
HPS form 10-900 
CM2) 

United States Depar tment of the Inter ior 
National Parle Service 

National Register of Historic P iaces 
inventory—Nomination Form 
See instruct ions in Hoiv to Complete Nat ional Register Forms 
Type all entr ies—complete appl icable sect ions 

1. Name 

historic St . Anthony H o t e l 

and or common St . Anthony I n t e r c o n t i n e n t a l San Anton io 

2. Location 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-87 

For HPS UM only 

received fi^jQ 5 jggg 

date entered 

SEP I 9 1986 

X 

street & number 300 T r a v i s S t r e e t N/A not for publication 

city, town San Antonio N/A vicinity of 

state Texas code 048 county Bexar code 029 

3. Classiffication 
Category 

district 
X bulldlng(s) 

structure 
site 
object 

Ownersh ip 
public 

X private 
both 

Put 
N M In process 

being considered 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
yes: restricted 

_ X . yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 

X commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner off Property 
name H i s t o r i c S a i n t An thony C o r p . 

street & number 300 T r a v i s S t r e e t 

city, town San A n t o n i o N/A_ vicinity of state Texas 78205 

5. Location off Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Bexar Coun ty C o u r t h o u s e 

street & numtwr Ma in P l a z a 

city, town San A n t o n i o state Texas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
San A n t o n i o H i s t o r i c Resource S u r v e y , 1977 

title H i s t o r i c S i t e s I n v e n t o r y , 1983 has this property been determined eligible? _ yes X no 

C i t y o f San A n t o n i o H i s t o r i c Landmark , 1982 
date federal state county X local 

depository for survey records H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e , Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commiss ion 

city, town A n t o n i o , A u s t i n state Texas 
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SEP I 9 1986 See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entries- complete applicable sections 

1. Name 

historic St . Anthony Hotel 

and·or common St. Anthony Intercontinental San Antonio 

2. Location 
street & number 300 Travis Street 

city, town San Antonio N/ A vicinity of 

state Texas code 048 county 

3. Classification 
Category 
_ district 
__!_ bulldlng(s) 
_ structure 
_ site 
_ object 

Ownership 
_ public 
_x.. prlvate 
_ both 
P~blic Acqut•ltion 
N~ In process 
_ being considered 

Status 
--1l occupled 
_ unoccupied 
_ work In progress 
AcceHible 
_ yes: restricted 
~ - yes: unrestricted 
_·no 

4. Owner of Property 

name Historic Saint Anthony Corp . 

street & number 300 Travis Street 

city, town San Antonio N/ A vicinity of 

Bexar 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_K_ commercial 
_ educational 
_ ent ertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_ military 

N / A not for publication 

code 029 

_ museum 
_ park 
_ private residence 
_rellglous 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_ other: 

state Texas 78205 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Bexar County Courthouse 

street & number Main Plaza 

city, town San Antonio state Texas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
San Antonio Historic Resource Survey, 1977 

tltle Historic Sites Inventory , 1983 has this property been determined ellglble? _ yes .lL no 

City of San Antonio Historic Landmark , 1982 
date _ federal __ state _ county _x_ local 

depository for survey records Historic Preservation Office, Texas Historical Commission 

city, town San Antonio , Austin state Texas 
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7. Description 

Condi t ion Check one Check one 
X excellent deteriorated unaltered _X_ original site 

good ruins X altered moved date 
N/A 

fair unexposed 
Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Hie St. Anthony HDtel is a ten-story, mascxiry and steel-frame 
structure consisting of four towers, located in Downtown San Antonio. The 
present c3esign is the result of a series of remodelings vdiich unified early 
hotel sections, producing a uniform exterior ajpearance. The detailing of 
the hotel's exterior reflects the Spanish Colcxiial heritage of San Antcnio, 
vAiile the har»dsoroe interior spaces are more classical in their appearance 
and detailing. 

The ter>-story St. Anthony Hotel occupies an entire block facing the 
south side of Travis E^k in Scin Antcxiio. The primary facade i s situated 
on Travis Street, and includes the two main entrances to the hotel. At 
street level, the ten-story mass of the building steps out toward Travis 
Street i n the form of a single-story unit forming an enclosed loggia across 
the frcrit facade. The entrances to the hotel are positiaied at each end of 
the Travis elevaticn. The west entrance is same\^iat more elegantly 
detailed, primarily as i t serves as a pedestriein entrance, witJi the east 
entrance designed for vehicular t r a f f i c . Both of these entrcinces are 
capped by segmental, stepped parapets derived from the 18th-century Speinish 
Colonial architecture of the regicn. The central section of the Travis 
Street elevation is formed by a series of eight arched openings shaded by a 
continuous molding carried by a series of Corinthian columns. The large, 
round-arch, glazed openings i n this arcade oonfiguraticai featiare 
wrought-iron railings. The other street-level bays of the entry facade 
feature large, fixed sashes in classically detailed frames, with Ionic 
pilasters supporting segment:ally eurched pediments. The two entrances are 
protected fron the rain by Ccinopies hung fron chains attached to the facade 
wall. 

The main mass of the hotel, rising seven stories frcan the ground to 
the penthouse levels, is faced with tawny brick. Double-hung, cxie-over-one 
sash windows are used throughout these intermediate floors. The planes of 
the facade walls are accentuated by a series of slight setbacks vfliich 
relate to detailing found on the base and penthouse levels of the hotel. A 
simple cornice band divides tdie penthouse section from the rest of tdie 
hotel facade, featuring decorative inset panels at the comers and beneath 
the mock porticoes of the penthouse. The uppermost two stories of the 
hotel are faced with blonde brick cind are scanewhat more elaborately 
detailed than v*iat stands beneatJi them. A series of portico frames 
dominates this section of the hotel exterior, with one each cn the east and 
west elevaticHis, cind three cxi the main north elevation facing Travis 
Street. These aifreunements step out s l i g h t l y from the plane of the wall, 
and rise through the t i l e d hipped roof of the penthouse. Brick pilasters 
flank large square-headed window openings, and rise up to form f i n i a l s i n 
the parapet design above the windows and the t i l e d roof. The three 
Qiframements facing Travis Street feature g r i l l e d window openings to either 
side of the major opening. Windows such as these with their wrought-ircn 

7. Description 

Condition 
_!_ excellent 

- QC?Od 
I. v , I flir -.ff i 

_ deteriorated 
_ ru ins 
_ unexposed 

Check one 
_ unaltered 
__l_ attered 

Check one 
..1L original site 
_ moved date _N_,_/ A _________ _ 

Desc'rik the pre sent and origina l (if knownt physical appearance 

The St. Ant:hony lbtel is a ten-story, mascnry and steel-frame 
structure consisting of four towers, located in D::>wntown San Antooio. The 
present design is the result of a series of renodelings which unified early 
hotel sections, prcxlucing a uniform exterior appearance. The detailing of 
the hotel ' s exterior reflects the Spanish Colonial heritage of San Antcnio, 
while the handsane interior spaces are nore classical in their appearance 
and detailing. 

The ten-story St. Anthony Hotel occupies an entire block facing the 
south side of Travis Park in San Antonio. The primary facade is situated 
oo Travis Street, and includes the two main entrances to the hotel . At 
street level, the ten- story mass of the building steps out toward Travis 
Street in the form of a single-story unit forming an encl osed l0g3ia across 
the £rent facade. The entrances to the hotel are p:>sitioned at each end of 
the Travis elevaticn. Ttie west entrance is sanewhat nore elegantly 
detailed, primarily as it serves as a pedestrian entrance, with the east 
entrance designed for vehicular traffic . Both of these entrances are 
capped by segmental, stepped parapets derived from the 18th- century Spanish 
Colonial architecture of the regicn. The central sectioo of the Travis 
Street elevation is formed by a series of eight arched openings shaded by a 
oontinoous nolding carried by a series of Corinthian oolumns. The large, 
round-arch, glazed openings in this arcade configuration feature 
wrought-iroo railings. The other street-level bays of the entry facade 
feature large, fixed sashes in classically detailed frames, with Ionic 
pilasters supporting segmentally arched pediments. The two entrances are 
protected from the rain by canopies hung from chains attached to the facade 
wall. 

The JM.in mass of the hotel, rising seven stories from the ground to 
the penthouse levels, is faced with tawny brick. Ibuble-hurg, one-over-ooe 
sash windows are used througb:>llt these intermediate floors. The planes of 
the facade walls are accentuated by a series of slight setbacks whidl. 
relate to detailing found en the base and penthouse levels of the hotel. A 
simple oornice band divides the penthouse secticn £ran the rest of the 
hotel facade , featuring decorative inset panel s at the oorners and beneath 
the m:x::k p:>rticoes of the penthouse. The ~most two stories of the 
hotel are faced with bloode brick and are somewhat JIOre elaborately 
detailed than what stands beneath them. A series of p:>rtioo frames 
oominates this section of the hotel exterior , with ooe each oo the east and 
west elevations, and three on the main north elevation facing Travis 
Street. These enframements step out slightly from the plane of the wall, 
and rise through the tiled hipped roof of the penthouse. Brick pilasters 
flank large square-headed winoow openings, and rise up to form finials in 
the parapet design above the wind:>ws and the tiled roof. The three 
enframements facing Travis Street feature grilled window openings to either 
side of the major opening. Wind::>ws such as these with their wrought- iron 
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rejas or g r i l l e s were a popular element in Spanish Colonial architecture, 
and are very appropriate given the histor i c a l background of San Antonio. 
Beneath each of the large window openings of the penthouse level are 
decorative, blind panels of brickwork that appecu: as a balustrade beneath 
the windows, as i f the space had once been an open loggia. The hotel is 
capped by a red-tile roof v^iose eaves project above the penthouse. The 
round profiles of the t i l e s add another Spanish Colonial element to the 
building's exterior. 

The major interior public spaces of the hotel are ooncentrated on the 
f i r s t and second floors. Running parallel to Travis Street for most of the 
length of the hotel is the elegantly detailed Peacock Alley, the principal 
Ibtby space of the structure. This space is articulated by a series of 
square piers and pilasters vifliicih support a heavily coffered ceiling. A 
modillioned cornice frames each of the coffers. The floor is covered in 
small, octagonal t i l e s laid out i n a reflected pattern following the 
ceiling divisions. At the west end of the main floor is the main lotby 
area, wit^i a curvilinear staircase leading to the mezzcuiine meeting rooms. 
This section of the lobby is somev^t more richly detailed than Peacock 
Alley, with very ornate pier and pilaster capitals. The largest meeting 
space is the Anacacho Room V(fliich features a mezzanine with a wrought-ircn 
balcony r a i l i n g . 

In 1935, the two reinforced concrete towers—tower 1 b u i l t in 1909 and 
tower 2 b u i l t in 1910—were incorporated into one building with a common 
facade. Two additional stories were added and a t h i r d major tower was 
constructed. Spanish Colonial Revival details evident in the earlier 
structures were repeated. Also, a brick colonnade and covered vnialkway were 
added to the Navarro Street facade. The hotel became recognized as a 
"world-class" hostelry. 

In 1941, the fourth and f i n a l ten-story tower was constructed. The 
hotel covered an entire c i t y block, extending from Navarro to Jefferson 
streets. The addition included an inrovative drive-in parking garage, 
v^ich was situated in tihe basement and the f i r s t five floors with guest 
rocHus, which were located cn the top five floors. The original ballrocwn i n 
tower 2 became the Peraux Room, and an elaborate new ballroom named the 
Anacadio Room was located i n this new section. While syn^jathetic in form, 
style, and materials to the 1935 sections of the hotel, tower 4, by 
virtue of i t s ctxistructicn date, cannot be considered as being a 
contributory element of the ncriinated structure. Sines 1941, the St. 
Anthony has undergone a continuous moc3emization prograun; however, the 
changes have been largely cosmetic. 

NPS F om, 10-900-1 
CW2) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Cont inuation sheet Item number 7 

ONB No. l024-0018 
rKpl,es l0-Jl - B7 

Page 1 

rejas or grilles were a pop.1lar element in Spanish Colonial architecture, 
and are very appropriate given the historical backgrmmd of San Antooio. 
Beneath each of the large window openings of the penthouse level are 
decorative, blind panels of brickwork that appear as a balustrade beneath 
the windows, as if the space had ooce been an open loggia. The hotel is 
ca_wed by a red-tile roof wb:>se eaves project aoove the penthouse. The 
round profiles of the tiles add another Spanish Colonial element to the 
building' s exterior. 

The ma.jor interior public spaces of the hotel are ooncentrated oo the 
first and second floors. Running parallel to Travis Street for nost of the 
length of the hotel is the elegantly detailed Peaoock Alley, the principal 
lott,y space of the structure. This space is articulated by a series of 
square piers and pilasters which support a heavily coffered ceiling. A 
nodilliooed cornice frames each of the coffers. The floor is covered in 
small, octagonal tiles laid out in a reflected pattern following the 
ceiling divisions. At the west end of the main floor is the main lott>y 
area, with a curvilinear staircase leading to the mezzanine meeting rooms. 
This sectioo of the loli:>y is sanewhat oore richly detailed than Peaoock 
Alley, with very ornate pier and pilaster capitals. The largest meeting 
space is the Ana.each::> R:>an which features a mezzanine with a wrought- iroo 
balcony railing. 

