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LEGAL DES. I;J?‘?NiL%Lre's 2nd Add. N 50" Lots 6 & 7 “JWr«r
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NOA’

QWNgR samuel''S. Greenblatt & Wife
3429 25th St.. Rock Island. IL
TITLE H.

(IF OIFFJ

DESCRIPTION fjCQntispiece

3 story, decked hip roof, tripartite facade with projecting center *atf 1877-78
ARCH

materials cast iron, brick, stone .sTyLE- F.rlectlc

renesTraTion  Tlat w/stone lintels; segmental arch ; Gothic-arched entrance

DIST FEATURES polychrony of brick & stone, entrance f~ch

Store ffonts redone, more than once, pyramidal root of frontispiece removed
ALTERATIONS alony with nnrTTiers and neck cresting —

SITE a RELATED sTr.corner lot in commercial area

FORM

STATEMENT

This earliest known work by B. W, Gartside was by himself described as "modern
American Gothic" but is an eclectic mix of Second Empire and Italianate, with only

the pointed entrance arch describable as Gothic. Loss of important roof features
(cresting dormers, chimneys and high-peaked roof over the-frontispieq”™e) has subdued

the originally exhuberftnt richness of this building, but textured polychrome wall
surfaces, achieved through corbelling and rockfaced stone, and variety of window

shapes still give a good idea of high Victorian taste.
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ICANCE

lis building was the first of Davenport's three public library buildings serving
xn this capacity from 1878 until 1904 when a new Carnegie building (non-extant)
was completed. It focuses attention on the early activities of the local library
movement and is perhaps the oldest extant building in lowa built for public library
purposes. Its significance is increased because the Carnegie building is non-extan

3D

DESCRIPTION

The library movement in Davenport began in 1839 with the establishment of a sub-
scription library service. In the 1840's and 50's several reading rooms were est-
ablished in downtown commercial buildings. The Young Men's Library Association
organized in 1854 with George B. Sargent its principal promoter. The library movemeAt
had a precarious existence financially but by 1860 the library numbered 1000 volumes
in its collection. Several other organizations succeeded the Young Men's Library
Assn, including the Associated Congress (1862-72) and the Library Assn. (1874-1904)
More women became involved in the last organization and in the mid-70's approached
Clarissa C. Cook about financially supporting a library building. Mrs. Cook agreed
and in 1877 gave $13,000 for the construction of a building. The new building had
7,500 volumes and operated on a subscription basis. In 1891 Hiram Price establishes
a free read_irllg room. IThr(f)ugh_ thl\e/llyearsI aplditionall Ip\comﬁ for ﬁheL_Iibrary was ge\p\(;)ra ed

S(ﬂ)/RéElgm\erua Carnegie’Q%?)rrgaar)l/nop'é’ra?leJ(Ij (g)}ng |i'|5‘ra?§)/ ]fiozglir(a ﬁ%%nce'g’[t%%dvgaﬁ %%gciaﬁg 1’?& 1 2vy.

Dillon, John F. "Address Delivered at the Dedication of the Free Public Library,"
Davenport, lowa; May 11, 1904.

Coughlin, Betty, "History of the Davenport Public Library,” Masters Thesis, Western

Reserve University, 1952.
History of Scott County, lowa, Chicago; Inter-State Publishing Co., 1882.
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Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.
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