


7 D E S C R I P T I O N 

CONDITION 
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CChecfc One; 

• Moved 1x1 Original Site 
D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( H k n o w n ) P H Y S f C A L ! A P P E A R A N C E 

The Holyoke-French House, b u i l t i n 1760, is located on a broad, tree-lined 
street i n Boxford Center, a quiet v i l l a g e with a common, church, old houses, 
town h a l l and a country store. I t faces south toward a small triangular 
green. The contiguous property is f a i r l y open with some planting and shade 
trees. The grounds surrounding the house have informal gardens and land­
scaping. On the north where the land rises, the property is bounded by a 
stone wall which continues on the east and on a small section of the south 
side. From there a picket fence completes the boundary to the southwest 
corner. 

The symetrical, 2% story late Colonial house is covered with clapboard 
siding, now painted a pale yellow. The ridge of the gambrel roof is i n ­
terrupted by a pair of chimneys set i n ftcm each end about eight feet.' The 
front (south) center entrance has an appropriate double crossed door; direct 
ly above but wi t h i n the door frame, are f i v e l i g h t s . I t is flanked by two 
graceful fl u t e d pilasters which support an entablature and unbroken pedi­
ment. The west and north facades also have center entrances. The overall 
width of the west (side) entrance is narrower than the south and has a 
double crossed door of an e a r l i e r period. This entrance has architectural 
features similar to- those surrounding the main door, although the pilasters 
are slimmer and more elongated. A four l i g h t transom i s located between the 
door and entablature. The north entrance is similar but carries no pediment 

The house is f i v e bays wide and three deep. The shuttered windows, regular­
l y spaced, are sash with 9-over-9 small panes and have simple wooden l i n t e l s 
and s i l l s . At one time, possibly i n the 19th century, two dormer windows 
were added on the front (south); these were removed i n 1961 when the Boxford 
Hi s t o r i c a l Sodlety did extensive restoration work. On the main facade there 
are a pair of windows on each side of the front door; four windows are set 
evenly above them On the second floor and a f i f t h i s centered over the door. 
On the east facade the windows of the f i r s t and second floors are set three 
above thirfee. On the t h i r d f l o o r , there are two with the window toward the 
north set d i r e c t l y above the end window below; the window toward the south 
is set i n s l i g h t l y . The west facade i s i d e n t i c a l except that a door re­
places the center window. On the rear (north) facade, one window is set 
east of the entrance and three windows on the second story are set one above 
the f i r s t f l o o r window, one above the entrance and the t h i r d above the ridge 
of the e l l . 

/ 
The 1% story e l l extends from the north side. I t i s simple Gothic Revival 
i n s t y l e , i s covered with wide brown v e r t i c a l siding and has a steep pitched 
roof with a gingerbread bargeboard and one chimney. Like the main house, 
the facades and plan are symetrical, with central doors on the west and east 
' ^ ^ e ^ Each door i s flanked on either side by a window. On the north fa-

^all,window is set on either side of the center one, and one window 
^iC^ntejtw above them on the second f l o o r . Above each opening a cornice 
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icorftted,. Ith small raised diamonds is supported by brackets. 
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7. DESCRIPTION (continued) ' 

Between the e l l to the north and the house proper an area about six feet deep 
(north to south) and f i f t e e n feet wide, containing a pantry and bath, is 
attached to the house from i t s rear west corner to the north entrance. The 
roof on th i s area is several feet lower than that of the e l l , thus d i v i d i n g , 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , the one structure from the other. 

To the north of the main house is a cobbler shop (10' by 10') moved from the 
old Chadwick place i n West Boxford i n the 1950's. About 100 feet to the 
northeast is a 1% story barn, c. 1900, b u i l t i n t o a small r i s e i n the ground, 
of wide board siding and simple design. 

