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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The present brick church which is listed by the official 
Montana state highway map as "one of the three most beautiful 
churches in the world," was built in U8 91 and is in good condi­ 
tion as far as appearance is concernechr-'vOn the original site, 
selected in 1854, a log cabin residence was built across the 
road from the present Holy Family Hospital; it is still extant 
but has been moved 400 yards next to the church so it may be 
visited in conjunction with the church. In 1864, a large 
wooden church was built to replace a former primitive chapel; 
it is no longer extant.

In 1891, the cornerstone of the new brick church was layed, 
and the church soon became a landmark in the valley. The ex­ 
terior dimensions are 120 feet by 60 feet. The belfry is near­ 
ly 100 feet high. The exterior brick was obtained and fired 
in the vicinity of the mission.^

The interior of the church with figures and scenic murals 
depicting the complete history of man's relation to God over­ 
shadows the exterior. The mural of St. Ignatius, vested for 
Holy Mass, appears over the main altar. A mural of Our Lady 
is to the left; a mural of St. Joseph is on the right. These 
outstanding paintings and murals are the work of Brother Joseph 
Carignano, S.J., (b. Turin, Italy, 1853 - d. Yakima, Washing­ 
ton, 1919) who devoted 14 months of unremittent, arduous labor 
to the completion of these works of art, in the late 1800's. 
The paintings are not without artistic merit and although not 
entirely original in concept, they do manifest the ability of 
a true artist in their execution, particularly so when it is 
considered that Brother Carignano never had any professional 
art training.

In 1952, the interior of the church was completely restored 
at considerable expense, and shortly thereafter the present 
stained glass windows were installed. A pressing problem is 
the need to repoint the mortar between the exterior of the 
bricks so the magnificent interior paintings which are in ex­ 
cellent shape will not suffer from moisture deterioration.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

St. Ignatius Mission was originally 
Father Peter deSmet, Indian missionary, and Father Adrian 
Hoecken, on the Pend d'Oreille River near the town of Cusick, 
Washington, in 1844. The site was unfavorable, its greatest 
drawback being that it was not centrally located to serve the 
Indians. At the Indians' request, the mission was transferred 
in 1854, to its present location at St. Ignatius fc^

On September 24, 1854, Father Hoecken and Father Menetry 
arrived to establish the mission, and they were soon joined 
by Brothers McGean, Claessens and Specht. Open air masses 
were held among the Pend d'Oreille and Kalispell Indians. 
Following the building of the log cabin residence built in 
1854, a chapel, cabin, blacksmith and carpenter shops, and 
later in 1864, a flour mill and saw mill were established. 
Farming was undertaken. In many ways, the mission was the 
cradle of development and civilization in this area. It was 
one of the first settlements in the northwest with a resident 
school for Indians and a trade school besides.

By 1855, more than a thousand Indians had gathered to make 
their permanent home at the mission. In 1864, a boarding 
school was set up under the Sisters of Providence from Mont­ 
real. In 1888 a school for boys was established, and in 
1890, the Ursuline Sisters opened a nursery school. St. 
Ignatious reached its fullest development from 1890 to 1896 
when as many as 320 Indian children were being educated and 
taught trades. A branch opened in the Jocko Valley for Flat- 
head Indian children. The extent of studies and trades 
taught the Indian children was highly progressive for its 
time. In the late 1800's, Senator Vest toured the area and 
wrote of St. Ignatius: "In all my wanderings in Montana last 
summer, I saw but one ray of light on the subject of Indian 
education. I am a Protestant--born one, educated one, expect 
to die one—but I say now that the system adopted by the 
Jesuits is the only practical system for the education of the 
Indian, and the only one that has resulted in anything at all"

(See 8. Continuation Sheet)
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

In 1896, an Act of Congress denying further government help 
to all Indian mission schools dealt a severe blow to St. Ignat- 
ius. By 1901, only forty-seven boys remained at St. Ignatius. 
Today, the mission still operates for the Flathead Indian child­ 
ren and is still the religious center for the Flathead tribe 
on the reservation.

The magnificent church is the only remaining visible reminder 
of the foregone era. With its paintings and murals of consider­ 
able magnitude by Brother Carignano, and the vital role the 
mission played in the education and religion of the Indians, 
the mission's significance in the fields of religious art and 
American Indian education and religion are evident.
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