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CD Maps
CD Photographs
e other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

GPO 91 8-450
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# 139
Mp # 12

137 South Main
Lot # 108

1969 Assessors Mp

Scale 1"

200'



Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000293



