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Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

X- private _ building(s)

X. public-local X district

_ public-State _ site

_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.]

N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMFSTIC- single dwelling
FUNFRARY- cemetery

RFCRFATION/CUI TURF' outdoor recreation
FPUCATION- school

RELIGION: religious facility
COMMFRCF/TRADF- professional
INDUSTRY/PROCESSING/FXTRACTION-

manufacturing facility

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

COIl ONIAI /Georgian- EARLY REPURI IC/Federal;
MID-19" CENTURY: Greek Revival, Gothic Revival;
LATE VICTORIAN: Itaiianate Second Empire,

(see continuation sheet)

Narrative Description

Norfolk. MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
145 13 .building
sites
. structures
objects
AA. Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC: single, multiple dwellings
FUNERARY: cemetery
RECREATION/CULTURE: outdoor recreation
RELIGION: religious facility, church school
COMMFRCF/TRADF: business warehouse

HEALTH CARE: sanitarium

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation STONE- granite; RRICK; CONCRETE

walls SYNTHETICS- vinyl; WOOD- weatherboard
Shingle; BRICK: ASBESTOS

roof ASPHAI T; SYNTHETICS rubber

other RRICK (chimneys); WOOD (porches trim"
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ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION (continued)

LATE VICTORIAN: Queen Anne, Shingle Style
LATE 19* & 20* CENTURY REVIVAL: Colonia Reviva, Tudor Reviva
LATE 19* & 20* CENTURY AMERICAN: Bungaow

DESCRIPTION

The Front Street Historic District is a predominantly residentia areacovering approximately 77 acreson the west edge of
the town of Weymouth adjacent to Braintree. The esstern boundary lies near the intersection of Washington and
Commercid Stregtsa the Weymouth Landing Area (MHC Area B, determined NR eligible) commercid node adjacent to
the Fore River. From there, the district extends sharply up a hillside to the southwest aong the spine of Front Stret,
which itjoins Summer Strest & a"Y" intersection. Densdly aranged houses on @ther Sde of this main thoroughfare and
on sved smdl dde dreds give way to large, open oeces to the eedt of Front Strest occupied by two cemeteries, a
school, and a park with recregtiona fields. The 155 contributing properties in the district condst of 145 buildings, Sx
gtes, and four objects Single-family dwellings ae the mos common resource sub-type, followed by outbuildings,
primarily garages Well-preserved, ambitious, high-style and smaler vemacular resdences dating from the mid 18* to
mid 20* century reflect the progresson of popular architecturad syles over this period. Mogt of the houses are st doseto
the greet on small suburban lots, with some of the larger examples a the southem end of the digtrict st farther badk on
larger lots. Evidence of the samal-scde boot and shoe manufacturing industry that flourished in the town throughout the
19 century can be s inthe handful of smal shopsand dtered industrial Sructures scattered among the reddences A
smdl number of commercia buildings & the north end of Front Street, a cemetery chapdl, and the school complete the
district.

L andscape and L andscape Features

Adhwood Cemeterv (39 Broad Street; 1819; NR megp #10; MHC #3801, Photo 1) occupies a narrow 0.68-acre ot between
Broad Strest to the north and Front Street to the south. The Hunt School borders the lot to the eest; resdences border it to
the west. The cemetery condgts of ~woodaed ground thet rises to a deep hill. Heeddones along the edges of the hillcrest
facewes; those dong the crest face inward (eest and west), creating a disorderly aide. The majority of the gpproximately
60 heedgones are made of date or limestone;, a few later granite dones are present. The date dones ae two to three
inches thick, and many ae inscribed with en um-and-willow motif None of the sones have bemn identified with
particular carvers. Severd granite-faced vaults with sone or metal doors are built into the hillsides. A narrow gravel path
runs betiween Broad and Front Streats along the northwest edge of the property; two short, discontinuous gone walls run
dong the gravd pah for short digances Hammered granite gate podts, possbly contemporary to the original fence
(although this cannot be confirmed), support awrought-iron gate facing Broad Street. The Front Street edge is bounded by
a done retaining wall with a modern chain-link fence atached to the top of the wall. A modem dgnpos reading
"Ashwood Cemetery . . . 1819" and a modern granite bench gand on the grass outdde the done wall. Quarried granite
gaepods with pyramida cgos of unknown date support a wrought-iron gate a the western end of the wall. The cemetery
isno longer inactive use

(continued)
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Weymouth Village Cemetery (339 Washington Street; ca 1843, NR mgp #117; MHC #808; Photo 2), isan approximatdy
tenacre parcd containing approximately 2,500-3,000 gones located a the southeedern comer of the didtrict. It is
bounded by Front Stret to the west. Hunt Street to the north, Washington Street to the eedt, and Congress Sireet to the
south. The oldest entrance is located on Front Street, where a granite-block retainingwall runs paralld to the dreet and
curves inward to a narrow, paved, semicircular drive. Facing the entrance, a large granite-faced receiving tomb (NR mgp
#117.3), usd to gore bodies for burial, is built into the Sde of the dope a the center of the drive and flanked by
rubblestone columns; above the meta doors, a granite plaque reeds "Village Cemetery 1907." Two smdler granite-faced
tombs with limestone doors are d<o built into the hill south of the receiving tomb. The oldest gones are located to the
north of this entrance; the oldest section is a the highest devation. Small, informally arranged, family plots are ddinested
by low granite-block walls, some with granite gatepogs. Headdones conds primarily of limestone tablet markers and
granite tablet and dant markers, some granite and limestone obdisks and monuments are present. As the devation
descends toward Washington Stret to the eedt, primarily granite sones are arranged more linearly, perpendicular to a
short centrd aide, not very discernible, that ends before the Washington Street entrance. A paved drive winds between
Front and Washington Streets, the cemetery chapd (described below) is located dlong this drive. A narrow paved drive
solits off to the north and south of the Washington Street entrance, completing an dmogt circular boundary around the
oldest section. To the south of this section, early to mid 19"-century granite markers are laid out in orderly rows, most
facing north, in three main arees divided by a narrow paved drive. A low granite wall runs dong Congress and Front
Streets, a narow informal entrance leads into the cametery from Congress Strest. Two smdl utilitarian buildings are
located to the eedt of this entrance. The mogt recent gones, including those ingtdled up to the present day as the camaery
isstill inactive use ae located on the north dde of the cemetery, where a cobblestone wall runs paralld to Hunt Street.
Granite tablet doneswith granite baeses and some granite dant sonesrun parald to the driveoff Hunt Street. None of the
dones have been identified as assodiated with particular carvers

Wegon Pak (Washington, Broad, and Summer Streats, 1927-29; NR map #118; Photo 3) occupies gpproximatey ten
aores in the northeest comer of the district. The Ste contains a playground, ballfield, tennis courts, and a skating pond.

Agphat wakways wind through the mainly grasscovered parkland. Szable dumps of tall trees and andl rises ae

located a the northern end of the park, while the facilities occupy wide, flat open oeces in the southem half Severd

discontinuous done walls (NR mgp #118.2), presumably remaining from the mid 19*-century estate that previoudy

occupied the property, are located around the edges of the park, dong with some modern chain-link fences. A low done
marker (NR mgp #118.1) labded "Weston Park™ marks the entrance to the park aong Front Street, and wes likely erected

a the time the park was established.

Setson Sguare (Front, Hunt, and Stetson Streets, ca 1944; NR mgp #76) is a small triangular-shaped plot of land neer the
southern edge of the district & the intersection of Front, Hunt, and Stetson Stregts At the northern end of the grass
covered plot, saverd low dhrubs surround a short, round,fiel dstonecommemorative fountain. A sngle amdl tree dands
just to the south of the fountain. A metad sgnpost (NR migp #76.1) a the southern corner reeds "Sgt. Water C. Roberts
Square, Killed in action Nov. 18, 1944."

Garfidd Sguare (Front and Summe Streets, ca 1885; NR mgp #61) is a samall triangular-shaped plot of grass-covered

land & the "Y" intersection of Front and Summer Streets. Fromthe late 19* century until the 19405 around metd water
reservoir or fountain was located here, dthough nothing remains a present.

