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1. Name of Property 
Ashf ie l d P la in H is tor ic D i s t r i c t (preferred) historic name 

other names/site number A s h f l e l d V i l l a g e H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

2. Location „ _ _ _ _ 
street & number Generally Main and South S t ree ts . 

H i l l Roads 
Buckland. and Norton IN/lAiot for publication 

|N/|;Vlclnity city, town Ashf le ld 
Frankl1n code 011 zip code 01330 state Massachusetts code 025 county 

3. CiiMlflcatlon 
Ownership of Property 
• private 
Pn public-local 
• public-State 
\E} public-Federal 

Category of Property 
• buildlng(s) 
i n district 
• site 
I I structure 
• object 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

110 
T 

38 
T 

T 
8 0 

125 44 

. buildings 

. sites 

. structures 

. objects 
Total 

Name of ''̂ '̂ "̂ ^ multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register _ 0 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
• nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In Qiy opinion, the property .^meets Odoes not meet the National Register criteria, See continuation sheet. 

sî nakro of certifying official Executive Di rector , s ta te H is tor ic Preservation Date 
O f f i ce r , Massachusetts H is tor ica l Commission 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

reentered in the National Register. 
I I See continuation sheet, 

I I determined eligible for the National 
Register. • See continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register, 
n other, (explain:) 

v.̂ '<̂ ^OSlgnature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic/$1nc|1e dwelling; Secondary structure; 
hotel; multiple dwelling 
Commerce/Department Store; specialty 
store; restaurant 
Government/City Hall; f i r e station; 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic/Single dwelling; secondary  
structure; Hotel; multiple dwelling  
Commerce/Department store; business; 
professional; restaurant 
Social/Meeting Hall 

7. Description post office 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

No Style foundation S t O n e 

Colonial/Federal walls Wood; stone; b r i ck ; synthetic 
Early Republic/Federal 
Mid-19th Century/Greek Revival ; Gothic roof 
Revival other marble 
Late V i c t o r i an / I t a l i ana te ; Queen Anne; 
Stick-Eastlake 

Descrit>e present and historic physical appearance. 

The Ashfleld Plain Historic D is t r ic t includes approximately 125 contributing 
buildings, structures and objects that together comprise the historic 
ins t i tu t iona l , commercial and residential core of Ashfield, Massachusetts. 
The 40-square-mile town is located in the footh i l ls of the Berkshire 
Mountains, in the southwestern corner of Franklin County. Ashfield's most 
rugged h i l l s occur in north-central and northeastern Ashfield, northeast of 
the d i s t r i c t . The vi l lage i t se l f is located near the town's geographic 
center. As i t s name implies, the d i s t r i c t is in an area of f l a t terra in, at 
an elevation of approximately 1,250 feet. 

The 133-acre d i s t r i c t is bounded on the north and south by steeply r ising 
h i l l s . On the west, i t is bounded by the man-made Ashfield Dam and 35-acre 
Ashfield (Great) Pond, from which the South River--actually l i t t l e more than a 
brook—runs between Main Street and Bronson Avenue. To the east of the 
d i s t r i c t the terrain drops o f f sharply and farmland eventually gives way to 
the vi l lage of South Ashfield. 

The d i s t r i c t is essentially l inear, along Main Street/Hawley Road (also Route 
116). Buckland Road intersects Main Street near the d i s t r i c t ' s eastern edge; 
a secondary road, Buckland Road, curves around Ashfield Pond to l ink Main 
Street with Route 112 to the west. Other minor roads in the d i s t r i c t include 
Norton Hi l l Road and Bronson Avenue--the la t ter includes an area below the 
Ashfield Pond Dam which sustained considerable damage after the previous dam 
burst in 1878, and many of i t s residences were constructed after that date. 

Properties along Main Street are of fa i r l y uniform setback (about 10 feet) at 
the fronts of long, deep lo ts . For the most part, d i s t r i c t boundaries follow 

(conti nued) 

rXI See continuation sheet 
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6 Historic 
Social/Meeting Hall 
Educati on/School; 1i brary 
Religion/Religious structure; church-
related residence 
Funerary/Cemetery 
Recreation/Monument-marker; work of art 
Agriculture/Agricultural outbuiIding 
Industry/Manufacturing f a c i l i t y ; 
waterworks; communications fa c i l i t y 
Landscape/Street furniture-object 

6 Current 
Government/City Hall; fire station; post office 
Education/School; library 
Religion/Religious structure; church-related 
residence 
Funerary/Cemetery 
Recreation/Monument-marker; work of art 
Landscape/Street furniture-object 

Late 19th Century Revival/Colonial Revival; classical revival 
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property l i n e s . An exception is the Bel ding Memorial Park and the general 
area around Ashf ie ld Pond i n the d i s t r i c t ' s western end. The area nor th, 
south and west of the lake contains numerous vacation (now year-round) 
cottages associated with Ashf ie ld 's mid-20th century summer resort 
development--an area in a l l l i ke l i hood a National Reg is ter -e l ig ib le d i s t r i c t . 
Thus much of the park, other than that section immediately adjoining the 
present d i s t r i c t , has been excluded from th i s nomination, to be included in a 
summer cottage h i s to r i c d i s t r i c t a t a future t ime. A small park between the 
Town Hall and Main St reet 's in tersect ion with South Street const i tutes the 
d i s t r i c t ' s other s i gn i f i can t area of open space; though pr iva te ly owned, t h i s 
land i s often used for community a c t i v i t i e s . 

Many of the d i s t r i c t core's residences were once associated with modest 
agr icu l tu ra l pursu i ts . A number of horse and carr iage barns survive attached 
to or adjacent to Main Street houses. On Bapt is t Corner Road, South Street 
and the eastern reaches of Main Street , evidence of more extensive 
agr icu l tu ra l enterprises survives: numerous period barns and sheds, and 
somewhat larger landholdings (included i n the d i s t r i c t ) r e f l e c t ea r l i e r usage 
as income-producing agr icu l tu ra l land. Some re foresta t ion has occurred, but 
general ly, evidence of pasture and f i e l ds remains. 

Photographs taken by the Howes brothers, Ashf ie ld natives act ive as commercial 
photographers between 1886 and 1905, show Main Street l i ned with majestic elm 
t rees. Many f e l l v ic t im to disease in recent decades, but plans are in place 
to replant with a mix of hardy species, including maples, honey locust and 
1indens. 

Buildings in the d i s t r i c t are generally one to two s tor ies in height and are 
in good cond i t ion ; most are of wood-frame const ruc t ion, with clapboard or 
shingle sheathing. Remarkably few bui ldings have received synthetic s id ing , 
and many or ig ina l arch i tec tura l de ta i l s surv ive. I t should be noted that a 
number of 18th and early 19th century Ashf ie ld residences were given Queen 
Anne and Colonial Revival -sty le embellishments as new summer owners arr ived 
from the c i t i e s la te in the 19th century. 

Most bui ld ings date to the l a te Federal-early Indust r ia l Periods. The Federal 
and Greek Revival sty les are the predominant arch i tec tura l s t y les , but the 
d i s t r i c t also includes examples of most popular sty les of the mid- late 19th 
and early 20th centur ies. Many bui ldings are vernacular in terpre ta t ions of 
high s t y l es , while one bu i ld ing (Ashf ield Town Hal l ) i s a nea r - l i t e ra l 
i n te rp re ta t ion of an Asher Benjamin design. In a number of instances, 
bui ldings can be a t t r ibu ted to local bu i lders . 

(continued) 
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Ashf ie ld 's peak period of construct ion came i n the decades j u s t before and 
a f te r the C iv i l War. A number of bui ldings were moved at various times in the 
19th and early 20th centuries--some were reposit ioned from one locat ion to 
another w i th in the d i s t r i c t , others came from elsewhere in Ashf ie ld or from 
adjacent towns. While the local h i s to r i ca l commission has been able to 
i den t i f y the or ig ina l s i tes of many of these relocated bu i ld ings, the present 
nomination does not provide s u f f i c i e n t context to gauge the i r cont r ibut ion to 
the d i s t r i c t and a l l are therefore considered noncontr ibut ing, pending fur ther 
study. 

Modern intrusions to the d i s t r i c t are few, consist ing pr imar i ly of recent 
garages and sheds. Three new bu i ld ings, a l l c lustered near the d i s t r i c t ' s 
western edge, are a ca. 1950 convenience store and gas s t a t i on , the New 
England Telephone Company (1980s), and the U.S. Post Off ice (1984). Set back 
from Main Street , t he i r impact on the d i s t r i c t i s minimal. 

A descr ipt ion of key and representative bui ldings i n the d i s t r i c t fo l lows. 
Contributing bui ldings and structures range in date of construct ion from ca. 
1766 to 1939. 

Residential Buildings 

The Sanderson House (1798, MHC #8) i s a we l l -de ta i led Federal-period house 
whose doorway with p i las ters and t r iangu lar pediment beneath a Pal ladian-sty le 
window is the town's most elaborate. When wealthy i n d u s t r i a l i s t Milo Bel ding 
bought the house in 1903, he added the columned f ron t and side porches and 
replaced la te 19th century 2/2 windows with Colonial Revival-sty le 12/1 sash. 
In that same year, the house was moved about 100 feet east of i t s or ig ina l 
s i t e , probably because i t s o r ig ina l locat ion was too wet. 

The Knowl to(i-Bacon House (ca. 1800, MHC #5) i s a two-story Federal-style 
residence with center-hal l plan and substantial two-story e l l . The bu i ld ing 
retains i t s f ine Palladian window i n the center bay over the main entrance, as 
well as a pedimented, f a n l i t gable. The main block has two chimneys s i ted 
j u s t in f ron t of the r idge. Some of the bu i ld ing ' s decorative elements resu l t 
from a .1920s Vemodel 1 ing—these include the entryway's s ide l igh ts and Colonial 
Revival-sty le porches (the l a t t e r were fur ther reworked in recent years) . 

The White Homestead (1794, 1820, MHC #31) i s a large house whose main block i s 
augmented by an el 1 , attached sheds and barn. The s t ruc ture 's main facade i s 
ornamented with a Pal lad ian-sty le window above the central entrance. The 
s i d e l i t entry s i t s beneath a pro ject ing l i n t e l . 

(continued) 
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Other Federal-period residences i n the d i s t r i c t are considerably more modest. 
These include: the Norton House (1793, MHC #11), whose most notable feature 
is i t s entry surround with f u l l - l e n g t h incised p i las ters and a broad 
entablature framing ha l f - length s ide l i gh ts ; the la rge , simple Selah Norton 
House (1793, MHC #28), whose entry was relocated to the gable end with the 
addi t ion of a porch in the 1920s; the considerably a l tered Percy House (1793, 
MHC #26), whose present appearance owes more to i t s remodelling fo l lowing a 
ca. 1850 move than to i t s or ig ina l const ruct ion; and the Nye-Edwards House 
(pre-1820, MHC #25), an essent ia l l y unaltered residence whose entry i s l i t 
both by s ide l igh ts and a t r i p a r t i t e ove r l i gh t . Most houses of the period in 
the d i s t r i c t have a f i ve-bay, 2 1/2-story gable-roofed main block with center 
entry and simple window enframements, and one or more e l l s . Several have 
attached barns. The Nye-Edwards House's rear e l l was detached in 1932 and 
moved to the adjacent l o t , where i t remains today as a smal l , s ingle- fami ly 
house with rear addi t ion (pre-1820, MHC #20). 

