Form No. 10-300 , \O

UNITED STATES DEPAI ERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES V="
INVENTORY NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED APR t\ Mm

FORMIPS USE ONLY

SEE INSTRUCTIONS INHOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES - COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

QNAME

HISTORIC
Peabody Central Fire Station

AND/OR COMMON
Peabody Engine House

HLOCATION

STREET& NUMBER

41 Lowell Street _NOT FOR PUBLICATION

CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
AnAe Ay __ VICINITY OF 6th

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
Massachusetts 025 Essex 009

[CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENTUSE
—DISTRICT APUBLIC iioCCUPIED AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
iLBUILDING(S) —PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL —PARK
—STRUCTURE _BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE
_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT _IN PROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED AGOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC

—BEING CONSIDERED i f YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION
—_NO —MILITARY —OTHER:

BfOWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME
City of Peabody o y
STREET & NUMBER
24 Lowell Street
CTY. TOWN STATE
Peabody VICINITY OF Massachus etts
HLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE
REGISTRY OF DEEDSETC South Essex Registry of Deeds

STREET & NUMBER
32 Federal Street

CTY, TOWN STATE
Salem M assachusetts
Q REPRESENTATION INEXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE
Inventory of the Historic Assets of the Commonwealth #50
DATE
1975 —FEDERAL  X.STATE _COUNTY —1L OCAL

DEFOSTORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS M assachusetts Historical Commission

CITY, TOWN STATE
Boston M assachusetts



DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED -UNALTERED JFORIGINALSITE
"GOOD —RUINS —MOVED DATE_
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Peabody Central Fire Station faces south on Lowel | Street in downtown Peabody.
It is surrounded by several other mdto |ate nineteenth centur?/ bui | di ngs and
S ands diagonal |y opposite the City Hall (N  The twoand a half story nansard
roofed structure has a hose tower to the rear. There is also atwostory rear el |
which originally housed the stables and a one story ell which was attached to the
west elevation to house the fire equipnent in 1921,

The station is constructed of red brick with granite trimandcurrently has an asphalt
shingle roof. The overhanging roof is supEorted by modi | lions andthe comce is
further accentuated by decorative brickwork. Paired barrel dorners onthe east

and west elevations- |1 ght theeattic. The facade i s domnated by two|erkin headed
cross gables containing oculi ingranite frames. There are now four engine bays

on the ground floor set within a corbelled sawtoothed frame. Three groups of paired
w ndows with &6 doubl e hung sash |ight the second storK. These have granite

sills andkeyed stilted segmental arches connected at the inpost |evel by anol ded
string course. Asmall plague with the date 1873 is |located above the central pair.

The east elevation is four bays inwidth and fenestration is simlar to that of

the facade al though the arches are fornmed of raised brick rather than granite.
There are doorways at the end of this elevation. Thewest elevation was identical
before the addition of the onestory ell. This sits on ahigh granite foundation and
has a corbelled com ce. |Its south elevation has three windows with granite stilted
segnental arches and 66 doubl e hung sash, whil e those of the west elevationare
trabeated and have 2/2 sash. The twostory rear ell has a nansard roof and

Ej “onetrically placed wi ndows, sonewith &6 sash and sonewith 2/2.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Peabody Central Fire Station, built in1873,is alandmark i n Peabody Square. | t
'S 3|?n|f|cant forthequality of its architectural design andfor its continuous role
as afire station. [ts construction was reconmended b?/ a building coomttee conposed
of several di stinPuished citizens including D.S. Littletield, JohnV. Stevens, SFE

Bl aney, Warren Wlson, Franklin GsbomJr.and R GNel son. Town neeting, acting on
their resolve, appropriated the sumof $31"00 t o pay f or construction of the station.

Is was designed by the Sal emarchitectural firmof Bruce and Copel and. The contract or
was Charl es Fol somand Sanuel Trask was the nason. Upon conpletion, in 1874, the
Peabody Press reported that "the appearance of the building fromevery point of view
Is remarkably fine, andfor an engine house quite inposing."

The first floor origi nallywﬁrovi ded space for twosteamfire engines, ahook and | adder
truck and hose carriages, wnile stalls for sixhouses were i nthe rear ell. The

second floor providedroons forthe offices of the fire conpany and roons for the engi neers
and drivers. The tower was used for drying the hoses.

Wth its rich brick detail and deep bracketed com ce, the Peabody Fire Station i s one
of the finest exanples of its type inthe state. It isalso oneof the earliest extant
fire stations. [Its particular 1nportancet oPeabody i s denonstrated by the ntDnerous
articles which appeared i nthe |ocal newspaper (Pe od?/ Press) at the time of its com
pletion. "Oe gentlenan who clained to have visited all promnent engine houses i nthe
state, stated that nowhere coul d a finer one be found. Thework was solid and honest;
finish tasteful andelaborate; conveniences anple and adequate; and the whole building
superior and a nodel ." Further, they noted that the new engine house was an exanpl e

of the public spirit andenterprise which noved Peabody t o provi de so handsonely for its
fire department andthat it was one of the nany inprovenents being nade i n Peabody Square
fromwhich locality a stranger gets his first 1npressionof the town.

The building remains i nuse as afire station serving downtown Peabody.
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Pl ease refer t ot heattached plat map which i s#85 of t he Peabody assessor's, The
nom nated property which consists of lot #245 i soutlined i nred.
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AccrEtary of Mtate

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
SECRETARY OF STATE

RECHVED
JAN 30 1943
January 23, 1978
" NATI ONAL
REG STER

M. Charles Herrington, Chief

Registration Branch

National REgister

QMP, Heritage Conservation and
Recreation Service

Washi ngton, D C 20240

Dear M. Herrington,
Enclosed youwill find thefollowing nomnation forns:

Peabody: Peabody Central Firestation
Wal t ham  Boston Manufacturing Gonpany

Al'l' have been voted eligible by theState Review Board and have been
signed by theState Historic Preservation Officer.

Sincerely,
Christine Boulding
Survey Director

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
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ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER

STATE i N VSSAHEETTS
Dat e Ent ered

AR 190
Nane Location
Peabody Ceutral Fire Station Pesbody
Essex Cattnty
Al'so Notified

Honor abl e Paul G Tsongas

Hoaor abl e Edward M Kei xnedy State Historic Preservation Officer
Honor abl e Ni chol as Mayroul es [lrs. Patricia L. Weslowskl

Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Connisslon
294 TJashl ngton Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

NR Byers/bjr 4/ 13/ 79 |

For further information, please call theNational Register at (202)343-6401,






