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DESCRIPTION

(Check One)

Excellent S| Good e Fair ¢ Deterioroted ¢ Ruins . Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) CChecfc One;
Altered A Unaltered «  Moved 1 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (H known) PHYSfCA L IAPPEARANCE

The Hol yoke-French House, built i n1760, i slocated on a broad, tree-lined
street i nBoxford Center, a quiet village with a common, church, old houses,
town hall and a country store. |t faces south toward a small triangular
green. The contiguous property i sfairly open with sone planting and shade
trees. The grounds surrounding thehouse have informal gardens and |and-
scaping. O thenorth where theland rises, theproperty i sbounded by a
stone wall which continues on t heeast and on a small section of thesouth
side. Fromthere a picket fence conpletes t heboundary t ot he southwest
corner.

The symetrical, 2%story late Colonial house i scovered with clapboard
siding, now painted a pale yellow. The ridge of t heganmbrel roof i s in-
terrupted by a pair of chimeys set i nftcm each end about eight feet.' The
front (south) center entrance has an appropriate double crossed door; direct
ly above but within thedoor frame, arefive lights. It i sflanked by two
graceful fluted pilasters which support an entablature and unbroken pedi-
ment. The west and north facades also have center entrances. The overall
width of thewest (side) entrance i snarrower than t hesouth and has a
doubl e crossed door of an earlier period. This entrance has architectural
features similar to-those surrounding the nain door, although the pilasters
are slimer and nore elongated. A four light transomis |ocated betweent he
door and entablature. The north entrance i ssimilar but carries no pediment

The house i sfive bays wide and three deep. The shuttered w ndows, regular-
ly spaced, aresash with 9-over-9 small panes and have sinple wooden lintels
and sills. At one time, possibly i nthe19thcentury, two dornmer w ndows
were added on t hefront (south); these were renoved i n 1961 when t he Boxford
Historical Sodlety did extensive restorationwork. O the main facade there
are a pair of windows on each side of thefront door; four windows are set
evenly above them Onh t hesecond floor and a fifth i scentered over thedoor.
O theeast facade the windows of thefirst and second floors areset three
above thirfee. @ thethird floor, there aretwowith thew ndow towardt he
north setdirectly above t he end wi ndow bel ow; t hew ndow toward t he south
is setinslightly. The west facade i sidentical except that a door re-
places thecenter window n therear (north) facade, one window i s set
east of theentrance and three windows on t hesecond story are set one above
the first floor wi ndow, one above theentrance and thethird above theridge
of theell.

/
The 1%story el | extends fromthenorth side. |t i ssimle Gothic Revival
in style, i scovered with wide brown vertical siding and has a steep pitched
roof with a gingerbread bargeboard and one chimey. Like thenmain house,
the facades and plan aresymetrical, with central doors on t hewest and east
"Ahen Each door i sflanked on either side by a window O thenorthf a-
Mall,window i sset on either side of thecenter one, and one w ndow
AiChntejtw above them on t hesecond floor. Above each opening a cornice
icorftted,. “Ith small raised dianmonds i's supported by ‘brackets.

(see continuation sheet)
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7. DESCRPTION (continued) '

Between theel ltothenorth and t he house proper an area about six feet deep
(north tosouth) and fifteen feet wide, containinga pantry and bath, i s
attached t ot hehouse fromitsrear west corner tothenorth entrance. The
roof on this area i sseveral feet lower than that of theell, thus dividing,
architecturally, theone structure from theother.

To thenorth of themin house i sa cobbler shop (10' by 10') noved fromt he
old Chadwi ck place in Wst Boxford i nthe 1950's. About 100 feet to the
northeast i sa 1%story barn, c. 1900, built into a small rise i nthe ground,
of wide board siding and sinmple design.

Except for theell (built c. 1890) totherear, theHol yoke-French House re-
mai ns today much as i t was when built and i s one of thenost important struc-
tures i ntheBoxford Village Historic District.



(6. SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I | Pre-Columbian 1 O 16th Century 53 18th Century . 20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century . 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATEIS) (H Applicable and Known) 1760
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE fCl/ieck One Or More as Appropriate”
Abor iginal | 1 Education . Political I | Urban Planning
I 1 Prehistoric 1 | Engineering 2 Religion/Phi. . Other (Specify)
Historic I | Industry losophy
I | Agriculture I | Invention | 1 Science
[yl Architecture 1 1 Landscape [ 1 Sculpture
Art Archi tecture [ | Socio I/Humon-
I I Commerce I | Literature itarian
I I Communications Militory . Theater
I | Conservation 61 Music [ | Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Hol yoke-French House, probably theleast altered early house i nBoxford,
was built i n 1760 by Sanuel Hol yoke, a Boston merchant. | treplaced a hous(
built i n1701/2 for thefirst mnister of Boxford, Reverend Thomas Synmes.
This 1701 house was sold i n1759 t ot heReverend Elizur Hol yoke, whose
father, Samuel, tore it down and thefollowing year had t henew one built
on thesane site. Reverend Elizur Holyoke was a nephew of Edward Hol yoke,
president of Harvard Col |l ege, and a great-grandson of Elizur Hol yoke of
Springfield for whomMunt Hol yoke Col | ege was naned.

ReverendEl i zur Hol yoke's son, Sanuel, was a conposer and publisher. H's
wor ks i ncl ude "Har noni a Aneri cana", "Thelnstrunental Assistant” and"The
Col unbi an Repository of Sacred Harnony. " |

The house remained i nt heHolyoke famly until purchased i n 1866 by Elvin
French, described i nPerley as a "well known musician." Hi s son rented
the house summers and used theell tolive in. Both French and hisson
did considerable and apparently skillful restoration on thehouse, "in
such a manner as toallow all that i sinterestinginittoremain."1

The last famly resident. Mss Gertrude French, lived i ntheell- (thehouse
| proper had no heat) and spent her |ater years there alone until her death
in 1940. She bequeathed thebuilding totheBoxford Historical Society

to house the Society's collections; thus i t cane t ot heSociety directly
following t heownership of only two families. The house i snow openfor
educational tours.

The Hol yoke-French House i sarchitecturally important because of its sty-
listic purity; itshistorical significance derives fromconnection with
the esteemed Hol yoke family.

1 Perley, Sidney, Dwellings of Boxford,/|;"ex In*"ti*re, Salem Mass., 1893
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