The Greek Revival s ty le i s amply represented in the d i s t r i c t . Many residences 
are of the conservative f i ve-bay, center -ha l l -p lan type, but with Greek 
Revival-sty le ornament. Among these is the Gui l ford House (ca. 1846-1850, MHC 
#14), a bu i ld ing of four asymmetrical bays' w id th , trimmed with panelled 
p i l as te r s . The gable end i s l i t on the north by a m u l t i - l i g h t 
tr iangular-shaped window. The f u l l - w i d t h porch with sawn brackets was a la te 
19th century add i t i on ; the entryway with panelled entablature and 3/4-length 
s ide l ights appears to be o r i g i n a l . 

Other large residences with Greek Revival s t y l i ng include the Wing-Cranston 
House (ca. 1845, MHC #2) , a t r ad i t i ona l f i ve-bay, 2 1/2-story house with 
center entry plan, but oriented with i t s gable end to the s t ree t . An e l l and 
attached barn extend behind, to the south. Panelled corner p i las ters support 
a broad entablature. A small oculus i s centered w i th in the enclosed pediment 
on the end gable. 

The Whitehead House (ca. 1845-1850, MHC #7) and the Crafts House (ca. 1854, 
MHC #4) are s imi la r in size and scale to the Wing-Cranston House described 
above, but with side-entry plans. Both are 2 1/2-story houses with e l l s . 
Heavy, enclosfed pediments and panelled p i las ters ornament the bu i ld ings. Both 
have turn-of- the-century porches. 

(continued) 
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More modest three-bay, 1 1/2-story Greek Revival cottages include the Elmer 
Magee House (ca. 1858, MHC #22). Panelled p i las ters supporting shallow 
cornice returns t r im the bu i l d ing . I t s side entrance i s enframed by a f l a t 
l i n t e l rest ing on incised p i l as te r s . The polygonal f ron t bay was added l a te r 
in the 19th century, while the sunporch and shed-roofed dormers are ca. 1930 
addi t ions. Other simple 1 1/2-story cottages include the Sanderson-Duke House 
(ca. 1825, MHC #39) and the Coleman-Phillips House (ca. 1845-1850, MHC #40). 
The former retains the centered entry on the long s ide, though i t s or ienta t ion 
with gable end to the s t reet looks to the newer Greek Revival s t y l e . Some 
twenty years l a t e r , with the construct ion of the l a t t e r bu i l d ing , the entry 
has been moved to the end gable. Both structures have l a te r 19th century 
porches. 

The Congregational Parsonage (MHC #18) was erected i n the 1870s. The f i ve 
bay, 1 1/2-story bu i ld ing i s dominated by double facade gables. A polygonal 
bay projects from the bu i ld ing ' s western, side facade. The f ron t porch was 
a l tered in the 1930s, and the side screened porch also appears to be of that 
per iod, exh ib i t ing Colonial Revival-sty le charac te r i s t i cs . 

Construction slowed wi th in the d i s t r i c t i n the l a t t e r decades of the 19th 
century. However, several Queen Anne, Colonial Revival and Stick Style 
residences were erected, e i ther with sidehal l or center entrance plans and 
often displaying elaborate decorative de ta i l s and complex massing. 
"Mizzentop," known o r i g i n a l l y as "Cross Cottage" (1883-1885, MHC #24), i s one 
example. Prominently s i ted on a knol l overlooking South Street , the house 
features a l a t e r Palladian window juxtaposed over an entry recessed behind a 
wooden arch. The arch i tects were Fu l le r and Wheeler of Albany. The 
"Georgianna Inn , " l a t e r known as "The Adelphi" (1889, MHC #65), i s a 2 
1/2-story structure with mul t ip le gables and a complex roo f l i ne . A Stick 
Style porch with polygonal corners spans the bu i ld ing ' s f u l l width. Even more 
elaborate is the s t y l i sh Chet Bronson House (MHC #41) of ca. 1890, a 
remarkably i n t ac t Queen Anne-style house with exuberant ornament l i b e r a l l y 
applied across a mult iplanar facade. Exter ior t r im includes a var iety of 
patterned shingles and st ickwork. 

The d i s t r i c t includes several Georgian Revival -s ty le houses, a l l imposing 
addit ions to the d i s t r i c t . Among them is the Libby Smith House (1906, MHC 
#49), designed by the New Jersey f i rm of Col l ins and Weir. TRe bui ld ing has a 
center entry plan and is 2 1/2-stor ies in height , enclosed by a high hipped 
roof . Simple p i las ters enframe the bu i l d ing . A f u l l - w i d t h porch with 

(conti nued) 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Ashfield Plain His tor ic D i s t r i c t 
Section number Page _ 5 _ Ashf ie ld , Massachusetts 

pediment was added in the 1940s. Green Meadows (1916-1917, MHC #63), 
presently the Ashf le ld Inn, i s an impressive, wel1-detai led mansion, b u i l t by 
i n d u s t r i a l i s t Milo Belding. A pedimented f ront isp iece with Pal ladian-sty le 
window i s centered on the main block. The bu i ld ing is trimmed with a 
modi 1 Honed cornice. A port ion of the s t y l i sh columned porches and verandah 
has been removed. 

I ns t i t u t i ona l Buildings 

By far the most imposing bui ld ing in the Center i s the Ashf ield Town Hall (MHC 
#1) , erected between 1812 and 1814 as the second meetinghouse and moved from 
i t s o r ig ina l s i te on Norton H i l l Road (south of the nominated d i s t r i c t ) to i t s 
present locat ion on Main Street i n 1856. The bu i ld ing i s a well-developed 
example of the Federal meetinghouse form, with a shallow, two-story porch with 
t r i p l e entrances f ron t ing the standard 2 1/2-story auditor ium. The central 
tower i s recessed in to the broken pediment of the main block. The steeple, 
restored in 1986, i s of outstanding qua l i t y , with a square base supporting 
open and closed octagonal stages with balustrades, and surmounted by a 
bel lcast dome. Decorative de ta i l i ng on the steeple includes urns, swags and 
rope molding. The bui ld ing bears a close resemblance to Plate 27 of Asher 
Benjamin's Country Bu i lder 's Assis tant , published in 1797. 

Incorporated in to a sprawling duplex on Main Street is the or ig ina l bu i ld ing 
of Sanderson Academy. Local h istory has i t that the Old Sanderson Academy 
(MHC #42), as i t became known, was b u i l t before 1816 as a smal l , s ingle-story 
commercial bu i l d ing . By 1821, at the time the school was incorporated as an 
academy, the bui ld ing had become a 2 1/2-story s t ruc tu re , four bays wide, with 
project ing double-facade gabled bays. I t was moved to i t s present s i te by 
1889, at which time a new academy bui ld ing was constructed up the h i l l . 
Flanking bays with porches were added before 1900, and the Academy's cupola 
was removed ca. 1910. 

St. Jolly's Episcopal Church (1827, MHC #13), the d i s t r i c t ' s second house of 
worship, i s a wood-frame s t ruc tu re , 1 1/2 s tor ies in height and capped by a 
gable roof . The square b e l f r y , recessed s l i g h t l y in to the main block, i s 
surmounted byva pinnacled balustrade. The church features the Gothic 
pointed-arch wfndows that t y p i f i e d ear ly Episcopal churches. I t i s the work 
of master bui lder Jonathan L i l l y of Ashf ie ld . The i n t e r i o r plan includes an 
open auditorium with small ga l le ry . A T i f f any -s ty le window was added in 1921. 

(conti nued) 
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The Grange Hall (MHC #19) was o r i g i n a l l y constructed i n Buckland as the 
Bapt ist church, perhaps as early as 1828. I t i s a wel l-proport ioned Greek 
Revival-sty le bu i l d i ng , three bays wide with t r i p a r t i t e windows beneath a f u l l 
entablature and deep enclosed pediment. The bu i ld ing was moved by the 
Baptists to Ashf ie ld in 1869. In 1914 i t was purchased by the Ashf ie ld 
Grange. A tower and steeple were removed in the 1930s. In 1947, the Grange 
raised i t three feet to provide a f u l l - h e i g h t basement; at the same t ime, they 
added an entrance porch. 

The Congregational Church (1856, MHC #30) i s a wel1-detai led 2 1/2-story Greek 
Revival structure with Doric por t ico in ant is and three-stage steeple with an 
octagonal be l f r y . When i t was f i r s t constructed, the church's steeple was 
twice as t a l l as i t i s at present, with an onion dome and weathervane; the 
upper portions were toppled in a storm shor t ly a f t e r the bui ld ing was 
completed. A northern extension was added i n 1930. 

The former PIain School (1881, MHC #27), now a residence, i s a t rad i t i ona l 
d i s t r i c t school bu i ld ing of the per iod. I t i s 1 1/2 stor ies in height , three 
bays wide beneath a gable f r o n t . The center entrance, between 3/4-length 
s ide l i gh ts , i s set wi th in a s l i g h t l y angled recess on the main facade. A pair 
of narrow 4/4 sash windows w i th in round-arched openings l i g h t s the gable. 

Belding Memorial Library (1914, MHC #3) is a Neoclassical bu i ld ing designed by 
Samuel M. Green of Spr ing f ie ld . I t i s a de l i ca te ly proport ioned, small-scale 
bui ld ing with an imposing pro ject ing f ront isp iece whose engaged Ionic columns 
support an enclosed pediment with ac ro te r ia . The bu i ld ing i s constructed of 
gray St. Lawrence marble brought from Shelburne, and i s the only stone 
structure in the d i s t r i c t . 

The present Sanderson Academy (1939, MHC #57) replaces an ea r l i e r bui ld ing on 
th i s s i t e , constructed in 1889, which housed the academy un t i l i t was 
destroyed by f i r e in 1939. As o r i g i n a l l y constructed, the Sanderson Academy 
was a hip-roofed structure with a f ive-bay facade and three-bay f ront isp iece 
with pediment, quoins, and a recessed porch. The present Sanderson Academy 
bu i ld ing , erected shor t ly a f te r the f i r e , exh ib i ts u t i l i t a r i a n Colonial 
Revival, eleme^nts. I t has an L-shaped plan and i s two stor ies in height 
beneath a broacl hipped roof , surmounted by a cupola. 

(continued) 
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Commercial and Indust r ia l Buildings 

The ea r l i es t surviv ing st ructure in the d i s t r i c t i s Seth Wait 's Tavern (ca. 
1766, MHC #23). I t was the work-of local bui lder Jonathan L i l l y . (TrTginally, 
the bui ld ing was 1 1/2 s tor ies in height, with a gable roof . I t s present 
gambrel roof raised the bu i ld ing to 2 1/2 s to r i es , with dormers l i g h t i n g the 
second s tory ; the gambrel i s believed to date from an 1884 remodell ing. The 
gable-roofed entry porch also dates to the la te 19th century. 

