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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This railroad station is typical of modest late Victorian depots. It is
ornate with wide overhanging roof, gables, and a low tower, all
adorned with carpenter's work,

The depot was originally set between the L & N tracks which passed
through Shelbyville., The present owner has moved the structure
about two blocks away to a sloping hillside site, where it has been
relocated, restored, and adapted to commercial use while retaining
the original fabric and appearance. The change in site necessitated
the placing of the station building on a platform to compensate for the
slope. Although the upper side of the original- building now abuts
directly on the ground and thus retains its original appearance, the
other side (originally facing the main train platform) is elevated on a
terrace of cinder blocks and wood-slat latticing. Although the roof has
modern asphalt shingle, the remainder of the structure is essentially
intact, including handsome paneled doors and delicate brackets
supporting the wide eaves.

The length of the building is broken by a series of interruptions, both
at the roofline and along the sides, reflecting the position of the
interior spaces. At one corner a charming tower cuts through the
eaves with its paneled walls; its pyramidal roof is the only part of the
roof independent of the rest. The other small gables over the bays are
also paneled in what might have been considered by contemporaries a
""Japanese' or ''Eastlake' effect. The locations of the waiting rooms,
stationmaster's office, and baggage or freight room are indicated on
the exterior separate bays. The walls have horizontal baseboards.
Above them is a dado of tongue-and-groove boards repeated under the
eaves. In between is horizontal weatherboarding interrupted at
frequent intervals by the narrow windows that extend from dado to
upper molding. The paneled effect is emphasized by the colors which
have been recreated on the advice of a paint expert. The walls are
yellow with white trim.

The interior is divided into four compartments. The only alteration
has been to lengthen a window into a door in order to connect the
originally segregated black and white parts of the station.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This typical late 19th-century, small-scale passenger depot was
built in 1895 and served as one of Shelbyville's two stations until
passenger trains ended service--May 1971 in this case.

The L & N leased its line to the Chesapeake & Ohio through here,
and both roads operated trains. The C & O maintained it as a
branch of its Louisville-Cincinnati to Washington, D.C., service,
Two crack trains on this line--the George Washington and the F.F.V.
were famous for their luxurious service. They connected at
Ashland, Kentucky, with the C & O Cincinnati trains. These trains
were noted for their east-west service, and were favorites with
Senators, Congressmen, and other public figures.

Two weeks before his re-election, President Truman made a rear
platform appearance and speech at this L & N station, making a
special reference to Shelby County as the home county of his

four grandparents, who migrated to Missouri in the 1840's. Similar
whistle-stop speeches were made at this depot earlier by Presidents
Taft and Harding. There have been other notable large gatherings
at this station, and generations of college students from this area
have traveled to eastern schools from this station over the C & O.

The building was marked for demolition in the spring of 1972,
Several people and organizations became interested in saving it.

The station stood between tracks, where freight trains pass, and
could not be utilized there. The L & N had abandoned it as offices;
it was too large and could not be heated or air conditioned. The
present owner acquired it, and had it moved at considerable expense.
It has been restored and renovated, and made into a gift shop and
offices.




TOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Herr, Kincaid. The Louisville & Nashville Railroad 1850 1963,
Louisville: L & N Public Relations Department,
Ist. Printing 1943, Revised 1964,

Klein, Maury. History of the Louisville & Nashville Railroad,
New York, New York: The Macmillan Company, 1972.

, , ntinued)
§H1CAL DATA o : G .
LATITUDE AND L ONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AN LONGITDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE ProoErTy | O DEFINING The CenTiR POINI OF A PrOPERTY
AR OF LESS THAN TFN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW -] » L) o ’ L] o ’ » [} ’ "
o ’ " o » » \ .1“\ OL
NE UTM Reference < v AL
° . " °
SE ’ ) 16/655850/4230740
W Q ', Ll o ’ »

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: Less thnn five
.

|LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE: . . CODE COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

NAME AND TITLE:

Bennett Roach, Shelby County Representative FTW

ORGANIZATION DATE

Kentucky Heritage Commission Feb. 27, 1973

STREET AND NUMBER:

e/o Sentinel-News Sixth & Main Streets

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

Shelbyville Kentucky __________ 021

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public L.aw I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion Notional Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been g
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set L / )

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

P e s . . . Director, Oftice of Archeology and Historic Preservation
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [7] State [ Local | (3~ B ~ é %& /7‘5\
wne s d. 20 PY 17 |

Title

Date &[/g// 7 j/ Date aw 20 ’975

Yr U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1973~729-147/1442 3-|

336

SNOIL1LONY1LSNI



Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Kentucky
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |counTY
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM Shelby
FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Continuation Sheet) 1 ENTREN;MBEE b

(Number all entries)

Shelbyville L & N Railroad Depot
9. Major Bibliographical References (continued) Page 2

Roach, Bennett. ' Old L & N Depot Bldg. Faces Uncertain Future, "
The Sentinel-News, June 5, 1972, pp. 1, 10,

"Moving Day for the Old Station,'' The Sentinel-News,
February 26, 1973, pp. 1, 1.

News features on WHAS-TV fall & winter 1972-'73,

REUSING RAILROAD STATIONS. New York, New York: Educational
Facilities Laboratories Inc., 1974,

Glenn Rutherford, ''Shelbyville Doctor Plans to Preserve Abandoned Station, "
The Courier-Journal (Louisville, December 11, 1972), p. B L

y

/ Cat r*? \.\'\lia“\i Sy
R
ST S S
S O
\ H 3




FSfQ'Cibh (ho'{“ evrected at time of s map )

(s relocqtion

oh O

ot

l/ (o C'Cl‘ti

P rtor v

N T d e NV F N .
; wm Nfu;\ﬂwﬂ Aur X ..
- e .44‘ W ,..\
¢

Y]

LﬁﬁMﬂ, >
: “
Q
— . .....
¥ :
< . ” :

( ]
[\ Z :
A ) \
XV \ .
g g 5
L
£
.,C
3 s
N
2 [
" ]
b4
X
o7
<«
’ 7 3
T
[2]
o
2 3
1]
: §
X
- {

I
[
<
z

e e - — ]




