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1. Name

higoric  Old Post Office Building

and/or common Same

2. Location
360 Wshington Street

street & number not for publication

city, town Lynn vicinity of congressional district Sixth
date Massachusetts code 025 county Essex code 007
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district X public X occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) private unoccupied _ _ commercial park
drucure both work in progress educational private residence
dte Public Acquisition Accessible atertanment religious
object In process X. yes: restricted A govanmant scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted indudrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

liiited States Marine Corps
name

drest & numba 360 Washington Street

dity, toan Lynn vicinity of (o VBSSaChuUSEL tS 01902

5. Location of Legal Description
Essex Copnty Registry of Deeds/Essex Gounnty Courthouse

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.

street & number

Salem

dity, toan state Massachusetts
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Inventory of the Historic
titleAssets of the Cumtxaiwealth hasthis prapaty been daamined degible? yes » no
date 1977 federal X state . county local

depogtory for aurvey records M assachusetts Historical Ccranission

Boston

dity, town state Massachtjsetts 02108



7. Description

Condition A Check one Check one
excel | ent deteriorated unal t ered X original site
X— good ruins X atered noved date
fair unexposed

Describethe present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Ad Lynn Post Office is atw story Renai ssance Revival style building occupying al ot
with frontage on Washington, Liberty, and WIlow Streets, Thestructure contains three
sectioris, arectangular plan, front section built in 1897-1898, a one-story |oading platfoim
added to tiie rear wall (east) of the front section betiween 1924 and 1938, and a concrete

bl ock garage added to the north wal | of the loading platformin the md-twentieth century.

The building's front section (original structure) rests cna basenent of dressed granite
ashlar. The basanent is bel owgrade | evel at tite building's north end, is exposed toan
open |ight well onthe west facade andis |argely above ground at the south end. | he

bui Iding's upper floors are constructed of yellowbrick with omate triiiniings glazed yellow
terracotta (i.e. modillions, egg and dart moul dings, bead and reel nouldings and al I' w ndow
trim. At the second story, the building becones "U' shaspedin planwitii anopen court on
its east (rear) wall. Thestructure i s enc3iOsed by ahip. roof covered with metal sheathing

viiich ispartially conceal ed by a sol i d parapet.

VIEST FACAE The building's major facade faces Liberty Street and is nade tipof nine bays,
synmetrically arranged. The outernost, end bays are senmi-circular and contain the buildings
najl or entries. Bothentry bays are apProached fromflights of granite stairswith stepped
solidrailings. Eachentry isat the rirst story and is set at a 45 angle to the najor
facade. Although original doors have been repl aced, both entries retainoriginal decoration
consi sting of polished granite colunns with marble lonic capitals st:pporting abrick and
terracotta entablature. Above each entry is asingle wndowset inanearred franewith a
com ce; eachw ndowis framed by brick pilasters'wiichriseto egg and dart noul ded
capitals. These pilasters continue through the entablature and parapet, termnating in
terracotta acroteria at the base of the done. Each end bay is covered by ahigh done T\hich
is sheathed i n copper. Qopper sheatiiingis enbossedwith afish-scale pattemand vertical
ribs; each done termnates- in anoul ded base supporting aball-finial. Theremaining seven
bays of the west facade consist of five identical center bays (wthw ndows) flanked by

two outer (blank) bays. Each outer bay contains apair of brick pilastersvMch rise frcm

a noul ded base to abrick and terracotta entablature and com ce vMch extends around the
building at the top of the first story. At the second story are two shorter pilastersin
the sane position, rising to support anarchitrave and modillioned com ce, vAiich extends
around the entire building. Both sets of gi | asters have bead and reel moul dings and egg and
dart moul dings at tiieir capitals. Above the second story com ce is abrick parapet wth a
terracotta coping. The center five bays each contain one rectangular w ndowat the basenent,
and arched w ndow set in anoul ded surround with keystone at the first and arectangular w n-
dowset in anoul ded surround with keystcne at the first and arectangular w ndowset inan
earred surround with anoul ded com ce at the second story. Sash of the basenent is 2/2;
that of tiie first story istri-partite consisting of tiiree sets of 2/2 sash surmounted by

a three-paie sem-circular light; that of the second story is?2/2.