The Fie ld Tavern-Ranney Block (1792, MHC #17) has been in mixed commercial and 
res ident ia l use since i t was f i r s t constructed l a te i n the 18th century, 
having housed a tavern, meeting rooms, a s tore , photographic studio and 
apartments. The massive s t ruc tu re , presently eleven bays wide ( inc luding 
three entrances) and four bays deep on the main block, with e l l , has seen some 
a l t e r a t i o n , inc luding the rebui ld ing of the rear e l l a f te r a 1967 f i r e . 
Dormers and a second-story porch were added ear ly in the 20th century. 

Several commercial structures i n the d i s t r i c t , a l l erected before 1850, 
display Greek Revival s t y l i n g . The Ashf ie ld House (1830, with l a te r 
addi t ions, MHC #33) was o r i g i n a l l y erected as the Cross Hotel , a popular stage 
stop. Early photos show a ten-bay-long s t ruc tu re , 2 1/2 s tor ies in height , 
although i t i s possible that o r i g i n a l l y the bu i ld ing was only f i ve bays wide 
with central Palladian window, not unl ike Federal-period residences in the 
d i s t r i c t . In 1889, the upper hal f story was raised to a f u l l t h i r d story with 
a t t i c ; by ca. 1900, the western eleven bays had been added, probably in two 
phases. These extended the bu i ld ing to i t s present 130-foot length, making i t 
the longest bui ld ing in the v i l l a g e . The f u l l - w i d t h porch is a modern repl ica 
of the l a te 19th century porch, whi le a smaller second-story porch was in 
place by ca. 1889. Window openings are ec l ec t i c , r e f l ec t i ng the bu i ld ing 's 
succession of construct ion dates; they include single sash windows, a single 
round-headed window, several paired windows and a rectangular bay. One la rge, 
shed-roofed dormer features Stick Style t r i m , whi le s ix gabled dormers are 
unornamented. A l l window openings now contain modern replacement sash. 

The former Be^nent Store on Main Street , o r i g i n a l l y a cabinet shop, was erected 
ca. 1830 (MHC jj^29). I t has housed the Ashf ie ld H is tor ica l Society since 
1964. The three-bay, 2 1/2-story gable- f ront bu i ld ing with center entry was 
moved to i t s present s i te in 1850; the store windows were enlarged in 1879 and 
a side porch was added ca. 1900 to serve upstairs apartments. The bui ld ing 
remains a wel l-preserved, small-scale example of a rural commercial bui ld ing 
of the mid-19th century. 

(continued) 
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Cra f t ' s Store (also known as Elmer's Store, ca. 1835, MHC #6) saw a l t e ra t i on 
at the turn of the century ( including ra is ing i t from 1 1/2 to 2 1/2 s to r i es , 
and adding a two-story porch with turned posts and brackets) . The bu i ld ing 
has changed l i t t l e since ca. 1905. I t i s among the ea r l i e s t commercial 
bui ldings surv iv ing in Ash f ie ld ; despite i t s a l t e ra t i ons , i t continues to 
re ta in the standard center-entry plan common to commercial bui ldings of the 
mid-19th century. 

A single ear ly indus t r ia l bui ld ing survives in the d i s t r i c t , a lbe i t vast ly 
enlarged: the Nye Shop (ca. 1850, a l tered ca. 1890, 1930, MHC #77) was 
o r i g i n a l l y a small br ick blacksmith shop. By the la te 19th century, the 
bui ld ing had been given a wood-frame second story and had been fronted by a 
porch. The porch was enclosed by the 1930s. Sawn brackets support the deep 
overhang of the present gable roof . 

Henry's Store (1858, MHC #35) is another commercial bui ld ing of the m1d-19th 
century that saw expansion during the l a te r decades of the 19th century. 
Always a mix of commercial and res ident ia l space, the store exh ib i ts the same 
center entrance plan found i n other commercial bui ld ings of the per iod. The 
bui ld ing i s presently a 2 1/2-story bui ld ing with cl ipped gable roof . I t s 
facade i s spanned by a f u l l - w i d t h two-story porch supported by turned posts 
and trimmed with brackets. 

The Sandy Garage (MHC #48), in business on Main Street by 1928, is a composite 
of several ea r l i e r bu i ld ings. The rear port ion includes the e l l of the 1793 
Selah Norton House (MHC #28), which was moved to the s i t e in 1927. I t may 
also include a part of an ear ly 19th century saddler 's shop, though th i s i s 
presently undocumented. The bui ld ing was enlarged ca. 1930 wi th the large 
main block with stepped fa lse f r o n t , the only such bu i ld ing i n the d i s t r i c t . 
I t has recent ly been rehab i l i t a t ed , fo l lowing the Secretary of the I n t e r i o r ' s 
Standards for Rehab i l i ta t ion . 

Other Contr ibut ing Resources 

The Plain Cemetery (MHC #801), established on Bapt ist Corner Road in 1767, 
contains apprbjximately 750 gravestones, as well as a number of unmarked 
graves. The cemetery's present size i s close to nine acres. A crypt i s 
located near the entrance and i s used occasionally during severe winter 
months. Although there is no enc i rc l ing fence, a stone wall edges the oldest 
part of the cemetery. The grounds are p a r t i a l l y shaded, driveways define the 
areas, and upr ight stone posts accent the main entrance. 

(continued) 
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Facing out from the cemetery toward the entrance gates i s the town's C iv i l War 
Monument (MHC #962), given by Samuel Williams in 1917. The 10-foot- taTI 
monument consists of a marble statue of a so ld ier at parade rest holding a 
f u l l - s i z e d r i f l e . I t stands on a two-t iered stone base, on which are 
inscribed the names of twelve Ashf ield men who died during the C iv i l War. 

The Curt is Watering Trough (MHC #960) stands at the in tersect ion of Main and 
South Streets. The stone trough was donated to the town in memory of George 
Will iam Curt is (d. 1892), ed i to r of Harpers Weekly, summer resident of 
Ashf ie ld , and benefactor of Ashf ie ld"s Academy Dinners. The monument stands 
four feet high and measures f i ve feet by three fee t . I t was put in place in 
1907. 

The M. M. Belding J r . Memorial Park (MHC #9) , donated to the town by 
i n d u s t r i a l i s t Milo Belding, i s a 13-acre green space edging the eastern and 
southern shores of Ashf ie ld Pond. Or ig ina l ly the s i te of a tannery, g r i s t 
m i l l and other indus t r ia l a c t i v i t i e s , the area had l o s t a l l o f these 
enterprises by the la te 1870s, a f te r a devastating f lood . Today the park 
includes a community tennis court and a bathhouse, both of recent 
construct ion, picnic areas and a beach. There are some shade t rees, but most 
of the park i s open land. Only a port ion of the park i s included i n the 
present nomination (see above). Also w i th in the park i s the Lake Dam (MHC 
#979), constructed of granite block in 1879 on the s i t e o f the former dam that 
had burst in 1878. 

Archaeological Descript ion 

While no preh is tor ic s i tes are current ly recorded in the d i s t r i c t or i n the 
general area (wi th in one m i l e ) , i t i s possible that s i tes are present. The 
physical charac ter is t ics of the d i s t r i c t , well drained so i l s on an outwash 
plain p a r t i a l l y bordered by Ashf ie ld Pond and the South River, a t r i bu ta ry of 
the Deerf ie ld and Connecticut Rivers, indicate favorable locat ional c r i t e r i o n 
for native subsistence and settlement a c t i v i t i e s . The large size of the 
d i s t r i c t enhances the p o s s i b i l i t y of locat ing preh is tor ic surv iva ls . In 
general, however, since most h i s to r i c development has been located i n close 
proximity to wetlands and, because preh is tor ic s i te densi t ies in th i s area of 
Massachusetts are somewhat low, a moderate potent ia l ex is ts for locat ing 
s i gn i f i can t preh is tor ic remains. 

(continued) 
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There is a high potential for locating signif icant historic archaeological 
remains within the d i s t r i c t . Controlled testing and excavation can determine 
whether or not survivals (structural remains) remain of of several structures 
known to have been present befor-e 1775. Early development of the plain began 
in the 1760s when 2 taverns were operating and several houses were present. 
Only one structure survives from this period, the ca. 1766 Seth Walt's Tavern 
(L i l l y House) on South Street. Residential survivals may be present from the 
period as well as the Timothy Perkins Tavern which was replaced by the Cross 
Hotel in the 1830s. Structural remains may also survive for several other 
important late 18th and 19th century buildings within the d i s t r i c t . On Main 
Street several potential sites are present including the 1792 Zachariah Field 
Tavern located at the corner of Main Street and Baptist Corner Road, the 
Hathaway-Gardner Factory Site, the Handfield Blacksmith Site, and the ca. 1816 
Old Sanderson Academy Site. The remains of an undocumented early 19th century 
saddlers shop may also exi t at the site of the Sandy Garage on Main Street. 
On South Street, survivals of the 19th century William Elmer's wheelwright 
shop may exist to the rear of the Nye Plumbing and Electrical Shop. The Cook 
House Site and Curtiss Studio Site may also survive on South Street. Remains 
of the Flower-Cook Mil l Site may be present on Buckland Road. Survivals of 
the 1776 Fi rst Congregational Church are l i ke ly present of f Baptist Corner 
Road. Structural survivals may also exist for several 18th and 19th century 
homes washed away by the 1878 f lood. Later 19th century homes were bu i l t on 
these sites located on Main Street, Buckland Road and Bronson Avenue, 
part icularly near Ashfield Lake. Structural remains may also exist for 
several important industries or ig inal ly located in the d i s t r i c t . Survivals of 
several saw and gr ist mi l ls located on Ashfield Pond may exist within the 
d i s t r i c t . While exact location for these sites is unknown these would have 
been located near the dam, which is within the d i s t r i c t . Remains of the L.C. 
Sanderson Tannery or iginal ly located to the rear of the ca. 1825 
Sanderson-Dige House on Main Street may also survive . Portions of the 
original Ashfield Pond dam, washed away by the 1878 flood may survive within 
the existing dam constructed in 1879. Occupational-related features (trash 
p i ts , pr iv ies, v/ells) also l ike ly survive, associated with structures no 
longer extant as well as existing structures. Limited alterations 
characterize Ashfield Village Plain with most of the important contributing 
properties, i>icluding outbuildings, surviving and in continuous use. As a 
result , a high"probability exists that associated occupational-rel ated 
features survive intact , often with extant c iv ic , religious and economic 
structures. 

(end) 



8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally CU statewide locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria Q A [ X H C I | D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [XHA U}B QC [J}D 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
Architecture ca. 1766-1934 ca. 1812-1874 
Agriculture 1856 
Commerce 
Education 
I n d u s t r y Cultural Affiliation 
Community Planning and Development N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
N/A Li l l y , Jonathan; Ames, Col. John; Greenê  

Samuel 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Ashf ield Plain His tor ic D i s t r i c t , Ash f ie ld , Massachusetts, is a 
well-preserved rural v i l l age center that retains a large proportion of l a te 
18th- late 19th century bu i ld ings. The d i s t r i c t includes representatives from 
a l l periods of development, beginning with f i r s t settlement in the mid-18th 
century and continuing through automobile-associated growth in the 
early-mid-20th century. Later in t rus ions to the d i s t r i c t are few. The 
d i s t r i c t remains the town's c i v i c and commercial focus to the present day. 
The Ashf ield Plain H is tor ic D i s t r i c t retains i n t e g r i t y of l oca t ion , design, 
se t t i ng , mater ia ls , workmanship, fee l ing and association and f u l f i l s C r i te r ia 
A and C (as well as C r i t e r i a Considerations A, B and D) of the National 
Register of H is tor ic Places on the local l e v e l . 

