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LEGAL DES,leClaire's 2nd Add. 48 N 50' Lots 6 & 7 : = m
SUB-DIVISION BLOCK  PARCEL  SUB-PARCEL o T a el -4
uTM ¥ 18 lelie wllslelnzol acrease_~1 _zonNE_C4
EASTING NORTHING H
OWNER__Samuel S. Greenblatt & Wife :
3429 25th St., Rock Island, IL ;
TITLE H. ’
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DESCRIPTION | frontispiece
rorm 3 _story, decked hip roof, tripadite facade with projecting center ﬁﬁﬁ%‘ 1877-78
ARCH
MATERIALS _cast iron, brick, stonpe sTvie—Eclectic >
FENEsTraTion _flat w/stone lintels; segmental arch ; Gothic-arched entrance o
oisT. FEaTures polychromy of brick & stone, entrance arch o
Store froptg redone more ﬁhan once, pyrdamidal roof of Ifrontisplece removed |
MJERxnonsaian_ﬂztﬂ agrmgrs 2nd deck cresting A T
SITE 8 RELATED STR. _corner lot in commercial area : -
- m
STATEMENT o
This earliest known work by B. W, Gartside was by himself described as "modern -
American Gothic" but is an eclectic mix of Second Empire and Italianate, with only <
the pointed entrance arch describable as Gothic. Loss of important roof features 2
(cresting dormers, chimneys and high-peaked roof over the frontispiece) has subdued |m

the originally exhuber@nt richness of this building, but textured polychrome wall
surfaces, achieved through corbelling and rockfaced stone, and variety of window
shapes still give a good idea of high Victorian taste.
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ICANCE

siis building was the first of Davenport's three public library buildings serving
(n this capacity from 1878 until 1904 when a new Carnegie building (non-extant)
'was completed. It focuses attention on the early activities of the local library
movement and is perhaps the oldest extant building in Iowa built for public library
purposes. Its significance is increased because the Carnegie building is non-extant

DESCRIPTION
The library movement in Davenport began in 1839 with the establishment of a sub-
scription library service. In the 1840's and 50's several reading rooms were est-
ablished in downtown commercial buildings. The Young Men's Library Association
organized in 1854 with George B. Sargent its principal promoter. The library movemept
had a precarious existence financially but by 1860 the library numbered 1000 volumex
in its collection. Several other organizations succeeded the Young Men's Library
Assn. including the Associated Congress (1862-72) and the Library Assn. (1874-1904)
More women became involved in the last organization and in the mid-70's approached
Clarissa C. Cook about financially supporting a library building. Mrs. Cook agreed
and in 1877 gave $13,000 for the construction of a building. The new building had
7,500 volumes and operated on a subscription basis. In 1891 Hiram Price established
a free readlng room. Throu-h the years additional.1ncome for the 1ibrary was generaied
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SOURCES a new Carnegle llbrary operated by a library board f1nanced t:hrough special |a§

Dillon, John F. “Address Delivered at the Dedicatlon of the Free Public Library,"
Davenport, lowa: May 11, 1904.

Coughlin, Betty, "History of the Davenport Public Library," Masters Thesis, Western

Reserve University, 1952.

History of Scott County, Iowa, Chicago: Inter-State Publishing Co., 1882.
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