(continued)
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Architecture

This section is organized by building type and construction date. When specific examples of building types and syles are
referred to, their historic name, address, condruction date, NR mgp number, and MHC  inventory number are provided.
Photograph numbers are noted where applicable.

Ingitutional Buildings

Weymouth Village Cemetery Chapd (339 Washington Street; ca 1870; NR mep #117.1; MHC #101; Photo 2) isa small,
one-dory, Gothic Reviva building located on a dight rise neer the center of the Weymouth Village Cemaery. Granite
walls, partidly sheathed inwood shingles, rise from a gone foundation to a degp gable roof covered in agphdt shingles.

A smple wood-panded door, shdtered by a danted hood supported by carved wood brackets, is cantered on the west

facade. The gable end is sheathed inwood pands, modillioned vergeboards with pendant comice brackets and degp eaves
complete the Gothic ornamentation. A large pointed-arch window and a brick exterior chimney adom the rear (eest)

devation. Smdler pared arched windows are located dong the Sde dlevations.

The Hunt School (45 Broad Street; 1915-1917; NR mgp #11; MHC #304; Photo 4) isa brick U-shaped dructure located
on alarge open lot a the intersection of Broad and Stetson Streets, a the eastem edge of the didtrict. The original Vi
gory, devenrbay building was designed in the Colonial Revival style, favored for ingtitutional buildings until well into the
first half of the 20* century. It is symmetricd in plan, with two pedimented entrance pavilions projecting from the front
devation. Large Pdladian windows punctuate the pavilions above the entrances. Fat-roofed porches with iron railings
project above the entrance doors and are supported by square brick piers. A modillioned comice supports the shingle
hipped roof A triple dormer is located on the roof between the two pavilions. Regularly goeced tall rectangular multi
paned windows pierce the walls on the first and second floors; those on the first floor are capoped with blind arches.
Additional omamentation includes brick quoining and limestone trim. Later brick ells extend to the rear on either 9de of
the main block.

Commercial Buildings

The smdl number of commercid buildingswithin the Front Stret district are located a the northwestem edge of the
digtrict, adjacent to the Weymouth Landing area. Two late 19*-century residences were converted to commercid use
through modem dterations. 1n both cases the original housss are relatively intact despite the 20*-century additions. The
two-story, gable-front Dr. G. W. Tinkham House & 1517 Front Strest (NR magp #19, Photo 11) weas built ca 1870 and

retains its Itaiianate bracketed comice and round-hesded gable window. Insurance and assessors mgpsof the area indicate
that between 1940 and 1950 the building was converted to an office and a one-story, flat-roof, brick-faced bank building

weas condructed immediatdly adjacent to it. Visible dterations to the feBade presumably date to this period and include
changes to the fenedtration, the addition of two modern meta-framed glass entrance doors, and the application of brick

vene to the first floor. The adjacent commercia Sructure gpopears to be atached to the original house and is currently
occupied by an insurance agency. It has atypical mid 20*-century black-tiled faBade with an off-center projecting glass
vestibule. The A. W. Clgpp House a 27 Front Streat (NR mep #22) dso daesto ca 1870. The one-gtory, mansard-roof

house iss into the dde of a hill o that it hes afull basament in the rear. The building was converted to arest home in

(continued)
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the 1940s mgps from that period show a retaining wall behind the house connecting to a sscondary  dructure to the
southwes. Sometime after 1950, the property owners atached atwo-gory, flat-roof, brick-faced building acrossthefront
of the original house The sscond floor projects out over the first floor and is supported on round concrete pods The
meansard roof and double interior chimneys of the original house are visiblefrom the dreet above the roof of the addition.
A soond two-gtory, flat-roof addition is atached to the reer of the house

The building a 11 Front Street (NR magp #18) is the only purpose-built commercia sructure in the digtrict and datesto
the 1920s A large, two-story garage with a gasoline gtation across the front of it gppears on the dte on a 1928 Sanbom
mgp of thearea 1n 1940, the building was owned by Clark and Taber, Inc.; and in 1950, a garage occupied the entirefirst
floor and a shest metd works occupied the second floor. The current building gppearsto rest on the original foundation
but was converted to professond officesin recent years The broad and segply pitched gable roof with multiple gebled
dormers containing round-headed windowslikely datesto these renovations. Other visible dterations include the addition
of a Classcd Reviva faBade with brick facing, comer pilasters, and shalow mansard-roof bay windows flanking a
pedimented center entrance, as well as vinyl siding and windows.

Indugtrial Buildings

Few indications of the shoe manufacturing busnessss that were historically interspersed among the Front Street
resdencesremain in the district. The two-story, end-gable building a 9 Glines Avenue (NR mgp #83, Photo 12) was built
for the A. T. Cushing Boot and Shoe Fectory ca 1880 as part of asmall complex of buildings on the Site, and remained in
ue by that company until a least 1910. It was originaly atached by a one-gtory hyphen a the reer (west) to a second
factory building that was demolished by 1910. In 1917 the remaining building was occupied by a cobbler, possbly still a
member of the Cushing family, and by 1927, it hed been converted to its current resdentid use Visble dteraions
include the addition of adbhestos shingling and vinyl trim and the replacement of window sash. The building retains its
origind masing and form, and the symmetrical fenedration pattem gppeersto be original as well. The two-story building
a 122 Front Street (ca 1885, NR mgp #58, MHC #100), dso converted to residentia purposes, originally housed the A.
W. Hunt & Company carton manufacturing busness. A grocery dore later occupied the building for & leedt twenty years
in the early 20* century. By 1950, it gppears on maps as aresdence. Visible dterations include changesto the storefront
fenedtration, the addition of vinyl siding, and the replacement of window sash. Other former shoe industry buildings may
exig but have not yet bean identified as such. Smdler outbuildings are discussed below.

Dwadlings
Single-family dwellings account for the vagt majority of buildings inthe district. All of the buildingsdaeto the 18*, 19*,
and 20* centuries, and represent many of the major architectura styles characteritic of these time periods. The majority
were congtructed or subgtantidly updated inthe mid to laie 19* century.

Eighteenth Century: Capes, Georgians

The earliest dwellings in the district date from the 18* century and are located mainly on larger lots in the southeest
section. The houses which are st dose to the gtreet, include primarily traditional center-chimney Cape Cod cottages in

(continued)
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thefive-bayform knownas a"full Cagpe"” These cottages are single-story, typically rising from low gone foundations to
low-pogted gable roofs (160 and 174 Front Strest, 26 Summe Street, 28 Broad Street). Materials, massing, and form
diginguish them rather than style or detail. The cornices are located directly over the windows. The symmetrically
aranged facades have smply framed centra entries. The earliest ones have deep floor plans and alarge proportion of roof
aea The Frederick Cushing House a 160 Front Stregt (ca. 1720, NR mgp #70, MHC #278; Photo 5), the oldest
surviving building in the district, hes alater raised foundation with bay windows.

Veay few 18*-century examples of the typica two-story, gableroof, Georgian house ae presat in the didtrict.
Characteridics of Georgian design include massve proportions, symmetrica fenestration, classica ornamentation, and
large centrd chimneys. The William S Walace House a 99 Front Streat (ca. 1780 with a later Itaiianate door hood,
MHC #1448, NR megp #49) is awdl-preserved verson of aGeorgian-style house with paired interior chimneys that alow
for acenter-hdl plan. Inthe second half of the eighteenth century, Georgian stylistic dements began to be refined inthe
Federd style, creating a lighter, more delicate gppearance. The robust features of the Georgian style gave way to narrower
columns and moldings, as sen in the housss a 1820 Sterling Street (ca 1760, MHC # 1480, NRmap #389) ad 23
Summer Street (ca 1800, MHC #1483, NR map #93).

