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The pound's walls enclose an area roughly rectangular
in shape and approximately 45 feet wide and 55 feet long.
The single entrance is located in the right hand corner
of the short side facing Maine Highway 220. The walls,
which stand about six feet in height, are constructed of
rough stones, dry laid in a random fashion. These irregular
walls are capped by a layer of sizable flattened slabs held
in place by large forged staples driven into hand-drilled
holes. The opening of several feet is bridged with a large
slab serving as a lintel. It was originally equipped with
a swinging wooden gate which is now lacking. Although
seemingly crude in construction, the pound has proved amaz-
ingly solid and exists in a state of preservation remarkable
for the more than 155 years since its raising.
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As Maine communities began to lose some of their
in the early 19th century and assumed a
more settled appearance, rudimentary civic improvements

frontier aspects

were initiated.

Among these improvements

in the largely

agricultural world of rural Maine was the regulation of
in contrast to earlier times, were be-
Swine, although useful for consuming

garbage, in themselves provided a health hazard that was

Tivestock which,
coming numerous.

recognized.

the community but were required to be confined.

No Tonger were they to be given full run of
Horses,

cattle, and sheep had traditionally been confined to pasture,

but not too carefully.
animals became a nuisance.

As their numbers
As a result pounds, or public

increased,

stray

enclosures were established in many communities where these
animals could be confined until redeemed by their owners for

a small fine.

With the increase of more scientific agricultural

practices, these pounds became obsolete and were destroyed or

abandoned.

Yet several have come down to this day, all constructed

of stone, that at Waldoboro being an excellent example.

On May 15th, 1819,

it is recorded that citizens of Waldo-

boro voted to rebuild the towns old wooden pound that had

apparently been built in 1785.

It was done,

and the result

stands in a remarkably complete state, just north of the village

proper.

sistent way of life in rural America of the past.
owned by the Waldoborough Historical Society and is preserved

as a tourist attraction and educational tool

past history of the town and its way of life.

It serves as a reminder of the less formal, more sub-

It is currently

in explaining the
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