In 1935, the two reinforced concrete towers- tower l wilt in 1909 and 
tower 2 built in 191Q-were incorporated into one building with a ccmtal. 

facade. '!'No additional stories were added and a third major tower was 
constructed. Spanish Colonial Revival details evident in the earlier 
structures were repeated. Also, a brick colonnade and covered walkway were 
added to the Navarro Street facade. The hotel became recognized as a 
"world- class" hostelry. 

In 1941, the fourth and final ten-story toi,.,er was constructed. The 
hotel covered an entire city block, exteooing £ran Navarro to JefferSCl'l 
streets. The addition incloo.ed an innovative drive-in parking garage, 
which was situated in the basement and the first five floors with guest 
r(X)JDS, which were located oo the top five floors . The original ballroom in 
tower 2 became the Peraux lb:m, and an elaoorate new ballroom named the 
Anacadlo R:x>tn was located in this new section. While sympithetic in form, 
style, and materials to the 1935 sections of the hotel, tower 4, by 
virtue of its construction date, cannot be considered as being a 
contributory element of the naninated structure. Since 1941, the St. 
Antln1y has under<;;pne a continoous ooderniz.ation program; b:>wever, the 
changes have been largely cosmetic. 



8. Signifficance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

JL_ 1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 

-X_ commerce 
communications 

community planning 
conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
Industry 
invention 

landscape architecture 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates see^contlnuation Builder Architect see continuation sheet 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The present St. Anthony Hotel, consisting of four towers, is the 
result of a series of buildirvg programs that began in 1909 with the 
ocnstruction of the i n i t i a l section, an eight-story structure located at 
the comer of Travis and Navarro streets. Already recognized for 
innovative features during the decade after the tum of the century, the St. 
Anthony received i t s greatest notoriety in 1935 after Ralph W. Morrison, an 
energy magnate, purchased the property. The purchase of the hotel during 
the Depression for the large siam of $475,000, was significant conmercial 
act in San Antonio. The subsequent million-dollcu: expansion, refurbishing, 
cuid redecorating program was an even greater eocncmic boost to the c i t y 
because i t strengthened the depressed local realty market v̂ hen help was 
desperately needed. Morrison's building program, involving seventy-five 
percent of the present hotel (towers 1, 2, and 3) was completed i n 1935. 
Ihe work altered the configuration of the hotel vhile retiaining t:he Spanish 
Colonial revival influences of the earlier sections. The hotel 
configuration has remained the same since that period except for the 
additicxi of a f i n a l ten-story tower ocxitaining guest rocxns and a drive-in 
garage, vidiich was completed in 1941. Although the fourth tower was rxjt 
ocanpleted u n t i l 1941, the use of the same building materials and the 
continuation of the Spanish Colonial Revival detailing created a unified 
hotel coii5>lex extending the a i t i r e c i t y block. Throughout the years, 
modemization and redecorating programs have been undertiaken. During the 
1935 building program, Morrison created a world-renowned hostelry similar 
to the resort hotels located i n Califomia and Florida? i n fact, the St. 
Anthony was the only "luxury" hotel operating i n San Antonio dxiring the 
Depression, vdiich was clearly the most important period i n the history of 
the hotel. Morrison established the hotel as a symbol of quedity 
development, growth, and civic pride. This tradition has oontinued for 
over f i f t y years, during v*iich the hotel has attracted to the c i t y 
distinguished visitors such as Douglas MacArthur, Will Rogers, ElearvDr 
FtxDsevelt, arid Dwight D. Eisenhower. The restoration program, conpleted by 
Intercontinental Hotels Corp., in 1983, re-emphasized the importance for 
the hotel of the 1935 period. In the 1930s, the St. Anthony Jfotel played a 
role in the transformation of San Antonio into a major urban center. Once 
again, i t s importance cannot be diminished; i t is a major component of the 
redevelopment of Downtown Scin Antonio. 

The Great Depression of the 1930s came late to Texas, and i t s effects 
were not as deveistating as in other parts of the country, but i t was a 
trying and d i f f i c i o l t era. San Antonio's population grew very slowly—less 
than one percent a year as verified by the Uiited States Census Bureau, 

a. Significance 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 
_ 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_ 1800-1899 
~ 1900-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric _ _ community planning __ landscape architecture _ religion 
_ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law _ science 
_ agriculture __ economics --·- literature _ sculpture 
_ architecture __ education __ military _ social/ 
__ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_.1L commerce ___ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
_ communications __ Industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

--·- Invention _ other (specify) 

s ee continua tion 
Specific dates sheet Builder/Architect s ee continua tion sheet 

\ Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

'Ihe present St. Anthony Ebtel, oonsisting of four towers, is the 
result of a series of building programs that began in 1909 with the 
cx::ostructioo of the initial sectioo, an eight-story structure located at 
the corner of Travis am Navarro streets. Already recognized for 
innovative features during the decade after the turn of the century, the St. 
Anthaly received its greatest notoriety in 1935 after RalJ:h w. r-t:>rrisoo, an 
energy nagnate, p.irchased the property. '!he µrrchase of the ootel during 
the Depressioo for the large sum of $475,000, was significant conmercial 
act in San Antooio. 'Ihe subsequent millioo-oollar expmsion, refurbishing, 
and redecorating program was an even greater ea::nanic boost to the city 
because it strengthened the depressed local realty market when help was 
de.sperately needed. r-t:>rrison' s building program, involving seventy-five 
percent of the present ootel (towers 1, 2, and 3) was completed in 1935. 
'Ihe work altered the configuraticn of the ootel while retaining the Spanish 
Cblooial revival influences of the earlier sections. '!he ootel 
configuration has remained the same since that period except for the 
addition of a final ten-story towe.r containing guest roans and a drive-in 
garage, which was canpleted in 1941. Altlx>ugh the fourth tower was not 
completed until 1941, the use of the same building materials and the 
continuaticn of the Spanish Cblonial Revival detailing created a unified 
ootel complex extending the entire city block. 'lhrougoout the years, 
nodernizaticn and rede<X>rating programs have been undertaken. During the 
1935 wilding program, r-t:>rrisai created a world-renowned hostelry similar 
to the resort hotels located in califomia and Florida; in fact, the St. 
Anthony was the ally "luxury" ootel operating in San Antcnio during the 
Depressicn, which was clearly the nost important period in the history of 
the h:>tel. r-t:>rrisai established the hotel as a symbol of quality 
develcpnent, growth, and civic pride. This traditicn has continued for 
over fifty years, during which the ootel has attracted to the city 
distin:;uished visitors such as O'.:>uglas MacArthur, Will Io:3ers, Eleanor 
Rx:>sevelt, and Oright o. Eisenhower. 'lbe restoratioo program, completed by 
InterContinental H:>tels Corp., in 1983, re-enJ:hasized the imp:)rtance for 
the hotel of the 1935 period. In the 1930s, the St. Anthoo.y rbtel played a 
role in the transformatioo of San Antcnio into a major urban center. Once 
again, its importance cannot be diminished; it is a major component of the 
redevelopment of Downtown San Antonio. 

'Ihe Great Depressicn of the 1930s came late to Texas, and its effects 
were not as devastating as in other parts of the country, but it was a 
trying and difficult era. San Antonio's pop.tl.aticn grew very slowly-less 
than one percent a year as verified by the United States Census Bureau, 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property l e s s t h a n 1 a c r e 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t ion and j us t i f i ca t i on 

New City Block 415, Lot Numbers A-7, A-8, A-9, Block Number 18, Zoning D i s t r i c t I , 
City of San Antonio, Bexar County. 

List a i l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapp ing s ta te or county boundar ies 

state N/A code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Lynn Osborne Bobbitt, Consultant (with John C. Ferguson, THC) 

organization date (see continuation sheet) 

street & number ^ i n g W i l l i a m S t r e e t telephone (512 ) 227-7804 

city or town San Antonio state Texas 

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication 
Ttte evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state X local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for Inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the^at ional Parte S^odce. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title State His to r ic Preservation O f f i c e r 

For HPS use only 
l i iereby certify tltat this property is Included in the National Register 

l ' /OPO 91 1 

^ /iCMpar o( the National Register 

Attaat: date 

Chief of Registration 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
Bexar County Deed Records , Bexar County Courthouse , San Antonio , Texas . 

Dielman, Leo M.J ., Collection . Uni dent ified newspaper article on file wi th Daughters 
of the Republic of Texas Libr ary, San Antonio , Texas . 

1 o. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property less than 1 acre 
Quadrangle name San Antonio East , Texas 
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New City Block 415, Lot Numbers A- 7, A- 8 , A-9 , Block Number 18 , Zoning District I , 
City of San Antonio , Bexar Count y. 

Llat all atates and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/A code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Lynn Osborne Bobbitt , Consultant (with John C. Ferguson , THC) 

organization date (see continuation sheet) 

strHt & number 410 King William Str eet telephone (512) 227-7804 

city or town San Antonio state Texas 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

_ national _ _ state _!_ 1ocal 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the Natlonal Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for Inclusion In the National Register and certify that It has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by th atlonal Park ce. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title State Historic Preservation Officer 

For MPS UN only 
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which recorded 231,542 people in 1930 with an increase to only 253,000 i n 
1940.^ Building and ooramercial ac t i v i t i e s decreased notably and by the 
mid-1930s, and San Antcxiio slipped into t h i r d place in Texas behind Dallas 
and HDuston. As a regional mercantile eind financial center dependent on 
natural resources such as cattle, agriculture, o i l euid gas, San Antonio's 
economy had failed to keep pace with those younger, rapidly expanding 
cities . 

MDrrison's purchase of the hotel during the Depressicn was important, 
but the fact t^iat he imnediately began a million-dollar refurbishing eind 
e5cpansion program was even more dramatic. Morrison acquired the hotel for 
$475,000 in Februcury of 1935, frcxn Westem and SoutJiem Life Insurance 
Company, a Cincinnati, Ohio, corporation who had been forced to foreclose 
on the mortgage.2 The hotel was in a deteriorating ccxidition, struggling 
to remain typen, as were other hotels in the c i t y . Morriscxi's investjnent 
transformed the St. Anthony into a luxury hotel. By providing superior 
hotel f a c i l i t i e s , San Antonio was better equipped to acconinodate tourists, 
ranchers, military o f f i c i a l s , and o i l and gas representatives, many of whan 
were coming to the c i t y because of i t s location at the crossroads of 
several major r a i l lines. The St. Antihony Hotel dominated the market and 
became a local attraction. Oftai the names of the c i t y cind tiie hotel were 
used interchangeably. 

A Federal Writer's Project report stated that no important 
improvements were undertaken in the c i t y u n t i l the advent of the Works 
Progress Administration in the mid-1930s.3 The Scui Antonio Express 
reported on March 9, 1935, that "v^en the St. Anthony Hotel construction 
began i t would be Scin Antonio's f i r s t major downtown project using private 
funds to begin in the last five yeeirs." I t is evident that Morrison made 
i t possible for the hotel to become a leader i n the business vAiich, in 
tum, aided the city's depressed eccaiony. Also, he preserved the St. 
Anthony for future generations to enjoy. 

Morriscxi's building program included the addition of two floors to the 
existing two towers, the construction of a th i r d tower of ten stories, cind 
the incorporation of the towers into one building with a coramcn facade and 
lobby thereafter known as Peacock Alley. Also, new materials were 
introduced to solve an engineering problem created by the addition of two 
more floors to the original buildings. The well-known San Antonio 
structural engineer, Willard E. Sin^iscn, used gypsum planks and a l i g h t 
steel structure to help decrease the load on the foundation.'* The hotel 
reportedly became the f i r s t completely air-coniditicaied hotel in the world. 
I t contained a set of three elevators with brass doors and electric eyes. 
The renovation project was completed by Novatiber of 1935. ̂  
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which reoorded 231,542 people in 1930 with an increase to cnly 253, 000 in 
1940. 1 Building and oommercial activities decreased ootably and by the 
mid-1930s, and San Antcrrio sliwed into third place in Texas behirrl l)tllas 
and Ibuston. 'As a regicnal. mercantile and financial center dependent oo 
natural resources such as cattle, agriculture, oil and gas, San Antooio's 
eoonomy had failed to keep pace with those younger, rapidly expmding 
cities. 

M:>rrison's p.irchase of the ootel during the Depressioo was imp::>rtant, 
but the fact that he inmediately began a m.illio~llar refurbishing and 
expansion program was even m::,re dramatic. M:>rrison acquir ed the ootel for 
$475,000 in February of 1935, from Western and Southern Life Insurance 
COmp.'my, a Cincinnati, Chio, oorp::>ration who had been forced to foreclose 
oo the nortgage.2 The ootel was in a deteriorating cx:>ndition, stru(Bling 
to remain open, as were other ootels in the city. M:>rrison's investment 
transformed the St . Anth::>ny into a luxury hotel. By providing superior 
ootel facilities, San Antonio was better equiwed to accamiodate tourists, 
ranchers , military officials, and oil and gas represe.Y}tatives, nany of whom 
were caning to the city because of its locatioo at the crossroads of 
several major rail lines. The St. Anthaly Ebtel oominated the market and 
became a local attracti01. Often the names of the city and the hotel were 
used interchangeably. 