Early 79'* Century: Federal

Dwedllings remaining from the period of prosperity and growth that begen after the Revolution, and especidly after the
War of 1812, continue Colonia-period dements quch as shingle siding, gable roofs, and center chimneys. Single-story
Cape Cod cottages continued to be built in the Georgian or Federd gyles, someimes didinguished from their
predecesors by higher-posted formsthat provided grester ceiling height as well as goece for transoms over entries (75
[Photo 6] and 175 Front Street; 51 Summer Street). A smal number of more ambifious, two-story. Federd-gyle houses
adong Front Strest display the newly fashionable hip roofswith paired interior or end-wall chimneys (70, 78, 104 [Photo
8], and 106 Front Streat [Photo 7]). Entries were commonly articulated with fanlights and siddights. Granite block
became the foundation material of choice; brick remained exceedingly rare.

Mid 79'* Century: Greek Revival

During the period from ca 1820 to ca 1860, the industrial center a& Weymouth Landing continued its rapid expanson,

and congtruction of single-family houses inthe Front Street arealincreesed. Severd examples of the Gresk Revivd style,
which flourished in these years, can be found within the district. The majority of these dwellings are end, or side-hall,

houses which tum their gablesto the street and display three-bay facadeswith the entry occupying one of the outer bays
(59-61, 79 [Photo 6], 86, 90-92, 98 [Photo 8], and 131 Front Street; 18, 30, and 34 Summer Street). Thisnew orientation
mimicked the pedimented slhouette of a Greek temple. Many of these end-gable buildingsare extended by reer or laterd

wings. They gopeer in both one- and two-story variants, with the former predominating. Some of these buildings retain the
wood-shingle siding and smple trim of earlier periods. The more ambitious examples often subgtitute dgpboards for
shingles, add pilagers and entablature for trim; and highlight entries with siddlights, transoms, and gable-roof porches
supported by columns. Other characteristic dements of this style include wide comerboards, rectangular transoms, ad
heavy comices. Granite block foundations and 6/6 window sseh ae common for this type. The Franklin Tirrell/G.E.

Porter House (131 Front Strest, ca 1840, MHC #1454, NR map #60) is a particularly well-preserved example of a one-
dory Gresk Reviva end housewith aclosed gable.

(continued)



NPS Form 10-900 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet Hot dret HD

Weymouth (Norfolk), MA
Section number 7 Page _6

The traditional one-gory, Sde-gable cottage remained popular through this period as well, often trimmed with some
fashionable Gresk Reviva detailing, and oriented with the gable end toward the dreet (34 Broad Street, 14-16 and 18-20
Franklin Street, 65 Front Street).

Later 19""-Century Styles: Itaiianate, Queen Anne

The dominance of the Greek Reviva style in New England was not serioudy chalenged until the 1860s when later 19* -
century gyles like the Gothic Revival, Itaiianate, Seoond Empire, and Queen Anne came into vogue. These later gyles
generdly agpplied different details to the existing Sde-gable and end-gable house forms. There are very few examples of

the Gothic Revivd gyle in the district asde from the Weymouth Village Cametery Chapd (described above); or the
Second Empire style. The mgjority of the reddences in the district were built in the Itaiianate style, increesingly popular

during the aregls major period of growth and prosperity following the introduction of the railroad neerby. Locd merchants
condructed large and daborate high-style houses along Front and Summer Streets, many st far back from the road on

large lots. A variety of plans gopear, including the traditiona three-bay center entrance (35, 55, 163, and 183 Front Stredt;

3B uImme Street) and the end-gable with wing (11 and 12 Franklin Strest, 81 [Photo 6] and 109 Front Strest, 66 Summer

Street, 27 Wanut Avenue). Common details include low roofswith overhanging eaves supported by decorative brackets,

round or ssgmentdly arched windows with hood molds, bay windows on Sde devations, and verandas.

The two-gtory, gable-roof C. Stetson House a 204 Front Streat (ca 1840, MHC #1468, NR map #77) illudrates the
trangtion between earlier (Federd) and later (Itaiianate) 19*-century syles, with its ornate bracketed door hood and reer
projecting bay applied to a traditional three-bay-wide, center-hal plan with two interior chimneys and regular 6/6
windows. The two-gstory, gable-roof EW. Richards House & 43 Summer Street (ca. 1850, NR map #101, MHC # 12) with
a pedimented projecting gable on the facade, athree-sded bay window and end chimney on the south eevation, adentil-
molded cornice, an daborate entry porch with bacony, and heavy bracketed window architraves projects adignified and
redrained verticality, typical of the Itaiianate style. Other notable Itaiianate examples include the two-gtory, square-plan,
hip-roofed block a 43 Front Stregt (ca. 1870, NR map # 26, MHC #93; Photo 9) sheethed in dgpboards with prominent
quoining, an ormate bracketed and modillioned cornice, crosshraced pedimented dormers, double windows with
pedimented architraves, and a flat-roof entry porch supported by columns; and the Francis Ambler House a 20 Front
Srest (ca 1875, NR megp #20, MHC #91), atwo-gtory, gable-roof dwelling with a one-gtory porch, a projecting center
bay, two-story and single-story bay windows on the south eevation, and a smple frieze and bracketed cornice. The
Milton H. Reed House & 28 Front Stret (ca. 1872, NR mgp #23, MHC #430) is an example of alarge Itaiianate building
with Quean Annedterations that crested across-gabled plan.

The Quen Anne style, which became popular in the lagt quarter of the 19* century, is abundant throughout mog of
Massachusetts and gppears in the Front Street digtrict as well. The halmark of this syle is eclecticiam. Motifs of
preceding dyles and contrasting materids were combined to decorate complex building forms. Characteridic dements
include decorative shingles, corner turrets, complex gables, corbelled chimneys, and wrapping porches. The majority of
the Quem Anne housss in the Front Stregt district are one- or two-story end-gable houses with projecting bays and
porches and modest application of varied omament (22 Broad Street, 44 and 150 Front Strest, 74 Summer Stret). The
two-story, cross-gable Richmond Clapp House a 47 Front Stret (ca 1835, NR mgp #28, MHC #432, Photo 13) isa more
ambitious example of Quean Anne/Shingle Style, including multiple gabled projecting bays andfl aredoourses of shingles
functioning as window hoods, betcourses and dosed gables. The Clgpp House a 38 Front Street (ca. 1900, NR mgp #25,

(continued)
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MHC #92) representsthe transition from the shingle-shesthed, asymmetricd Quean Anne style to the early 20*-century
Colonid Reviva aesthetic that returned to the more classica detailing of earlier periods. Regularly goeced fenedtration, a
ceanter entry, paired interior chimneys, and a gambrd roof are combined with atwo-story hexagond tower, bracketed hip-
roof dormers, and an off-center terrace. The covered entry porch is supported by dim Tuscan columns resting on a
shingled bacony base

Late 79 /Early 2(f" Century Styles: Colonial Revival

The Colonia Reviva style iswell represented in the Front Stireet district in a number of late 19 and early 20*-century
houses (50, 54, 93, 139 Front Street). The new dreet railway sysem that connected the town of Weymouth to Boston
provided a continued influx of professonas who choseto build their resdences in the desirable neighborhood. The two-
sory Francis Perry House & 15 Summer Sirest (ca 1915, NR mgp # 92, MHC #513; Photo 10) isalarge, wdll-preserved,
ridge-hipped dwelling with a pedimented entry porch supported by pared Doric columns and a piazza on the south
devation. Colonial Reviva details include the friezeboard, molded cornice, corbeled interior brick chimneys, and center
entry with siddights and a molded hood.

Seveard examples of other popular early 20*-century house formscan be found scattered throughout the district, including
bungaows (11 Broad Street, 62 Front Street, 27 Summea Street), four-squares (151 Front Street; 60, 78 Summer Strest;
3B Hunt Street), and modern Cepes (138, 144, 147, 193, 210-212 Front Sirest; 44, 48, 54, 66, 84 Summe Strest; 22
Garfield Street). Very little new construction occurred after the end of World Wer |1.