Except for the e l l ( b u i l t c. 1890) to the rear, the Holyoke-French House re­
mains today much as i t was when b u i l t and is one of the most important struc­
tures i n the Boxford Village Historic D i s t r i c t . 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Holyoke-French House, probably the least altered early house i n Boxford, 
was b u i l t i n 1760 by Samuel Holyoke, a Boston merchant. I t replaced a hous( 
b u i l t i n 1701/2 for the f i r s t minister of Boxford, Reverend Thomas Symmes. 
This 1701 house was sold i n 1759 to the Reverend Elizur Holyoke, whose 
father, Samuel, tore i t down and the following year had the new one b u i l t 
on the same s i t e . Reverend Elizur Holyoke was a nephew of Edward Holyoke, 
president of Harvard College, and a great-grandson of Elizur Holyoke of 
Springfield for whom Mount Holyoke College was named. 

Reverend Elizur Holyoke's son, Samuel, was a composer and publisher. His 
works include "Harmonia Americana", "The Instrumental Assistant" and "The 
Columbian Repository of Sacred Harmony." ..j 

The house remained i n the Holyoke family u n t i l purchased i n 1866 by Elvin 
French, described i n Perley as a "well known musician." His son rented 
the house summers and used the e l l to l i v e i n . Both French and his son 
did considerable and apparently s k i l l f u l restoration on the house, " in 
such a manner as to allow a l l that is interesting i n i t to remain." 1 

The last family resident. Miss Gertrude French, lived i n the e l l - (the house 
I proper had no heat) and spent her la t e r years there alone u n t i l her death 
i n 1940. She bequeathed the building to the Boxford Hi s t o r i c a l Society 
to house the Society's collections; thus i t came to the Society d i r e c t l y 
following the ownership of only two families. The house i s now open for 
educational tours. 

The Holyoke-French House is a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y important because of i t s sty­
l i s t i c p u r i t y ; i t s h i s t o r i c a l significance derives from connection with 
the esteemed Holyoke family. 

1 Perley, Sidney, Dwellings of Box ford ,/|;̂ 4ex I n ^ ^ ^ t i ^ e , Salem, Mass., 1893 
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Ĵ AP (S) . 
^MAP DESCRIPTION (S) -
^;^.OGGED 4 I 

ACKNOWLEDGE H^^M 
RESUBMIT ' 1 

REVIEW 

NO NUMBER REGISTER: APR 2 6 1972 

HISTORIAN 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

ARCHITECT 

ASST. KEEPER 

KEEPER 

WRITER/EDITOR 

CHIEF, OAHP 

E D I T O R I A £ PROCESSING, EDITOR 

Federal R e g i s t r y Entry ^ ""^ ̂  Annual Edition Entry 

LOGGED V - CARD 

COMMENTS I WORKING NUMBER 

CONGRESSIONAL DIST. ^ 6 













"Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

C O U N T Y 

E s s e x 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

APR 2 6 1972 
1. KAME 

COMMON: Ho 1 yokc-French House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : S a i t i e 

2. LOCATION 

u 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Elm S t r e e t and T o p s f i e l d Road 
ID C I T Y O R T O W N : 

o: Boxford 

J - S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E 

(/) Massachusfetts 025 E s s e x 009 

3. MAP ftEFERENCe 

U.S.G.S. - Georgetown, Massachusetts 

< »,>• SCALE: 1; 2 4 , 0 0 0 

L 5 2 V.<\ kr 196,6 
4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 





2. 

ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER  

STATE vy..«;r:snn'rvi';Tg 

APR 2 6 1972 
Date Entered "'^'^ ^_ 

Name Location 

ZiOring-Gre«ivough Hoasa 

j golyok<t-Frgnch Kduse 

Old hall 

Suffolk County 

Esses County 

S^kettLrd County 

Also N o t i f i e d 

Hon. Edwsucd M. Kennedy 
Ilon- Edward W. Brooke 
Hc»n. louise Day Hicks 
Kon. Hicha«l J . iiarrington 
lien. Silvio O, Conte 
Director, itortheast Region 

1_HR NRowiandimm 4/25/72 

&tate Liaison Officor 
Eon. John F* X, Davoren 
Fecrstary of tho Coisaoowoalth 
Chftirtaan, Hass&chusette Historlc&l 

