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The Wins low-Has kell Mansion occupies a large wooded lot on Vista H i l l in the 
Aiibumdale section of Newton. I t is approached by a winding carriage drive. 
Designed in 1870, this 2% story house provides an excellent example of High 
Victorian Gothic design. Its complex plan, wall massing and roof line a l l combine 
to create the picturesque effect associated with this style. I t is coPxStructed 
of A coarse buff colored brick with darker brick Used for trim. The steep roof, 
characterized by jerkin-headed gables,is sheathed with polychromatic, patterned 
slate. Windows are pointed archesl and of varying sizes. 

The house is basically narrow in jplan with the main entrance located on th? long, , 
south elevation. " Ttiis elfevafcion'cdiris*ists of two jerkin hfekdec end" pavillions 
and a central section intorrupted by a tower with pyramidal roof, a bow window 
and several dormers with decorative verge boards. The entrance, approached by 
a flight of five steps, is located in the tower and is protected by a steep roofed 
portico. Its double door;is.carved with trefoils. The tower contains a single 
window and its roof is topped by a weathervane. The west pavillion has a three-
sided bay at i t s f i r s t story and a single window in the second story. The east 
pavillion has two long narrow windows on the f i r s t floor, a single window with 
a balcony on the second floor and a small window in the gable. ^ 

The most prominent feature of the east elevation is a three sided tower which 
was apparently added in 1882 although i t continues the Gothic elements of the 
original design. Windows occupy two sides of the tower at the first.floor JLevel 
while a secondary entry, approach by a flight of five wooieii steps, occupies the 
side to the right. Windows are located in a l l three sides of the ̂second S"|:pry. ^ . 
level which' is' sefidrated from t i e f i f s t by four'rows' 6f cbrbeling. ' The'third " ' 
story is a| recessed, pprc^ vjith .turned posts and a low balustrade, pierced with 
trefoils !' • A central'Sbbr'with flarilcing windows; leads into the house. A steep 
six sided .roof completes the tower. 

The west elevation consists of a jerkin headed cross gable section at .its. north 
end and a main block whose roof extends down to a one story porch. Two large dormers 
provide liglit for the second story. A fl a t roofed one story porch extends across 
the north elevation. Jerkin-headed and gable roof dormers light the second story. 

Now vacant and boarded, the house is beginning to deteriorate and has lost some 
of its original features such as porch balusters, roof brackets and roofline 
cresting. Most interior paneling,doors and mantels remain intact. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Winslow-HaSjkell Njansion possesses integrity, of location, design,, setting, ' . ' 
materials, 'and'wbrkmansflip and is significant for the quality of its architectural 
design and i^qr. its associations with important local persons, particularly Edwin Bradbury 
Haskell, owner'and editor of a major Boston paper. The complex massing of the house along 
with it s hilltop site make i t a particuarly fine example of the, picturesque movement 
which was so important in the development of Newton. Its High ^fictorian Gothic design 
is expressed in its polychromatic slate roof,pointed window openings, carved vergeboards, 
and trefoils and quatrafoils. 

Built in 1870 for Ezra D. Winslow, this house represents the apex of the development 
of Vitorian domestic architecture in Aulmmdale which is one of Newton's earliest 
railroad villages. The Boston and Albany Railroad passed through Newton in 1834 and 
by the early 1840's much of the former farm land had been bought by speculators and sold 
to Bostoriiaiis who v/ere discovering the possibility of commuting from fine country 
homes to jobs in the city. By the time the Winslow-Haskell Mansion was built, much of 
Aubumdale was ailready'developed witli raahy fine exaiTiples of Victorian styles. 

Only two years aftist i t s 'construction, the house v/as sold to" Edvvdn Eradbur/ I-!askell, 
owner and editor of the Boston Herald, which under the name of the Boston Herald 
American, is s t i l l one of Boston's two major newspapers. Haskell ovmed arid eaiteS 
the paper from 1865 to 1887 and remained a director of the Boston Herald Company until 
his death in IDt)?.- " ";" • =• - . • ; , 

During his lifetime he worked in almost every aspect of newspaper publishing 
beginning as an apprentice printer at 16 for the Portland (1^.) Advertiser. At 17, he 
became a compositor in New Orleans, and a year later for the Saturday Evening Gazette in 
Boston. At 20, he became a reporter for The Boston Herald in 1865, and continued as its 
editor for the next"22 years. IWo partners-sold't)Ut their interest a few years later, 
the remaining then continuing together until 1887, when the paper was incorporated. 

As the editor of The Boston Herald. Haskell strongly supported universal suffrage, local 
self-government, honest currency, c i v i l service reform and low t a r i f f with free trade as 
an ultimate goal. IMder his leadership, the Herald became one of the most enterprising 
newspapers in the country, certainly the leading joumal in New England, with a wide 
circulation and powerful influence. 

*' 
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Haskell invested heavily in several other well known navspapers in the mid-West: 
Minneapolis Joumal, Minneapolis Tribune and the St. Joseph News. 

Locally, Haskell was the president of the Board of Trustees of the Newton Free 
Library for 17 years, president of the Newton Cemetery Corp. and president of the 
Newton Jersey Stock Club. In addition, he was appointed Metropolitan Park Commissioner 
by GoA/emor Greenhalge in 1895, and in this position sought the ways to beautify the 
banks of the Charles River. 
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L A S E L L JUNIOR COLLEGE 

NEWTON. MASSACHUSETTS 02 166 . 1 l l j \ IS r \ / NEWTON. MASSACHUSETTS 02166 

y OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT A u g u s t 2 8 , 1 9 7 9 

Mr. Charles A. Harrington 
A c t i n g Keeper of the N a t ' l Register 
United States Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service 
Washington, D.C. 20240 , . -

Re: #663 

Dear Mr. Harrington; 

Your l e t t e r of August 21, 1979 regarding 
"Winslow-Haskell Mansion" a t L a s e l l Junior College 
has 3ust come t o my a t t e n t i o n . I n i t , you s t a t e t h a t 
t h i s p r o perty has been nominated f o r l i s t i n g i n the 
Nati o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

There i s no b u i l d i n g on our campus by t h i s des­
c r i p t i o n , although we do have a Winslow H a l l and a 
Haskell H a l l . We would be most a p p r e c i a t i v e of a 
more s p e c i f i c d e s c r i p t i o n of the b u i l d i n g ( s ) t o I 
which you r e f e r . 

S i n c e r e l 

A r t 
AG/g 
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LASELL JUNIOR COLLEGE, NEWTON, MASS. 02166 DATE .Se.p.t IQ.̂...1.9,.7.9 

Tot '' United States Dept. of the I n t e r i o r 
Heritage Conservation S Recreation Service 

From: Arthur M. G r i f f i n , President . .: ,V ,. '" 

Re: File #663 \ „ •.•• ' "v"'': '. 

Please be advised t h a t the "Winslow-Haskell Mansion" (The 
Castle) r e f e r r e d t o i n your communication of Sept. 6th was sold 
by L a s e l l Junior College and t i t l e d t r a n s f e r r e d t o The Elaine Co.,Inc 
N e w t o n v i l l e , Massachusetts '02160 on A p r i l 23, 1979. 
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