Outbuildings

Sevad smdl, lae 19*-century shops are located within the didtrict (at 131 and 204 Front Street, 30 Summer Street, and
27 Wanut Stret [Photo 14]). These small, well-lighted outbuildings provided a hested gpace for meking and repairing
furnishings, tools, and equipment, as well as for earning outdde income through various trades mog likely shoe
manufacturing. Typically VA gories with a gabled front, an easlly accessble doorway, and windows all around, mog
dhops have a chimney for venting a cast-iron wood or cod gove. Generdly, these buildings have been converted to
garages or additional living goace A few 19*-century barns are dso extant: a large two-gory Itaianate Sructure & 35
Summe Street, ca. 1850 (Photo 15); aca 1870 English-style bam a 163 Front Street; and aca 1890 New England-style
barn a& 32 Garfield Street.

The mgjority of the contributing outbuildings in the district ae detached, one-gory, onebay, wood or concrete-block
garages built inthe first half of the 20* century. A ca 1920 one-story Maintenance Garage (339 Washington Strest, NR
mep #117.2) islocated on the premises of the Weymouth Village Cemetery.

Current Conditions

The current digtrict hes experienced relatively little change since the end of the period of significance (1958). Mogt of the
properties remain single-family resdences and retain their architectura integrity despite some dterations. Infill

(continued)
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congtruction has been quite low due to the original dendity of development; only asmall percentage of the buildings in the
district were built outdde the period of significance. Overadl the Front Street Historic District remans an intact example
of awell-defined and prosperous 19* and early 20*-century residential neighborhood.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American dtesare located in the didtrict, itis possble that dtesare present. Eight Stesare
known in the generd area(within one mile). Environmental characteridtics of the district represent locationd criteria
(dope, soil drainege, proximity to wetlands) that ere favorablefor the presence of ancient Native Stes. Thedidrict
includes saverd well-drained, level to moderately doping knolls, terraces, and other landforms that would have bean
favorable gte locations. Mogt soil types in these aresswere formed inglacid till and on urban land. Soilsin urben land
depodts are found in aress covered with impervious surfaces where the upper 24 inches or more of the original soils have
ben cut away, removed, and replaced with fill. Any ancient Stes located in urban land aress have bean wholly or
partialy destroyed. Smdt Brook and severd of itstributary sreams are located within 1,000 feet of the westem border of
the district. Thedistrict lieswithin the Weymouth and Weir River drainage inthe Boston Harbor Watershed. Given the
above information, the sze of the district (approximately 77 acres), the extent of historic landuse, and the availability of
open goece, amoderate potential exigs for the recovery of significant ancient Native American resourcesin the district.

A high potential exigts for locating historic archaeologica resourcesin the district; however, mogt of those resourceshave
yet to be identified. Additional historical reseaerch, combined with archaeologicd survey and testing, may identify the
location and Sructura evidence of 17*' through 20*-century residential and industria dtes in the district. Many of the
original housesin the district were reported to be logt or replaced. Potentia residentid dtesin the district should date to
the eaxly 18* century and later, although 17*-century residentid Stesare ds0 apossibility. Weymouth wasfirst settled
by Europeans in 1622, and incorporated as part of the Massachusetts Bay Colony by 1630. A dispersed sttlement pattern
deveoped in the town, with the Front Street locale evolving as afocus of settlement from the early 18+ century. Mogt
early 18*-century resdential dtesare no longer extant, and few Stes have bean identified. An early 20*-century history
of the areaindicates that in ca1800, very few houses good dong Front and Summer Streets. The history mentionsthat
the houses of the widow Sarah Kingman, Samud Hunt, Asa Hunt, and Zachariah Hunt, all presant by ca 1800, are gone.
A "very old housg' & the comer of Front and Summer Streets owned by Issec Philipsin ca1800 hes aso bean replaced
svad times by newer structures, the latest being the ca.l930 house currently on the site (139 Front Street).

Structura evidence of barns, stables, outbuildings, and evidence of occupationa related festures (trash pits, privies, wells)
mey a0 survive with extant buildings and archaeologica dtes. Eighteenth through 20* -century Stes of outbuildings
may include domedtic and small scale boot and dhoe shopsthatfl ouri shedin the area Structura evidence of larger 19+
century boot and shoe manufacturing facilities may aso survive, including the M. C. Nash Boot and Shoe Manufactory,
originally located behind the house a 93 Front Street, and the Tilden and Colson Shoe Shop on Tilden Stredt, a the rear
of thehousea 112-114 Front Street. By 1904, modt of the shoe manufacturing shops in the district were gone

(continued)
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Unmarked graves may survive a the Ashwood Cemetery and Weymouth Village Cemetery. Unmarked graves may
include single or multiple interments. Both unmarked and marked graves may contain aburial shaft, coffin, human
remans, persond items of the deceasad, and memorid offerings. Structural evidence of outbuildings and evidence of
occupationd-related features associated with the operation and maintenance of the cemeteries may aso survive.

(end)



Front Strfifit HP
Name of Property
B. Statement of Significanne

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying thie property
for National Register listing.)

X. A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X.C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all ttie boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

_Nnrfnlk, MA_
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMFNT

INDUSTRY
SOCIAL HISTORY

Period of Significance

172Q-196Q

Significant Dates
1819 (Ashwood Cemetery established)
1843 (Weymouth Village Cemetery established)

(see continuation sheet)

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
Hoyt (Clarence P ) & Bixhy (Curtis W ) - architects

Howard B S. Prescott - architect

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_University
__ Other
Name of repository:



NPS Form 10-900 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet Hot dret HD

Weymouth (Norfalli), MA
Section number 8 Page 1

SIGNIFICANT DATES (continued)

1870 (Weymouth Village Cametery Chapd condructed)
191517 (Hunt Schoadl constructed)

1927-29 (Wegton Pak cregted)

194 (Stetson Souere cregted)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
SImmary

The Front Stret Higtoric District is significant as adistinctive concentration of resdences, including marny well-preserved
high-gtyle and vernacular examples, dating predominantly from the mid 18* to the mid 20* centuries, dong with a park,
two cameeries and a schod thet reflect the domedtic life of Weymouth Landing's population over goproximatdy 250
years Throughout this period, the Front Strest Historic District served as the modt sought-efter resdentid areafor the
commedd canter & Weymouth Landing. The landscgpe 0 contains reamnants of the vigorous domedic ad amdl-scde
shoe ad boat manufacturing indugtry that flourished in the areafrom the 18* to the early 20* centuries

The Font Srest Higtoric Didtrict medts Nationad Regiger Criteria A and C & the locd level. Under Criterion A, the

district possesses important historical assodations with the resdentia devdopment of Weymouth as influenced by the
concentration of shipbuilding and dhoe manufacturing indudries in the vicinity of Weymouth Landing. In addition, the

aeaailludrates sevard important agoects of community planning, namdy the provision of both green ad civic goeces By
chooding to locate two cameteries, a public park, and a schod campus on land separating the resdences dong FHront and

Smme Stregtsfrom the busnesseslining Washington Street, town planners arested aboundary of open goecelinking the
two goheres of activity.

Unde Criterion C, the didtrict is an example of a higoric neighborhood organized dong a centrd thoroughfare that
exhibits the progresson of popular architectura dyles from the early 18* to early 20* centuries The buildings in the
digrict indude excdlent examples of regpresanted gyles, are in good condition, and retain a high degree of architectural
integrity. The exterior materids of some houses have been modemized with the ingdlation of some vinyl dding ad
replacement windows as the mog prevelent change The didtrict retains strong integrity of location, design, setting,
materids, workmanship, feeling, and assodiaion. The period of dgnificance for the didrict goans from 1720, the
edimaed congruction date of the odldest building in the digtrict, to 1960, the current 50-year cutoff date for Nationa
Regiger digibility.

