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Johnny Appleseed Memorial Park e
AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:ApprOX. 0*4 IIll.SO.OI

on east side of Parnell &P.Q., about 38
.S.30 By-Pasjj.)

CITY OR TOWN:

Fort Wayne ( Code 1580 )
STATE

Indiana Alien

CATEGORY 

(Check One)
OWNERSHIP STATUS

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

District Q Building

Site Q Structure

D Object

Public 

Private 

Both

Public Acquisition: 

|| In Process 

| | Being Considered

gy Occupied 

II Unoccupied 

I | Preservation work 

in progress

Yes:

Q Restricted 

QjJ Unrestricted

a NO

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

QQ Agricultural 

[ | Commercial 

|X1 Educational 

I | Entertainment

| | Government 

| | Industrial 

Q Military 

|| Museum

ex Park
I I Private Residence

I | Religious

I | Scientific

Transportation 

Other (Specify)

Comments

National
Historical Interest

OWNER'S NAME:

Alien County-Board of Commissioners of Alien County,Indiana,
STREET AND NUMBER:

715 South Calhoun Street,
Cl TY OR TOWN:

Fort Wayne ( Code 1580 )
STATE:

Indiana 18
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Alien County Courthouse Building, Recorders Office
STREET AND NUMBER:

715 South Calhoun Street,
Cl TY OR TOWN:

Fort Wayne ( Code 1580 ) Indiana 18

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Proposed War Memorial Site for Alien County.Indiana
DATE OF SURVEY: Fed State_____Qj[ County Q Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Alien County Surveyors Office, County Courthouse Building
STREET AND NUMBER:

715 South Calhoun Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Fort Wayne ( Code 1580
STATE:

Indiana



CONDITION
QB Excellent d Good | | Fair

(Chec/e One) 

I Deteriorated

(Check One) 

Q[ Altered Q Unaltered

I | Ruins l~~1 Unexposed

(Check One) 

O Moved 1Y] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Prior to the 1930 f s most of the area in Section 25 ( See 
Property Plat Map attached ) was practically a wilderness. 
Within this area to the south lies the Old David Archer 
cemetery consisting of 2 acres of land, and containing the 
grave of John Chapman, known as Johnny Appleseed.
During the 1930*s some of the wilderness was cleared from a 
portion of the cemetery and a narrow gravel road was installed 
from there to Parnell Avenue. During this period, a granite 
memorial, surrounded by an iron fence, was erected on the 
cemetery indicating the dates of the birth and death of this 
pioneer.
During the 1940 l s,and 1950 f s,most all of the wilderness and 
debris was cleared from most of Section 25. The land area 
comprising 11,34 acres, which included the 2 acre area of 
the Archer cemetery lying in the approximate center along the 
old Wabash-Erie canal was then set aside as the Johnny Apple- 
seed Memorial Park Containing the Grave of Johnny Appleseed.
In 1952, the construction, near the intersection of Parnell 
Avenue and U.S.30 By-Pass, of the Alien County War Memorial 
Coliseum was completed. There were no major changes made on 
the Appleseed property.
In September 1965, the following symbolic items of signific­ 
ance were installed on the Archer cemetery knoll for memorial­ 
izing Johnny Appleseed:
( a )—Cobble stones were placed around the existing granite 
memorial to remind the visitor of the rough terrain trans- 
versed by Johnny Appleseed on his long barefoot journey to 
Port Wayne.
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—A large greensward cross, edged by railroad ties, was 
laid out at the crest of the cemetery. The crossbeam meas­ 
ures 200 feet, the other member expends 250 feet. The cross 
symbolizes Johnny's mission to spread the Gospel through the 
wilderness.
| Cj—Evergreens were planted in a pattern to form the init­ 
ials " J.C. " meaning John Chapman.

The present physical appearance is very good,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

* The book " Johnny Appleseed,Man And Myth 
listed at Item 9 Major Bibliographical ReferrehwiS the 
culmination of his research extending over a quarter of a 
century. The Library Of Congress awarded him a grant-in-aid 
to finish the book published in 1954.
* Man And Myth: " No one had dreamed————————the strange 
appleseed planter would leap into an amazing public popular­ 
ity to become one of America f s half dozen favorite folk heroe 
end of quote.
Appleseed continues to be one of the best known folk heroes 
in the Middle West, in fact, nationally. A spot check during 
five weeks in 1965 indicated visitors to the Johnny Appleseed 
Grave area as being from 32 States. A new Johnny Appleseed 
Commemorative postage stamp,the first in folklore series, was 
issued in 1966.
x APPLESEEB 1 S CONNECTION WITH FOBT WAYNE 
With the headwaters of the Atlantic and Gulf drainages being 
only four feet apart, the Fort Wayne portage was one of the 
most famous land links in the Old Northwest^_£p,|gi^Cha;gman 
( Johnny Appleseed ) started moving in the 1820's toward this 
focal point at the Fort Wayne summit. When the first spadeful 
of earth was turned for the Y/abash-Erie canal in 1832,Chapman 
had extended his enterprises to Fort Wayne,Indiana. For the 
last twenty years of his life, he was to swing back and forth 
along this divide and Fort Y/ayne had now become the western 
end of the long axis about which the remainder of his life 
jnras to revolve .f
Chapman purchased four parcels of land in Alien County,Ind., 
near Fort Wayne. On one parcel, in Milan Township, he estab­ 
lished one of the most extensive nursery plantings. At the 
time of his death, fifteen thousand seedlings were growing 
there./Another nursery, in addition to the four parcels 
purchased, tradition has placed on the west side of the St. 
Joseph river about three miles up from Fort Wayne» on land 
originally owned by David Archer. It also being: in a thrifty 
condition. Near this nursery, was the cabin of Mr.£ Mrs Worth 
who were Chaman's first acquaintances and were his friends. 
It was here at this cabin where Appleseed stayed much of the

( Continued to Form 10-300a $



'! J?*11111^ Appleseed, Man And Myth." Authored by Robert Price 
( Bloomington, Indiana University Press, 19 54.)

"Johnny Appleseed Source Book." By; Robert C.Harris ( Public 
Library Board For Alien County, Indiana.
" John Chapman, By Occupation A Gatherer And Planter Of Apple- 

seed." By;H.Kenneth Dirlam. Available through Johnny Apple- 
Seed Nat'1 Memorial Pound at ion, Inc. 1122 Lynn Avenue, Port 
Wayne , Indiana 46805

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING-A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY C

————————— ————— g —————————————————— ———————————————————————— f
CORNER "LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Dagniees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW S.o 06 - 48 - 85 o 07-32 • W 
NE 41° 06 - 48 - 85 - 07-17 - 
SE AT o 06 • 4Q - 85 ° 07-17 - 
,w 4Io 06 • 40 • 8*5 o 07-3? -

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
) DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
, OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

L ATI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds
O • • .

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: O QQT»CK3

LONGI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds
O v ii

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

COUNTY

COUNTY:

COUNTY:

COUNTY:

NAME AND Tl TLE:

John L. Bio cher, Secretary

CODE

CODE

CODE

CODE

ORGANIZATION DATE

Johnny Appleseed National Memorial Poundation,Ino Mav 1 A.I cm
STREET AND NUMBER:

1122 Lynn Avenue,
CITY OR TOWN:

Port Wayne, ( Code 1580
|iii;:;llili^l;|li:Siililll<2;lilGil:F?i|

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significancexOf this nomination is: ^^ 

National 0^ State £j Local 3f

o {~*\ N^
Name^<3 . H*^V^&& >OjL>J J^_

ntie «S^od <Lvax*Jt*> Of *«4v
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STATE

........ .........wlnd.iangi ——— ............ ................................. _ ....
CODE

1«

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

G&WAJu.^3^^
Chief, Office of Archeology andjfitstoric Preservation

'/VisDate / ' ^°

ATTEST: ^
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u i^w • • ^ ^ i / ^^^

Keeper of Thf National Register Y 

Date / * / £ / / J
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time while in this vicinity and where he died in 1845. The 
Worth cabin with friends, the nursery and Archer cemetery all 
within a radius of approximately one half mile.
The Port Wayne Sentinel of March 22,1845, upon Chapman's death, 
stated: " The deceased was well known through this region ——
* . He followed the occupation of a nurseryman and had been a 
regular visitor here upwards of twenty years." end of quote.
* Man And Myth: " We buried him respectably," said Richard 
Worth in 1858, " in David Archer's grave yard, two and a half 
miles north of Fort Wayne." end of quote.
* Man And Myth: " The Archer family burial lot was located on a 
sandy knoll a few rods west of the river a short distance south 
of the general locations attributed to the Chapman nursery and 
Worth's cabin —— ." end of quote.
Chapman was buried here because of his final illness and death 
at the Worth cabin amongst his friends and because of his long 
association with others in this area.
* Man And Myth: " Johnny Appleseed Memorial Park, together with 
the Johnny Appleseed Memorial Bridge over the St Joseph, close 
by, was dedicated May 21, 1949, and now constitutes" the most 
extensive memorial to John Chapman — ***:." end of quote.
There is no other site in the State so closely associated with 
John Chapman's productive life as it is here in Fort Wayne.
The two acre sandy knoll lying within the 11.34 acre Johnny 
Appleseed Memorial Park is the apex of the park. It has been 
considered the ideal area and focal point for many years for 
memorializing Johnny Appleseed and his good deeds. The place­ 
ment of a few items of significance now on the knoll, regardless 
of the place in the nation of his activity during his life until 
death, has already served as visual education for visitors to 
the site. Their comments have been most complimentary. It is 
for this purpose and reason, this site is being nominated for 
entry into the National Re .,„...
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2. LOCATION: See Porm 10-301 Property Map Porm 
Tract is located in the central region of the 
W-4 of the E~J of Section 25, T.31N, R.12E.

PARK."
DATE OP SURYET: 1953
DEPOSITORY POR SURVET RECORDS 

Alien County Surveyors 
Courthouse Building 
715 South Calhoun Street, 
Port Wayne, Indiana

ALIEN COUNTY
,r 
CB

10.
ordinates

(a)-Construction of inscribingSfeb^&gle on 1953 
plat map ( 1"= 50 feet.) West property line 
bordered! by East side of Paraell Avenue used as one 
side of rectangle.
(b)-Rectangle transferred to USGS 7i minute quad­ 
rangle maps———Port Wayne East & Port Wayne West. 
Scale: 1"=2000 feet or ( 1:24,000 )
(c)-Coordinates of corners of rectangle obtained by 
determining distance from corners to latitude or 
longitude reference lines, converting to seconds of 
longitude or latitude, and computing coordinate 
values.

NOTE: Source of data indicated at Nos. 2,6 and 10 above
supplied by: Alien County,Indiana Surveyors Office- 
July 16,1970.

( Enclosure )
1. Plat map of Section 25, Washington Township. 

With Porm 10-301 Property Map Porm.

2. Two 8 X 10 Glossy Photographs, each with Porm 
10-301 Property Photograph Porm.
(a) Aerial view of park ( North Side.) Photo 

Reference # 1

(b) Aerial view of park ( Sou 
Reference # 2.

GPO 901.082