A Federal Writer's Project report stated that oo imp::>rtant 
improvements were undertaken in the city tmtil the advent of the Works 
Progress Mministratioo in the mid-1930s.3 'll"le San Antonio Express 
rep::,rted on Maren 9, 1935, that 11\lm.en the St . Anthcny fbtel construction 
began it would be San Antonio ' s first major oowntown project using private 
funds to begin in the last five years." It is evident that M:>rrison made 
it p::>ssible for the ootel to beoome a leader in the business which, in 
turn, aided the city's depressed econany. Also, he preserved the St. 
Anth::>ny for future generations to enjoy. 

M:>rrison' s building program included the addition of two floors to the 
existing two towers , the constructioo of a third tower of ten stories, and 
the inoorp::>ration of the towers into cne building with a comzocn facade and 
lol:i:Jy thereafter kn:>wn as Peaoock Alley. Also, new materials were 
introdoced to solve an engineering problem created by the addition of two 
nore floors to the original buildings. 'll"le well-kn:>wn San Antooio 
structural engineer, Willard E. Simpson, used gypsum planks and a light 
steel structure to help decrease the load oo the foundation.4 'lhe ootel 
rep:>rtedly became the first canpletely air-ccnditioned ootel in the world. 
It cx>r1tained a set of three elevators with brass doors and electric eyes. 
'lhe renovation pro ject was oompleted by N:>vember of 1935.5 
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Morrison's sophisticated influence manifested i t s e l f in the St. 
Anthony's interior as well. French Elnpire antiques decorated tiie lobby, 
oriental rugs adomed the floors, and original paintings by such noted 
artists as Cartier, MoCarm, Remington, and DeYoung were displayed 
throughout the hotel. Perhaps the best known is "Mxicurch of the Golden 
West," a painting of a mighty eagle by James Ferdinand McCann, an I r i s h 
a r t i s t who f e l l in love with Texas and settled in San Antonio. I t now 
hangs in the lobby. A rosewood and gold-leaf Stanwick piano, coHnnissioned 
by the Russian Embassy in I ^ i s in 1924, was purchased by Morrison and 
placed in the lobby, further creating an atmosphere of quiet eleganoe. 

A writer described the St. Anthony as "the Waldorf on the 
Prairie.. .vi*iich was distinguished, among other things, for i t s readiness to 
humor any fanciful desire that comes into the head of a whimsical patron. 
He attributed the St. Anthony's quality to the taste and personality of i t s 
owner, Ralph Morrison, a "big reticent, amiable industrialist." 

In addition to the Hotel, the property included a power plant located 
in another building in the block immediately west of the Hotel.^ A tunnel 
connected the power plant to the Hotel. An old-time u t i l i t y operator, 
Morrison reworked the power plant to provide e l e c t r i c i t y to the Hotel. 
When the San Antonio Public Service Company reminded Morrison that there 
was a cit y ordincince prohibiting private power lines from crossing a public 
street, Morrison acquired a charter and sold e l e c t r i c i t y at reduced rates 
to other buildings in the block. The Public Service Company purchased the 
power plant from Morrison. The cxxitract included a clause to the effect 
that i f his rates for e l e c t r i c i t y ever increased to a figure Morrison 
considered unreasonable, he would buy back the plant for what he had sold 
i t . The powsr plant no longer exists, but the tunnel s t i l l remains. 

After Morriscxi's death in 1948, the St. Anthcxiy was owned arid operated 
by trustees of Morrison's Hotel Company u n t i l 1971, v̂ rtien financier, William 
Ochse purchased the Hotel. Intercontinental Hotels Corp. acquired the St. 
Anthony in A p r i l , 1981. After being closed for 11 months, the Hotel 
o f f i c i a l l y reopened in May of 1983. A $20-million restoration program 
highlighted the 1935 historic period, the era during v^hich the most 
significant exterior and interior modifications occurred. 
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Anthooy's interior as well. French Empire antiques deoorated the lol:by, 
oriental rugs adorned the floors , and original paintings by such rx>ted 
artists as cartier, M:.-Cam, Remingtcn, an::l DeYoung were displayed 
throughout the rotel. Perhaps the best known is "Monarch of the Golden 
West, " a painting of a mighty eagle by James Ferdinarrl M:.Cmn, an Irish 
artist who fell in love with Texas and settled in San Antcnio. It now 
hangs in the loli>y. Ar~ and gold-leaf Stanwick pian:::>, comnissiooed 
by the Russian Embassy in Paris in 1924, was ?,rrchased by Morrison and 
placed in the loti:>y, further creating an atm::>Sphere of quiet elegance. 

A writer described the St. Anthony as "the Waldorf oo the 
Prairie • •• which was distinJuishoo., am:>ng other thin;Js, for its readiness to 
huoor any fanciful desire that comes into the head of a whimsical patron. 116 
He attributed the St. Anthoo.y's quality to the taste and personality of its 
owner, Ralph M:>rrison, a ''big reticent, amiable industrialist. 11 

In additioo to the I:btel, the property included a p:>wer plant located 
in another building in the block immediately west of the Ebtel.7 A tunnel 
connected the p:>wer plant to the fi:>tel. An old-t~ utility operator, 
M:>rrison reworked the p:>wer plant to provide electricity to the H::>tel. 
When the San Antcnio Public Service Conpany reminded t-brriscn that there 
was a city ordinance prooibiting private p:>wer lines from crossing a public 
street, t-brriscn acxiuired a charter and sold electricity at roo.uced rates 
to other buildings in the block. 'lhe ~lie Service a:,mpany ?,rrchased the 
i;ower plant fran Morriscn. 'Ihe contract included a clause to the effect 
that if his rates for electricity ever increased to a figure t-brrison 
considered unreasonable, he would buy back the plant for what he had sold 
it. 'Ihe p::,wer plant n::, looger exists, but the tunnel still remains. 

After t-brrison' s death in 1948, the St. Anthaly was ownoo. and oper ated 
by trustees of t-brrisan ' s Ebtel Company until 1971, when financier, William 
Ochse purchased the H::>tel. InterContinental fbtels a:,rp. acquired the St. 
Anthony in April , 1981. After being closed for 11 m::nths, the H::>tel 
officially reopened in May of 1983. A $2~million restoratioo program 
highlighted the 1935 historic period, the era during which the m:,st 
significant exterior an:l interior nodifications occurroo.. 
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p. 6. 

3 San Antonio: An Auth:>ritative Guide to the Cit¥ and its Enviroos, 
ccinp1led and Wntten by the Federal Wnter s ProJect of the Works 
Progress Admini.stratioo in the State of Texas (San Antcnio: The Clegg 
Canp3ny, 1938), p . 41. 

4 San Antaiio Express, March 9 , 1935, p. 7. 
5 Pan American lbtel Ccxnpany Corp:,rate Records, Book 1, p. 49. 
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Specific Dates and Architects: 

1909 TOWER 1, eight stories 
J. Flood Wcilker, Architect, San Antcxiio, & Mauran, Russell & Garden, 
Architects, St. Louis 
Willard E. Simpson, Sr., Structural Ehgineer, San Antonio 
Seiden-Breck Construction Co., General Contractor, San Antonio 

1910 TCWER 2, eight stories 
J. Flood Vfalker, Architect, San Antonio 

1935 COMBINING TCWERS 1 & 2 with commcxi facade and ccHistruction Floors 
9 ar>d 10 and Tbwer 3 
John M. Marriott, Architect, San Antonio 
Willard E. Sinpscn, Sr., Structural Engineer, San Antonio 
Atlee B. and Robert M. Ayres, Architects, San Antonio 

1941 TOWER 4, ten floors and parking garage 
F.S. Jones, Architect, San Antonio 

1959 INTERIOR REMOEELING 
Atlee B. and Robert M. Ayres, Architects, San Antonio 
Dorothy Vitaper, Interior Design, New York City 

1964 FACAra: AND INTERIOR REMCC«LING 
Richcurd Kent, Inc., Interior and Exterior Design, New York City 

1981- EXTERIOR CLEANING AND INTERIOR REMC»ELING 
1983 Chumney, Jones and Kell, Inc., Architects, San Antonio 
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J. Flood Walker, Architect, San Antcnio, & Mauran, Russell & Garden, 
Architects, St. IDuis 
Willard E. Simpsal, Sr • , Structural Engineer, San Antcnio 
Seiden-Breck Constructioo O::>. , General Contractoc, San Antonio 

1910 'ltMER 2, eight stories 
J . Flood Walker , Architect , San Antonio 

1935 a:MBININ3 'lailERS 1 & 2 with OOI1111a1 facade and oonstruction Floors 
9 a.rxi 10 a.rxi 'Ibwer 3 
John M. Marriott, Architect, San Antooio 
Willard E. Simpscn, Sr. , Structural Engineer, San Antcnio 
Atlee B. and R:>bert M. Ayres, Architects, San Antooio 

1941 'ltMER 4, ten floors a.rxi parking garage 
F.S. Jooes, Archi tect , San Antooio 

1959 INI'ERIOR REM>DELIN3 
Atlee B. and lbbert M. Ayres , Architects, San Antcni.o 
lbrothy Draper, Interior Desi~, New York City 

1964 FACADE AND INI'ERIOR REMX>ELI.N3 
Richard Kent, Inc., Interior and Exterior Design, New York City 

1981- E>cr'ERIOR CLF1\Nim AND INI'ERIOR REM>DELI.ID 
1983 Olumney, Jcnes and Kell, Inc., Architects, San Antooio 
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received 3 1983 

date entered 

1. Name 
historic S t . Anthony Ho te l 

and/or common S t . Anthony I n t e r c o n t i n e n t a l San An ton io 

2. Location \ 

city, town San Antonio N/A vicinity of 

state Texas code 048 county Bexar code 029 

3. Classiffication 
Category 

district 
_X_ building(s) 

structure 
site 
object 

Ownersh ip 
public 

X private 
both 

Publ ic Acqu i s i t i on 
N/A in process 

being considered 

Sta tus 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
yes: restricted 

X yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 

X commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner off Property 
name Historic Saint Anthony Corp., Attn. Stephen H. Cathey 

street & numt)er .300 East Travis Street 

city, town San An ton io N/A vicinity of state Texas 7 8205 

5. Location off Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Bexar County Courthouse 

street & number Main P laza 

city, town San An ton io state Texas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
(1) San Anton io H i s t o r i c Resource Survey 

title (2) H i s t o r i c S i t e s I n v e n t o r y this property been determined eligible? _ yes no 

(1) 1977 
r21 1983 federal . X state county X local 

(1) C i t y P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e 
depository for survey records (2) Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

(1) San Anton io 
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1. Name • 

historic St . Anthony Hotel 

and/or common St. Anthony Intercontinental San Antonio 

2. Location 

street & number 300 E-&5-t"'Travis St~ 

city, town San Antonio 

state Texas code 

3. Classification 
Category 
_ district 
....x_ bulldlng(s) 
_ structure 
_ site 
_ object 

Own .... hlp 
_ public 
....x_ private 
_ both 
Public Acquisition 
N/..A In process 
_ being considered 

NIA vicinity of 

048 county 

Status 
Loccupled 
_ unoccupied 
_ work In progress 
Acceaaibl• 
_ yes: restricted 
l yes: unrestricted 
_ no 

4. Owner of Property 

II 

Bexar 

PNaent Use 
_ agriculture 
___x_ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_ military 

name Historic Saint Anthony Corp., Attn. Stephen H. Cathey 

street & number 300. East _Travis Street 

0MB No. 102,4-00,8 
Eap. 10-01-84 

For NPS UM only 

received OCT 3 19:33 
date entered 

NLA not for publication 

code 029 

_ museum 
_ park 
_ private residence 
_ religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_ other: 

city, town San AntoJ1io tI/..A. vicinity of state Texas 7.8205 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Bexar County Courthouse 

street & number Main Plaza 

city, town San Antonio state Texas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
(1) San Antonio Historic Resource Survey 

title (2) Historic Sites Inventory has this property been determined eligible? _ yes .x_ no 

(1) 1977 
date (2) 1983 _ federal _x.._ state _ county _.x_ local 

(1) City Preservation Office 
depositary for survey records (2) Texas Historical Commission 

(1) San Antonio 
""'I,+.' ♦--•••- I',..._" A •• _ _.._ .,! - ••••• 'T"ov.,.,c 



NPS Form 10-gOO 
&«2) 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 
See instruct ions in Hotv fo Complete Nat ional Register Forms 
Type all entr ies—complete appl icable sect ions 

1. Name 
historic St. Anthony Hotel 

and/or common St. Anthony Intercontinental San Antonio 

2. Location 

For NPS use only 

received ^ 3 1983 

date entered 

street & number 300 E « s t ^ T r a v i s S t r e e t * N/A not for publication 

city, town San Antonio N/A vicinity of 

state Texas code 048 county Bexar code 029 

3. Classiffication 
Category 

district 
X buildlng(s) 

structure 
site 
object 

Ownersh ip 
public 

_X_ private 
both 

Publ ic Acqu i s i t i on 
N/A in process 

being considered 

Sta tus 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
yes: restricted 

X yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 

X commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner off Property 

name H i s t o r i c Sa in t Anthony C o r p . , A t t n . Stephen H. Cathey 

street & number 300 East T r a v i s S t r e e t 

city, town San Anton io N/A vicinity of state Texas 7 .8205 

5. Location off Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Bexar County Courthouse 

street & number Main P laza 

city, town San Anton io state Texas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
(1) San Anton io H i s t o r i c Resource Survey 

title (2) H i s t o r i c S i t e s I nven to r y property been determined eligible? _ yes X no 