Office of trie Sscrotary 
£it$to fccmae 
Boston / »lassachasotts 02133 



NOTIFICATIOU OF GRANT-lts.' AID ACTION 

I , STATE A P P I I C A T I O N IDENTIFIER 

73070340 

2 (lii'Hcrvcil Jiir «<.-.- hi/ Slate rentriil i i i j i t r i i i a t i n i i i t i - i i i l i u i i t i i i r n r y ) 

3. G R A N I O K ; <i f o i l c t c i l a< jcncy 

Department of the I n t e r i o r 
b. O r g o n i / f i t i o M u l uni t 

Nation i l Park Service 
c. Adm in i s l i : . . i i i o f f " ^' - ( I ) N a m e 

Divis ion of Grants 
(2) A d d t f . i S l - ce l or P O. Box 

18th and C Street.s, NW. 
Cii-/ 

•Washington 
S t o ' c 

D.C, 20240 
4. fEDERA l AGENCY GRANT IDENTIFIER: a C o d e b Title 

25-74-00072-00 Holyoke-French House Development 

c. Purpose project work w i l l include the i n s t a l l a t i o n of a burglar and f i r e alarm 
systems and the correct ion of inadequate perimeter drainage. 

b. A d d r e s s —Stree t or P.O. Box 

40 Beacon Street 
City 

Boston 

5. GRANTEE: a . N o m e 

Massachusetts Mrs. Elizabeth R. Amadon, Exec. D i r . , MA H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
ZtiT Code 

02108 
Sto le 

MA 
6. GRANTEE TYPE (Check only Ihc single moat applicable box) 

. O t h e r o . S to l e b. In ter- c. Coun ty d . Ci ty e . School f. Spec io l 9 . C o m m u n i t y h. S p o n s o r e d 

t t o w d is t r i c t un i t o c t i o n o r g o n i z c l i o n 

[ x i n n n n n n • • 
7. APPLICATION RECEIPT DATE 

Y e a r M o n t h Day 

75 I 10 I 20 

A C T I O N DATE 

Y e o r Wi3nth D o y 

75 11 10 

9. EFFECTIVE STAKTING DATE 

Y e a r M o n t h D a y 

75 11 10 

10. ENDING DATE 

Y e o r M o n t h 

78 111 
Doy 

09 
11. TYPE Of ACTION {Check as many boxes as n/jply to thin action) 

d . C h o n g e m ex is t ing grctnt o . N e w 

g r a n t 

b. C o n t i n u o t i o n 

g r o n t 

c. S u p p l e m e n t o l 

g r o n t 

( i d e n t i f y a g e n c y i n i t e m 1 6 ) { ] ) I nc reose in (2) Dec rease in (3) C o n c e H o i i o n 

d u r o t i o n d u r a t i o n 

(4) I nc reosu i? ) (5) D c c r e o s c ( * ) 

• • • • • • • 
12. A M O U N T OF C O N T K . B U T I O N 

o. F e d e r o l - ( l ) bcs i c (2) S u p p l e m e n t a l 

$ 2.000 1 % 
13. CATAIOG Of FE!)!.;AI. DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE 

PROGRAM ( i f iiitiu , cliii i / y in item 101 

b. S to le 

i 2 .085* 
O. P r o q i u n i r j j n i b c r 

15.904 

d . O t h e r 

$ 
b. Supp lemenTu l ProgropM N u m b e r 

14. A U T H O R I Z / . l i O N 

o. F e d e i o l b u t l j : A-.counts 

b. Publ ic U i w s 

C. U S C o d e 

PL l i f e Sec. 

89 665 
T6~UTsTC^: 470 

PL Til le Sec. PL T.lle St-c. 

15. FACILITY LOCATION; (/•'(ir f u f i l i t u i/ninl actmiis i n i l i j ) 

••-cify Elm St. & Topsf ie ld Rd., Boxford b Coun ty Essex 

16. REMARKS 

*Boxford Historical Society, Inc. 

Prepared by Ralph E. Thomas 523(139)-5054 
STANDARD FORM 2 
J u n e I V / 0 B u r c o u o l t h e 

B u d g e t C i r c u l o r A - 9 8 

? 4 0 - 1 0 l 


