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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This small frame building faces southeast on the Norwichtown green. It
is one and a half stories high ~dth & gambrel roof and it was built be-
tween 1772 and 1774 as a shon. “he shape of the building is rectongular
with a 30' wide [ront and 24' sides. It rests on a stone foundation rnd
Lies stone entrance stoops, “lLovre is onc bLrick chimney in the southwest
corner which was originally intended for a forge. The heavy timber
frame structure is covered with clapboards on the front and sides, and
with flush horizontal siding on the rear. There are two simple batten
doors placed next to each other in the center of the front side of the
building and one very narrow door on the southwect side, The northeact
ornd south west ends of the building have paired, horizontally sliding
rindows. There are two pair on the front with twenty lignt sash and

one pair on the rear with twelve light sashe. The sliding windows on

the front and rear have folding batten shutters hinged at the head and
sill of the windows. The gambrel roof, fremed without a ridge pole
overhanyss biwo feet on the front and back with no projection on the sides.
It is covered with wooden shingles.

my

fhe building Les a cellar, main floor, and attic, 4lthouzls it was
originally a single room interupted by one post in the center. It has
bYeen mrtitioned by recent users into a lobby, conference room, drafting
room, storeroom and toilet., The attic is a single open space used only
for storage. There is a modern disappearing overhead stairway. The
main room has plaster ceilings and side board walls both vertical and
horizontal with beaded edges on the boarding., The trim is simple

molded wood and there is some original wrought iron hardware. odern
additions include doors, electric lighting and a space heater.

're information in this deseri~tion s been talen from the
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This is an interesting exarmple of a small frame silversmith's shop built
in 1772 - 1774, represen.ative of the extensive silver and peuher industry
that flourished in the Town of Norwich during the 18th century.

Joseph Carpenter was born in 1747, son of Jos

Carpenter. In 1775 he married Hunice, daughter of Ebenezer and liary
.vi N\ m - 4 . .

(Ffuntington) Fitch., They had a fanily of six children.

anc Llizabeth (Lathron)
n

e had the shop built for him between 1772 and 1774, lie was one of the
o8t successful of the Norwich silversniths, clockmaekers and pewlerers
and his products are collectors! items. His stock in trade included
such items as stone earrings, spectacles, gold neckloces, knee buckles,
clocks, watches and engravings of paintings. le shared the shop with
his brother, Gardner, who opcrated a mercentile business.

The shop stayed in the Carpenter family until 1915. It was restored
by Norman lMorrison Isham, Architect, in 1916. It is believed that
this is the only silversmith shop to survive in New England.

Joseph Cearpenter's last residence was in the Chelsea Parade area., He
died in 1204. The Society of the Founders of Ilorwich, Connecticut, Ince.
accuired the building in 1956.
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Constance Luyster, Administratitive Trainee

ORGANIZATION DATE

Connecticut Historical Comriission Layv 27, 1970
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th by the Nati 1 Park S ice. The recommended
for v the Mationa ark servie © om Chxef Office of Archeology and Historic Presery

level of significance of this nomination is:

Local 7] GE? 'Lf;‘

Date

National

2N
3 il

ATTEST:

i /(/7/4&4,’/4,9 éw/ 1

Keeper of T e National Re ster®

AUG 9 5 1970

Date lay 27, 1970 Date

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set g M’W M&
W it /
fon

338

SNOIT1D2NYLSNI



SMITH CORNER 2.3 M. »

@wu.um‘ NTIC 12 MI.
P : .
LE)

7HSw

ER) 36 MI. 56
ILLE 1.8 MI.X(FITCHVIL

ENT. M
HV

0 P ROHA ~-’
3 i

0/’;
s L T T o
N S i '\ N
V..
5

% v @\%@ i

s e

. Lonst‘"“ Q08" U3

R TR

Latitode “W° 32’ 56!:‘
v
f
H

F

Tl o Covgester S

g
, ‘z\!_:. ’ iﬁ‘&

o .~.. ‘, S\ ’, -. st {t\/}'o P
ey H B ‘Q%iﬂi/@ ’,’? .

ol é\‘?“#&iﬁi}
\s\\{lﬁ '=. Aﬂ

: .}%d.,/'i

)
I
[/ oy

ﬂue\“‘s_\mﬁ'\'\ 6\”\69 )