(1) 1977 
date (2^ 1983 federal _X_ state county X local 

(1) C i t y P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e 
depository for survey records (2) Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

(1) San Anton io 
city, town (2) A u s t i n state Texas 
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See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entrles-<:omplete applicable sections 

1. Name • 

historic St . Anthony Hotel 

and/or common St . Anthony Intercontinental San Antonio 

2. Location 

street & number 300 E-&5-t""Travis St~.,_,, 

city, town San Antonio 

state Texas code 

3. Classification 
Cat•9ory 
_ district 
_x_ buildlng(s) 
_ $tructure 
_ site 
_ ·object 

Ownership 
_ public 
_x_ private 
_ both 
Public Acquisition 
N/..A In process 
_ being considered 

N/A vicinity of 

048 county 

Status 
L occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work In progress 
Accessible 
_ yes: restricted 
_x_ yes: unrestricted 
_ no 

4. Owner of Property 

Bexar 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_x__ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_ military 

name Historic Saint Anthony Corp. , Attn. Stephen H. Cathey 

street & number 300 East Travis Street 

0MB Ho. 1024-<>018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

For NPS UM only 

received OCT 3 1933 
date entered 

NLA. not for publication 

code 029 

_ museum 
_ park 
_ private residence 
_ religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_ other: 

city, town San Antonio NJ.A vicinity of state Texas 7.8205 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Bexar Count y Courthouse 

street & number Main Plaza 

city, town San Antonio state Texas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
(1) San Antonio Historic Resource Survey 

title (2) Historic Sites Inventory has this property been determined eligible? _ yes L no 

(1) 1977 
date (2) 1983 _ federal __x_ state _ county ....x_ local 

(1) City Pr eservation Office 
depository for survey records (2) Texas Historical Commission 

(1) San Antonio 
city, town (2) Austin state Texas 



7. Description 

Condition 
X excellent 

good 
fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 
unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 

_X altered 

Check one 
JL original site 

moved date N/A 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The St. Anthony Hotel is a 10-story masonry and steel-frame structure located on 
Travis Park in downtown San Antonio. The present design is the resuit of a series of 
remodelings which unified two early hotel towers, producing a uniform exterior appearance. 
The detailing of the hotel's exterior reflects the Spanish Colonial heritage of San Antonio, 
while the handsome interior spaces are more classical in their appearance and detailing. 

The 10-story St. Anthony Hotel occupies an entire block facing the south side of Travis 
Park in San Antonio. The primary facade is situated on Travis Street, and includes the 
two main entrances to the hotel. At street level, the 10-story mass of the building steps 
out towards Travis Street i n the form of a single-story unit forming an enclosed loggia 
across the front facade. The entrances to the hotel are positioned to each end of the 
Travis elevation. The west entrance is somewhat more elegantly detailed, primarily as 
i t serves as a pedestrian entrance, with the east entrance designed for vehicular t r a f f i c . 
Both of these entrances are capped by segmental, stepped parapets derived from the 18th-
century Spanish Colonial architecture of the region. The central section of the Travis 
Street elevation is formed by a series of eight arched openings shaded by a continuous 
molding carried by a series of Corinthian columns. The large, round-arch,glazed openings 
in this arcade configuration feature rather Baroque wrought-iron railings. The other 
street-level bays of the entry facade feature large, fixed sashes in classically detailed 
frames, with Ionic pilasters supporting segmentally arched pediments. The two entrances 
are protected from the rain by canopies hung from chains attached to the facade wall. 

The main mass of the hotel, rising seven stories from the ground floor to the pent
house levels, is faced with tawny brick. Double-hung, one-over-one sashes are used 
throughout these intermediate floors. Tlie planes of the facade walls are accentuated by 
a series of slight setbacks which relate to detailing found on the base and penthouse 
levels of the hotel. A simple comice band divides the penthouse section from the rest 
of the hotel facade, featuring decorative inset panels at the comers and beneath the mock 
porticoes of the penthouse. The uppermost two stories of the hotel are faced with blonde 
brick, and are somewhat more elaborately detailed than what stands beneath them. A series 
of rather Baroque portico frames dominates this section of the hotel exterior, with one 
each on the east and west elevations, and three on the main north elevation facing Travis 
Street. These enframements step out s l i g h t l y from the plane of the wall, and rise through 
the t i l e d hipped roof of the penthouse. Brick pilasters flank large square-headed window 
openings, and rise up to form f i n i a l s in the parapet design above the windows and the t i l e d 
roof. The three enframements facing Travis Street feature g r i l l e d window openings to 
either side of the major opening. Such windows, with their wrought iron rejas, or g r i l l e s , 
were a popular element in Spanish Colonial Revival architecture, are very appropriate given 
the historical background of San Antonio. Beneath each of the large window openings of 
the penthouse level are decorative, blind panels of brickwork that appear as a balustrade 
beneath the windows, as i f the space had once been an open loggia. The hotel is capped 
by a red-tile roof whose eaves project above the penthouse. The rounded profiles of the 
t i l e s adds another Spanish Colonial element to the building's exterior. 

The major interior spaces of the hotel are concentrated on the f i r s t and second floors. 
Running parallel to Travis Street for most of the length of the hotel is the elegantly 
detailed Peacock Alley, the principal lobby space of the structure. This space is articulated 

7. Description 

Condition 
...x__ excellent 
_ good 
_ fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ..L altered 
_ unexposed 

Check one 
..L original site 
_ moved date ~ N ..... /-A~---------

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The St. Anthony Hotel is a 10-story masonry and steel-frame structure located on 
Travis Park in downtown San Ant onio . The present design is the resu½t of a series of 
remodelings which unified two early hotel towers, producing a uniform exterior appearance. 
The detailing of the hotel ' s exterior reflects the Spanish Colonial heritage of San Antonio, 
while the handsome interior spaces are more classical in their appearance and detailing. 

The 10-story St. Anthony Hotel occupies an entire block facing the south side of Travis 
Park in San Antonio. The primary facade is situated on Travis Street, and includes the 
two main entrances to the hotel. At street level, the 10-story mass of the building steps 
out towards Travis Street in the form of a single-story unit forming an enclosed loggia 
across the front facade. The entrances to the hotel are positioned to each end of the 
Travis elevation. The west ent rance is somewhat more elegantly detailed, primarily as 
it serves as a pedestrian entrance, witb the east entrance designed for vehicular traffic. 
Both of these entrances are capped by segmental, stepped parapets derived from the 18th
century Spanish Colonial ar chitecture of the region. The central section of the Travis 
Street elevation is formed by a series of eight arched openings shaded by a continuous 
molding carried by a series of Corinthian columns. The large, round-arch,glazed openings 
in this arcade configuration feature rather Baroque wrought-iron railings. The other 
street-level bays of the entry facade feature large, fixed sashes in classically detailed 
frames, with Ionic pilasters supporting segmentally arched pediments. The two entrances 
are protected from the rain by canopies hung from chains attached to the facade wall. 

The main mass of the hotel, rising seven stories from the ground floor to the pent
house levels, is faced with tawny brick. Double-hung, one-over-one sashes are used 
throughout these intermediate floors. The planes of the facade walls are accentuated by 
a series of slight setbacks which relate to detailing found on the base and penthouse 
levels of the hotel . A simple cornice band divides the penthouse section from the rest 
of the hotel facade, featuring decorative inset panels at the corners and beneath the mock 
porticoes of the penthouse. The uppermost two stories of the hotel are faced with blonde 
brick, and are somewhat more el aborately detailed than what stands beneath them. A series 
of rather Baroque portico frames dominates this section of the hotel exterior, with one 
each on the east and west elevations, and three on the main north elevation facing Travis 
Street . These enframements step out slightly from the plane of the wall, and rise through 
the til ed hipped roof of the penthouse. Brick pilasters flank large square-headed window 
openings, and rise up to form finials in the parapet design above the windows and the tiled 
roof . The three enframements facing Travis Street . feature grilled window openings to 
either side of the major opening. Such windows, with their wrought iron rejas, or grilles, 
were a popular element in Spanish Colonial Revival architecture, are very appropriate given 
the historical background of San Antonio. Beneath each of the large window openings of 
the penthouse level are decorative, blind panels of brickwork that appear as a balustrade 
beneath the windows, as if the space had once been an open loggia. The hotel is capped 
by a red-tile roof whose eaves project above the penthouse. The rounded profiles of the 
tiles adds another Spanish Colonial element to the building's exterior. 

The major interior spaces of the hotel are concentrated on the first and second floors. 
Running parallel to Travis Str eet for most of the length of the hotel is the elegantly 
detailed Peacock Alley, the principal lobby space of the structure. This space is articulated 
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by a series of square piers and pilasters which support a heavily coffered ceiling. A 
modillioned comice frames each of the coffers. The floor is covered in small, octagonal 
t i l e s laid out i n a reflected pattern following the ceiling divisions. At the west end 
of the main floor is the main lobby area, with a curvilinear staircase leading to the 
mezzanine meeting rooms. This section of the lobby is somewhat more richly detailed than 
Peacock Alley, with very ornate pier and pilaster capitals. The largest meeting space is 
the Anacacho Room, which features a mezzanine with a wrought-iron balcony r a i l i n g . 

The present St. Anthony Hotel is the result of a series of building programs that began 
in 1909 with the construction of the original part, an eight-story block, located at the 
corner of Travis and Navarro streets at the west end of the present complex. The following 
year,, an eight-story annex was constructed in the center of the block. These two sections 
were unified and enlarged to ten stories i n 1935, with the f i n a l section of the hotel, the 
east block, being added in 1939-1941. These later building campaigns led to the creation 
of the present exterior and interior detailing and character of the hotel, with the Peacock 
Alley lobby space serving as the most important interior connection between what had been 
two separate strucutes. I t is interesting to note that the latest addition included a 
multilevel parking garage, part of which is subterranean. While the hotel has undergone 
remodelings since 1941, there has been l i t t l e change from the appearance of the building . 
since that date. 



8. Signifficance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

_X_1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 

X commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture, 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

1909; 1910; 1935; 
1939; IQM 

Specif ic da tes Builder/Architectl909 g- 1910 - J . F lood Walker , A r c h i t e c t . 
1935 - John M. H a r r i o t , A r c h i t e c t 

Statement of Signif icance (in one paragraph) Willard E. Simpson, Engineer 
1939 § 1941 - F.S. Jones, Architect 

Considered a decade ahead of i t s time when i t was b u i l t in 1909, the St. Anthony 
Hotel represents San Antonio's early era of modemization and transformation. The hotel 
played an important role in transforming San Antonio into a modern ci t y of the 20th century. 
The progressive business element of the c i t y awakened at the tum of the century to the 
fact that San Antonio should actively pursue plans for future growth in order to compete 
with r i v a l c i t i e s . San Antonio was recognized as a distinctive c i t y because of i t s rich 
history, i t s interesting architecture, and i t s resort attractions. A group of enterprising 
men set out to provide the c i t y with the necessary municipal, commercial, office, and hotel 
developments to compliment i t s historic and natural features. 

Christened in honor of the city's namesake, San Antonio de Padua, the St. Anthony was 
an indication of the confidence being placed i n the c i t y and i t s future. Hailed by one 
writer as "...the Waldorf of the Prairie,"! the St. Anthony attracted distinguished visitors 
from, a l l over the world—Douglas MacArthur, Will Rogers, Eleanor Roosevelt, Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, and John Nance Gamer. I t rapidly joined the ranks of notable hostelries. 

Civic leaders began a campaign in the early 1900s to make San Antonio a paragon city 
of the new century. Accordingly, two prominent citizens and wealthy cattlemen, A.H. Jones 
and B.L. Naylor, financed the constmction of the two i n i t i a l towers and hired local 
architect, J. Flood Walker to design them. These men recognized the need for a luxury 
hotel that would cater to cattlemen and ranchers v i s i t i n g San Antonio. A local author 
reported that the St. Anthony was one of the greatest factors i n changing the status of 
Old San Antonio to a modem city. The San Antonio Daily Express of January 3, 1909, stated 
that the vast improvements in hotel f a c i l i t i e s i n the c i t y during the year should not be 
underestimated, and that the new St. Anthony Hotel would strengthen the local realty market. 

In spite of the Depression, Ralph W. Morrison bought the hotel in 1935. Morrison, an 
entrepreneur and civic leadier, is noted for building, among other accomplishments, the 
f i r s t diesel locomotive which ran from Laredo to Corpus Christi. Under Morrison's auspices 
the hotel flourished and achieved i t s significant world-wide reputation for opulence and 
elegance. After architect John M. Marriot had completed the th i r d phase of architectural 
alterations i n 1935, the St. Anthony became the f i r s t hotel i n the world to be completely 
air-conditioned and to have electric-eye doors. Later, the 1941 parking garage, located 

Ĝreen, Peyton, San Antonio: City i n the Sun (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1946), p. 57. 
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in the third tower, offered the world's f i r s t drive-in garage and registration f a c i l i t y . 
Morrison's sophisticated influence manifested i t s e l f i n the St. Anthony's interior as well, 
French Empire antiques decorated the lobby, oriental rugs adorned the floors, and original 
paintings by such noted ar t i s t s as Cartier, McCann, Remington, and DeYoung were displayed 
throughout the hotel. Perhaps the best known is "Monarch of the Golden West," a painting 
of a mighty eagle by James Ferdinand McCann, an I r i s h a r t i s t who f e l l in love with Texas 
and settled in San Antonio. I t hangs in the lobby. A rosewood and gold-leaf Stanwick 
piano, commissioned by the Russian Embassy in Paris in 1924, and purchased by Morrison 
in 1936 from the Russian Embassy in Washington, D.C, for $27,000, further creates the 
atmosphere of quiet elegance sought by Morrison. I t is placed in the lobby. 