Ar chitectural Sgnificance

The resdentid buildings in the Front Strest Historic Digtrict condlitute a cohesve grouping of architectural dyles from
the ealy 18 century all the way through to the middle of the 20* century. The Georgian, Federd, Grek Revivd,
[taianate, Quem Anne, Colonid Revival, ad svad ealy 20* century American Syles are al wel represanted, ad
contain anumber of fine examples

(continued)
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Early Development

Situated in Norfolk County twelve miles southeast of Boston, the town of Weymouth was first settled in 1622 by
Europeans, and was incorporated into the Massachusetts Bay Colony by 1630. Weymouth still retains its original 17*-
century boundaries (Beard 1988; MHC 1979). Commercial Street, which lies at the north edge of the Front Street Historic
District, was part of a Native American trail that became the main local coastal road and principal thoroughfare between
Boston and Plymouth in the Colonial period. The main spine of the Front Street Historic District, Front Street, was also
laid out during the 17* century as an important north/south route to Abington.

A dispersed settlement pattern soon developed in the town, with multiple centers of concentration, rather than one
dominant location. While most of Weymouth's early economy was based on agriculture, dairying, and fishing, coastal
access along the north side of town via the Fore River, Back River, and Hingham Bay provided maritime economic
opportunities that defined the early economic basis of Weymouth Landing as a commercial node located on the Fore
River. Shipbuilding on the Fore River in the late 17* century promoted settlement around the mouth of Smelt Brook and
established the core of Weymouth Landing. This area became a significant waterfront shipping and commercial center
from the 18* century until the early 20* century, serving lumber and cargo ships from as far away as Maine and the
Maritime Provinces. The wharves, lumberyards, and shipping areas lie within the Weymouth Landing area,

The Front Street Historic District, located immediately southwest of Weymouth Landing, encompasses the residential
buildings, cemeteries, and a school historically associated with that commercial district. The area defined by the district
was not settled until the early 18* century, and many of the earliest structures built along Front Street have since been
demolished. A history of the area written in the early 20* century indicates that by about 1800 very few houses stood
along Front and Summer streets (WHS 1923:926-927). Of the buildings mentioned in this history, those of the widow
Sarah Kingman, Samuel Hunt, Asa Hunt, and Zachariah Hunt are gone. A "very old house" at the corner of Front and
Summer streets owned by Isaac Phillips about 1800 was replaced several times by newer structures, the latest being the
ca. 1930 house currently on the site (139 Front Street). The oldest surviving building in the district is the Frederick
Cushing House, afive-bay Cape at 160 Front Street (ca. 1720. MHC# 278). Among the other 18th and early 19th-century
houses that remain are the Capes at 174 Front Street (ca. 1750. MHC # 1464) and 28 Broad Street (ca. 1800. MHC
#1420). the two-story Georgian-plan houses at 18-20 Sterling Street (ca. 1760. MHC #1480) and 99 Front Street (ca.
1780. MHC #1448\ and the expanded Cape at 26 Summer Street (ca. 1790. MHC #73). The Whittemore House. 104
Front Street (ca. 1800. MHC #433). is a fine Federal-style house that was owned by James Whittemore, who was in
business with Cotton Tufts, Jr., with a store at Washington Square. By 1858, the property was occupied by C. Thayer, a
member of an early Weymouth Landing settler family. (Clarke 2005:45)

As in other parts of town, cottage-scale shoemaking also supported many 18* century Weymouth Landing and Front
Street residents, although only a few small shop buildings converted to residences remain on the landscape today. Some
have said that the prosperous family-oriented shoe industry in the town of Weymouth began at Weymouth Landing and
spread from there to other villages. The veracity of this view is open to question, but "Front Street was decidedly onthe
map for shoemaking." (Torrey 1933:33)

(continued)
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Supporting a 19''-century Commercial Center

The completion in 1806 of the privatdy financed Weymouth & Braintree Tumpike, which ran through Weymouth
Landing southeegterly to Hingham on the route of present-day Washington Stredt, resuited in the emargance of Weymouth
Landing as the town's leading commercid center, devdoping outward from Washington Squere & the intersection of
Commerdid, Washington, and Front Streets. Continued expanson of the shipbuilding indusiry provided for Weymouth
Landing's, and smultaneoudy Front Street's, importance es afoca point of resdentid and commerda devdopman in
the late 18* ad early 19 centuries

Although population growth in the town levded off in the lag quarter of the 18 century, the 19* century brought
reneved growth, with the largest population increeses (from 1,889 to 2,839 people) occurring betwean 1810 and 1830.
(Beard 1988:8, Humphrey and Torrey 1830) Significant resdential devdopment occurred on the hill west of Washington
Stredt, a5 Front Strest became the neighborhood of choice for progoerous Weymouth Landing merchants By 1830,
goproximatdy 24 sructures were linearly aranged aong both sdes of Front Street. (Humphrey and Torrey 1830) Larger
high-style houses such & 70 Front Street (ca 1810. MHC  # 95) were added to the amell cottages thet areedy dotted the
drestscepe. The local author and inventor Edmund Soper Hunt (1827-1909) wes born inthe house a 78 Front Sret (ca
1810. MHC #96). At that time, his cousin Elbridge Gerry Hunt owned the house and lived inthe north sde of it. In 1831,
Edmund's father Mgor Elias Hunt moved his family acrossthe roed to the housea 106 Front Street (caw 1810. MHC #97)
ovned by boot menufecturer James T. Reese (Hunt 1907:9,29) Edmund debbled briefly in the family boot and dhoe
manufacturing business, but opened his own fireworks shop on Broad Stret in 1856 and later produced and sold ledies
fansas well. In 1877, his expaiments with firearms resulted in the invention of a maritime lifesaving device usd by the
United Sates Lifesaving Board. A lifelong resdent of Weymouth, Hunt wrote a short memoir of his experiencesinthe
town in 1907. (Kevitt 1981)

Shoameking aso continued to play a pat in the loca economy. In 1837, Weymouth hed a population of nearly 3400

people, of whom about 1,300 were engaged in shoemeking. (Kevitt 1981:85) The Front Street Historic Didtrict contains

ome remindas of the early nature of this indudry on the landscgpe The centra manufacturing shop, from which various
phesss of the work were put out to local hoamekears devdoped rapidly after 1820, Severd Weymouth shoamekers hed

their resdences dong Front Sireet, some with shops located adjacant to or acrossthe dreet from the houses In the 18305

dhoameker Frederick Cushing resded & 160 Front Street (ca 1720. MHC #278) and hed a shop oppodite. The dwelling &

O Font Sreet (ca 1780. MHC #1448) housed the Old Bill Wallace Soe Shaop in the mid 19* century and wes the

resdence of Jon E. Hunt, aboot and dhoe manufacturer, in the late 19 century. (Sullivan and Tighe 2001:20)

The expanding residentid neighborhood adjacent to Weymouth Landing soon required the addition of civic inditutions to
save the community. Most churches erected their buildings a the bottom of the hill dope near the commerad center,
outdde the digtrict. Ten cameteries are d <0 located in the town outdde the digtrict, including the Old North Burid Ground
(ca 1678. MHC #3802) in the Medtinghouse Nationa Regiser Higtoric Didtrict (NR pending) located in North Weymouth.
However, the hillsde traversed by Front Street wes sdected in the first half of the 19 century &s the preferred location for
two locd burid grounds within the district, cregting a precedent for the consarvation of the land bewean Font ad
Washington Stregts s relatively undeveoped open goece

(continued)
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The parish of the Union Church of Weymouth and Braintree esablished the Aswood Cametarv in 1819 (MHC #301) on
a narrow lot betwean Broad and Front Stregts, and actively ussd the cameiery until about 1900. The Union Religious
Soddy of Weymouth and Braintree was formed in 1810 by members of the first dhurches of the two towns to address
their desre for a more convenient house of worship, prompted by both the consderable digance to the origind churches
and the growing prominence of Weymouth Landing. The society, comprised mostly of Weymouth resdents, dismantled
the Hollis Srest Church in Boson and relocated and remodded it on its current Braintree Ste (Weymouth Higtorica
Soddy 1885:111-112). Ealy family names in the cangay assodaed with Weymouth Landing indude Job Nagh and
Samud Newcomb, who fought in the American Revolution. (Weymouth Historical Commisson Vertica Fles nd))

