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1. Name of Property

historic name Kent Union Chapel and Cemetery
other names/site number Kent Chapel

rz. Location

street & number 3386 V18 Road not for publication _N/A
city or town Brooklyn vicinity _X
state lowa code _IA county __Poweshiek code _157 zip code _52211

I 3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this _X
nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In
my opinion, the property __X__ meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be
considered significant ___ nationally ____ statewide _X__locally. (___ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
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State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. ( ___ See continuation sheet for
additional comments.)
Signature of commenting or other official Date
State or Federal agency and bureau
| 4. Natjénal Park Service Certification /"7 .

%)n’;{u/ré of Keepe

1, hefeby certify that this property is:
Q entered in the National Register
____ See continuation sheet.
____determined eligible for the
National Register
___ See continuation sheet.
_____determined not eligible for the
National Register
_____removed from the National Register

By,

other (explain):



Kent Union Chapel and Cemetery
Name of Property

Poweshiek County, lowa
County and State

[ 5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_X_ private ____ building(s)
___ public-local _X_district
____public-State ___ site
____public-Federal __ structure
: ____object

Name of related muitiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing Noncontributing
0_ buildings
0_ sites
structures
____ objects
_0 Total

2
1
3

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

N/A

| 6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

SOCIAL/meeting hall
SOCIAL/civic
SOCIAL/clubhouse

RELIGION/religious facility
FUNERARY/cemetery

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)
VACANT/NOT IN USE
FUNERARY/cemetery

[ 7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categones from instructions)

LATE 19" AND 20™ CENTURY REVIVALS/Classical Revival

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions

foundation __ CONCRETE

roof WOOD
walls BRICK

STONE
other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



Kent Union Chapel and Cemetery Poweshiek County, lowa
Name of Property County and State

l 8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property (Enter categories from instructions)

for National Register listing)
SOCIAL HISTORY

X_ A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

___ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or Period of Significance
represents the work of a master, or possesses 1909-1959
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) Significant Dates
Property is: 1909
X_A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

C a birthplace or a grave.

X_D acemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure Cultural Affiliation
N/A

F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved
significance within the past 50 years. Architect/Builder
UNKNOWN

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

| 9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS) Primary Location of Additional Data

___preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been X___ State Historic Preservation Office
requested. ____ Other State agency

___previously listed in the National Register Federal agency

___previously determined eligible by the National Register
___designated a National Historic Landmark University
___recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # Other
___recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # Name of repository:

Local government




Kent Union Chapel and Cemetery Poweshiek County, lowa
Name of Property County and State

| 10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property _less than one acre

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
1 15546190 4628420 3 _
2 4 __

See continuation sheet.
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

[ 11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte___Jan Olive Nash/Historian & Architectural Historian, & Jennifer A. Price/Historian

organization_Tallgrass Historians L.C. date__September 2008
street & number_2460 S. Riverside Drive telephone_319.354.6722
city or town__lowa City state_I|A zip code _52246

Iﬁ!ditional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

[ Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Kent Chapel. c/o Gary Showalter / Marvin‘ Keller, Don Ryan, & Gary Whitsell, Madison Twp Trustees
street & number 5005 N. Lakeshore Dr. / c/o Mr. Keller, 3411 150™ St. telephone_641-522-7509 / 641-522-5556

city or town Brookiyn / Brooklyn state_IA zip code _ 52211 /52211

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Piaces to nominate properties
for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in
accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this
form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and
Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Railroad) would stop in Brooklyn, five miles to the south.” The sparse settlement and rugged landscape compounded the
sense of isolation for the forty or so farming families who had settled in Madison Township in the 1850s, and who by
necessity relied on family, kin, and neighbors.*

As in most of the upper Midwest, the settlement pattern of Madison Township was kin-based, with several generations and
sometimes more than one branch of a single family arriving together. The Kents were no exception. The elder Kents—
Moses, Sr. and Dolly—along with their extended family were among the first settlers in Madison Township, having left New
York in the early 1830s to begin what became a two-decade trek west. After settling in Putnam County, Indiana, for a number
of years, the extended Kent family moved on to Iowa, arriving in northern Poweshiek County in 1853.% There the senior
Kents acquired land in several sections of Madison Township.® Eventually, it would be in Section 23 that the Kent family
and their descendants would leave the most lasting imprint on the cultural landscape.

In 1853, when the Kent family arrived, they settled at an undetermined location but it was near the township’s first white
settler, Joseph Enochs, who had arrived in 1852 and first settled in Section 24.” In 1858, Enochs and his wife, Betsey,
transferred a parcel of land in Section 23 to the Madison Township trustees for use as a “burying ground.” The Enochs’ deed
to the trustees for this land specified that “said piece of land is for burying the dead on and for no other purpose.”®

The following year, in 1859, Moses Kent Sr. acquired the land surrounding the cemetery from the Enochs family.® From that
point on, the area became identified with the Kent family name. A school house was constructed next to the cemetery by at
least 1870 (Fig. 19), and it became known as Kent school house'® and the burial ground became the Kent cemetery. The road
through Section 23 became known as Kent street or road and the whole area was known as the Kent neighborhood and
“Kent’s Corners.” Thus, the Kent family name became ingrained in the physical landmarks and community identity of that
part of Madison Township."'

* A. T. