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The Wns | owHaskel | Mansi on occupi es a | arge wooded | ot onVista Hill in the
Aiibundal e section of Newon. |t is approached by awi nding carriage drive.
Designed i n 1870, this 2%story house provides an excel | ent exanpl e of H ?h _
Victorian Gothic design. |ts conplex plan, wall massing androof line all conbine
to create the picturesque effect associated with this style. 1t is coPxSructed

of A coarse buff colored brick with darker brick Used for trim The steep roof,
characterized by jerkin-headed gables,is sheathed with polychromatic, patterned
slate. Wndows are pointed archesl and of varying sizes.

The house i s bhasicallynarrowinjplanwith the main entrance |ocated onth? long, ,
south el evation. " Ttiis elfevafcion' cdiris*ists of two jerkin hfekdec end" pavillions

and a central section intorrupted by a tower with pyramdal roof, a W ndow

and several dorners with decorative verge boards. The entrance, approached by

a flight of five steps, is located inthe tower andis protected by a steep roofed
portico. Itsdouble door;is.carved with trefoils. The tower contains a single
wndow andits roof is topped by aweathervane. The west pavillion has a three-
sided bay at itsfirst story anda single wndowin the second story. The east
pavillion has twolong narroww ndows onthe first floor, asingle wndowwith

a bal cony onthe second floor and a small w ndow i n the gable. A

The nost promnent feature of the east elevation is athree sided tower which

was apparently added in 1882 although i t continues the Gothic elenents of the
original design. Wndows occupy two sides of the tower at the first.floor JLevel
while a secondary entry, approach by a flight of five wooieii steps, occupies the
side to the right. Wndows are located inall three sides of the”secon S'|:dpy. n
| evel which' is" sefidrated fromtiefifst by four'rows' 6f cbrbeling. ' The'thir "
story i s a recessed, pprc” vjith .turned posts and a |ow bal ustrade, pierced with
trefoils! o Acentral' Sbbr'with flarilcing wi ndows; leads into the house. A steep

six sided .roof conpletes the tower.

The west el evation consists of ajerkin headed cross gable section at .its. north

end and a mai n bl ock whose roof extends downto a one story porch. Two | arge dorners
provide liglit for the second story. A flat roofed one stor?/ por ch extends across
the north elevation. Jerkin-headed and gabl e roof dorners |ight the second story.

Now vacant and boarded, the house i s beginning to deteriorate andhas |ost sone
of itsoriginal features such as porch balusters, roof brackets and roofline
cresting. Mst interior paneling,doors and nantels remain intact.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Wnsl owHa§ kel | N ansi on possesses integrity, of |ocation, design,, setting, ' .
materials, "and worknansflip and i ssignificant for thequality of rts architectural

design and i’yr. its associations with inportant [ocal persons, particularly Edw n Bradbury
Haskel |, owner'and editor of a major Boston paper. The conpl ex nmassing of the house al ong
with its hilltop site nake it aparticuarly fine exanple of the, picturesque novenent

which was so inportant i nthe devel opment of Newton. [ts Hgh *ictorian Gothic design

is expressed i nits pol ?/chrorrati cslate roof, poi nted w ndow openi ngs, carved vergeboar ds,
and trefoils andquatrafoils.

Built in1870for Ezra D Wnslow this house representsthe apex of the devel opnent

of Vitorian donestic architecture i nAul nmdal e which i s oneof Newon's earliest
railroad villages. The Boston and A ban?/ Rai | road passed through Newton i n 1834 and

by the early 1840's much of the forner farmland had been bought by speculators and sol d
to Bostoriiails who v/iere discovering the possibility of coomuting fromfine country

hones to jobs i nthe mtg. By the tine t he Wnsl ow Haskel | Mansi on was built, nuch of
Aubundal e was ailready' devel oped witliraahyfine exaiTiples of Victorian styles.

nly two years aftist its 'construction, the house vias sold to' Edwon Eradbur/ |-!askell,
owner and editor of the Boston Herald, which under the nane of the Boston Herald
Anerican, isstill one of Boston's two major newspapers. Haskel | ovned arid eaiteS

the paper from 1865t 0 1887 and remained a director of the Boston Heral d Gonpany unti |
his deathinld)?-" ™" o> - s,

During his lifetime heworked i nalmost every aspect of newspaper publishing

begi nning as an apprentice printer at 16 for the Portland (1") Advertiser. At 17, he
becane a conpositor i nNew Orleans, and ayear |ater for the Saturday Evening Gazette i n
Boston. At 20, he becane a reporter for The Boston Heral d i n 1865, and continued as its
editor for the next"22 years. |Vdpartners-soldt)U their interest a fewyears later,
the remaining then continuing togetheruntil 1887, when the paper was incorporat ed.

As the editor of The Boston Heral d. Haskel | strongly supported universal suffrage, |ocal
sel f-governnent, honest currency, civil service reformandlowtariff with free trade as
an ultimate goal. [|Mler his |eadershi ﬂ t he Heral d becane one of the nost enterprising
newspapers i nthe country, certainly the leading joumal i nNew England, with a wde
circulation andpowerful influence.
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Haskel | invested heavily in several other well known navspapers in the md-Vést:
Mnneapolis Joumal, Mnneapolis Tribune andthe St. Joseph News.

Local 'y, Haskell was the president of the Board of Trustees of the Newton Free
Library for 17 years, president of the Newton Genetery Corp. and president of the
Newt on Jersey Stock dub.  In addition, hewas appointed Metropolitan Park Comnm ssioner
by A enor Qeenhalge in 18%, andinthis position sought the ways to beautify the
banks of the Charles River.
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LASELL JUNIOR COLLEGE

.1 IHj v oasn / NEWTON. MASSACHUSETTS 021166

OFACE OF THE PRESDENT August 28, 1979

M. Charles A Harrington

Acting Keeper of t heNat'l Register

United States Department of the Interior
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service
Washi ngton, DC 20240 . -

Re: #663
Dear M. Harrington;

Your letter of August 21, 1979 regarding
"W nsl ow- Haskel | Mansion" at Lasell Junior College
has 3ust come t ony attention. I nit, you state that
this property has been nomnated forlisting i nthe
National Register of Historic Places.

There i sno building on our canpus by this des-
cription, although we do have a W nsl ow Hall and a
Haskel |l Hall. Ve would be nost appreciativeof a
more specific description of thebuilding(s) to I
which you refer.

Sincerel

Art
Ad g
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LASELL JUNIOR COLLEGE, NEWTON, MASS. 02166 DATE Spt 1QN..19.79

Tot " United States Dept. of the Interior
Heritage Conservation S Recreation Service

Fom Arthur M Griffin, President . VAR
Re: File #663 \ o 00 ' "

Pl ease be advised that t he "W nslow-Haskell Mansion" (The
Castle) referred toi nyour communication of Sept. 6t hwas sold

by Lasell Junior College and titled transferred t o The Elaine Co.,Inc
Newtonville, Massachusetts '02160 on April 23, 1979.
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Date Entered GCr 2 5 1979

Nane Location

W nsl| ow- Haskel | Mansi on Newt on
M ddl esex County

Al so Notified

Honor abl e Paul G Tsongas o
Honor abl e Edward M Kei nedy State Historic Preservation Officer
Honor abl e Robert F. Drl nan Ms. Patricia L. Weslowskl

Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
A 294 Washington Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108
NR Byers/bjr 10/ 31/ 79

For further infonnation, please call the National Register at (C202)343-6401.