The Weymouth Village Camaav (ca 1843. MHC #808) was edeblished on a large lot further up the hill between Front
and Washington Stregts The Gothic Revival granite Camaey Chapd (ca 1870. MHC #101) wes condructed there
svad decadeslaer. Later lots were added to the cameery, extending it to Hunt Strest on the north, and south dmod to
Congress Stredt. By 1917, the lot lines matched those of the presant day, with the exception of the comer lot & Congress
and Front Strests Graves include American Revolution soldier Samud Whitmarsh. (WHC Vertical Fles nd)

Shifting Economy

The condruction of the South Shore Railroad in 1849 directly through Weymouth Landing (on the route of the presant
MBTA Grembush Line) sourred new growth in the area The Old Colony Railroad acquired this route as ane of its
branches in 1877. (Kevitt 1981:67) The area saw a rgpid influx of both population and busness from 1830 to 1870.
However, as rail trangport began to replace maritime shipping &s the primary means of moving goods within the country,
the damand for Weymouth Landing's shipbuilding industry significantly dedined and the loca economy shifted
somewhat. Weymouth Landing emerged as a mgor transshipment point with emnphads on the lumber indudry and cod
dorage The shoamaking business continued to be presant in the local economic landscgpe through the end of the 19+
century, as the indudtry thrived with the damands brought on by the Civil War. The town's boot and dhoe manufecturers
wedhered the nationd hard times of 1873 and continued to prosper, reeching their peek production in the 1830s This
may have baan due to the exceptiondly high-quality reputation of Weymouth's footwear. In 1885, Arthur C. Hedd ad
Ezra H. Seon organized and founded the Stetson Shoe Compary on Main Stret in South Weymouth (outsde the
digtrict), esablishing a chain of retail gores beginning in 1893 Setson dhoes weare heavily advetissd and enjoyed
naiond popularity, enabling the company to reman in budness until 1973, the lagt of the town's adtive doe
manufacturing firms. (Kevitt 1981) By the lale 19¢ century, a commercid didrict was etablidhed dong Washington
Stret, elso outdde the didtrict.

Sde dredts connecting Front Street to Washington Street begen to gppear by the mid 19 century (Walling 1853), and
additiond eegt-west branching continued to occur as the number of dwellings in the areaincreesed. (Shaman  1876) By
1876, densdy dugtered buildings extended down Summe Street pedt Garfield Avenue. (Bers 1876) Severd |large edates
still occupied larger open goeces in the eedtan half of the digtrict, including the Warren and Anne (Bates) Weston edate
(on the current Ste of Weston Park). Maria Weston Chgpmen (1806-1885), the oldest of the sx Weston children who
Foat her lad years & the edtate, was anoted abolitionist and hdped organize the Bogon Femde Anti-Savery Soddly in
1832 An accomplished writer, e wrote saverd anti-davery tracts and edited the Liberator, a newspepar soonsored by

(continued)
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William Lloyd Garrison. The Setson edate was located on the triangular land endosad by Front, Broad, and Setson

Strests adjacent to the Aswood Cametery and the Lincoln Grammar Schoadl (autwo-story wood building thet good on a
large town-owned ot on the south Sde of Broad Sireet until the 1950s). Other large lots remained & the southeestem ed
of Front Sreet near the Weymouth Village Cametary.

Asin ealier decades many of the progperous ditizens of Weymouth Landing built high-style resdences dong Front and

mme Sregts  The handsome Itaianate house a 20 Front Street (ca. 1875. MHC #91) was occupied in 1876 by Frands
Ambler, an gpothecary and druggist with a busness on Commerdd Strest. Carpenter Ebenezer W. Ridhards lived in the
house & 43 Summer Stret (ca 1850. MHC #12) in 1876, his carpentry shop was houssd in an outbuilding no longer
danding on the property. (Shaman 1876) Milton H. Reed, proprietor of aclothing sore in Washington Squere, probably
built the large omate Itaiianate house & 28 Front Stret (caw 1872 MHC #430) and lived there from ebout 1876 to 1902

(MHC Inventory Form 2000) The house a 35 Font Srest (ca 1875. MHC #431). now dtered, wes the resdence of
Solon W. Rrat from ebout 1875 to 1902. Prat wes a deder in doves furnaces, ranges, kitchen fumishings, plumbing,
ad roofing, with a shop in Washington Square (MHC Inventory Form 2000) Lewis M. Prat, co-ovner of the
Whittemore House a 104 Front Strest (ca 1800. MHC #433) in 1876, wes aderk a the dore; while the other co-owner,

James T. Peess wias a boot manufacturer.

As the boot and shoe manufacturing industry in Weymouth expanded throughout the second half of the 19* century,
larger esablisments goreed from Weymouth Landing down Front and Summe Stredts as well. Although the current
house dates to the 19205 in 1876 the property of 27 Summe Sireet (caw 1920. MHC #11) bdonged to Frederick E. Cook
and hed a dhoe manufectory & the beck of the property. By 18388, it wes cdled Cook, Sterling & Company, Boot and
Se Manufactory; and directories reference Cook's resdence ad a large outbuilding & the rear from 1838 to 1910.
(MHC Inventory Form) Other amdl shoe manufacturing esablishments in the district shown on Sanbom mgpsindude the
A. T. Cushing Boot and Shoe Factory, part of which may reman es areddence & 9 Glines Avenue (MHC #1474); the M.
C. Nash Boot and Shoe Manufactory (no longer extant) behind the house & 93 Front Strest (MHC #1446); the C. P. Hunt
& Co. Boot & Shoe Fadtory (no longer extant) just outsde the district on Sterling Stret; and the Tilden & Coson Soe
Shop (no longer extant) on Tilden Stret & the rear of the houseat 112-114 Front Strest (MHC #1451). By 1904, modt of
the shops exogat A. T. Cushing and the smal stitch shop on Tilden Strest were gone. (Sanborn 1888, 1894, 1899, 1904)

The only surviving medium-sze commercia/indudtria building in the district is located a 122 Front Street (caw 1885.
MHC #100) on the corner of Broad Sirest. By 1888, it was occupied by A. W. Hunt & Compeny, which menufactured
cartons for boots and shoeswith dorege in the besament, cutting on the first floor, and pagting on the seoond floor. By
180 it wes vecat; in 1910 it houssd agrocery, ad it wes later converted to gpatments A greanhouse wes located on
Front Stret oppodte the entrance to the Ashwood Cametery from the 1880s until about 1925, presumablly in the busness
of providing flower arangaments for funerals and graves It wes assodated with 139 Front Strest (MHC #1457) onthe
lots now occupied by 147 and 151 Front Strest (MHC #1459. 1461). (Sanborn 1888, 1834, 1904, 1910, 1917, 1927)

Vay little nonresdentia congtruction occurred in the Front Street ditrict throughout the 19* century. In 1867 the Trinity
Episcopa Church formed & Weymouth Landing and recongructed the Cegpe homesteed of the late Atherton W. Tilden a
& Front Sregt (MHC #1441) es a church. (WHS 1885:123-124) After nearly 100 years of worship & the Front Stret
location. Trinity Church rdlocated in 1960 to anew building & 241 Broad Strest, outsde the didtrict. From 1881-1882 the
town erected the first Hunt Schod (demolished by 1940) next to the Lincoln School on Broad Stret, in the open area

(continued)
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separaing the Front Street resdences from the increesingly commercid Washington Street artery.  The new schod wesa
wood gructure with four rooms and ahall, costing $16,837, and designed by the architect S S Woodcock. In the late 19*
century, thejunction & the"Y" intersection of Front and Summa Strests was named Garfield Square, no doulat in honor
of Pre3dent James A. Garfield who wes assssdnated in 1881. It contained around weter resarvoir or fountain. (Senbom
1888; Whiting 1940)

Commuter Suburb

The introduction of the Old Colony Strest Railway sysem in 1895 expanded resdentia opportunities in the late 19¢ ad
ealy 20* centuries, as Weymouth became a commuter suburb of Bodon.  The principa route of the ralway pessd

through Weymouth Landing dong Broad Street, and a sscondary route extended to South Weymouth via Front and Main
Strets In the mid 19205 trolleys were phessd out and replaced by bus sarvice for local, suburben, and commuter

pessengas Limited shipbuilding continued a Weymouth Landing into the 1930s The ghoe indudtry remaned active &5
well, dthough by 1930 only three budnesses were till operating in the town.