Or ig ina l ly granted as Huntstown in 1736, Ashf ie ld was incorporated in 1765. A 
large proport ion of Ashf ie ld 's ear ly se t t le rs were natives of I re land; many 
had formerly been residents of Connecticut River towns such as Deer f ie ld , 
Hat f ie ld and South Hadley, in addi t ion to Easton and the southern port ion of 
Connecticut. 

: i 

Throughout the Colonial Period, Ashf ie ld was essent ia l ly a dispersed 
agr icu l tu ra l sett lement. Most ear ly se t t l e rs leased or purchased lo ts from 
the or ig ina l 1735 proprietors or t he i r he i rs . By 1754, the population stood 
at 100 ind iv idua ls . Substantial colonial settlement did not begin un t i l a f te r 
the termination of the French and Indian wars in the 1760s. The town of 
Ashf ield underwent some of the most extensive postwar growth of any 
Connecticut River Valley upland sett lement: i t s population grew more than 
600% i n only f i f t e e n years, reaching 628 by 1776. 

While Bapt ist Corner, northeast of the present center, was the ea r l i es t focus 
of sett lement, a second node had developed on the Ashf ie ld v i l l age plateau by 
the la te 1760s. This area, which includes the nominated d i s t r i c t , was the 
s i te of the town's f i r s t Congregational Church, b u i l t in 1766. The church's 
frame was moved from i t s or ig ina l locat ion on Bellows H i l l , northeast of the 

^ (continued) 
F i S e e continuation sheet 



9. Maior BIbllogrsphlcsl References 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
Q preliminary determination of Individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested Sandy Garage-HPCA 11030 
Q previously llstad In the National Register 
Q previously determined eligible by the National Register 
QdMlOnated a National Historic Landmark 
^ recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # Mass. 4.^6: 651: fi4ft 
L J recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

P See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
|y~l State historic preservation office 

Bother State agency 
Federal agency 

I I Local government 
• University 
• other 
Specify repository; 
Massachusetts H is tor ica l Commission 

10. Qeographlcal Data 
Aerimga of prnpArty Approximately \36 acres 

UTM References 
A L U J 161 8,113, 6, 01 14, 71 1,01 9, 0,01 

Zone Easting Northing 
C I ll 81 161 8,114,5,01 14, 71 1,01 8, 3,01 

B L M J | 6 | 8 . 1 | 4 , 6 , 0 | | 4 ,7 |1 ,0 | 8,8,01 
Zone Easting Northing 

D |1 |8 | | 6 | 8 , 1 | 6 , 4 , 0 | | 4 , 7 n , 0 | 7 , 7 , 0 | 

[T{ See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

SEE ATTACHED MAP 

I I See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The Bounds of the district were drawn to Include the concentration of intact civic, commercial, 
and residential buildings that together comprise the historic center of Ashfield Village. 

I I See continuation sheet 
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namertltle Ashf ie ld H is to r ica l Commission with Betsv Fr iedberq. NR Director 
organization Massachusetts H is to r ica l Commission date March 1991 
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city or town Boston atfltftMassachusetts zip codeQ21_LL 
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d i s t r i c t , to the newly established cemetery on the Plain ca. 1767. ( I t was 
replaced in 1812-1814 by the second meetinghouse, now Ashf ield Town Hall [see 
below].) At least two taverns, one run by Seth Waits (MHC #23) and the other 
by Timothy Perkins, were also known to be operating by the 1760s. Perkins' 
tavern would be replaced by the Cross Hotel by the 1830s. Seth Waits' Tavern, 
the ea r l i es t surviving bui ld ing in the d i s t r i c t (ca. 1766), is a smal l , 1 
1/2-story gambrel-roofed house with a central chimney. The gambrel roof 
resul ts from a la te r remodell ing. Houses of the period are generally presumed 
to have been smal l , one- or two-story structures e i ther with center chimney 
plans or, in the case of ha l f houses, with end chimneys. 

During the Federal per iod, Ashf ie ld 's c i v i c focus continued to develop on "the 
P la i n , " centered near the f i r s t meetinghouse and cemetery and including 
businesses and residences but without the presence of a formally designated 
Common. Since the ea r l i es t decades of sett lement, Ashf ie ld 's primary 
east-west ax is , l i nk ing Conway to the east with P la i n f i e l d and Hawley to the 
west, had passed across the P la in . I t was Improved during the Federal period 
as Main Street , s t imulat ing development, and became the s i te of several 
t h r i v i ng taverns and businesses. In 1792, Zachariah Fie ld established another 
tavern, t h i s one on the corner of Main Street and Bapt ist Corner Road (MHC 
#17). At various t imes, the structure housed a store and a tavern; in 
add i t ion , i t provided space for town meeting and Masonic gatherings and, 
occasional ly, the congregations of the Congregational and Episcopal church. 

A c lus ter ing of residences near the meetinghouse core evolved during the 
Federal per iod. By 1798, at least eight fami l ies l i ved in the d i s t r i c t . The 
town's population peaked in 1810 with 1,809 c i t i z e n s , gradually decl in ing 
thereaf ter over the next 120 years (1830:1,732; 1930:860). I t s economy 
remained pr imar i ly a g r i c u l t u r a l , with small-scale saw and g r i s t m i l l s , as well 
as tanner ies, scattered throughout the town; several are known to have been 
located along the South River, which, since the ear ly 19th century, has been 
dammed and the resu l t ing body of water known as Ashf ie ld (or Great) Pond. 

Between ca. 1800 and ca. 1850, most of "the Plains" residences were 
constructed. A number of cottages and two-story houses of varying elaboration 
were b u i l t i n the v i l l age during the Federal per iod. The major i ty are end- or 
double- in ter ior chimney, center-hal1-plan s t ructures. Among them are several 
of the v i l l a g e ' s f i nes t residences, ornately deta i led houses on Main Street 
that incorporate second-story Pal lad ian-sty le windows and wide entrance 
surrounds with double p i las te rs f lanking s ide l igh ts and supporting a s t ra igh t 
entablature. 

(continued) 
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The Federal-style Sanderson House (MHC #8) , b u i l t ca. 1798, was home f i r s t to 
Dr. Enos Smith, a physician with real estate in te res ts . Early in his career. 
Smith had owned the Nye-L i l ly House (MHC #21), a simply detai led house 
constructed i n the Federal period but now dominated by i t s la te 19th century 
a l t e ra t i ons . Dr. Smith i s known to have kept a store here. By ca. 1808, his 
business concerns apparently f l o u r i s h i n g . Dr. Smith had moved to the far more 
impressive house on Main Street . The Sanderson House i s most notable fo r i t s 
del icate Pal lad ian-sty le window, as well as fo r i t s f a n l i t entryway. A la te r 
summer resident (1903-1920) was Milo Belding, an Ashf ie ld native who amassed a 
large fortune from his fami l y ' s s i l k thread indust ry . Belding was responsible 
for the bu i ld ing 's Colonial Revival -s ty le embellishments. 

The extensive home of blacksmith Thomas White stands in a prominent locat ion 
on Main Street (MHC #31). B u i l t i n 1794, i t features a t r i p a r t i t e 
second-story window. White's blacksmith shop undoubtedly stood on the 
property, perhaps i n the large barn or sheds extending behind and beside the 
house. In 1832, White was the largest producer of axes and hoes in town. At 
various t imes. White also served as selectman, representative to the State 
Legislature and Just ice of the Peace. 

The Knowl ton-Bacon House (MHC #5) , on the corner of Main Street and Norton 
H i l l Road, was b u i l t fo r Dr. Phineas B a r t l e t t ca. 1800. I t i s a f ive-bay 
house with f i n e l y deta i led Pal ladian-sty le window. By the 1830s, i t had been 
purchased by another physic ian. Dr. Charles Knowlton, a free thinker and an 
outspoken advocate of b i r t h con t ro l . Dr. Knowlton's controversial wr i t ings 
were said to have contr ibuted to the re l ig ious schism that would eventually 
lead to the construct ion of the Second Congregational Church (now known as the 
F i r s t Congregational Church) in 1856 (MHC #30). 

S l i gh t l y more modest houses b u i l t by and for other Federal-period 
entrepreneurs include: the Selah Norton House (1793, MHC #28), which housed a 
store as well as residence from the date of i t s construct ion un t i l a t least 
1851; the Nye-Edwards House (pre-1820, MHC #25), home of tavernkeeper John 
Wil l iams, and i t s e l l , now the Nye House (pre-1820, MHC #20), moved to i t s 
present locat ion by 1932; and the Sanderson-Dige House (ca. 1825, MHC #39), at 
the rear of w}iich property stood L . C . Sanderson's tannery (along the South , 
River) un t i l i l was washed away by f lood in 1878. 

(continued) 
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Perhaps the most s i gn i f i can t bu i ld ing i n the d i s t r i c t a rch i tec tu ra l l y and 
h i s t o r i c a l l y i s the present Ashf ie ld Town H a l l , constructed between 1812 and 
1814 as Ashf ie ld 's second meetinghouse. I t s o r ig ina l locat ion was south of 
the d i s t r i c t boundaries on Norton H i l l Road. The plans fo r the meetinghouse 
had begun i n 1801, when a committee of sixteen prominent c i t i zens f i r s t met to 
consider the need fo r a new bu i ld ing . I t was decided that the new ed i f i ce 
should be sheathed i n white pine and that the glass panes should measure 7 
inches by 9 inches. On January 14, 1812, $5,000 was voted toward the new 
bu i ld ing 's const ruct ion, although only $2,000 was raised for the purpose. 
Colonel John Ames of Buckland was hired as the designer and contractor . Asher 
Benjamin's Plate 27 in his 1797 Country Bu i lder 's Assistant was undoubtedly 
Ames' insp i ra t ion fo r the bui ld ing^ Benjamin had used as his prototype 
Charles Bul f inch 's Congregational Church in P i t t s f i e l d ( b u i l t 1793, gone by 
1939). The Ashf ie ld Town Hall i s one of the most l i t e r a l t ranslat ions of 
Plate 27 known i n New England. The steeple with i t s two-t iered octagonal 
be l f ry i s especial ly close to Benjamin's design. Colonel Ames added a 
keystone and an arch to the b e l f r y . The use of f i n i a l s on the balustrade and 
mutule blocks under the cornice t e s t i f y to the s k i l l of the local bu i lder . 

