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ESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

38BU23 consists of two shell and earth mounds located on the eastern 
side of Little Barnwell Island overlooking Whale Branch. The larger of 
the two mounds is elliptical in outline measuring 150 feet north - south 
and 100 feet east - west. The altitude of the mound varies from 11 feet on 
the north to 14 feet on the south. Excavations conducted in the late 19th 
century have demonstrated that this mound once served as the base for a 
temple or ceremonial building. In the lower levels of the mound the remains 
of a very well preserved building were uncovered. Judging from the height 
of the standing walk, 4 feet, 3 inches, the structure was undoubtedly 
purposely covered by the Indians. Impressions from the rafters indicate 
that the roof was probably gabled and thatched with bark or palmetto.

The practice of purposely destroying a temple, adding a fresh cap 
of clay or earth, and then constructing a new building on the mound 
summit was widespread in the Southeast. Usually the old buildings were 
burned or torn down. Little Barnwell Island is the only known situation 
where the structure was covered with earth while still standing. In one 
of the later construction stages of the large mound, post holes were 
again encountered, but the building had been destroyed prior to the 
addition of the last cap of earth.

The smaller mound is located 100 feet south of the large mound. The 
basal diameter is about 50 feet with a height of three feet. The mound 
was constructed of various alternating lenses of sand, clay, and oyster 
shell. Judging from Moore"s description of the excavation, it appears that 
a subterranean tomb containing cre^mated human remains was encountered in 
the center of the mound.

Today both mounds are in good condition with the exception of the 
areas excavated in 1898. The smaller mound is being slowly eroded by the 
waters of Whale Branch.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The mound on Little Barnwell Island has produced one of the most 
unique architectural features ever excavated from a prehistoric site in 
the Southeastern United States. While excavating the mound in 1898 
C. B. Moore uncovered a remarkably well preserved building near the base 
of the large mound. The structure which was covered by five to nine 
feet of fill was quadrilateral in shape measuring 40 feet, two inches 
on the northern side, 41 feet, 9 inches on the southern side, 35 feet, 
7 inches on the east and 36 feet, 9 inches along the western wall. The 
corners of the structure were rounded with an entrance and anteroom 
facing east.

In most cases when prehistoric structures are unearthed, usually 
only traces of the foundations remain. Very seldom will the remains 
of the actual building be preserved. What is exceptional about the site 
is the state or preservation of the building walls and indication of 
such perishable architectural features as roof and wall supports. The 
wattle and daub walls of the building measured four feet, three inches in 
height with traces of the posts which supported the wall still remaining. 
Along the top of the wall semi-circular depressions two to four inches 
in diameter probably supported the roof rafters.

In addition to the building, Moore found the remains of slender 
corncobs in one of the post holes. On the floor of the structure a 
central fire place, made of clay, and a burial were uncovered.

Based on a comparative analysis of pottery, from the site, the 
mounds and building were probably constructed during the late Savannah 
II Period ca. A.D. 1500. Future excavations will undoubtedly uncover 
additional data which will lead to an even better understanding of the 
prehistory of the South Carolina coast.
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LITTLE BARNWELL ISLAND (38BU23)
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