Front Stret continued to be the neighborhood of choice for locd busnessmen such a Richmond Clgpp, who built his
house & 47 Front Sreet (ca 1885 MHC #432). Clapp wes a proprietor of the Augusius W. Clgpp Shoe Manufacturing
Company located on Tremont Street in Weymouth Landing. The Colonia Reviva-style house a 15 Simmear Sret (ca
1915. MHC #513). and possibly an earlier house on the Site, were occupied by Frands Parry, aladies e manufacturer
in Lynn, and Horence Pary from 1911 to the late 1930s (MHC Inventory Form)

Professond offices or combined resdences/offices began to gopear by the end of the 19 century dong Front Srest. The
Clgop House a 38 Front Street (1900. MHC #92) was built by aMr. Clgpp in 1900 on the Ste of the house and office of
Dr. Noah Fifield (1783-1867), which is sad to have bemn moved to the corner of Elliot and Front Stredts (possibly the
house & 69 Front Street. MHC #94). Dr. Fifield wes a prominent physician throughout the South Shore, and is buried in
the Weymouth Village Cametery. His son, Dr. William Cranch Fifield (1828-1896), practiced in Weymouth for a few
years before moving to Dorchester. (Kevitt 1981:128-129) A savies of doctors from 1919 to the present have occupied
the Solon W. Pratt House & 35 Front Street (ca 1875. MHC #431). (Hunt 1907)

The digtrict experienced someinfill congruction of both large and modes housesin the early decedes of the 20* century,
reinforcing the aredls overarching resdential character. The bungdow a 62 Front Street (ca 1920. MHC #1435) wes the
home of Everet Mcintosh in the 19205 a teecher and the parks commissoner for many years (Sullivan ad Tighe
2001:20) Another contemporary Craftsman bungalow & 27 Summar Street (ca. 1920. MHC #11) wes condructed onthe
dte of property owned by various individuadsinvolved in the shoe indudtry badk to ca 1830. Larger Colonid Revivd
houses continued to be popular, such as those built & 50 and 54 Front Srest (ca 1920. MHC #1431, 1432) on land
formerly belonging to the Wegon estate, and a 139 Front Siret (ca 1930. MHC #1457). which replaced an earlier house
a the intersection of Front and Summer Strests

(continued)
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Ealy 20*-century civic improvements and mantenance were ongoing. In 1904, the town resurfaced Front Street with
gravd ad repared the Sdewdk with crushed done (Town of Weymouth 1904:137) A photogrgph from the 1920s dhows
that Front Strest wees lined with mature dms (now logt to dissess) and younger infill trees planted in agrass strip betwean
the gret and the sdewek on one sde. (Sullivan and Tighe 2001:20) By this time, it gopears the srest hed an agphet
aurface with asdewak on one sde and dectric pdes on the gppodte Sde, but no dreat lamps aevishble.

By the early 20* century the education nesds of the area hed expanded, reaulting in the condruction of the new Hunt
School. 45 Broad Stregt (1915-1917. MHC #304) on the same lot & the 19*-century school, an eight-room, brick.
Colonid Revivd dructure cogting, with equipment, $42,997. The architects were Clarence P. Hoyt & Curtis W. Bixby,
with officesa 8 Beeoon Stregt in Boston. (Weymouth Historical Sodety 1923:658, 661 (image); Beard 1988) Hoyt &
Bixby aso desgned the Edward B. Nevin School, atenroom brick school erected in 1917 & Main and Columbian Srests
in South Weymouth (outsde the district). According to the Massachuseits Department of Public Safety Records, architect
Howard B. S Prexoott of Bagon did desgn work on the Hunt Schodl in 1929. (Mass. Dept of Public Sefety Reocords
1915, 1929) The Hunt Schod weas sold to a private party around 1990 and is now owned by the South Share Chrigtian

Acadamy.

The gpproximatdy ten-acre Ste of the former Weston Egtate, which induded & ane time a large wood Itdianate-style
house neer Waghington Street, wes acquired by the town in 1929 for the sum of $10,000. Ore of the lagt remaining
undevdopad parcds within the digtrict, this Ste was chosan to serve as a public park for town resdents The desgnation
of Weson Pak (1927-29. MHC #945) essentialy crested a buffer between busy Weashington Stret and the quiet Front
Strest neighborhood. Initia improvements included attention to drainege and the esteblishment of a playground, bal field,
tennis courts, and skating pond. (Kevitt 1981:123-124; Sullivan and Tighe 2001:13; Town of Weymouth 1926:52, 56-57;
1930:189)

By the 19405 the district was basicaly built out, and with the exoeption of afew houses very little new congruction hes
occurred dnce the end of World War 11, Typicd postwar subdivison neighborhoods are adjacent to, but outsde, the
digtrict. The lag pessenger cars ran on the Old Colony Railroad in 1959, dthough freight service continued. The rise of
cx trave as the dominant mode of transportation is evident inthe digtrict by the number of housesthat were ather built
with, or later added, amdl detached garages Today, the neighborhood continues to provide single-family housng ad
open goece for the residents of Weymouth, near one of the town's main centersof commercid activity.

Archaeological Sgnificance

Snce pattems of andent Native American ssttlement in Weymouth are poorly understood, any surviving Stes could be
dgnificant. Andent Stes in the digtrict locale may contribute important information rdated to Native subddence ad
stlement pattansin the Boston Harbor watershed.  Ancient dtes might also contribute information about the rdationship
betwemn important regiond Native core aress dong the Ngponsgt and Charles River eduaries to the west and north, and
the Aymouth area to the south.  Ancient dtes in the digrict might dso contain important information about the
rdationship betwean Native sociopalitical groups in the Bogon Harbor drainege that indudes mogt of the town, and the
Taunton River drainage and North and South Rivers of the South Coedtdl drainage that include smdl aress of the town
dong its southem border.

(continued)
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Higtoric archaeologica resources destribed above mey contribute important evidence rdaed to the early stttlement of the
Front Srest Higtoric Didtrict, the larger Weymouth Landing ares, the growth and evolution of the boot and dhoe
manufacturing indudtry, and the socid, cultural, and economic lives of the didtrict's inhabitants.

Additiond higtoricad reseerch, combined with archaeologica aurvey and teding, may locate Sructurd evidence ad
rdated archeeologicad featuresfrom 17* through 20* century resdences and industria buildings no longer extat inthe
didrict today. While no evidence of 17+ century sattlement is known, the dose proximity of the digtrict to known
stlement dating to the 1620s in the northem part of town mekes settlement from that period in the didrict locde a
didinct posshility. Known settlement in the digtrict did not ocour until the early 18+ century, and may of these early
dructures have 9nce baan demalished. While some 18*-century  buildings survive, al date from 1750 ad later. No pre-
1750 dructures dating from the didtrict's early period of sattlement survive. Detailed mgpping of sructurd evidence from
resdences, barns, outbuildings, and the location of occupationd-rdated features may hdp recongruct the early Front
Strest sHtlement locus, the architecturdl features of early homes bams and outbuildings and their intema  configuration
within eerly farmgieads. Much of this information can dso be obtained for 19*-cantury resdences no longer extant and
for exiging 18*' and 19*-cantury homes