In i t s or ig ina l p lan, the meetinghouse i n t e r i o r resembled others of the 
period. An early descr ipt ion reca l l s i t s appearance as "one large room with a 
gal lery on three sides, a row of square, boxl ike pews extending along each 
side of three a i s l es . The seats were hung on hinges on three sides of the 
pew. . . In the center o f the west end of the room was the wonderful p u l p i t , 
cone shaped, f l u ted up and down and painted a pale pea green co lo r . " (quoted 
in Shepard, History of the Town of Ash f ie ld , p. 253) In 1840, the 
meetinghouse met the fate of many ear ly churches, when a need to economize on 
the use of i n t e r i o r space led to a d iv is ion i n to two f l oo rs . With the 
eventual removal of the "wonderful p u l p i t , " much of the character of the 
or ig ina l spacious i n t e r i o r has been compromised. 

The church would be the l as t work of carpenter/cabinetmaker John Ames, who was 
born in Marlboro in 1767. By the l a te 18th century, he was the leading 
contractor and bui lder i n the Ashf ie ld area and was act ive when Asher Benjamin 
arr ived i n nearby Greenfield i n 1796. I t i s not known whether they ever met, 
but by the time Ames was hired to bu i ld Ashf ie ld 's meetinghouse, he was 
undoubtedly fami l i a r with Benjamin's 1797 pub l i ca t ion . Ames had b u i l t several 
other structures in central Massachusetts, including the Congregational 
meetinghouses in Buckland (1800), Marlborough (1905), and Northborough (1808), 
as well as the Ozro F ie ld House in Buckland (1800). But he apparently 

(conti nued) 
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considered the Ashfield commission his crowning achievement. Ames' desire to 
make this his greatest work caused him to spare no expense in i t s 
construction. The costs, however, mounted faster than Ames' ab i l i t y to cover 
them. In September 1813, a year before the completion of the building, Ames 
committed suicide in the Plains Cemetery. Among the numerous carpentry tools 
and furniture l is ted in the inventory of his estate was a small l ibrary 
consisting of a Bible, a psalmbook, a copy of the Constitution of the United 
States, and "a book of archateck." I t is tempting to speculate that the 
la t ter was Asher Benjamin's 1797 The Country Builder's Assistant. 

With the construction of the new meetinghouse, town meeting continued to be 
held in the or ig ina l , apparently deteriorated meetinghouse unti l ca. 1820, 
after which i t was relocated to the Field Tavern. For almost 40 years 
thereafter, town meeting was held in a room added to the tavern specif ical ly 
to house such a function. After 1857, when 1±e second meetinghouse moved to 
Main Street, a l l the town's business took place in that structure, renamed as 
Ashfield's f i r s t Town Hal l . 

By the 1830s, in addition to the new meetinghouse, inst i tut ional and 
commercial buildings in the Center also included a new Episcopal Church, f ive 
stores, and four taverns, as well as an academy and a hotel. St. John's 
Episcopal Church of 1827 (MHC #13) is the Plain's only Gothic Revival 
structure. I t is the work of another local builder, Jonathan L i l l y . The 
parish, founded in 1820, is one of the oldest Episcopal parishes in the region. 

Sanderson Academy was set up by the Reverend Alvah Sanderson upon his 
retirement from the Congregation church in 1816. Rev. Sanderson died less 
than a year la ter , leaving a $1,500 trust fund for the academy's continued 
support. By 1832, nearly 1,000 pupils, both boys and g i r l s , had attended. 
Students came from Ashfield and surrounding towns. One of the f i r s t was Mary 
Lyon (1794-1848); by 1822, she had become a preceptress and by 1828, the 
Academy principal. Lyon would later found Mt. Holyoke College. The academy's 
original building (ca. 1816) once stood across from the hotel on Main Street 
(#319). I ts gable-pedimented projecting pavilions made i t an imposing 
addition to tjie v i l lage's inst i tu t ional buildings. By the end of the 19th 
century, when J t had been replaced by a larger Colonial Revival-style school 
building, the original structure was relocated a few hundred yards west on 
Main Street, where i t is barely recognizable today as the core of a far larger 
duplex apartment building (MHC #42). The present Sanderson Academy (MHC #57) 
is of mid-20th century construction; i t now serves as Ashfield's elementary 
school. 

(continued) 
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By far Ashf ie ld 's most imposing commercial bu i ld ing of the early-mid-19th 
century was the Ashf ield House (MHC #33), erected ca. 1830 as a stage stop and 
o r i g i na l l y named the Cross Hote l . Like other commercial enterprises i n the 
v i l l a g e , Ashf ie ld House served many purposes. I t held a meeting hal l used as 
a ballroom, lecture h a l l , and, occasional ly , courtroom space. In the la te 
19th century, i t s f a c i l i t i e s included a barbershop and croquet f i e l d . I t 
appears l i k e l y that the bu i ld ing was o r i g i n a l l y a f i ve-bay, 2 1/2-story 
gable-roofed house with second-story Palladian window, not unl ike other 
res ident ia l bui ld ings along Ashf ie ld 's Main Street . However, the bui ld ing saw 
vast enlargement during the 19th century, as Ashf ie ld became a popular 
dest inat ion for vacationing c i t y dwel lers. At i t s present 130-foot length , 
sprawled along Main Street , i t i s the longest bui ld ing in the d i s t r i c t . 
Ashf ie ld House ceased operation as a hotel i n 1947. Af ter several years' 
service as a rest home, i t was remodelled i n 1990 to provide affordable 
housing. 

Bement Store, erected ca. 1830 (MHC #29), began i t s existence i n a locat ion 
o f f Main Street as a modest cabinet shop. By 1850, i t had been moved to i t s 
Main Street s i t e , expanded, and become a t h r i v i ng general s tore. Proprietor 
Jasper Bement i s said to have introduced the peppermint industry to New 
England. His store produced bot t led essence of mint and by mid-19th century, 
as many as 100 peddlars were carry ing mint westward. (Ashf ield Plain at one 
time i s said to have supported ten peppermint d i s t i l l e r i e s , making th i s a 
major local indus t ry . ) The Bement Store, too, had meeting space 
upstairs--among others, a group of local "Know Nothings" met above the store 
in the 1850s. Later a meat market, a plumbing shop, then a novelty shop, the 
bui ld ing was purchased by the Ashf ie ld H is tor ica l Society in 1964 fo r use as a 
museum. I t cur rent ly houses the soc iety 's vast co l l ec t i on of Howes Brothers 
glass-plate negatives. The Cra f t ' s Store (MHC #6, now Elmer's Store) opened 
in 1835 and was run by members of the Crafts family fo r the next 100 years; i t 
remains a prominent general store todo\y. Henry's Store (MHC #35) was 
established on Main Street some twenty years l a t e r by Almon Bronson. The 
general store also housed the town's post o f f i c e between 1910 and 1984. Other 
commercial enterprises located in the v i l l age center at mid-century but no 
longer extant;, included a m i l l i ne ry shop, a saddlery and a carriage shop. 

As mid-century approached, Ashf ie ld entered a period of re la t i ve decl ine. 
Like most Frankl in County towns, i t s population diminished. A proposed 
ra i l road route from Cummington to Ashf ie ld Center and Buckland was never 
real ized ( instead, the nearest ra i l road l ines bypassed Ash f ie ld , running 
instead north/south along the Connecticut River [1844-1847] and east/west 
through Charlemont, Buckland and Shelburne [1868] ) . At mid-century, Ashf ie ld 

(continued) 
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was s t i l l an important stage route; nonetheless, between 1830 and 1870, the 
town l o s t one t h i r d of i t s populat ion, with the greatest loss occurring 
between 1840 and 1850. Most moved westward to larger c i t i e s , leaving 
small-town agrarian l i f e behind. Despite these losses, Ashf ie ld remained 
prosperous, with an expanding indus t r ia l base ( inc luding home manufacture of 
sh i r t s and c o l l a r s , as well as palm-leaf hats) and a t h r i v i ng agr icu l tu ra l 
econorny. The ea r l i e s t indus t r ia l survival in the d i s t r i c t i s the former 
blacksmith shop of Edward Stevens (MHC #77), now the rear port ion of the Nye 
plumbing and e lec t r i ca l shop on South Street . Stevens b u i l t the small br ick 
shop adjacent to Wil l iam Elmer's wheelwright shop (no longer extant) ca. 
1850. The bu i ld ing was enlarged wi th a frame addi t ion by another blacksmith, 
John Handfield, i n the l a te 19th century. 

Other new bui ldings constructed i n the d i s t r i c t during the period 1830-1870 
re f lec ted the v i l l a g e ' s overal l prosper i ty . Several new i n s t i t u t i o n s were 
added to the d i s t r i c t at mid-century. The Second Congregational Church was 
b u i l t i n 1856 (MHC #30) a t a cost of $5,000. The Second Congregational Church 
was renamed the F i r s t Congregational Church when the two fact ions reunited in 
1868 (at the same t ime, the former F i r s t Congregational Church, moved to Main 
Street in 1856, became the Ashf ie ld Town H a l l ) . 

The Bapt is t Society of Buckland presented t he i r Ashf ie ld neighbors with a new 
bui ld ing in 1869 (MHC #19). I t s o r ig ina l construct ion date i s unknown, 
although some sources suggest ca. 1828. The church was dissolved in 1914. A 
small but f i ne l y proportioned Greek Revival -sty le church, the bui ld ing has 
served as Ashf ie ld 's Grange Hall ever since i t ceased funct ioning as a house 
of worship. The Bapt ist Church parsonage (MHC #70), a vernacular V ic tor ian 
bui ld ing with s t i c k - s t y l e t r i m , was constructed adjacent to the church i n 
1886. During the 1920s and 1930s, i t housed the Order of the Red Men, a 
f ra ternal organizat ion. Ashf ie ld c i t i zens sponsored numerous c i v i c and 
educational groups during the la te 19th and early 20th centur ies, including a 
"social l i b r a r y " and a musical society. 

Compared to the f i r s t decades of sett lement, res ident ia l construct ion slowed 
in the d i s t r i c t during the period 1830-1870, but included three w e l l - b u i l t and 
sty l ish- Greek Reviva l -s ty le bu i ld ings . These are: the Wing-Cranston House 
(MHC #2) , b u i l t ca. 1845 by ye t another Ashf ie ld physic ian. Dr. Sidney Brooks; 
the Crafts House (MHC #4 ) , the ca. 1854 residence of local shop propr ietor 
Albert Cra f t ; and the Whitehead House (MHC #7) , home of members of the 
Knowlton family from 1850 to 1870, a f te r which i t housed the f i r s t president 
of the Ashf ie ld Cooperative Creamery, Dick Flower. A l l three bui ldings 
display f i n e l y executed Greek Revival -sty le elements, including panelled 
corner boards and pedimented gables. 

(continued) 
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A number of Ashf ie ld art isans and shopkeepers erected most modest 1 1/2-story 
Greek Revival -sty le gable- f ront cottages, inc luding those of wheelwright W. H. 
Elmer (MHC #22), whose shop once.stood beside his house; and L. E. Coleman 
(MHC #40), local purveyor of stoves and related products. The Bement fami ly 's 
house on Main Street (MHC #14), l a te r home to the Cook fami ly , i s a 
conservatively executed center entry house embellished a f te r the C iv i l War 
with the addi t ion of I t a l i ana te -s t y l e brackets. Several vernacular V ic tor ian 
residences devoid of elaborat ion but based on the gab le- f ront , s ide-entry plan 
are w i th in the d i s t r i c t . The house of Rev. Wil l iam G i lbe r t , minister of the 
f i r s t Congregational Church, has stood on Main Street since 1853 (MHC #71). 
The Congregational parsonage (MHC #18) housed ministers and the i r fami l ies 
between ca. 1870 and the 1960s. I t i s the only double-facade-gable house in 
the d i s t r i c t . 