After Morrison's death in 1948, the St. Anthony was operated by his trustees. In 
the 1960s, the hotel was once again renovated and the private St. Anthony Club was 
incorporated into the existing building. In 1971, financier William Osche purchased and 
redecorated the building. 

Intercontinental Hotels Corp. acquired the St. Anthony i n A p r i l , 1981. After being 
closed for 11 months, i t o f f i c i a l l y reopened in May, 1983, after a 20 million-dollar 
restoration program was completed which highlighted the 1935-41 historic period, the era 
during which the most significant i n t e r i o r and exterior modifications occurred. 

The integrity of the 
restoration program. The 
i t established over i t s 74 
intertwined. The restorat 
constmction was prior to 
office towers such as the 
Antonio. The St. Anthony 
San Antonio. 

St. Anthony Hotel has been greatly enhanced by the latest 
St. Anthony is once again able to continue the fine tradition 
-year history. I t s history and that of San Antonio are closely 
ion of the hotel is just as important to the cit y today as i t s 
World War I , when i t joined the Gunter and Crockett Hotels and 
Gibbs, Rand, and Gunter buildings to change the skyline of San 
Hotel is a major component of the redevelopment of downtown 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property less than 1 acre 
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city or town San Antonio state Texas 78204 
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I 1. Name of Property 

Historic Name: St. Anthony Hotel (Period of Significance Amendment) 
Other name/site number: 
Name of related multiple property listing: NA 

[ 2. Location 

Street & number: 300 Travis Street 
City or town: San Antonio 
Not for publication: D Vicinity: D 

I 3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

State: Texas County: Bexar 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 

I 
RECEIVED2280 

I OCT I O 2014 

JAT.RE'2!STEROF 1ilSTORltPI.A ES 
I 'JATIONAt ~RKSERYICE - - -4 - ~ ----··· ---

I hereby certify that this Ii!! nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering 
properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR 
Part 60. In my opinion , the property Ii!! meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. 

I recommend that this property be considered significant at the following levels of significance: 
D national D statewide Ii!! local 

Applicable National Register Criteria: li!IA DB DC DD 

State Historic Preservation Officer 

Texas Historical Commission 
State or Federal agency / bureau or Tribal Government 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria . 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency / bureau or Tribal Government 

[ 4. National Park Service Certification 

I hereby certify that the property is: 

. /. l 
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5. Classification  
 
Ownership of Property  

 
X    Private 
    Public - Local 
    Public - State 
    Public - Federal 

 
Category of Property  
 

X    building(s) 
    district 
    site 
    structure 
    object 

 
Number of Resources within Property  
 

Contributing Noncontributing  
1  0 buildings 
0  0 sites 
0 0 structures 
0 0 objects 
1 0 total 

 
Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register: 1 
  
6. Function or Use  
 
Historic Functions: Domestic: hotel 
 
Current Functions: Domestic: hotel 
  
7. Description  
 
Architectural Classification: Late 19th and 20th Century Revivals: Spanish Colonial Revival 
 
Principal Exterior Materials: Brick, Cast Stone 
 
Narrative Description (see continuation sheets 9 through 10) 
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8. Statement of Significance 
 
Applicable National Register Criteria  
 
X A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 

our history. 
 B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 
 C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or 

represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.  

 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. 
 
Criteria Considerations: NA  
 
Areas of Significance: Commerce  
 
Period of Significance: 1935-1964  
 
Significant Dates: 1935, 1941  
 
Significant Person (only if criterion b is marked): NA   
 
Cultural Affiliation (only if criterion d is marked): NA 
 
Architect/Builder: Marriott, John M.; Ayres, Atlee; Ayers, Robert; Jones, F.S.  
 
Narrative Statement of Significance (see continuation sheets 11 through 13) 
  
9. Major Bibliographic References  
 
Bibliography (see continuation sheet 13) 
 
Previous documentation on file (NPS):  

_  preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.  
_  previously listed in the National Register  
_  previously determined eligible by the National Register  
_  designated a National Historic Landmark  
_  recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #  
_  recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #  

 
Primary location of additional data:  

x  State historic preservation office (Texas Historical Commission, Austin) 
_  Other state agency  
_  Federal agency  
_  Local government  
_  University  
_  Other -- Specify Repository:  

 
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): NA
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10. Geographical Data  
 
Acreage of Property: Less than 1 acre (unchanged from original nomination) 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates (UPDATED from original nomination) 
 
Datum if other than WGS84 :NA 
 
Latitude: 29.427254°  Longitude: -98.489147° 
 
Verbal Boundary Description: (unchanged from original nomination) New City Block 415, Lots A-7, A-8,  
A-9, Block 18, Zoning District I, City of San Antonio, Bexar County, Texas. The property is further defined as 
being bounded by E. Travis Street, Jefferson Street, Peacock Alley, and Navarro Street. 
 
Boundary Justification: Boundary includes all property associated with building, including all additions. 
   
  
11. Form Prepared By   
 
Name/title: Scott Carpenter, with Gregory Smith (National Register Coordinator, THC)  
Organization: Seventh Generation Design, Inc. 
Street & number: 118 Broadway, Suite 519 
City or Town: San Antonio    State: Texas    Zip Code: 78209 
E-mail: scott@seventhgendesign.com 
Telephone: (210) 262-6161 
Date: March 12, 2014 
  
Additional Documentation  
 
Maps  
   
Additional items (see continuation sheets 14 through 31) 
 
Photographs  (see continuation sheets 5 through 8) 
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PHOTOGRAPH LOG 

St. Anthony Hotel  
San Antonio, Bexar County, Texas    
 
Photographer: Scott W. Carpenter 
Date Photographed: September 16 and 17, 2012 
Digital Images: TIFF format, 7360 x 4912 pixels, 300 pixels per inch, RGB color, 8 bits per channel 
 

Photograph Number 1 
Digital File Name: TX_BexarCounty_StAnthonyHotel_0001.tif 
View: Northeast corner near intersection of Travis & Jefferson Streets 
Description: General exterior oblique view of building 

Photograph Number 2 
Digital File Name: TX_BexarCounty_StAnthonyHotel_0002.tif 
View: Northeast corner as viewed from one half block east on Travis Street 
Description: General exterior oblique view of building 

Photograph Number 3 
Digital File Name: TX_BexarCounty_StAnthonyHotel_0003.tif 
View: Southeast corner viewed from one half block south on Jefferson Street 
Description: General exterior oblique view of building 

Photograph Number 4 
Digital File Name: TX_BexarCounty_StAnthonyHotel_0004.tif 
View: Jefferson Street facade, looking northwest 
Description: Detailed view Jefferson Street (east) façade 

Photograph Number 5 
Digital File Name: TX_BexarCounty_StAnthonyHotel_0005.tif 
View: North facade at Travis Street garage entrance and canopy 
Description: General view of vehicular entrance and guest arrival area 

Photograph Number 6 
Digital File Name: TX_BexarCounty_StAnthonyHotel_0006.tif 
View: North facade at Travis Street garage entrance & canopy, looking west 
Description: Vehicular entrance with canopy and existing streetscape elements 

Photograph Number 7 
Digital File Name: TX_BexarCounty_StAnthonyHotel_0007.tif 
View: North facade at Travis Street garage entry & canopy, looking southeast 
Description: Vehicular entrance and existing streetscape elements 

Photograph Number 8 
Digital File Name: TX_BexarCounty_StAnthonyHotel_0008.tif 
View: North facade at Travis Street garage entry & canopy, looking southwest 
Description: Vehicular entrance and existing streetscape elements 

Photograph Number 9 
Digital File Name: TX_BexarCounty_StAnthonyHotel_0009.tif 
View: Travis Street garage entry, looking southeast 
Description: Valet station and guest arrival area 
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Photograph Number 10 
Digital File Name: TX_BexarCounty_StAnthonyHotel_0010.tif 
View: First floor garage interior, looking south 
Description: Guest arrival area and valet queuing lanes 

Photograph Number 11 
Digital File Name: TX_BexarCounty_StAnthonyHotel_0011.tif 
View: First floor garage interior, looking east 
Description: Fountain feature at valet station and waiting area 

Photograph Number 12 
Digital File Name: TX_BexarCounty_StAnthonyHotel_0012.tif 
View: First floor garage interior, looking northwest 
Description: Fountain feature at valet station and waiting area 

Photograph Number 13 
Digital File Name: TX_BexarCounty_StAnthonyHotel_0013.tif 
View: First floor garage interior, looking east 
Description: Looking up concrete spiral ramp 

Photograph Number 14 
Digital File Name: TX_BexarCounty_StAnthonyHotel_0014.tif 
View: Sixth floor pool terrace, looking northeast 
Description: Partial view of south façade of Tower 4 

Photograph Number 15 
Digital File Name: TX_BexarCounty_StAnthonyHotel_0015.tif 
View: Sixth floor pool terrace, looking north-northwest 
Description: Partial view of south façade of Tower 4 

Photograph Number 16 
Digital File Name: TX_BexarCounty_StAnthonyHotel_0016.tif 
View: First floor Anacacho Room interior, looking south toward stage 
Description: Coffered ceiling with plaster moldings, metal mezzanine railings & chandeliers 

Photograph Number 17 
Digital File Name: TX_BexarCounty_StAnthonyHotel_0017.tif 
View: First floor Anacacho Room interior, looking southwest toward stage 
Description: Coffered ceiling with plaster moldings, metal mezzanine railings & chandeliers 

Photograph Number 18 
Digital File Name: TX_BexarCounty_StAnthonyHotel_0018.tif 
View: First floor Anacacho Room interior, looking west toward mezzanine 
Description: Coffered ceiling with plaster moldings, metal mezzanine railings & chandeliers 

Photograph Number 19 
Digital File Name: TX_BexarCounty_StAnthonyHotel_0019.tif 
View: First floor Anacacho Room interior, from stage looking north 
Description: Coffered ceiling with plaster moldings, metal mezzanine railings & chandeliers 
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Photograph Number 20 
Digital File Name: TX_BexarCounty_StAnthonyHotel_0020.tif 
View: First floor Anacacho Room interior, looking northwest toward entry 
Description: Coffered ceiling with plaster moldings, metal mezzanine railings & chandeliers 

Photograph Number 21 
Digital File Name: TX_BexarCounty_StAnthonyHotel_0021.tif 
View: Mezzanine level Anacacho Room interior, looking south toward stage 
Description: Coffered ceiling with plaster moldings, metal mezzanine railings & chandeliers 

Photograph Number 22 
Digital File Name: TX_BexarCounty_StAnthonyHotel_0022.tif 
View: Mezzanine level Anacacho Room interior, looking west 
Description: Corner detail of wrought iron railing with wood handrail 

Photograph Number 23 
Digital File Name: TX_BexarCounty_StAnthonyHotel_0023.tif 
View: Mezzanine level Anacacho Room interior, looking south 
Description: Wrought iron railing with wood handrail; mezzanine column 

Photograph Number 24 
Digital File Name: TX_BexarCounty_StAnthonyHotel_0024.tif 
View: Mezzanine level Anacacho Room interior at top of east stair 
Description: Wrought iron stair railing with wood handrail 

Photograph Number 25 
Digital File Name: TX_BexarCounty_StAnthonyHotel_0025.tif 
View: Tenth floor Presidential Suite interior, looking northeast 
Description: Living room with paneled wainscot, plaster and wood moldings, & light fixtures 

Photograph Number 26 
Digital File Name: TX_BexarCounty_StAnthonyHotel_0026.tif 
View: Tenth floor Presidential Suite interior, looking southeast 
Description: Living room with paneled wainscot, plaster and wood moldings, & light fixtures 

Photograph Number 27 
Digital File Name: TX_BexarCounty_StAnthonyHotel_0027.tif 
View: Tenth floor Presidential Suite interior, looking southwest 
Description: Living room with paneled wainscot, plaster and wood moldings, & mantel 

Photograph Number 28 
Digital File Name: TX_BexarCounty_StAnthonyHotel_0028.tif 
View: Tenth floor Presidential Suite interior, looking northwest 
Description: Living room with paneled wainscot, plaster and wood moldings, & mantel 

Photograph Number 29 
Digital File Name: TX_BexarCounty_StAnthonyHotel_0029.tif 
View: Tenth floor Presidential Suite interior, looking northeast 
Description: Detailed view of cased opening to entry foyer 
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Photograph Number 30 
Digital File Name: TX_BexarCounty_StAnthonyHotel_0030.tif 
View: Tenth floor Presidential Suite interior, looking southeast 
Description: Detail view of plaster ornamentation and carved wood cornice 

Photograph Number 31 
Digital File Name: TX_BexarCounty_StAnthonyHotel_0031.tif 
View: Tenth floor Presidential Suite interior, looking south 
Description: Detail view of plaster ornamentation and carved wood cornice 

Photograph Number 32 
Digital File Name: TX_BexarCounty_StAnthonyHotel_0032.tif 
View: Tenth floor Presidential Suite interior, looking south 
Description: Detail view of carved wood cornice and casing at opening to entry foyer 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places 
to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response to this 
request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). 
 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including  time for 
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden 
estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, 
NW, Washington, DC. 
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Description 
 
The St. Anthony Hotel in downtown San Antonio, Texas, is a ten-story, masonry and steel-frame building consisting of 
four sections (referred to as “towers” in the 1986 NRHP nomination) built between 1909 and 1941. The present design is 
the result of a series of remodeling programs, which unified early hotel sections to produce a uniform exterior appearance. 
The detailing of the hotel's exterior reflects the Spanish Colonial heritage of San Antonio, while the handsome interior 
spaces are more classical in their appearance and detailing. The purpose of this amendment is to extend the period of 
significance to 1964, in order to reflect the significance of the 1941 “Tower 4” addition, and the continued significance of 
the building as an important hotel in the heart of San Antonio. 
 