SIH HBEVATION  Faci ng Vshi ngton Street, the south el evation shares the san@ general
arrangsmenl tof bays with the west facade. The south elevation consists of two outer, pilastered
bays flanking three bays containing w ndows. The westemnost first story w ndowhas been
partially filled with brick

|3l BEVATON  Facing Wl low Street, the north elevation is identical to the south eleva-
tion, except that it has no basenent w ndows, as a change i n the grade |evels places nost
of the basenent beneath street |evel at the north end
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EAST T VKITON O the east elevation of theoriginal structure, only onebay at itssouth
end and t he second stor?/ of its northernmost bay are visible. The southembay contains one
w ndow centered at the first andsecond stories. The first story wndowi s set i nanoul ded
frame with an arched head and keystones. The second story windowi s set i nanearred frane;
the second story w ndow of the northernmost bay i s identical.

ADTIONS Centered on the east wal |l of the ori %i nal building i saone-story addition, built
of yellowbrickwith concretetrim Facing south (Washington Street) this addition has a

| oading platformvihich i s served by twoentries with double netal doors. Set between these
doors 1 sawndowwith nmetal framed sash. A second w ndow exists just west of the |oading
platform Attached to thenorth wall of this addition andto the rear wall of the original
stncture i s aconcrete bl ock garage, \dhichextends northward to WI|owStreet and has two
over-sized entries toallow truck access. Both additions have flat tar andgravel roofs.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture, religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic . conservation law . science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature . sculpture
1600-1699 X architecture education military .social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
_ X 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy . theater
1900- communications industry ' X politics/government . transportation
. invention . other (specify)
Specific dates 1896 Builder/Architect | Mnown

stat ement of Significance (inone paragraph)

The Od Lynn Post Office Building possesses integrity of location, design, mterials, and worknan-
ship. |tissignificantfor 1tsassociations with civic growth in Lymandas aunique |ocal
exanpl e of Renal ssance Revi val strl e architecture. Designed in 1896 and built in 1897-1898,
the budlding is constructed of yellowbrick with omate classical trim (nouldi ngis, i laster
capitals, entablatxires, and com ces) nade of glazed, yellowterracotta. lhusual features
of the building include itstwosem-circtilar entry bays located at the structure's north-
west” and sout hwest comers. Each bay contains anentry framed by |onic col ums of polished
granite each bay i s capped by a done covered with copper slieatiiing, enbossedwith a fish-
scale pattem Wth the exception of the main entries' doors, whi ch have been changed, t he
exterior of the Od Lj”nn Post Office isinoriginal condition. The Post Office neets criteria
A and Cof the National Register of Historic Places.

The raFid growt h of Ljm's buisiness and population in the 1880s and 1890s created the need
for alarge central Post officeto handle the citiy's increasing voluine of mail. In 1891,
sites for suich abuilding were considered, although the present | ot was not selected until
189, when govenment architects are unmaned I n | ocal accounts prepared ,o_l ans for alarge
Fonanesque Revival style budlding. For reasons unknown, the first proposed [judl ding was
never built; instead the plans were withdrawn andthe present building"s designwas accepted
in July of 1896.  Construction began in 1897 and was finished in 1898  Fromitsopening in
1898 until itsreplacenent by tlie present post officein the 1930s, #360 Washi ngton Street
contained apost officeat itsfirst story for the Collector of Internal Revenue andf or

the Collector of Gostumes. Since the 1930's, the building has beenused as aUS Mrine
Qorps Armory. At present, nuch of the first story i s occupied by the offices of the Lyrm
Econom ¢ Qpportunit:y Cait.er.



9. Major Bibliographical References
Lynn City Item My 8 1891, p.2; Jan. 4, 1895, p. 3; July 17, 1896, p.4; Sept. 3, 1897, p.