In 1878, a f lood caused by the breaking of the Great (Ashf ie ld) Pond Dam swept 
through Ashf ie ld Plain and on to South Ash f ie ld , causing considerable 
dest ruct ion. I t was reported to be "a staggering blow" to the town's economy 
(Ashf ie ld Bicentennia l , 1965), though i t seems l i k e l y that many of the shops 
were already on the wane. Among others, the Sanderson tannery that had 
existed i n the center for several decades was l o s t . Nonetheless, "The Pla in" 
remained the focus of c i v i c and commercial a c t i v i t y , as well as summer 
resort-associated development. 

Several la te 19th century indus t r ia l survivors are extant i n the d i s t r i c t . 
One example of small-scale manufacture i s the Van Ness t i n shop, constructed 
on Main Street ca. 1888 (MHC #36). The bui ld ing was used for the production 
of t i n a r t i c l es as well as fo r the sale of plumbing and heating suppl ies, 
lamps, and assorted hardware. The bui ld ing would house enterprises dealing in 
a var iety of goods un t i l about 1960. I t i s presently a two-uni t apartment 
bu i l d ing ; despite numerous a l t e ra t i ons , i t s external appearance, with center 
entry in a three-bay, gable- f ront bu i ld ing with f u l l width porch, continues to 
suggest a commercial bui ld ing of the mid-19th century. Another indus t r ia l 
remnant in the d i s t r i c t , now known as Renni f f 's Garage (MHC #54), was probably 
erected ca. 1880. Located on Bronson Avenue, the 2 1/2-story frame bu i ld ing 
with l a te ra l i i l l (at least one addit ional e l l i s no longer standing) formerly 
housed a lumbei* company. By the 1920s, i t had become a garage and auto-repair 
shop. 

(continued) 
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Two town-financed inst i tut ional buildings were added to the center by the 
close of the 19th century. A new school replaced the ca. 1834 d i s t r i c t school 
in 1881. The one-room schoolhouse with center entrance served as Ashfield 
Center's only elementary school unt i l 1940. In about 1900, the town formed 
the Ashfield Fire and Hose Company. A one-story, three-bay, center-entrance 
hose house with pedimented gable roof was erected at that time beside the Town 
Hal l . (That structure, now barely recognizable, comprises the rear e l l of the 
vastly expanded Ashfield Fire Station, erected in 1952 and enlarged in 1977 
[MHC #44]). 

Between ca. 1882 and 1912, daily l i f e in Ashfield and throughout New England 
was documented by Alvah, Walter and George Howes. The Howes brothers were 
local farmers who became interested in commercial photography. They worked 
primarily as i t inerants, returning periodically to their hometown and, 
eventually, returning to the agricultural l i f e . In Ashfield, identi f ied work 
by the Howes Brothers pictures the Ashfield House hotel at various stages in 
i t s growth, as well as other views of Main Street and everyday vi l lage l i f e . 

In 1902, Alvah Howes purchased the Ranney Block (the former Field tavern); his 
small studio was located east of the tavern, but is no longer standing. After 
the three brothers' deaths, more than 20,000 glass plate negatives were found 
stored in the Ranney Block and other Ashfield Center buildings. The 
negatives, now housed with the Ashfield Historical Society, constitute the 
nation's largest collection of glass plates produced by a single photographic 
concern. They are an invaluable resource for the study of social and economic 
conditions in turn-of-the-century New England. 

In the last decades of the 19th century, Ashfield was discovered by those 
seeking quiet vacation spots. Ashfield Pond, located at the vi l lage edge, and 
fonnerly the site of a number of saw and gr is t m i l l s , was a popular recreation 
area. Very l i t t l e residential construction took place; however, several of 
the d i s t r i c t ' s historic properties were remodelled for summer residents, a few 
new houses were added (one, a summer mansion for Milo Belding's family, on a 
massive scale), and several guesthouses opened to supplement the space 
available in :̂ he newly expanded Ashfield House hotel. Houses bu i l t in the 
center during ^his period include several Queen Anne, Colonial Revival and 
Stick Style structures, either with sidehall or center entrance facades and 
elaborate, one-story porches, towers or polygonal bays. Most were bu i l t 
amongst existing residences on Main Street. One of the f inest is the Queen 
Anne/Stick Style house of grain and lumber merchant Chester Bronson (MHC #41), 
erected at the intersection of Main Street and Buckland Road in the 1890s. 

(continued) 
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Smaller sidehal1-plan Queen Anne cottages were built ca. 1880-1915 on Buckland 
Road and Bronson Avenue, near Ashfield Lake. A number of these houses took 
the place of earlier buildings washed away by the 1878 flood. 

Among the new residents was George William Curtis (1824-1892), editor of 
Harpers Magazine. Above his house on Norton Hill Road, he built a small 
cottage on Norton Hill Road (MHC #10) for use as a study. The house burned in 
1901. Curtis' nephew, William F. Curtis, an artist and leatherworker, used 
the cottage as his studio. (William Curtis lived in the ca. 1850 Whitehead 
House on Main Street, MHC #7.) In the 1940s, the building was moved down the 
hill to its present site and remodelled as a year-round residence. 

Charles Eliot Norton (1827-1908), Harvard professor and summer resident of 
Ashfield, began summering in Ashfield in 1865. Together with Curtis and 
others, he founded the Ashfield Academy Dinners in 1879. Over the next 25 
years, these annual gatherings raised funds for the formerly declining 
Sanderson Academy. Held every August at the Town Hall, the dinners were 
internationally known and became the forum for discussion of the important 
ideological issues of the day. Among the speakers were Booker T. Washington, 
James Russell Lowell, G. Stanley Hall, William Dean Howells and Richard Henry 
Dana. (The Ashfield Dinners resumed in 1990; speakers have included J. 
Jackson Walters of the National Trust for Historic Preservation and Tracy 
Kidder, author of House.) 

One of the most significant summer residents at the turn of the century was 
Milo Belding, an Ashfield native who, with his brothers, was responsible for 
establishing milling concerns in Connecticut and the Midwest that would become 
internationally known as the Belding Silk Thread Manufacturing Company. At 
various times, Belding owned or built a number of houses in the district. He 
bought the 1798 Sanderson House (MHC #8) in 1903 as his summer home and made 
numerous alterations to the building before he sold i t in 1920. An 
unremarkable gable-front house on Buckland Road (MHC #58) was apparently used 
by Belding as a lake cottage. In about 1916, he built a large Colonial 
Revival-style mansion (MHC #62), prominently sited on a hill in the western 
portion of th^ district, overlooking Ashfield Pond. Approached by a circular 
drive, the proplerty, known as Green Meadows, included a separate carriage 
house, also with Colonial Revival-style features. At about the same time, 
Belding acquired a nearby late Victorian house (MHC #64) for use as servants' 
quarters. Belding's property extended to the shores of Ashfield Pond and in 
1916, he had bathhouses and a raft constructed there for local swimmers. 

(continued) 
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Af ter Belding's death in 1928, his son donated the land to the Town of 
Ashf ie ld . A port ion of Belding Park i s included in the present nomination 
(MHC #9) . 

In 1914, Belding donated a l i b ra r y to the people of Ashf ie ld as a memorial to 
his parents (MHC #3) . Bel ieving that every c i t i zen had the r i gh t to a 
l i t e r a r y education, Belding gave $30,000 fo r the bu i ld ing ' s construct ion. I t 
i s b u i l t of Shelburne marble and i s the only stone bu i ld ing i n the d i s t r i c t . 

Af ter the F i r s t World War, the few remaining bui ldings added to the d i s t r i c t 
re f lec ted i t s new dependence on automobile t r a f f i c . The Sandy Garage (MHC 
#48), now rehab i l i ta ted fo r use as an arch i tectura l f i rm 's o f f i c e , was b u i l t 
by Samuel Sandy i n 1927. While the la rge , stepped gable f ron t port ion of the 
bui ld ing dates to that year, the rear Incorporates the 1793 e l l of Mr. Sandy's 
own dwel l ing and, possibly, an early 19th century saddler 's shop. The Dupree 
Garage (MHC #52) opened one year a f te r the Sandy Garage down the road. The 
large, gable- f ront main block was appended to a ca. 1879 former g r i s t m i l l 
moved to the s i te from the shore of Ashf ie ld Pond when Belding Park was 
established there in 1928. Both bui ldings are located on Main Street . 

In recent years, the d i s t r i c t has continued to serve as Ashf ie ld 's focus of 
commercial and c i v i c a c t i v i t y . Summer v i s i t o r s s t i l l come to Ash f le ld , but 
many of the cottages along Ashf ie ld Pond have been converted to year-round 
homes. While there i s s t i l l some agr icu l tu ra l a c t i v i t y on d i s t r i c t farms, 
most residences are occupied by people working in town o f f i ces or i n business 
in neighboring towns; a number of residents commute to the nearest large towns 
and c i t i e s fo r employment, pa r t i cu la r l y Northampton. Ashf ie ld 's His tor ica l 
Commission and His tor ica l Society are both ac t i ve , and plans are in place to 
begin fund-ra is ing for a tree replant ing scheme and, possibly, the removal of 
telephone poles and the underground s i t i n g of e lec t r i ca l wires. The presently 
nominated d i s t r i c t i s the f i r s t of a number of planned National Register 
nominations to be prepared by the Ashf ie ld H is tor ica l Commission. 

(continued) 
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Archaeological Signif icance 

Since patterns of preh is tor ic occupation in Ashf ie ld are poorly understood i f 
not unknown, any surviv ing s i tes would be s i g n i f i c a n t . Sites i n th i s area can 
be important by cont r ibut ing to our knowledge of preh is tor ic settlement and 
subsistence in the Berkshire uplands of western Massachusetts and i n t e r i o r 
t r i bu ta ry streams of the Connecticut River. Sites in t h i s area can also be 
important by fur ther def in ing the extent of native social re lat ionships with 
native peoples to the west in the New York area, the north i n New Hampshire 
and Vermont, and/or more eastern locales in Massachusetts. 

His tor ic archaeological remains described above have the potent ia l for 
providing deta i led information or the s o c i a l , cu l tu ra l and economic patterns 
that characterized a changing rura l h i l l town v i l l age ca. 1760 to 1910. 
H is tor ic archaeological remains can help document the e f f ec t on the v i l l age of 
changing economic and social systems in the Connecticut River Valley and the 
whole of New England. H is tor ic period surv iva ls , pa r t i cu la r l y occupational 
related features, can help gauge the impact on v i l l age l i f e from the i n f l ux of 
Boston i n t e l l ec tua l ism and urban middle-class suinner occupants i n the l a t t e r 
part of the 19th century. Indust r ia l s i tes in the d i s t r i c t can document the 
ef fects of indust r ia l i sm on a small rural town which had good water sources 
but was never connected to the regional r a i l system. 