This section further clarifies the evolution of the building from its initial construction in 1909.  
 
1909 
 Tower 1, eight stories 
 J. Flood Walker, Architect, San Antonio, & Mauran, Russell & Garden, Architects, St. Louis 
 Willard E. Simpson, Sr., Structural Engineer, San Antonio 
 Seiden-Breck Construction Co., General Contractor, San Antonio 
 
1910  
 Tower 2, eight stories 
 J. Flood Walker, Architect, San Antonio 
 
1935 
 Tower 3, ten stories 
 At this time, Towers 1 & 2 were remodeled to achieve a common façade, and additional floors were added, resulting 

in a total of ten floors in all sections 
 John M. Marriott, Architect, San Antonio 
 Atlee B. and Robert M. Ayres, Architects, San Antonio 
 Willard E. Simpson, Sr., Structural Engineer, San Antonio 
 
1941  
 Tower 4, ten floors and parking garage by architect F.S. Jones of San Antonio 
 
1946 
 Alterations and additions to Main Dining Room (current location of Georgian Room and the St. Anthony Club) by 

Atlee B. and Robert M. Ayers, Architects, San Antonio, Texas 
 
1959  
 Interior remodeling by Atlee B. and Robert M. Ayres, Architects, San Antonio and Dorothy Draper, Interior Design, 

New York City 
 
1964  
 Façade and interior remodeling by Richard Kent, Inc., Interior and Exterior Design, New York City 
 
In 1981- 1983, the building was cleaned and the interior was remodeled by Chumney, Jones and Kell, Inc., Architects, of 
San Antonio. In 1986, the St. Antony Hotel was 1986 listed in the National Register of Historic Places, under Criterion A 
at the Local Level for its historically significant contributions to the development of business and commerce in San 
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Antonio, Texas during the period between 1908 and 1935. In 2000, the Starlight Terrace and sixth floor Pool Terrace were 
remodeled, with interior renovations at Peacock Alley, Jefferson Room restrooms, Peraux Room restrooms, Pool Terrace 
restrooms. These projects, along with minor interior modifications to the guest rooms and guest corridor finishes were 
completed through the Palladium Group, hotel architects and interior designers, of Albuquerque. During 1912-14, 
Overland Partners, Inc., Architects, of San Antonio, and Seventh Generation Design, Inc., of San Antonio, Texas 
conducted a rehabilitation of the entire hotel, including the removal of unsympathetic additions to the Main Lobby, 
expansion and reconfiguration of the guest rooms, building systems modernization, and improved life safety and 
accessibility. 
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Statement of Significance  
 
The purpose of this nomination amendment is to change the period of significance of the St. Anthony Hotel, 
originally listed in the National Register in 1986, in the area of Commerce, with the period of significance ending 
at an unspecified date, but no later than the 50-year point of 1936.  This amendment serves to extend the period of 
significance to 1964  in order to take into account the significant and architecturally sympathetic additions made 
in 1941, and to justify the building’s continued significance through the current fifty-year point (1964). 
 
Significance of the 1941 Addition 
 
The St. Anthony Hotel’s 1909 wing is at the west edge of the property; subsequent additions were built to the east 
until the block was filled. The 1910 addition was one story taller and more ornate than the original building, and 
was separated by an open bay above the second floor. In 1935, Ralph W. Morrison purchased the property and 
began an ambitious expansion program, which was completed in 1941.  In 1935, the 1909 and 1910 sections were 
incorporated into one building with a common façade, with the space between them infilled. Two additional 
stories were added at this time and a third major tower was constructed to the east. Due to the extent of the 
changes made in 1935, the period of significance in the original nomination was understood to be 1935-1936.  
 
In 1941, the fourth and final ten-story tower addition was constructed, and the hotel then stretched the length of 
the block, extending from Navarro to Jefferson streets. The addition included an innovative drive-in parking 
garage in the basement through the first five floors, with guest rooms on the top five floors. The original ballroom 
in Tower 2 became the Peraux Room, and an elaborate new ballroom named the Anacacho Room was located in 
Tower 4. This final addition – as stated in the original nomination – is “sympathetic in form, style, and materials 
to the 1935 sections of the hotel,” but was not considered to be a historic component of the hotel only due to its 
age at the time the document was prepared.  
 
After Morrison's death in 1948, the St. Anthony was owned and operated by trustees of Morrison's Hotel 
Company until 1971, when financier, William Ochse purchased the Hotel. InterContinental Hotels Corp. acquired 
the St. Anthony in April, 1981. After an 11-month-long, 20-million-dollar rehabilitation program, the hotel 
reopened in May 1983. 
 
Significance of the St. Anthony Hotels through the early 1960s 
 
Despite the economic challenges presented by the Great Depression to San Antonio and the nation as a whole, the 
St. Anthony Hotel continued to serve as an important business and social hub for the city and region from the 
mid-1930s to mid-1960s.  The St. Anthony was a favorite among traveling businessmen, cattlemen, military 
personnel, politicians, celebrities and entertainers who were inevitably drawn to the largest, most important 
commercial center in the South Texas region.  As evidenced by numerous newspaper articles and announcements 
of the pre- and post-World War II eras, the St. Anthony also remained a popular venue for conventions and 
banquets for local civic, business and fraternal organizations.  Throughout its long history, the hotel has also been 
the venue of choice in the city for events such as debutante balls and high society wedding parties in San Antonio. 
 
On November 17, 1934, a young, up-and-coming political hopeful named Lyndon Baines Johnson married 
Claudia Alta “Lady Bird” Taylor at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in San Antonio, Texas, after having known each 
other for only ten weeks.  They spent their honeymoon at the St. Anthony Hotel, which is located immediately 
south across Travis Park from the church.1 The young congressional aid would eventually serve in four elected 
federal offices of the United States: Representative, Senator, Vice President and President. 

                                                 
1 Woods, Randall Bennett. LBJ: Architect of American Ambition. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 2007. 
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During World War II, the hotel hosted many traveling celebrities and entertainers touring around the country to 
keep moral high and to promote the sale of war bonds.  A considerable number of historic photographs in the 
hotel’s private archives and at the University of Texas at San Antonio’s photographic collections date from this 
period.  They capture visits by some of Hollywood’s leading performers, such as Judy Garland, Mickey Rooney, 
Fred Astaire, Betty Hutton, and Greer Garson.2 
 
Due to the presence of five significant military bases in the area, the St. Anthony Hotel also hosted numerous 
awards ceremonies for returning military heroes during World War II and in the post-war era.  In attendance at 
many of these awards ceremonies were military and political dignitaries who stayed at the hotel for the event.  
These include Eleanor Roosevelt, President Eisenhower and General Douglas McArthur.3 
 
During the post-war era, the St. Anthony Hotel continued to attract luminaries, as testified by many noteworthy 
photographs displayed throughout the hotel or featured in newspaper articles of the period.  Prince Ranier and 
Princess Grace of Monaco are shown enjoying drinks amongst throngs of partygoers in Peacock Alley.  Images of 
John Wayne, Rock Hudson, Gregory Peck, the von Trapp Family Singers, and many others testify to the enduring 
appeal of the hotel to famous visitors to San Antonio.4 
 
Despite the hotel’s impressive list of patrons over the decades, the St. Anthony Hotel’s true historic significance, 
beyond the economic stimulus its 1935 expansion brought to the local economy during the Great Depression, lay 
in its contributions to local commerce by providing an elegant venue where local business leaders discreetly 
gathered to conduct business dealings.  The bar at the St. Anthony Club was a popular place for business leaders 
to meet and casually discuss enterprising ventures with fellow entrepreneurs.  An untold number of deals have 
been struck over drinks at the hotel, establishing a local tradition that endures to this very day.  One often repeated 
anecdote illustrates the St. Anthony’s quiet facilitation of the advancement of commerce in the region, though the 
events in this tale occurred a few years after the period of significance.  Author Dan Roam relates the following 
story: 
 

Way back in 1967, Texas businessman Rollin King’s WILD GOOSE AIRLINES (a small charter 
flying operation that shuttled sportsmen around the Lone Star state) failed financially, so he hired 
ex-NY lawyer Herb Kelleher to close the books. Afterward they retired to San Antonio’s 
swankiest bar, The St. Anthony’s Club, for a commemorative drink. 
 
What they drank remains a mystery, but what is known is that at some point King picked up a 
napkin and said, "Herb, I have an idea for another airline; one that connects just the main metro 
areas of Texas…" He drew three dots on that napkin to represent Dallas, Houston, and San 
Antonio, then connected them with three lines to form a simple triangle. 
 
Presto: Southwest Airlines was born. From that humble napkin emerged the most profitable 
airline in history.5 

 
To this day, as a homage to that moment of inspiration at the bar in the St. Anthony Club, Southwest Airlines 
prints its route map on the small napkins they serve with drinks during flights. 

                                                 
2 Images found in the Photograph Collections, The University of Texas at San Antonio Libraries Special Collections from the Institute of 
Texan Cultures, and the St. Anthony Hotel Drawings, Historic Photographs and Post Cards Collections, BC Lynd Hospitality, San Antonio, 
Texas. In some cases duplicates of the same image appear in both collections. 
3 Ibid. 
4 Ibid. 
5 Roam, Dan. “Southwest Keeps Up the Napkin Spirit.” Online article at http://www.danroam.com/southwest-airli/ 
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The St. Anthony Hotel and Gunter Hotel, along with several other noteworthy historic hotels in the city, became 
the foundation upon which San Antonio’s present-day vibrant tourism and travel industry was built.  More than 
26 million tourists visit the city annually, drawn by its rich history and diverse cultural heritage.  Many of these 
travelers are drawn to the charm, stately elegance and gracious hospitality of its leading historic hotels. 
 
The current ownership, BCL St Anthony ML LP, an entity of BC LYND Hospitality led by Brandon S. Raney 
and Clyde Johnson, purchased the hotel on April 26, 2012 for $31 million and began developing plans to renovate 
and rehabilitate the historic hotel.  They assembled a design-build team consisting of Overland Partners, Inc. 
(Architects), Seventh Generation Design, Inc. (Historic Preservation Architects), Forrest Perkins (Interior 
Designers) and Zachry Construction Company (General Contractors) to design and implement a planned $24 
million renovation and rehabilitation plan.  After completion of the project, the hotel it will be re-branded as a 
Starwood Luxury Collection property.  Construction began in the summer of 2013 and is scheduled to be 
concluded in the late fall 2014, with the hotel remaining in operation throughout the entire process. 
 