Lynn Scrapbooks.  (Unpublished col [ ections at the Lynn Public Library)Vol. I, pp. 11 &43;
Vol, 30, p. STTVol 34, p. 19-2; Vol 37, p. 55.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property —17,664 sq. ft. .UMI\u \A_MD']

Quadrangle name. angle scale 1:27~000
UMT References
LUIJ 1313.918.1,0 K]7]0,3]0,1,0 B JL 5L
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Lo J-J. e LJ [.] o
JoL +]1J3 L
J L

Verbal boundary description and justification

Land and building on the east side of the Liberty Street between Washington and WI||0W
Streets, shown on Lynn Assessor's Mgy, Sheet 21, Block 643, Lot #1.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By
namefite  Candace Jenkins, Registration Director w/ Brian Pfeiffer, City of Lynn

organiztion Assachusetts Historical Ccranission qae  APril 1981

dregt& numbar 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470
Massachusetts 02108

city or town Boston state

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the statejs:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature /M ztc<- AN/JdfA>yud'ki/CA.

_ Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Cotrmission
title date

r HCRS use only
| hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

eeper of*e National Register

ttest: WJIAAN — _ _ date 9 //

Chief of Registration

GPO 938 6 35
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Working Number S'.z/.S'/. yj-.? Federal Register Date
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Determination of Eligiblity _Site Multiple Resource Area

On Nomination Form _ Object Thematic Group
Structure
Magos | District
Photos /
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Local oy el Y, AXAETURN~i: 72N Keegper's Decision to Review
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|. Evaluation of Resource (cont. on back if necessary)

n. Evauation of Nomination

Good
tip. Adequate
Poor Comments

1. Descriptive Statement

Short Format _"Yes No
2. Significance Statement

Short Format _"Yes No
3. Conceptd/Integrity
4. Concepts/Criteria

5. Concepts/Boundaries

6. Contextual Evaluation

General Comments (cont. on back if necessary)

Reviewer/Date S= Attached

National Park Service U.S. Department of the Interior
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N(~» COMMONWI-.AL.ri! 01= MASI-ACIIU! i.i iS
occaoc th.ywtl Oifice of tha Cecroiary of Gtnte

1V1.A.SSACHUSIZ'ITS 294 washinylon Street
|-||STOR|CAL Boston, Massachusotts

02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
CO.VIMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State
February 20, 1981 ' '?

Mayor Anthony Marino
Lyra Citry Hall

Lynn, MA. [ .-

Dear Mayor Marino: ' .

The Ol dPost Office i sheing considered by the Massachusetts
Historical Commission for nomnation totheNational Register of His-
toric Places. The National Register isthenation's official list of
important cultural resources. | tincludes b 1Jr Niitrlcts, Sl tes,

structures, and objects which retain their historical character and
denmonstrate sone aspect of our local, state or national history. An
explanation of thecrieria used t oevaluate potential nomnationsis
encl osed.

Listing i nthe National Register places no legal constraints on what an
owner may do with their property when using private funds. The intent
of theprogram i st orecognize thevalue of historic resources andto
provide sone protection from federally funded, assisted, or licensed
undertakings through comrent by theAdvisory Council on Historic Pres-
ervation. Additionally, owners of property listed on the National
Register becone eligible toapply for up to 50" federal matching grants-
in-aid for approved preservation or rehabilitation projects.

If theproperty i sdepreciable under IRS regulations (that i s incone
producing) and i slisted IntheNational Register either individually or
as acontributingpart of an historic district, there arecertain pro-
visions of the Tax Reform Act of 197~ that may apply. Section 212" of
that act encourages preservation of depreciable historic structures by
allowing favorable federal taxtreatment for approved rehabilitations.
In addition, it discourages distruction of historic structures by elim
inating taxincentives for their demolition and for new construction

on their former site.

I'f theproperty contains coal resources and Islisted i nthe National
Register certain provisions of theSurface Mning and Control Act of
1977 nake it less likely that surface mning of thecoal will be pei—
mtted by thestate or federal governnent.

If youwish tocoment on thesignificance of theproperty andits
relationship t otheNational Register criteria, you may do so either by



subinittirrg written coinmcnts by March 25, 1981 Y% t-iri'ding the
State Review Board nmeeting on April 8 1981 7™~ presenting your
comments i nperson. A copy of theform which explains why the property
is thought tobe important, i savailable inthelocal Ilibrary and town/
city hall. Amnotification has been sent totheproperty owner.