(end) 
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DISTRICT DATA SHEET: Ashfield Plain Historic District 

MAP-MHC # HISTORIC NAME STREET ADDRESS DATE OF 
CONSTRUCTION 

STATUS/RESOURCE STYLE 

78 0'Mai ley House 
& attached barn 

Baptist Corner Rd. 1897, altered 
ca. 1960 

C/B Victorian 

K House 

Barn/Garage 

Baptist Corner Rd. mid 20th c. 

late 19th c. 

NC/B 

C/B 

801 Plain Cemetery Baptist Corner Rd. est. 1767 C/SI 

72S Site of First 
Congregational 
Church 

Baptist Corner Rd. NC/SI 

962 Civil War Monument 
Crypt 

Baptist Corner Rd. C/O 

903 Stone Wall C/ST 

960 Veterans' Monument Baptist Corner Rd. 1980 NC/0 

45 Craft House & 
attached barn 

Shed 

Baptist Corner Rd. ca. 1850 

C/B 

C/B Federal 

A House Baptist Corner Rd. NC/B 

B House 

Garage 

Baptist Corner Rd. NC/B 

NC/B 

67 Ranney-Isserman 
House 

Baptist Corner Rd. 1890 C/B Vernacular 

NOTE: The names used for all nominated properties are those chosen by the Local Historical Commission and do not 
necessarily reflect their earliest histories. See text. 
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MAP-MHC # HISTORIC NAME 

76 

46 

68 

47 

27 

69 

53 

321 

56 

322 

Garage 

G. Ranney House 
& attached barn 

Garage 

Wes Hall House 

Hathaway-Ril 1ings Bapt ist 
House & attached garage 

STREET ADDRESS 

Bapt is t Corner Rd. 

Bapt is t Corner Rd. 

Corner Rd. 

55 

McFarland-Graves 
& attached barn 

Plain School 

Shippee-Leonard 
House & attached barn 

Coll ins-Parker 
House 

Howard Pease House 

Garage 

Stetson House 
& attached barn 

Roberts-Steward 
House 

Garage 

Howes-Jenkins House 
& attached garage 

Baptist 

Bapti St 

Bronson 

Bronson 

Bronson 

Bronson 

Corner Rd. 

Corner Rd. 

Ave. 

Ave. 

Ave. 

Ave. 

DATE OF 

cuRTrmjcTioN 
mid 20th c. 

ca. 1870-1890 

mid 20th c. 

1871 

1910 

STATUS/RESOURCE STYLE 

Bapt ist Corner Rd. ca. 1815 

1881 

ca. 1850 

before 1870 

1915 

mid 20th c. 

ca. 1880 

1880 

Bronson Ave. ca. 1880 

NC/B 

C/B 

NC/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

NC/B 

C/B 

C/B 

NC/B 

C/B 

Vernacular Vict. 

Victorian 

Vernacular Vict. 

Federal 

Vic tor ian 

Federal 

V ic tor ian 

Vernacular 

V ic tor ian 

V ic tor ian 

Vic tor ian 



DISTRICT DATA SHEET: Ashf ie ld Plain H is tor ic D i s t r i c t 

MAP-MHC # HISTORIC NAME 

323 

324 

54 

325 

309 

57 

310 

308 

58 

59 

Cough!in House 
& attached barn 

Graves-Colter House 
& attached barn 

Reniff-Gibson 

Garage 

Anderson-Wittanen 
House 

Tobias-Bernaski 
House (Old Phone 
Office) 

Sanderson Academy 

Sanderson Playground 

Bronson steps to 
Sanderson schoolyard 

Fessenden steps to 
Sanderson schoolyard 

Braeman-Pease House 
& attached barn 

Garage/Barn 

Barn 

C.W. Ward House 

Barn 

STREET ADDRESS 

Bronson Ave. 

Bronson Ave. 

Bronson Ave. 

Bronson Ave. 

Bronson Ave. 

Buckland Road 

Buckland Rd. 

Bronson Ave. 

Thayer Road 

Buckland Road 

Buckland Road 

Buckland Road 

DATE OF  
CONSTRUCTION 

1892 

1900 

1880 

mid-20th c. 

a f te r 1900 

pre-1900 

1939, 1954 

pre 1850 

la te 19th c. 

l a te 19th c. 

STATUS/RESOURCE 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

NC/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

NC/SI 

C/ST 

C/ST 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

ca. 1900, C/B 
al tered mid- late 20th c. 

STYLE 

Vic tor ian 

V ic tor ian 

V ic tor ian 

Cape 

Vernacular 

Colonial Revival 

V ic tor ian 

V ic tor ian 

la te 19th c . , 
a l tered 1927 

NC/B 



DISTRICT DATA SHEET: Ashf ie ld Plain H is tor ic D i s t r i c t 

MAP-MHC # HISTORIC NAME 

307 

9 

979 

52 

63 

42 

327 

51 

Garage 

Flower-Cook 
Mill Site 

Belding Park 
Tennis Court 

Bath House 

Lake Dam 

Dupree Garage 

Green Meadows 

Carriage House 

Servants Quarters 

Old Sanderson 
Academy 

Stockwell House 

Garage 

Reniff House 

Garage 

Neighbors Country 
Store 

Benjamin House 

STREET ADDRESS 

Buckland Road 

Buckland Road 

Buckland Road 

Buckland Road 

DATE OF  
CONSTRUCTION 

mid 20th c. 

1928 

mid 20th c. 

ca. 1985 

1879 
Main Street/Hawley Rd. 1928 

Main St./Hawley Rd. 1916-1917 

Main St./Hawley Rd. before 1816, w/ 
addit ions 
ca. 1900 8t 1910 

Main St./Hawley Rd. 

mid 20th c. 

Main St./Hawley Rd. 1925 

Main St./Hawley Rd. la te 20th c. 

Main St./Hawley Rd. ca. 1890 

STATUS/RESOURCE 

NC/B 

NC/SI 

C/SI 
NC/ST 

NC/B 

C/ST 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

NC/B 

C/B 

NC/B 

NC/B 

C/B 

STYLE 

Modern 

Georgian/Colonial 
Revival 

Greek Revival/ 
Vernacular Victorian 

Farm House 

Sears Roebuck 

Modern 

V ic tor ian 



DISTRICT DATA SHEET: Ashf le ld Plain H is to r ic D i s t r i c t 

MAP-MHC # HISTORIC NAME 

New England 
Telephone Building 

STREET ADDRESS DATE OF 

imrmjcTioN 

41 

64 

65 

40 

39 

38 

U.S. Post Of f ice 

Chet Bronson House 

Barn 

Belding Stable 

The Georgianna 
("The Adelphi") 

Coleman-Phil 1 ips 
House 

Sanderson-Di ge-Ward 
House 

Garage 

Cady-Howes House 

Barn 

Garage 

Chicken coop 

Sanderson House 

Garage 

Sanderson House site 

Wing-Cranston House 
& attached barn 

Main St./Hawley Rd. mid 20th c. 

Main St./Hawley Rd. 1984 

Main Street ca. 1890 

Main St./Hawley Rd. 1889 

Main Street 1889 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

before 1850 

ca. 1825 

mid 20th c. 

1880 

1798 

mid 20th c. 

1845 

STATUS/RESOURCE 

NC/B 

NC/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

NC/B 

C/B 

C/B 

NC/B 

NC/B 

C/B 

NC/B 

C/SI 

C/B 

STYLE 

Modern 

Modern 

Queen Anne 

Victor ian 

Stick Style 

V ic tor ian 

Vernacular 

V ic tor ian 

Georgian Revival 

Greek Revival 



DISTRICT DATA SHEET: Ashf ie ld Plain H is tor ic D i s t r i c t 

MAP-MHC # 

36 

37 

35 

34 

3 

66 

319 

311 

33 

HISTORIC NAME 

Van Ness Tin Shop 

Barn 

Li l ly-Day House 

Hitching post 

Henry Store 

Porter House 

Belding Memorial 
Library 

Crafts-Dige House 
& attached barn 

Old Sanderson 
Academy s i te 

Hathaway-Gardener 
Factory s i te 

Hitching post 

Ashf ie ld House 
& attached barn 

Garage 

Craft-Hargraves 
8t attached barn 

STREET ADDRESS 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

DATE OF  
CONSTRUCTION 

la te 1800's 

ca. 1858 

1858 

1850 

1914 

ca. 1850, 
with ca. 1885 
a l te ra t ions 

Main Street 

1830, with 
addit ions 1889 
& ca. 1900 
a l te ra t ions 

ca. 1990 

1854 

STATUS/RESOURCE 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/O 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

NC/SI 

NC/SI 

C/O 

C/B 

NC/B 

C/B 

STYLE 

Vernacular 

Victorian 

Vic tor ian 

Vic tor ian 

Neo-Classical 

Greek Revival /St ick 
Style 

V ic tor ian 

Greek Revival 

Barn C/B 



DISTRICT DATA SHEET: Ashf ie ld Plain His tor ic D i s t r i c t 

MAP-MHC # HISTORIC NAME 

32 

50 

7 

31 

44 

30 

49 

Van Ness-Cordelli 
House 

Barn 

Fessenden-Henry 
House 

Garage 

Cra f t ' s Store 
(Elmer's Store) 

Garage 

Whitehead House 

White Homestead 
& attached barn 

2 Hitching posts 

Town Hall 

Watering Trough 

Fire Stat ion 

Congregational 
Church 

Smith-Buck House 

Barn 

Garage 

STREET ADDRESS 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

South Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

DATE OF  
COfJSTftUCTION 

before 1827 

before 1899 

1835 

mid 20th c. 

1850 

1794(1820) 

1812-1814, 
moved 1856 

1907 

ca. 1900, 
moved 1952, 
added on to 1977 

1856 

1906 

mid 20th c. 

STATUS/RESOURCE 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

NC/B 

C/B 

C/B 

2C/0 

C/B 

C/O 

NC/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

NC/B 

STYLE 

Federal 

Victorian 

Vernacular 

Greek Revival 

Federal 

Federal 

Modern 

Greek Revival 

Georgian Revival 



DISTRICT DATA SHEET: Ashf ie ld Plain H is tor ic D i s t r i c t 

MAP-MHC # HISTORIC NAME 

29 

48 

28 

13 

17 

43 

20 

25 

18 

19 

Bement Store 
(Ashfleld H is tor ica l 
Museum) 

Barn 

Sandy Garage 

Selah-Norton House 

St. John's Church 

Fie ld Tavern-Ranney 
Block 

Perry-Carter House 

Nye House 

Nye-Edwards House 

Barn 

Shed 

Congregational 
Parsonage & attached 
barn 

House 

Garage 

Grange Hall 

STREET ADDRESS 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

South Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

DATE OF  
UmJSTOJCTION 

1830, a l tered 
ca. 1850, 1879 

1793 (fragment), 
1927 

1793 

1827-1828 

1792 

1820 

before 1820 

before 1820 

ca. 1870s 

mid 20th c. 

pre 1869, with 
al terations 
ca. 1930 and 1947 

STATUS/RESOURCE 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

NC/B 

C/B 

NC/B 

NC/B 

C/B 

STYLE 

Greek Revival 

Modern 

Federal 

Greek Revival 

Colonial 

Federal 

Colonial 

Federal 

V ic tor ian 

Greek Revival 

8 
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MAP-MHC # HISTORIC NAME 

70 

71 

73 

26 

74 

80A 

75 

10 

Bapt ist Parsonage 
(Red Men's Hal l ) 

Barn 

Lesure House 

Whitney House 
(Gilbert Parsonage) 

Barn 

I.R. Jones-Darling 
House with attached 
barn 

Barn 

Icehouse 

Percy House & 
attached barn 

St. John's Vicarage 

Garage/Barn 

"Five Acres" 

Barn 

Garage 

Knowlton-Bacon House 
& attached barn 

Barn 

Curt is Studio 

STREET ADDRESS 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Norton H i l l Rd. 

