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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Hall Memorial Library: Northfield, NH

This outstanding Romanesque structure rests on a cut stone foundation and

has brick wall surfaces and slate roofing, The main block has a composite
roof mass which is gable on its northern extent and hip on the south side,

An off-center gable-front projection dominates the front (west) elevation.

It features a tri-parte stained glass window with round-arched openings and
rock-faced radiating voussoir lintels supported by engaged columns, Additlonal
details include corner buttresses, patterned brickwork in the peak, and, on
the projection's south side, double-leaf door in a segmentally arched surround,
The north corner of the front (west) elevation has a gable wall dormer whose
round-headed window surround consists of rock-faced ashlar stone and radiating
voussoirs, To the right of this is a2 decorative terra cottz panel and brick
chimney with corbelled cap., The southern end of the main block features

stone stairs and large round-arched openings with cut stone surrounds on

front and side elevations. Rock-faced stone coping and sill course as well

as copper cresting add to the library's detail,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Constructed in 1887, the Hall Memorial Liltrary is an exceptional example of

late 19th century Romanesque styling, Although not as massive as Richardson's
designs, it clearly reflects the overwhelming influence of his work. Once
Richardson's reputation was established with the completion of Trinity Church
in Boston, the style he had developed was imitated and applied all over

America, The Hall Memorial Library exemplifies adaptations of the Richardsonian
idiom by local architects thoughout New England,

The use of masonry elements, particularly rock-faced sandstone and terra cotta
detail, typifies the style., Single and compound round-headed windows 17ith
patterned glass and cut stone surrounds also contribute to the Richardsonian
character of the design. The Hall Memorial Library remains in an unaltered
condition,

The Hall Memorial Library is an almost exact copy of Banister liemorial Hall
in Brookfield, lMassachusetts, Dedicated January 31, 1884, Banister liemorial
Hall was designed by Robert T. P, Wait and Amos F. Cutting. The overwhelming
similarity between these structures suggests that the Northfield building was
probably constructed from Wait and Cutting's plans,
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