Sincerely, |

Patricia L. Weslowksi '
State Historic Preservation Officer

PLWn
end .

xc: local historical conm ssion
local newspaper (i f district nom nation)

The meeting will be held at 1:00 PM at the Charlestown Navy Yard

HAA- !

oXe_






o N , 1
fff™ Lt v>B
MASSACI'iUSIiIlI" rS

HISTORICAL
OMI\/I[\/'iooirMM
UUiVIIVIIbbION

February 20, 1981

Col J. H. Greenwood
U.S Marine Corps

° o/\, 'y

OTTicG of ulG ?LCiGIMNy of St.v,.G

294 W.isliinyton Sir.:ot
Bo.ton. Massachusetts

' - MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
617-727-8470 Secretary of State

Hedd Historical Branch

Headquarter, Marine Corps. *

Washington DC 20380
t"ear Col. Greenwood:

The Old Post Office in Ljmn being considered by the Massachu- .
setts Historical Commission for nomination to the National Register

of Historic Places.

The National Register is the nation's official

list of important cultural resources. It includes buildings, districts,
sites, structures, and objects which retain their historical character

and demonstrate some

aspect of our local, state or national history.

An explanation of the crieria used to evaluate potential nominations

is end osed.

Listing i ntheNational Register places no legal constraints on what

an owner nmay do with

their property v;hen using private funds. The

intent of theprogram i storecognize thevalue of historic resources
and toprovide sone protection from federally funded, assisted, or

l'icensed undertakings

through commrent by t heAdvisory Council on

Historic Preservation. Additionally, ov-jners of property listed on

the National Register

becone eligihble toapply for up to50”" federal

matching grantsin-ald for approved preservation or rehabilitation

projects. .

1 ,

If theproperty i sdepreciable ie., under IRS regulations (that is
i ncone producing) and i slisted i ntheNational Register either

individually or as a

contributingpart of an historic district, there

are certain provisions of the Tax Reform Act of 19/6 that nay apply.

Section 2124 of that

act encourages preservation of depreciable

historic structures by allowing favorable federal taxtreatment for
approved rehabilitations. Inaddition, it discourages distruction of
historic structures by elim nating taxincentives for their demolition
and for new construction on their former site.

' the property contains coal resources and islisted i nthe National
Register certain provisions of the Surface Mning and Control Act of
1977 make it less likely that surface mning of thecoal will be per-
mtted by thestate or federal governnent.



[f you v;ibh to cuiinicnt on tlie signi firnncc of Ilie [Mi'Cty md its rcl.iLliun-

ship lo the National Register criteria, you nmy do so by either ™ umi 11i ng
writl<-n conii.ionts by March 25, 1981 or by attending the State Review
Soard inceting on April 8 1981 and presenting your cominents in per'.jon,

A copy of the statement of significance which explains wy your property is
thought to be important, is enclosed.

Sincerely yours,

Patricia L Wesl owski
State Historic Preservation Officer

PLWn
End s.

The meeting will be held at .00 PM at the Charlestown Navy Yard






COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
iiiiiiimi Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street
Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

July 27, 1981

Jerry Rogers p
400 G Street, NW e
Vishi ngt on, DOC 20243 I A

Dear M. Rogers:

Encl osed i s therevised National Register nctnination formfor the d dPost
Office Btiildingi nLynn. ThLs was originally stHnitted t o yotjr office on
My 4, 1981. |t has been retyped ona””"t e state nonination formand a

copy of ovir notification [etter tothe U Marine Corps has been included.

| f any additional information i sreqvdred, pleasel et ne know

Sincerely, -yl iyte e o e

Gandao
Regi stration
Massa Hi storical Comission

alk



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE t fyr~UTFfffggfg

Date Entered FP 141961

Name Location

OuU iMt OffiM liililat

sal

Al'so Notified

ord M

North Atlantic Region, NS

Eady/ ce/ 9- 25- 81

For further information, please call theNational Register at (202)343-6' M.

272-3504



