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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Myrtle Hill Plantation House is located in a rural area 5
miles from Gloster on Louisiana Highway 5 between the communities of
Gloster and Kingston and some 30 miles south of Shreveport. The house was
built shortly after 1852 and is one of the few remaining antebellum homes
in DeSoto Parish.

Two English brothers named Robbins were apparently brought
over to construct several homes in thevicinity. The original house,
measuring approximately 40' x 55' consisted of a 12' wide central hall, 40"
long, with two rooms of equal size on each side. The rooms are separated
by back-to-back brick fireplaces with side closets. Today the hall contains
a stairway descending to the basement and the four rooms are used for a
living room and bedrooms.

The kitchen and dining room wing, with its porchei/dg both
sides, was added to the rear of the house some time in the 1880VYs after the
original kitchen burned. This addition also involved the partial demolition
of the original back porch which covered the entire 55' width of the house.

The house has Greek Revival features. The pedimented portico
with four pillars at the main entrance has an entablature continuing across
the front of the house and terminating over pilasters at the corners. Other
Classical elements may be noted at cornices, on column caps, at the base of
the bevelled wood siding, and in the mantels.

Because of the construction of other houses in the vicinity at

same time, it is believed that the builders developed a fairly sophisticated

lumber mill system for the construction of the neighborhood houses. The 6"
walls are framed with 3" x 6" posts about 28" on center and the other framing
members such as joists and sills are consistent with this size. All are
rough sawn or hand-hewn, fastened with hardwood pegs or square cut nails.

The rails and stiles of the doors (3" thick and 4%' wide) with their some-
what crudely hand-carved panel mouldings are mortised and tennoned. Brass
hardware with keyhole covers and china door knobs were probably shipped

from "the East." The 16' ceilings convincingly support the over-size

windows and doors, and suggest the desingers' awareness of the North Louisiana
climate. '

The 2" x 8" square cut heart pine floors have been retained.
Interior walls and ceilings were originally plaster over wood lath, but the
plaster disintegrated beyond repair and was covered in 1937.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Myrtle Hill Plantation House is one of the few remaining ante-
bellum homes in DeSoto Parlsh. It was built by Edwa;d/kiggs, apparently
shortly after 18%/,f ' '
g Later Mr. Riggs sold the property to James
Taylor Means who had lived at nearby Roseneath Plantation before his
marriage.

During the years 1835 to 1840 some 13 families had come to this
section of Louisiana from South Carolina and settled within one or two
miles of each other. They were all planters, slave owners, and fairly
well-to-do.

Two brothers named Robbins are said to have been "brought over
from England" to build the homes of these families. The story goes
that these two architect-master builders, for $500.00 in gold and "keep",
would, with the available slave-labor, build the houses and remain
for as many years as necessary to accomplish the assignment.

Because so few antebe1139/€0u3e3 remain in this area, this
structure with its Greek Revi ﬁflgure&*lllustrates the adaptation
of that style to the rural no h Loulsiana coudltlons and tastes of
the middle of the 19th centuryV ‘rrr; N
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EFERENCES

1. Louisiana Plantation Homes: Colonlal and Ante-bellum by D. Darrell
Overdyke, Published by Architectural Book Publishing Co.,
1965, Gretna, La.

2. A clipping from the files of Henry F. Means, grandson of James T. Means,
source unknown - made from page 325.

3. Shreveport Times Article: Dated April 15, 1923 describing a tour of

4. An Architectural Evaluation by Theodore A. Flaxman, Member Emeritus,

Myrtle Hill "Picturesque and Historic Tours' by Mary McKeller.
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NAME AND TITLE:

Ray P. Oden, Sr., Owner

ORGANIZATION DATE
March 1973
STREET AND NUMBER:
603 Wilder Place
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Shreveport Louisiana ' 22

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

’ -\\ .

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

State Local g / ;)\ v

ATTEST:
vy R Broussard T
Til

cr

and Cultural Preservation th' Kmizgz;%enyhawlRerwr (//

. 5 /57?

Date April 19, 1974 Date

ta Hlstorlc Preservation Offider
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