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CONDITION
Excellent Good D Foil

(Check One) 

I I Deteriorated | | Ruins I I Unexposed

(Check One) 

Altered Q Unaltered

(Cftecfc One) 

Moved [^ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PH YSI C Al_" APP E AR AN C E

The house as it stands is the original structure. Some additions on 
the rear were removed by the second owner, E. W. Chittenden. The 
garage is a late addition but not connected to the house. Alterations 
have been made; the front door has been shifted from north to east 
(see photo, small high window now occupies the original location of 
the front door), a bay window on the first floor front (parlor) has 
been removed and replaced by two windows. One, possibly two exterior 
chimneys have been removed. The interior is essentially unaltered. 
Bathrooms have been installed, one on the first floor, one on the 
second. Alterations have been made to the front porch; the original 
columns are gone and a low wall installed where there was none before. 
Otherwise, except for routine maintenance and modernization (plumbing, 
wiring, furnaces, paint) the house is little changed.

The house lot is lot 5 of the S. J. Kirkwood Homestead. The remaining 
lots (not included in this nomination) have long since been sold off. 
A smoke house (also excluded) is the only remaining structure other 

J than the house built by Kirkwood and is on what is now the lot adjacent 
to the east. This smokehouse is a small rectangular structure with gable 
roof and is included in this application.
A two story L-shaped, white clapboard frame building, the Kirkwood 
house has paired brackets and roof line cornice returns as its only 
ornamental details.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The house was the home of Samuel J. Kirkwood, an Iowa City lawyer and 
business man who served three terms as Governor of Iowa (1860-1864 and
1876-1877), was twice sent to the United State Senate (1866-1867 and
1877-1881), and served as Secretary of the Interior in the cabinet of 
President James A. Garfield from 1881-1882. The house was built in 

«^t864, just after Kirkwood stepped down as Governor for the first time, 
according to Dan E. Clark, Samuel Jordon Kirkwood (1917), page 301.

The house was not a scene of great events. Nor is it a monument of 
architecture as much as a testimonial to the rural and unpretentious 
style of living that the Kirkwoods preferred. Though comfortable in 
size it was built without expansive ornamentation. The best feature 
is the front stairway with its sgledidly, if somewhat amateurishly 
curved walnut bannister. In the front yard is standing a linden tree 
planted soon after construction of the house. A companion tree fell 
over in a high wind on July 12, 1970, on which occasion the owners 
counted growth rings back into the 1870's before reaching the limit 
set by a rotted central core.

Built in 1864 for Samuel Kirkwood himself, this house replaced 
Kirkwood's former home in the -nearby town of Coralvilie. He lived 
here until his death in 1893r His widow also lived here until her 
death in 1923.

As noted above between the years 1864 and 1893, Kirkwood served as a 
senator, Governor and U. S. Secretary of the Interior.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:
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