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TH-CBD 476 pr^n • ^ 
BOSTON LAOTMARKS COMMISSION Building Informatioa Form Form No. Area 

NR lnd.#-nr'^Lj 

ADDRESS 263-265 Tremont ^QĴ  Seaver Place ( a l l e 

* f f A ^ Sam S. Shubert T h e a t r e / same 
present original 

. ' • MAP No. 2i4N/l2E SUB AREA Theatre 
b u i l d i n g pe rmi t 4/28/1908 

• . DATE I 9 0 8 - I 9 I O * opening I / 2 V 1 9 1 0 • 
? • V . „ *present facade laxes I'rom I'^zp , 

., " (source: photos and A t l a s ) 3»5 
(Photo) ' _V ' t ARCHITECT H i l l . James and Whi taker ( p e r m i t ) 

source 

\ > ' , BUHDER W. H . KRveR & Co ( p e r m i t ) . 
, • • ;•. ••• . source Shubert Organiza-

\ ' Begun by Chas H . Bond . ^ l o n I n c . 
y f i . ''''.. OWNER Completed by Shubert / c / ^ H-f.-Marlcnwi t7. 

-••-;: .,. 7./ Holciing Co. present 244 W. 44th S t . 

: • • . -• • PHOTOGRAPHS 1 / 6 , 2 / 5 . 79 \ ^ 

Ward 5. Pa rce l # 63 UTM#19/329820/4690500 

TYPE (resifiential) single double row 2-fam. 3-<ieck ten apt, '"''  
(non::residential} t h e a t r e and o f f i c e s • 

NO. OF STORIES ( I s t to cornice) 2 ( e q u i v a l e n t t o plus 
' •• ' • • 3 i n h e i g h t ) 

ROOF f 1 a'̂ ^ cupo 1 a do rme rs 

MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) brick (gton^ limestoneconcrete iron/steel/alum. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION Symmetr ica l , c l a s s i c a l l y - i n s p i r e d 1925 t h e a t r e .^-'t' " 
entrance f e a t u r i n g o r i g i n a l 19IO wrought i r o n and g lass marquee.-
Second s t o r y dominated by c e n t r a l P a l l a d i a n - m o t i f window w i t h f i n e l y 
carved tympanum. E l e v a t i o n t e rmina t ed by m o d i l l i o n c o m i c e and parapet 
w i t h b l i n d balus t rade, over cen te r bay. ... ... v -

EXTERIOR ALTERATION ( T ^ ^ i ; ^ moderate drastic 1910 facade rep laced by 1925 
facade, which nas minor alterati> 

C O N D I T I O N ^ I ^ fair poor L̂OT AREA 17.^03 sq. feet 

NOTEWORTHT SITE CHARACTERISTICS Rear facade on Warrenton S t , p a r k i n g l o t 

t o sou th . 

V SIGNIFICANCE ("cont'd on reversed The Shubert 
. ' / i s s i g n i f i c a n t as a w e l l - p r e s e r v e d example 

.; o f the e a r l y 20th cen tu ry Adamesque t h e a t r e 
V •' " • 0 i n t e r i o r and as the scene o f many n o t a b l e 

(Map) ^ ••7.)'fi::-"-:. t h e a t r i c a l performances . T t s marnuee i s 
'••:'' 7y'-''•-''' •.. • - : impor tan t as the l a s t o f i t s k i n d i n Boston. 

• i . • , •,. . " T h e e c l e c t i c i n t e r i n r - r i n R p i T - e d h y t h e 
; v « ^ v-'ir . : . , . . palace a t Verscxlles and the L o u i s XIV, XV 

. Jgi and yVT pp-ri nf^.q.aor"'^'^"^° + °'=' ^•'^^^ ^'^'^ 
I : V*- 7 been praised f o r i t s comfortable seats, 

^ coziness and "mellow richness." Lobby 
(NRI) June, 1979 ^ paintings a f t e r Boucher are by Henry Bodge 

- ' - " ' O E C • 9 "1980" 



;.<?7 

Moved; date if known 

Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural ~ 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 93^*2" 
Communication ~ 
Community/ 
develooment 

X 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 
humanitarian 

Transportation 

,Si cjnce (include .explanation of themes checked above) 
' y.lyu iTi^'olvyd Wi l l i i n t e r i o r s a t the W i l b u r , C o l o n i a l and P^nell, ^arulii I'mi C 

M a j e s t i c . P e n n e l l ' s f i r m , P e n n e l l , Gibbs & Q u i r i n g , d i d i n t e r i o r d e c o r a t i o n . ' 
The p r i n c i p a l a r c h i t e c t , Thomas M. James (1875-1942) p r a c t i c e d w i t h C l i n t o n 

M. H i l l be fo re o r g a n i z i n g , in^^-909'» h i s own a r c h i t e c t u r e and eng ineer ing f i r m 
s p e c i a l i z i n g i n banks. He a l so designed the Union-Warren Savings and present 
Post O f f i c e i n the t h e a t r e area. I n 1925 Tremont S t . was widened by 20 f t . a long 
the west side o f the Shubert b l o c k , an a c t i o n r e q u i r i n g d e m o l i t i o n o r a l t e r a t i o n 
o f a l l b u i l d i n g s on the Shubert s i d e . The marb le - faced James facade was replace^ 
by the present l imes tone entrance, w i t h o r i g i n a l marquee^ f r o m 1910 r e - e r e c t e d . 

