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BOBION LAOMBRS CMMISSI AN Bui | ding Informatioa Form FormNb. Area
NR Ind.#-nr'~Lj
ADDRESS 263-265 Tremont "Q* Seaver Place (alle
* f f A San S. Shubert Theatre/ same
present original
' . MAP No. 2i4N/I2E SUB ARFA  Theatre
building permit 4/28/1908
. DATE 1908-1910* opening 1/2V 1910 -
? . V. , *present facade laxes I'rom I'"zp ,
, " (source: photos and Atlas) 3»5
(Photo) * V't ARCHITECT Hill. James and Whitaker (permit)
source
\ o> , BUHDER W. H. KRveR & Co (permit) .
, . oo source Shubert Organiza-
\ Begun by Chas H. Bond . ~lon Inc.
yfi. ™ OMNER Completed by Shubert / c/~ H-f.-Marlcnwi t7.
e . T.] Holciing Co. present 244 W. 44th St.
. . .o HOOERARS1 /6,2/5. 79 \ A
Ward 5. Parcel # 63 UTM#19/329820/4690500
TYFE (resifiential) single double row 2-fam. 3<ieck ten apt,
(non::residential} theatre and offices .
NO. OF STORES (Ist to cornice) 2 (equivalent to plus
' e e o 3 in height)
ROCF flan aypola dommers

MATERALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt
(gton™ limestoneconcrete

(Other) brick

BRIEF DESCRPTION Symmetrical,

Second story dominated by central

carved tympanum.

classically-inspired 1925 theatre
entrance featuring original 1910 wrought iron and glass marquee.-

with blind balustrade, over center bay.

EXTERCOR ALTERATION (TA7i;A

CONDITIONAI~ fair poor

asbestos alum/vinyl
iron/steel/alum.

At

\'

Palladian-motif window with finely
Elevation terminated by modillion comice and parapet

moderate  drastic 1910 facade replaced by 1925
facade, which nas minor alterati>
NOT AREA  17.203 sq. feet
parking lot

NOTBACRIHT SSTE CHARACTERSIICS Rear facade on Warrenton St,

to south.
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SGNIHCANCE ("cont'd on reversed The Shubert

is significant as a well-preserved example
of the early 20th century Adamesque theatre
interior and as the scene of many notable
Tts marnuee
its kind
inRpiT-ed hy
palace at Verscxlles and the Louis X1V, XV

theatrical performances.
important as the last of

The eclectic interinr-r
and yvT
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been praised foritsconfortable
coziness and"mellowrichness."
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Mwved; date i f known
Thenes (check as nany as applicable)

Abori gi nal Conser vati on Recreation

Agricul tural ~ Educat i on Rel i gion

Architectural X Expl orati on/ Sci ence/

The Arts settl ement i nvention

Gnmerce  9374* 2" I ndustry Soci al /

Communi cation  ~ Mlitary humani tari an

Gommuini ty/ Political Transportation
devel oonent

cjnce (include.explanation of themes checked above)

Si
Pnell, "~ Marulii * I'm lyu iTi*olvyd Willj jnteriors. at the Wilbur, Colonial and
M ajestic. Pennell'syfiyrm, Pennye I, Glbbs & Quiring, d?d interior decorat?gn.'

The principal architect, Thomas M. James (1875-1942) practiced with Clinton
M. Hill before organizing, in™-909'» his own architecture and engineering firm
specializing in banks. He also designed the Union-Warren Savings and present
Post Office in the theatre area. In 1925 Tremont St. was widened by 20 ft. along
the west side of the Shubert block, an action requiring demolition or alteration
of all buildings on the Shubert side. The marble-faced James facade was replace®
by the present limestone entrance, with original marquee® from 1910 re-erected.

The Shubert was built for drama and opened with Shakespeare's "The Taming of
the Shrew" starring E.H. Sothem and Juli”™ Marlow. Theatrical highpoints have
included the first Boston performances by~"Jolm'cfielgud., Maurice Evans and Sir
Lawrence Olivier and the 1917 performance by John Barrymore, one of the .
greatest 29th century Am. actors.

The theatre was named for San S. Shubert, called "the founder of the indep-
endent theatre movement,” oldest of three Shubert brothers and the first to
become involved in theatre management in the 1880's. After Sam's death in a
train wreak in 1905» his brothers Lee and Jacob went on to dominate legitimate *
theatre in the-Ist .iialf of.the 20th centur-y, -controlling'at one time the Plymoutl
Copley, Majestic, Colonial, Wilbur and Boston Opera House as well as the Shubert

The-Jthsah 8 dYPT JRRRHEr P AR eddi ot Y PALise LG IR 84! LAgagRNStruction by

for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) "ve Shuberts after

. Bond's uh'timely death:
* Preservation Recommendations: National Register (individual listing)
' ' organization
Current  Status; Sill operated by the Shubert. ™as a legitimate
theatre. ‘ S -'rfi

Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deedg, assessor's
records, early magps, etc.)

le+ Boston Herald, Jan 23, 1910, p. 17 (desc. of theatre) *

2. Boston Globe. Jan. 23, 1910, p. 41 "

3' Broadway Down East by Elliot Norton, Boston 1978. (see photo of =
original facade, p. 23)

4, Obituaries of Lee Shubert (12/25/1953) and Jacob Shubert (12/25/63)
in New York Times

5. See Atlases of 1922 and 1928 for proof of street widening; also
"Take Down" permits at City Hall Building Department
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9. Major Bibiiographical References

See continuation sheets, Section9 uv' M]- \Eq:[)
10. Geographical Data AFAE NO VERIO

Acreage of nominated property See | ndl vi dual and area fOI'I’TS

Quadrangle name Boston South Quadrangle scale 1"-25 ~000'

UMT References

"I'1TAj |3]2]19]9 401 |4f 9,016 5,0 JL 1o
Zone Easting Nortliing Zone Easting Northing
CLL D . 1.
JLL o 1L F i-L
Gil Lt 3] Hi el I lel .ol T TTTIIII

, \erbal boundary descrlftlon and justification The sout hern boundary of the Theatre Aea starts at a
oint on Veshington St., 520° south of the intersection of Kneeland & \Vdshi n?ton. Fomthis point it
uns duewest along anarbitrary straight line toapoint on Charles St. South 442° south of Stuart

treet. FHomthence it follows Charles St. South one block north tothe intersection of Stuart St.,

List all states andcounties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code
state code county code
11. Form Prepared By

. . . o by Bpoelg Fox .
nengftitle Gandace Jenkins. Registration Director Landnar ks Gonmassi on
organization Massachusetts Historical Gonmassion date
street & number 294 Washington street telephone (~17) 727-8470

Boston, VA 02108

city or town state

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this propertywithin the state isj®

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property forinclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according tothe criteria and procedures set forth/bv the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

HCRS use only
rann | hereby certify?4*jat this proRer+v's miSwf2x4 in the Nationai Register

<r/''"*"ner of

Attest”
hief of Registratjg”

GPO 938 83S
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000272
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