Structurd evidence from bams and outbuildings mey dso contribute important information related to their architectural
charecteridics and functiona variability during specific time periods and over time. Additiona higorical research,
combined with archeeologica survey, testing, and architecturd andyss of extant resdences, may contribute important
evidence that these structures were previoudy bams and/or boot-and-ghoe manufacturing hops after farms asessd to exist
and boot and dhoe indudries collgpsed.  Similar information mey aso survive for bams and outbuildings thet survive as
acheeologicd dtes While architectura features of buildings that survive as extant resources and archaeologicd  Stes
mey be usd to identify the initia functions of bams, domestic/indudtrial outbuildings, and their trangition to resdentia
dructures, detailed andyds of the contents of occupationd-rdated featuresmay contribute more specific evidence of the
initid function of rdaed buildings and pattems of adgptive reuse

Dedailed andyds of the contents of occupationd-rdaied festures maey contribute direct evidence of the functiona
variability of rdated outbuildings and resdences Features and dructures that hed more domedtic functions may contain
evidence of food procesing, consumption, and wade while smilar features assodated with industrid activities may
contain evidence of boot and shoamaking technology, rav maerids, and products manufactured. Archaeologica remans
of bans, outbuildings, and occupationd-rdated features are important because of the detaled information they contain,
and because they usudly survive with both archaeologicd Stesand extant dructures

Higtoric archaeologicd resources desribed ebove a the Adwood Cangay and Weymouth Village Camgay d<o have
the potentid to contribute important information on the socid, cultural, and economic characteridics of one of the earliest
Massechusetts coedd  communities as it evolved from an agraian community with maritime interess to an economy
where oe manufecture played amgor role.

(continued)
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Additiona documentary ressarch, combined with archeeological survey and testing within and around the current
camdery boundaries, can identify the full range of graves ad burid patterns present & eech cemetery.  The Adwood
Cameay currently contains gpproximatdy 60 heedsonesin a068 aore area. Approximately 2,500 to 3000 sones have
bem identified in the gpproximately ten-acre Weymouth Village Cametery.  Unmarked graves ae probably presantin
ech cemeey, ad the current pattern of the gravesones maey nat, in every indance, represent their actud placement.
Gravegones were frequently removed from older cemeteries, then later replaced, a times in different locations. Some
dones were a0 potentialy erected a8 commemorative sones by desoendants of individuds after their desths This
scenario hes bean obsaved a other burying grounds in Massachuseits Archaeological reseerch can hdp identify these
gaves & well as later unmarked graves resulting from stolen, dameged, and overgrown dones.  Eighteenth- and 19+-
century unmarked graves may <o be presant, representing paupars and other unknown parsons Archaeological resserch
can d<o hdp test the accurecy of the exigting boundaries a the cematlery. These bounds may not accuratdy represant the
actud camday boundaries Some burids, possbly those of unknown persons paupas, or other indigent pasons mey
have intentionaly bean buried outdde the camalery boundary.  Artifact digtributions mey d<o be present assodated with
funerary or memorid sarvices for specific individuds a their time of degth or individuals and groupings of individuds
(possbly the entire cemetery) a later dates

Much of the aove information can be obtained through unobtrusive archaeologicd reseerch. That is, information can be
obtained by mapping artifact concentrations and the locations of features such as grave shafts and pog malds without
digurbing actud skdetd remains Socid, culturd, and economic information relating to the 18" and 19*-century
Weymouth settlement can be obtained in this manner; however, more detadled sudies can be implemented through the
actua excavation of burids and their andyss Odeologicd dudies of individuas interred at the burid ground havethe
potentid to offer a wedth of information relating to the overdl phydcd gopesrance of the town's inhabitants, thair
occupaions nutrition, pathologies, and cause of death. This information can be usad to determine the actud number of
individuds interred at the burid ground. The overdl context of the grave, including materid culture reamans, can provide
information on burid prectices, religious beliefs, economic gatus, family sructure, and numerous other topics rdating to
the individua, overdl settlement, and the Congregationa society.

(end)
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Continuation of UTM References

19.3379424675178
19.337976.4675044
19.3380934675065
19.338170467480
19.338001.4674815
19.3378334674507
19.337664.4674865
19.3376254674864
19.3376204674939
19.3374904674893
19.337448.4674931
19.337432.4675172
19.337401.4675330

QUOoZE=rx&=—xTOmm

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries of the Front Streat Higtoric Didtrict are shown on the atteched district megp, which ddinegtes assessor’s
mges ad lots These boundaries follow the rear lot lines of properties on both Sdes of Front Stredt, from Waghington
Sreet on the north to Sietson Squiare on the south, but extending to the eedt to indude Weston Park and severd propearties
adong Franklin and Broad Stredts to the southeedt to include the Weymouth Village Cametey and sevard propeties
dong Hunt Stred, to the southwest to incdude proparties on ether Sde of Summea Stret to Rosan Avenue, ad to the
west to indude properties on severd additional Sde dredts

Boundary Judification

The Front Street Historic District encompessss the resdentia section of Weymouth that developed in the 18" and 19*
centuries concurrently with the Weymouth Landing waterfront shipping and commercid canter to the north. The
boundaries follow legdly recorded property lines Peripherd commerdd dructures and 20™-century subdivisons are
exduded. Along the western boundary, buildings with mgjor additions or dterationsthat significantly dosoure the origina
design, masing, and other character-defming features have bean exduded as well.

(end)
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PHOTOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
Front Street Higoric Digtrict, Weymouth, Norfolk County, Massachusdts

Photographer: Quinn Stuart
Date of Photographs: March and April, 2008

L ocation of Original Photographs PAL, 210 Longdale Avenue, Pawtudke, RI

Phatograph Numbe and Description of View:

1 Adwood Cemetery, 39 Broad Stredt, view looking southwest toward Front Street

2. Weymouth Village Cemetary, 339 Waghington Stret, view looking esst toward Front Strest with Cametery Chepd in
badground

3. Wegon Park, Waghington, Broad, and Summer Stredts, view looking west from Front Street entrance
4. Hunt Schodl, 45 Broad Stredt, view southwest from the comer of Stetson and Broad sredts

5. Feoad gyle Cgpe Cod Cottage, 160 Front Stret, view looking northeest

6. View looking southeedt & 75, 79, and 81 Front Stret

7. Fedad gyle reddence 106 Front Strest, view looking northeast

8. Sregscgpe looking southwest on Front Stredt, showing resdencesa 94, 98, 104, 112-114 Fornt Stregt
9. ltdianate yle resdence, 43 Front Stredt, view looking et

10. Colonid Reviva gyle reddence, 15 Summe Stredt, view looking northeest

11. Commerdd building, 15-17 Front Stredt, view looking west

12 Fomer indugtrid building, 9 Glines Avenue, view looking northwest

13 Quemn Are Syle residence, 47 Front Stret, view looking west

14. Former shop outbuilding a 27 Wanut Avenue, view looking north

15. Fomer bam outbuilding @ 35 Summer Strest, view looking south

(end)
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Aerial View of North End of Front Street



NPS Form 10-900 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet Front Street HD
Weymauth (Norfalk), MA
Section number maps. lllustrations Page _4

Aerial View of Front and Broad Streets, showing Weston Park
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Map of the Town of Weymouth, Mass., 1830
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Map of the Town of Weymouth, M A, 1853
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Map of Weymouth Landing, 1876
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The base information contained in this map was supplied
to PAL as a professional courtesy for informational and

illustrative purposes only. PfiL makes no warranties, either
expressed or implied, regarding the fithess or suitability of this
map for any other purpose than to depict the location and/or
results of cultural resource investigations conducted by PAL
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The Commonwealth of Massachus\ItS:
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwedlth....
Massachusatts Historical Commission

November 10, 2010

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Register of Historic Places
Department of thelnterior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8"'floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosad plesse find the following nomination form:
Front Street HD, Weymouth (Norfolk), MA

The nomination hes been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has bean dgned by the
Sate Higtoric Preservation Officer. The owners of the properties in the district were notified of
pending State Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded
the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

endosure

CC: Theodore Clarke, Weymouth Historical Commission
Mayor Susen Kay
Virginia Adams, Jenny Fields, PAL, consultants
JamesF. Clarke, ., Jody Lehrer, Planning & Community Devel opment

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.sec.satemausmhc