The Shubert was b u i l t f o r drama and opened w i t h Shakespeare's "The Taming of 
the Shrew" s t a r r i n g E . H . So them and J u l i ^ Marlow. T h e a t r i c a l h i g h p o i n t s have 
i n c l u d e d the f i r s t Boston performances by^^Jolm'cfielgud ., Maurice Evans and S i r 
Lawrence O l i v i e r and the 1917 performance by John Barrymore, on'e o f the .. 
g r ea t e s t 29th cen tu ry Am. a c t o r s . 

The t h e a t r e was named f o r Sam S. Shubert , c a l l e d " the founder o f the indep­
endent t h e a t r e movement," o l d e s t o f t h ree Shubert b ro the r s and the f i r s t to 
become i n v o l v e d i n t h e a t r e management i n the l 8 8 0 ' s . A f t e r Sam's death i n a 
t r a i n wreak i n 1905» h i s b ro the r s Lee and Jacob went on to dominate l e g i t i m a t e * 
t h e a t r e i n t h e - I s t . i i a l f o f . t h e 20th centur-y, - c o n t r o l l i n g ' a t one t i m e the Plymoutl 
Copley, M a j e s t i c , C o l o n i a l , W i l b u r and Boston Opera House as w e l l as the Shubert 

The.-Jtheatre .was, beaun b-y Chas. H,, .Bond bu t ^^aken^a^^er. d u r i n g - c o n s t r u c t i o n by Preservation Tonsfneratron raccessioility, re-use possini l i t ies . cap^xty 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, u t i l i t i e s , context) "̂ ê Shuberts a f t e r 

- • Bond's uh ' t imely death: 
• P r e se rva t i on Recommendations: N a t i o n a l Reg i s t e r ( i n d i v i d u a l l i s t i n g ) 

' ' o r g a n i z a t i o n 
Current Status; Still operated by the Shubert. ^^as a legitimate 
theatre. ' .. •:. '-'rfi 

Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deedg, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) 

! • Boston H e r a l d , Jan 23, I910 , p . 17 (desc. o f t h e a t r e ) * 
2 . Boston Globe. Jan. 23, I 9 1 0 , p . 41 " 
3 ' Broadway Down East by E l l i o t N o r t o n , Boston 1978. (see photo o f =: 

o r i g i n a l facade , p . 23) 
4 . O b i t u a r i e s o f Lee Shubert (12/25/1953) and Jacob Shubert (12/25/63)  

i n New York Times 
5. See A t l a se s o f 1922 and 1928 f o r p r o o f o f s t r e e t w iden ing ; a l so 

"Take Down" p e r m i t s a t C i t y H a l l B u i l d i n g Department 



•'t'''••• fi-f" 

9. Major Bibiiographical References 

See continuation sheets, Section 9 UTM NOT VERIFI'D 

10. Geographical Data A3:.EAGE NOT VERTIO 
Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name Bos ton Sou th 

UMT References 

" l l A j |3 |2 |9 |9 .4 .0 I |4 f |9 ,0 |6 ,5 ,0 
Zone Easting Nortliing 

see individual and area forms 
Quadrangle scale 1 " - 2 5 ^000 ' 
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_L J L J Hi • I I I • I . • I I I I I I I I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification The southern boundary of the Theatre Area starts at a 

oint on Washington St., 520' south of the intersection of Kneeland & Washington. From this point i t 
uns due west along an arbitrary straight line to a point on Charles St. South 442' south of Stuart 
treet. From thence i t follows Charles St. South one block north to the intersection of Stuart St., 

List a l l s t a t e s and coun t i es for p roper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Candace Jenkins. Reqistrat ion Director  

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission 

by Pamela Fox Boston Landmarks Commission 

date 

street & number 294 Washington street telephone ( ^ 1 7 ) 727 -8470 

city or town Boston, state MA 02108 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this propertywithin the state isj^ 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth/bv the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

^^^^^^ 

HCRS use only 
I hereby certify^4*jat this proRer+v's mrSw»f?»«f in the Nationai Register 

< r / ' ' * ^ ^ e r of 

Attest^ 

hief of Registratjg^ 

GPO 938 8 3S 



Property^^ WluM^/. 1 > ^ . . d u . ^ 

State UY)^ (? y j -̂rŷ  Working Number / y i cm -^^/TV >hk/ 
T E C H N I C A L " . CONTROL 

Maps /^i / 3 " ' ' " ' 

J J U ^ 'T^̂ ôJCU^̂  A ^ ^ U A M iKAJuA U A f f A ^ l U c ^ ^ - ik f ^ a J l C l i AAjdvA-e^JxAM. H I S T O R I A N 

Anikfi'tJb AA-^CCLtJienn (Ajd^K ih choWfU>r«jinJ d iW VjvvyfcnJjfc^vOf Mo^foM, 4vutc4^ lfU.UAtu( ClA^pJ'f 

Ji ̂ ^/^^ruM ̂ b"' ̂  i^i^c^Ht^. OhcUdAXS^ CLVJ. h^cLunJUtA -buXji^s PO^JCAI^ 

AW^LUAJU^-^/^^ ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 
Ji*wvip/e<i '^e^^^Li^ t^ikbStu i-kd <kAxlo^A. 'tm fy$:fo>^ l*) fUL^cA. Ohio U a ^(^Ayrv^uXXlfh 

. ~ ~ ~ " ARCHEOLOGIST 

OTHER 

HAER 
Inventory 

Review 

REVIEW UNIT C H I E F 

. •'''. • '.fî •̂'' •.'•• - •' 

BRANCH CHIEF 

KEEPER 

National Register Write-up Send-back Entered DEC Q 
Federal Register Entry Re-submit 

• '• • • • - ' •• • '/'̂v:-•. : :> ' . • • • I 
United States Depaiptment of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service . 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000272 

•••Jt>: 

••'fif", 