DATE OF  
UMSTRUCTION 

1886 

1853 

ca. 1833, with 
ca. 1848—1870s 
addit ions 

mid 20th c. 

mid 20th c. 

1793 

1913-1914 

1900 

mid 20th c. 

1800 

Norton H i l l Rd. 1870 

STATUS/RESOURCE 

C/B 

C/B 

NC/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

NC/B 

C/B 

C/B 

NC/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

STYLE 

Vic tor ian 

V ic tor ian 

Vic tor ian 

Colonial 

Colonial Revival 

Georgian Revival 

Federal 

V ic tor ian 
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MAP-MHC # HISTORIC NAME 

11 

21 

77 

12 

22 

23 

14 

15 

16 

Norton House 
& attached barn 

Nye-Li l ly House 
& attached barn 

Nye Shop 

Curtis House 

Barn 

Elmer-Magee House 
Si attached barn 

Barn 

Guilford House 
& attached barn 

Cook-Day House 

Barn 

Cook-Jones-Feldman 
House 

Barn 

Bath House 

Two Granite posts 

STREET ADDRESS 

Norton Hill Rd. 

South Street 

South Street 

South Street 

South Street 

Seth Wait's Tavern South Street 

South Street 

South Street 

South Street 

DATE OF  
CONSTRUCTION 

1793 

1796 

before 1850, 
a l tered ca. 1890? 
1930 

1902-1903, with 
1930s, 1970s 
al terat ions 

1850 

1766; 
remodeled 1884 

1850 

1825 

1875; with 
a l te ra t ions ca. 
1920, ca. 1938, 
1972 

late 19th c. 

STATUS/RESOURCE 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

2C/0 

STYLE 

Colonial 

Colonial 

Federal 

Colonial Revival 

Greek Revival 

Colonial 

Greek Revival 

Federal 

Vic tor ian 
Vernacular 

10 
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MAP-MHC # HISTORIC NAME 

House & attached 
garage 

House 

320 Wylie-Dater House 

Barn 

House 

24 

326 

960 

"Mizzentop" 
(Cross Cottage) 

STREET ADDRESS 

South Street 

South Street 

South Street 

South Street 

South Street 

Garage 

Little Red Barn/chicken coop 

Thayer Road Guganig-Bennett 
House 

Thayer House 

Thayer House 

Barn 

Curt is Watering 
Trough 

Thayer Road 

Thayer Road 

Thayer Road 

DATE OF 
CONSTRUCTION 

mid 20th c, 

1931 

mid 20th c. 

1883-1885 

a f te r 1900 

1916 

mid 20th c. 

mid 20th c. 

1908 Main St. 
( in tersect ion of 
South St. St Bapt is t Corner Rd.) 

STATUS/RESOURCE 

NC/B 

NC/B 

C/B 

NC/B 

NC/B 

C/B 

NC/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

NC/B 

NC/B 

C/O 

STYLE 

Cape 

Queen Anne 

Cottage 

Vernacular 

11 



Contr ibut ing Noncontributing 
Buildings TTI3 3S 
Sites 3 5 
Structures 4 1 
Objects 8 _0 

Totals 125 44 

NOTE: Because the present nomination does not f u l f i l l Cr i te r ion D, a l l potent ia l archaeological s i t e s , though discussed i n 
the nomination, must be considered noncontr ibut ing. 

12 



# Historic Name Date Historic Name Date Historic Name Date 

Contributing Structures 

1 Town Hall: 1812 50 
2 Wing-Cranson House: 1845 51 
3 Belding Memorial Library: 1914 52 
4 Crafts-Hargraves House: 1854 53 
5 Knowlton-Bacon House: 1800 54 
6 Elmer's Store: C.1835 55 
7 Whitehead House; 1850 56 
8 Sanderson House: 1798 57 
9 Belding Park Site: 1928 58 
10 Curtis Studio-Packard: 1870 59 
11 Norton House: 1793 63 
12 Curtis House: 1902 64 
13 St. John's Church: 1827-28 65 
14 Guilford House: pre-1850 66 
15 Cook-Day House: C.1825 67 
16 Cook-Jones-Feldman House: C.1875 68 
17 Ranney Block, Field Tavern: 1792 69 
18 Congregational Parsonage: 1870 70 
19 Grange Hall: rebuilt 1869 71 
20 Nye House: pre-1820 72S 
21 Nye-Lilly House: 1796 73 
22 Elmer Magee House: pre-1850 74 
23 Seth Wait's Tavern: 1766 75 
24 Mizzentop-Farragut: 1883 76 
25 Nye-Edwards House: pre-1820 77 
26 Percy House: pre-1793 78 
27 Plain School: 1881 307 
28 Selah Norton House: 1793 309 
29 Ashfield Historical Museum: 1830 311 
30 Congregational Church: 1856 -319 
31 White Homestead: 1794 320 
32 VanNess-Cordelli House: C.1827 321 
33 Ashfield House: 1830 323 
34 Porter House: 1850 324 
35 Henry-Keyes Store: 1858 325 
36 VanNess Tin Shop: late 1800's 326 
37 Fred Lilly House: 1858 308 
38 Cady Howes House: 1880 310 
39 Sander-Dige-Ward House: 1825 
40 Coleman-Phillips House: pre-1850 
41 Chet Bronson House: C.1890 
42 Old Sanderson Academy: C.1816 
43 Perry-Carter House: C.1820 
44 Fire Station: 1900, '77 Qth 
45 Craft House: pre-1850 

Qth 

46 Wes Hall House: 1871 801 
47 McFarland-Graves House: C.1815 960 
48 Sandy Garage: 1927 962 
49 Smith-Buck House: 1906 979 

Contrihutine Structures 

Fessenden-Henry House: 1899 
Benjamin House: c.1890 
Dupree Garage: 1928 
Collins-Parker House: 1870 
Reniff-Gibson Garage 1880 
Howes Jjnkins House: 1880 
Steuon House: 1880 
Sanderson Academy: 1939 
Braeman-Pease House: 1850 
C.W. Ward House: 1900 
Green Meadows: 1916 
Belding Stable and Garage: 1889 
Georgianna-Adelphi: 1889 
Crafts-Dige House: 1850 
Ranney-Isserman House: 1890 
Hathaway-Rillings House: 1910 
Shippee-Leonard: 1850 
Baptist Parsonage: 1886 
Whitney House: 1853 
Congregational Church (first site) 
LR.Jones-Darling House: 1833 
Vicaragc-Cassidy House: 1913 
Five Acres (Lapping): 1900 
G.Raimey House: 1890 
Nye Shop: 1850 
O'Malley House: ' 1897 
Flower-Cook Mill Site 
Tobias-Bernaski House: c.1900 
Hathaway-Gardner Factory Site 
First Site of Sanderson Academy 
Wylie-Dater House: 1931 
Howard-Pease House: 1915 
Coughlin House: 1892 
Graves-Colter House: c.1900 
Anderson-Wiltanen House: c.1900 
Guganig-Bennett: post-1900 
Fessenden Steps and Walk to Sanderson Academy 
Bronson's Steps and Walk to Sanderson Academy 

Non-Contributing Structures 
(less than 50 years old) 

A R. Anderson • 
B D. Craft 
C D. Nye 
D R. Pease ' 
F C. Buck 
G D. Lesure 
H Post Office 
I Telephone Company 
J Short Stop Variety 
K J. Dickenson 
903 Veteran's Monument: 1980 

Other Contributing Structures 

Plain Cemetary 
Curtis Watering Trough: 
Civil War Monument: 
Ashfield Lake Dam: 

1907 
1917 
1879 
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February 8, 1991 

Mr. James T. Cole 
Di rector , Off ice of Real Estate 
U. S. Postal Service 
475 L'Enfant Plaza, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20260 

Dear Mr. Cole: 

We are pleased to inform you that the Ashf ield Post Off ice is Included in the 
Ashf leld Plain His tor ic D i s t r i c t , Ashf le ld , Massachusetts which w i l l be 
considered by the Massachusetts H is tor ica l Commission for nomination to the 
National Register of H is to r ic Places. The National Register of His tor ic 
Places is the Federal government's o f f i c i a l l i s t of h i s to r i c propert ies worthy 
of preservat ion. L i s t i ng in the National Register provides recognit ion and 
assists in preserving our Nation's her i tage. 

L i s t i ng of t h i s property provides recognit ion of the community's h i s to r i c 
importance and assures protect ive review of Federal projects that might 
adversely a f f ec t the character of the property. I f the property i s l i s t e d in 
the National Register, cer ta in Federal Investment tax credi ts for 
r ehab i l i t a t i on and other provisions may apply. 

L is t ing in the National Register does not mean that l im i ta t i ons w i l l be placed 
on the propert ies by the Federal government. Public v i s i t a t i o n r ights are not 
required of owners. The Federal government w i l l not attach r e s t r i c t i v e 
covenants to the propert ies or seek to acquire them. 

In Massachusetts, propert ies nominated to the National Register are 
automatical ly l i s t e d on the State Register of His tor ic Places. There are no 
l i m i t a t i o n s , public v i s i t a t i o n requirements, or r e s t r i c t i v e covenants for 
pr ivate propert ies included in the State Register. State Register properties 
owned by munic ipa l i t ies and nonprof i t organizations may compete for state 
res tora t ion grants. 

Massachusetts Historical Commission Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Hi.storic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 



You are Invited to attend the meeting of the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission, at which the nomination will be considered. The Commission will 
meet on Wednesday, March 13, 1991 at the State Archives Building, 220 
Morrissey Boulevard, Dorchester, Massachusetts at 1:00 PM. The Commission 
meeting is a public meeting and all interested parties are encouraged to 
attend. 

If you have special needs, and would like to attend the meeting, please 
contact the Commission, and staff will make any arrangements that are 
necessary. 

Should you have any questions about this nomination before the Massachusetts 
Historical Commission meeting, please contact me at this office. 

Sincerely, 

idith B. McDonough 
Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

JBM/ls 
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NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

Carol Shull 
National Register of H is to r ic Places 
Department of the In te r i o r 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shul l : 

Enclosed please find the following nomination: 

Ashfield Plain Historic District, HPCA #11030MA, roughly Main and South 
Streets, Buckland and Norton Hill Roads, Ashfield (Franklin County), 
Massachusetts 01330. 

There has been no owner objection for the property listed above. 

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been 
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of 
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and 
were afforded the opportunity to comment. No comments have been received to 
date. 

Sincerely, 
r 

Betsy Fnedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Enclosure: 

cc: Chairperson, Ashfield Historical Commission 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 