 
Major Bibliographical References 
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FIGURE 1: St. Anthony Hotel, Historical Development Diagram, First Floor Level 
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FIGURE 2: St. Anthony Hotel, Historical Development Diagram, Fourth Floor Level 
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FIGURE 3: St. Anthony Hotel, First Floor Plan Drawing 
John M. Marriott, March 1935 
BC Lynd’s St. Anthony Hotel Drawings Collection, San Antonio, Texas 
(Formerly contained in DBR’s W.E. Simpson Company Drawings Archives) 
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FIGURE 4: St. Anthony Hotel, Mezzanine Floor Plan Drawing 
John M. Marriott, March 1935 
BC Lynd’s St. Anthony Hotel Drawings Collection, San Antonio, Texas 
(Formerly contained in DBR’s W.E. Simpson Company Drawings Archives) 
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FIGURE 5: St. Anthony Hotel Addition, First Floor Plan 
F.S. Jones, Architect, May 28, 1940 (Revised July 8, 1940) 
BC Lynd’s St. Anthony Hotel Drawings Collection, San Antonio, Texas 
(Formerly contained in DBR’s W.E. Simpson Company Drawings Archives) 
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FIGURE 6: St. Anthony Hotel Addition, Second Floor Plan 
F.S. Jones, Architect, May 28, 1940 (Revised July 8, 1940) 
BC Lynd’s St. Anthony Hotel Drawings Collection, San Antonio, Texas 
(Formerly contained in DBR’s W.E. Simpson Company Drawings Archives) 
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FIGURE 7: St. Anthony Hotel Addition, Third Floor Plan 
F.S. Jones, Architect, May 28, 1940 (Revised July 8, 1940) 
BC Lynd’s St. Anthony Hotel Drawings Collection, San Antonio, Texas 
(Formerly contained in DBR’s W.E. Simpson Company Drawings Archives) 
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FIGURE 8: St. Anthony Hotel Addition, Fourth Floor Plan (Fifth Floor Similar) 
F.S. Jones, Architect, May 28, 1940 (Revised July 8, 1940) 
BC Lynd’s St. Anthony Hotel Drawings Collection, San Antonio, Texas 
(Formerly contained in DBR’s W.E. Simpson Company Drawings Archives) 
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FIGURE 9: St. Anthony Hotel Addition, Floor Plan of Sixth to Ninth Floors Incl. 
F.S. Jones, Architect, May 28, 1940 (Revised July 8, 1940) 
BC Lynd’s St. Anthony Hotel Drawings Collection, San Antonio, Texas 
(Formerly contained in DBR’s W.E. Simpson Company Drawings Archives) 
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FIGURE 10: St. Anthony Hotel Addition, Tenth Floor Plan 
F.S. Jones, Architect, May 28, 1940 (Revised July 8, 1940) 
BC Lynd’s St. Anthony Hotel Drawings Collection, San Antonio, Texas 
(Formerly contained in DBR’s W.E. Simpson Company Drawings Archives) 
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FIGURE 11: St. Anthony Hotel Addition, Roof and Penthouse Floor Plan 
F.S. Jones, Architect, May 28, 1940 (Revised July 8, 1940) 
BC Lynd’s St. Anthony Hotel Drawings Collection, San Antonio, Texas 
(Formerly contained in DBR’s W.E. Simpson Company Drawings Archives) 
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FIGURE 12: St. Anthony Hotel Addition, Travis and Jefferson Streets Elevations 
F.S. Jones, Architect, September 22, 1940 
BC Lynd’s St. Anthony Hotel Drawings Collection, San Antonio, Texas 
(Formerly contained in DBR’s W.E. Simpson Company Drawings Archives) 
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FIGURE 13: St. Anthony Hotel Addition, Travis St. Elev. Tenth Floor and Plan 
F.S. Jones, Architect, September 30, 1940 
BC Lynd’s St. Anthony Hotel Drawings Collection, San Antonio, Texas 
(Formerly contained in DBR’s W.E. Simpson Company Drawings Archives) 
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FIGURE 14: St. Anthony Hotel, San Antonio, Texas, ca. 1936 
101-0153, General Photograph Collection 
University of Texas San Antonio Libraries Special Collections from the Institute of Texan Cultures 
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FIGURE 15: St. Anthony Hotel, Postcard, ca. 1941 
BC Lynd’s St. Anthony Hotel Historic Postcard Collection, San Antonio, Texas 
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FIGURE 16: St. Anthony Hotel, View of Automobile Lobby, ca. 1941 
BC Lynd’s St. Anthony Hotel Photographs Collection, San Antonio, Texas 
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FIGURE 17: St. Anthony Hotel, Anacacho Ballroom, ca. 1941 
BC Lynd’s St. Anthony Hotel Photographs Collection, San Antonio, Texas 
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FIGURE 18: People dancing at New Year’s Eve Party at the St. Anthony Hotel, January 1, 1943[?] 
L-3044-C, San Antonio Light Photograph Collection, MS 359 
University of Texas San Antonio Libraries Special Collections from the Institute of Texan Cultures 
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1. Name 
historic St. Anthony Hotel 

and/or common St. Anthony Intercont inenta l San Antonio 

2. Location 
street & numt>er N/A not for publication 

city, town San Antonio icinity of 

state 
Texas 

code 
048 county Bexar 

code 
029 

3. Classiffication 
Category 

district 
J[_1)uildlng(s) 

structure 
site 
object 

Ownership 
public 

y private 
both 

Public Acqu is i t ion 
N/A. in process 

being considered 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
yes: restricted 

X yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 

X commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
Industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner off Property 
name His to r i c Saint Anthony Corp., A t t n : Stephen H. Cathey 

street & number 1120 Avenue of the Americas 

city, town New York N/A^ icinity of state New York 10036 

5. Location off Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Bexar County Courthouse 

street & number Main Plaza 

city, town San Antonio state Texas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
(1) San Antonio His to r i c Resource Survey 

title (2) His to r i c Sites Inventory has this property been determined eligible? yes _x - no 
(1) 1977 

date (2) 1983 federal state county X local 

(1) Ci ty Preservation O f f i c e  
depository for sun̂ ey records (2^ Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town 
(1) San Antonio (2) Austin 

state Texas 



7. Description 

Condition 
X excellent 

good 
fair ' 

deteriorated 
ruins 
unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 
altered 

Checit one 
X original site 

moved date N/A 

DescrilM the present and original (if known) physical appearance 
The St. Anthony Hotel i s a 10-story masonry and steel-frame structure located on 

Travis Park i n downtown San Antonio. The present design i s the result of a series of re-
modelings which u n i f i e d two early hotel towers, producing a uniform exterior appearance. 
The detailing of the hotel's exterior the Spanish Colonial heritage of San Antonio, while 
the handsome i n t e r i o r spaces are more classical I n t h e i r appearance and d e t a i l i n g . 

The 10-story St. Anthony Hotel occupies an entire block facing the south side of 
Travis Park i n San Antonio. The primary facade i s situated on Travis Street, and i n 
cludes the two main entrances to the h o t e l . At street l e v e l , the 10-story mass of the 
building steps out towards Travis Street i n the form of a single-story u n i t forming an 
enclosed loggia across the front facade. The entrances to the hotel are positioned to 
each end of the Travis elevation. The west entrance i s somewhat more elegantly detailed, 
primarily as i t serves as a pedestrian entrance, with the east entrance designed for 
vehicular t r a f f i c . Both of these entrances are capped by segmental, stepped parapets 
derived from the 18th-century Spanish Colonial architecture of the region. The central 
section of the Travis Street elevation i s foraed by a series of eight arched openings 
shaded by a continuous molding carried by a series of Corinthian columns. The large, 
round-arch, glazed openings i n t h i s arcade configuration feature rather Baroque wrought-
iron r a i l i n g s . The other st r e e t - l e v e l bays of the entry facade have large, fixed sashes 
in c l a s s i c a l l y detailed frames, with Ionic p i l a s t e r s supporting segmentally arched pedi
ments. The two entrances are protected from the rain by canopies hung from chains 
attached to the facade w a l l . 

The main mass of the h o t e l , r i s i n g seven stories from the ground f l o o r to the pent
house levels, i s faced with tawny brick. Double-hung, one-over-one sashes are used 
throughout these intermediate f l o o r s . The planes of the facade walls are accentuated by 
a series of s l i g h t setbacks which relate to d e t a i l i n g found on the base and penthouse 
levels of the hotel. A simple comice band divides the penthouse section from the rest 
of the hotel facade, featuring decorative inset panels at the corners and beneath the 
mock porticoes of the penthouse. The uppermost two stories of the hotel are faced with 
brick, and are somewhat more elaborately detailed than what stands beneath them. A 
series of rather Baroque portico frames dominates t h i s section of the hotel exterior, 
with one each on the east and west elevations, and three on the main north elevation 
facing Travis Street. These enframements step out s l i g h t l y from the plan of the wall, 
and rise through the t i l e d hipped roof of the penthouse. Brick p i l a s t e r s flank large 
square-headed window openings, and r i s e up to form f i n i a l s i n the parapet design above 
the windows and the t i l e d roof. The three enframements facing Travis Street feature 
g r i l l e d window openings to each side of the major opening. Such windows, with their 
wrought-iron rejas, or g r i l l e s , were a popular element i n Spanish Colonial Revival 
architecture, are very appropriate given the h i s t o r i c a l background of San Antonio. Be
neath each of the large window openings of the penthouse le v e l are decorative blind 
panels of brickwork that appear as a balustrade beneath the windows, as i f the space 
had once been an open loggia. The hotel i s capped by a r e d - t i l e roof whose eaves project 
above the penthouse. The round p r o f i l e s of the t i l e s adds another Spanish Colonial 
element to the building's exterior. 
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The major i n t e r i o r spaces of the hotel are concentrated on the f i r s t and second 
floo r s . Running p a r a l l e l to Travis Street for most of the length of the hotel i s the 
elegantly detailed Peacock Alley, the p r i n c i p a l lobby space of the structure. This 
space i s articulated by a series of square piers and pilasters which support a heavily 
coffered c e i l i n g . A modillioned cornice frames each of the coffers. The f l o o r i s 
covered i n small, octagonal t i l e s l a i d out i n a reflected pattern following the c e i l 
ing divisions. At the west end of the main f l o o r i s the main lobby area, with a cur
v i l i n e a r staircase leading to the mezzanine meeting rooms. This section of the lobby 
is somewhat more r i c h l y detailed than Peacock Alley, with very ornate pier and p i l a s 
ter capitals. The largest meeting space i s the Anacacho Room, which features a mezza
nine with a wrought-iron balcony r a i l i n g . 

The present St. Anthony Hotel i s the result of a series of building programs that 
began i n 1909 with the construction of the o r i g i n a l part, an eight-story tower, located 
at the corner of Travis and Navarro streets at the west end of the present complex. 
The following year, an eight-story annex was constructed i n the center of the block. 
These two sections were unified and enlarged to 10 stories i n 1935, with the f i n a l 
section of the hotel, the east block being added i n 1939-1941. These l a t e r building 
campaigns led to the creation of the Peacock Alley lobby space serving as the most 
important i n t e r i o r connection between what had been two separate structures. I t i s 
interesting to note that the l a t e s t addition included a m u l t i l e v e l parking garage, 
part of which i s subterranean. While the hotel has undergone remodelings since 1941, 
there has been l i t t l e change i n the appearance of the building since that date. 
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ARCHITECTURAL FEATURE 

Exterior Facade on Jefferson, Travis & Navarro Streets 

DATE: 1909 

1910 

1935 

1941 

1959 

1964 

TOWER NO. 1, eight stories 
J. Flood Walker (San Antonio) & Mauran, Russell & Garden (St Louis), 
Architects 
Willard E. Simpson, Sr. (San Antonio), Structural Engineer 
Seiden-Breck Construction Co. (St. Louis), General Contractor 

TOWER NO. 2, eight stories 
J. Flood Walker (San Antonio), Architect 

COMBINING TOWERS NO. 1 & 2 with common facade and 9th & 10th floors 

John M. Marriott (San Antonio), Architect 
Willard E. Simpson, Sr. (San Antonio), Structural Engineer 

TOWER NO. 3, ten flo o r s & Parking Garage 
F. S. Jones (San Antonio), Architect 

INTERIOR REMODELING 
Atlee B. & Robt. M. Ayres (San Antonio), Architects 
Dorothy Draper (New York C i t y ) , I n t e r i o r Design 

FACADE & INTERIOR REMODELING 
Richard Kent, Inc. (New York C i t y ) , I n t e r i o r & Exterior Design 

DRAWING NOS. 
GENERAL RENOVATIONS, FINAL SCOPE (REV. 15 July 1982) 
VOLUME I I , FACADE RENOVATIONS //A-1 thru A-5, EM-1 & 2 
COLOR BOARD NO. 2 (13 July 1982) 

DESCRIPTION: 
General - In 1935 the o r i g i n a l two separated reinforced concrete towers were 

incorporated as one building with a common facade. Floors 1 & 2 were covered with 
a St. Louis Roman, dark brown brick veneer capped by a tan, cast-stone water table. 
Floors 3 thru 9 were covered with a buff brick made i n the San Antonio v i c i n i t y and 
capped by a large cast-stone cornice band. The 10th f l o o r continued above with a 
cream brick veneer and a red Spanish c l a y - t i l e mansard roofing alternated with 
brick parapets. 

The o r i g i n a l Spanish Colonial revival influence seen i n TOWER NO. 1 
was retained and the F i r s t Floor ar c h i t e c t u r a l features of built-up brick pilasters 
with cast-stone caps, bow-arch brick headers over rectangular windows and cast-stone 
s i l l s were extended. In addition, the Navarro Street facade was revised and a brick 
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colonade and covered walkway added. This feature i s the only remnant of t h i s 1935 
period at the 1st & 2nd Floor facade other than the cast-stone pediment and copper 
canopy over the West Travis Street entry. 
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8. Signifficance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

I K 1900-

Areas ef Signi f icance—Check and jus t i fy below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 

X commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

S p e c m c d e t e a [g^gj I g l j ; 1935; Builder/Architect 
1 9 0 9 & 1 9 i n - .T . F i n n d W a l l f P r , A r r V i i f P r r . 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 1935 - John M. Marriot, Architect 
Willard E. Simpson, Engineer 

1959 - I n t e r i o r Remodeling - Atlee B. & 
Robert Ayres, Architects. 

Considered a decade ahead of i t s time when i t was b u i l t i n 1909, the St. Anthony 
Hotel represents San Antonio's transformation from a border town into a modern c i t y of 
the 20th century. The St. Anthony was si g n i f i c a n t to the commercial development of 
San Antonio because i t provided the necessary hotel f a c i l i t i e s f o r San Antonio's grow
ing v i s i t o r and business population during the f i r s t two decades of the 1900s. More 
importantly, by 1935 i t had become a source of c i v i c pride and f i n a n c i a l accomplishment, 
and was heralded throughout the United States as the greatest hostelry between New 
Orleans and San Francisco. The hotel's r e h a b i l i t a t i o n i n 1982 provided another impor
tant contribution to the economic s t a b i l i t y of San Antonio as a major component of the 
r e v i t a l i z a t i o n of the downtown. I t i s also h i s t o r i c a l l y and a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y noteworthy 
because of the many innovations incorporated into i t s design and the s e n s i t i v i t y employed 
by various architects and planners during i t s four periods of construction and a l t e r a t i o n . 

The progressive business element of the c i t y awakened at the turn of the century 
and again i n the mid-1930s to the fact that San Antonio should actively pursue plans 
for future growth i n order to compete with r i v a l c i t i e s . San Antonio was recognized as 
a d i s t i n c t i v e c i t y because of i t s r i c h h i s t o r y , i t s interesting architecture, and i t s 
resort attractions. Enterprising businessmen set out to provide the c i t y with the 
necessary municipal, commercial, o f f i c e , and hotel developments to complement i t s h i s 
t o r i c and natural features. 

The St. Anthony Hotel assumed i t s present configuration between 1935 and 1941, 
after i t was purchased by Ralph Waldo Morrison, a distinguished businessman and entre
preneur who declared his love for the Alamo City and vowe^ to "give of his material aid 
to a l l matters having to do with the c i t y ' s improvement." The St. Anthony's d i s t i n c t i v e 
quality, which has been preserved throughout the years, was the direct result of Morrison's 
taste and personality. 

When Morrison bought the in s t i t u t j - o n , he found i t i n a deteriorating condition, 
struggling to remain;^oj)ftn as were maijy bueiq-esses i n San Antonio during the depression^ 
years. Owned by a Mlsis^hiJse^trs- Insfllr'arice Compehy who had foreclosed on the Mortgage, 
the Hot^^ required refurbishing and personal attention. Indeed, Mr. Morrison's deci
sion t02purche»se**t*ia proud dame of hotels, the St. Anthony, and then to spend one m i l l i o n 
dollars on the project during a devastatingly depressed period was a daring step taken 
for the economic health of the loc a l community, an indication of the confidence he 
placed i n the c i t y ' s future. Morrison's decision assured the preservation of the St. 
Anthony Hotel for future generations to enjoy. 
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Civic leaders began a campaign i n the early 1900s to make San Antonio a paragon 
c i t y of the new century. Accordingly, two prominent citizens and wealthy cattlemen, 
A. H. Jones and B. L. Naylor, financed the construction of the two i n i t i a l towers and 
hired local architect J. Flood Walker to design them. These men recognized the need 
for a luxury hotel that would cater to cattlemen and ranchers v i s i t i n g San Antonio. 
A local author reported that the St. Anthony was one of the greatest factors i n chang
ing Old San Antonio into a modern c i t y . The San Antonio Daily Express of January 3, 
1909, stated that the vast improvements i n hotel f a c i l i t i e s i n the c i t y during the 
year should not be underestimated, and that the new St. Anthony Hotel would strengthen 
the local realty market. 

In spite of the Depression, Ralph W. Morrison purchased the hotel i n 1935, The 
effects of the Great Depression came l a t e to San Antonio and South Texas and never 
reached the f i n a n c i a l depths found i n the East. Nevertheless, the period from 1930 
to 1940 was a t r y i n g and d i f f i c u l t one.^ Commercial a c t i v i t y decreased notably and 
the c i t y ' s population grew very slowly, as v e r i f i e d by the United States Census Bureau 
figures of 231,542 i n 1930 and 253,000 i n 1940. Most lo c a l merchants faced hard times 
and many smaller stores were forced to close. By the mid 1930s San Antonio had slipped 
into t h i r d place behind Dallas and Houston. I t s economy had f a i l e d to keep pace with 
those c i t i e s because i t had previously grown as a mercantile and f i n a n c i a l center 
geographically removed from other c i t i e s . San Antonio was the natural center of a 
large farming and ranching area, and i t s economy depended heavily on the related i n 
dustries such as meat-packing, stockyards, and produce terminals. The emerging m i l i 
tary establishments and the o i l and gas operations further s o l i d i f i e d San Antonio's 
regionalism. 

Morrison, born i n Missouri, developed his fortune i n public u t i l i t i e s . In 1916, 
Mr. Morrison combined a group of small public u t i l i t i e s i n Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, 
and Mississippi into the Central Power and Light Company with an o f f i c e i n San Antonio. 
The company operated d i r e c t l y or through i t s subsidiary central power stations, as well 
as gas, water, street railway and ice businesses i n about 70 c i t i e s , serving more than 
32,000 customers. In 1925, Morrison sold the business organization to the Middle East 
U t i l i t i e s Company for $20,000,000.^ He i s also credited with building the f i r s t diesel 
locomotive which ran from Laredo to Corpus C h r i s t i . 

Under Morrison's auspices the hotel flourished and achieved i t s world-wide re
putation for opulence and elegance. Morrison employed architect John M. Marriot to 
unify the two e a r l i e r towers (and a new t h i r d tower) with a common facade and lobby, 
and to add two floors to the lower, or 1909, tower.° 

The St. Anthony was a innovative i n s t i t u t i o n from i t s inception, and Morrison 
insured i t s f i r s t - c l a s s status when i t became the f i r s t completely air-conditioned 
hotel i n the world. An atmosphere of quiet elegance pervaded the Hotel which was 
distinguished for i t s readiness to humor any f a n c i f u l desire that came into the head 
of a whimsical patron. I t conveyed the impression of a well-run home rather than a 
"luxurious tavern." 
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In 1941, a fourth and f i n a l tower, which included a parking garage, was constructed, 
offering the world's f i r s t d r i v e - i n garage and r e g i s t r a t i o n f a c i l i t y . The garage 
permitted guests to drive t h e i r cars i n and take an elevator to t h e i r f l o o r without 
the necessity of going through the lobby. 

Morrison's sophisticated influence manifested i t s e l f i n the St. Anthony's i n 
t e r i o r as well. French Empire antiques decorated the lobby, o r i e n t a l rugs adorned 
the f l o o r s , and o r i g i n a l paintings by such noted a r t i s t s as Cartier, McCann, Reming
ton, and DeYoung were displayed throughout the hotel. Perhaps the best-known i s 
"Monarch of the Golden West," a painting of a mighty eagle by James Ferdinand McCann, 
an I r i s h a r t i s t who f e l l i n love with Texas and settled i n San Antonio. I t hangs i n 
the lobby. A rosewood and gold-leaf Stanwick piano, commissioned by the Russian Embassy 
in Paris i n 1924, was purchased by Morrison i n 1936 from the Russian Embassy in 
Washington, D.C, for $27,000. I t helps create the atmosphere of quiet elegance 
sought by Morrison, and i s located i n the lobby. 

After Morrison's death i n 1948, the St. Anthony was operated by his trustees. 
In the 1960s the hotel was renovated once again, and the private St. Anthony Club was 
incorporated into the existing building. In 1971, financier William Osche purchased 
and redecorated the building. 

Intercontinental Hotels Corp. acquired the St. Anthony i n A p r i l of 1981. After 
being closed for 11 months, i t o f f i c i a l l y reopened in May 1983, af t e r a 20 m i l l i o n -
dollar restoration program which highlighted the 1935-41 h i s t o r i c period, the era dur
ing which the most s i g n i f i c a n t i n t e r i o r and exterior modifications occurred. 

The i n t e g r i t y of the St. Anthony Hotel has been greatly enhanced by the l a t e s t 
restoration program. The St. Anthony i s able once again to continue the fine t r a d i t i o n 
i t established over i t s 74-year span. I t s history and that of San Antonio are closely 
intertwined. The hotel has continued to grow with the c i t y , expanding in 1910, 1935, 
and 1941, with continued modernization i n f a c i l i t i e s . The restoration i s j u s t as im
portant to the c i t y today as i t s construction was before World War I , when i t joined 
the Gunter and Crockett hotels and o f f i c e towers such as the Gibbs, Rand, and Gunter 
buildings to change the skyline of San Antonio. The hotel i s a major component of the 
redevelopment of downtown San Antonio, and i s a designated City of San Antonio Historic 
Landmark. 

Christened i n honor of the c i t y ' s namesake, San Antonio de Padua, the St. Anthony 
was hailed by one write r as ", . . The Waldorf of the P r a i r i e . " ^ I t attracted such 
distinguished v i s i t o r s from a l l over the world as Douglas MacArthur, W i l l Rogers, 
Eleanor Roosevelt, Dwight D. Eisenhower, and John Nance Garner, to mention a few. 

Architects 

The St. Anthony Hotel seems to have been the most notable project for architects 
J, Flood Walker, John M. Marriot, and F. S. Jones, perhaps because very l i t t l e i s 
known of their work. A l l three designed substantial residences i n the developing 
neighborhoods surrounding Downtown San Antonio. 
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Atlee and Robert Ayers, architects of the i n t e r i o r remodeling of 1959 are very 
well known throughout the State of Texas. The father-and-son team i s remembered for 
such important structures i n San Antonio as the Municipal Auditorium, Tower L i f e 
Building, Taj Mahal at Randolph Air Force Base, and an addition to the Menger Hotel. 
Their works generally incorporated Spanish Colonial elements; residences throughout 
the early 20th-century neighborhood called Monte Vista are testimonials to the ex
cellent interpretation of the Spanish Colonial Revival i n San Antonio. 

8 

E l l i s A. Davis and Edwin H. Grobe, 1930, p. 357. 

"Green Peyton, 1946, p. 65. 

^I b i d . , p. 65. 

*Sam Woolford, 1963, p. 168. 

' E l l i s A. Davis and Edwin H. Grobe, p. 357. 

'See St. Anthony Hotel Major Structural Systems, Exhibits A and B, herein. 

'Edward W. Heusinger, 1951, p. 70. 

Peyton, p. 57. 
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Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

# 4 

Verbal tx)undary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• IVIaps 
• Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed 

Signed-

to. 2:^ 

Date Phone: 
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Reviewer's Corrments: 

The b u i l d i n g ' s period of s i g n i f i c a n c e dates from 1933-on when i t 
achieved i t s current c o n f i g u r a t i o n . In t h i s case, as noted i n 
the r e t u r n sheet of 11/16/83, the exceptional s i g n i f i c a n c e of the 
property must be s p e c i f i c a l l y discussed i n Item //8. 

7. D e s c r i p t i o n . The revised d e s c r i p t i o n statement is an 
exce l l e n t p r e s e n t a t i i o n which sets f o r t h the h i s t o r y and 
development of the property. 

8 . S i gn i f i cance. 
J u s t i f i c a t i o n of Areas Checked: Although much of the 

discussion i n t h i s section concerns the a r c h i t e c t u r a l development 
of the b u i l d i n g from 1933-on, the category " a r c h i t e c t u r e " and/or 
"engineering" is not checked. Given the innovative technological 
advancements of t h i s property ( f i r s t a i r conditioned h o t e l , f i r s t 
d r i v e - i n garage and r e g i s t r a t i o n f a c i l i t y ) and the a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
design of the i n t e r i o r work, should e i t h e r of these areas be 
checked? 

I f e i t h e r case i s to be made, i t must be documented for 
exceptional s i g n i f i c a n c e w i t h i n the context of San Antonio's 
hotel h i s t o r y and deve 1 ojxnent. For example, were these 
technological developments i l l u s t r a t i v e of paramount events i n 
the a r c h i t e c t u r a l h i s t o r y of the c i t y ? How do they r e f l e c t a 
conscious e f f o r t f o r new t h i n k i n g in design when compared to 
other hotels of t h i s time period? What r e l a t i o n s h i p do they have 
to other b u i l d i n g s of the period of a s i m i l a r type i n the c i t y ? 

J u s t i f i c a t i o n of Exception: Using the Area of Si g n i f i c a n c e 
as Corrmerce, the nomination must e x p l i c i t l y s t a t e the exceptional 
value of the hotel to the h i s t o r i c a l development of the c i t y . 
For example, what r o l e d i d the hotel play during the Depression 
years i n the c i t y ? Was i t the only luxury hotel i n the c i t y 
during t h i s time, and as part of t h a t , was i t the home of various 
s i g n i f i c a n t events such 
s i g n i f i c a n t r o l e i n the 
t h i s time? Does the hotel share fundamental associations w i t h 
the h i s t o r i c a l development of San Antonio during the Depression 
and the e a r l y World War I I years? Were the f u l l f a c i l i t i e s and 
entertainment amenities constructed to s a t i s f y a s p e c i f i c local 
or t r a v e l i n g c l i e n t e l e that made a major c o n t r i b u t i o n to the 
conmercial and a r c h i t e c t u r a l development of the c i t y ? Since the 
form indicates that the Depression years were not as c a t a s t r o p i c 
for the C i t y as other places across the country, were there other 
hotels In the c i t y that were of a s i m i l a r character? Was 
Morrison an exceptional f i g u r e w i t h i n the Depression h i s t o r y of 
San Antonio? 

as c h a r i t y f u n c t i o n s , e t c . , that had an 
maintenance of the c i t y ' s economy during 
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TO: Edson Beall 
National Park Service 
National Register of Historic Places 
1201 Eye Street, NW (2280) 
Washington , DC 20005 

FROM: Gregory Smith 
National Register Coordinator 
Texas Historical Commission 
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Original National Register of Historic Places form on disk. 
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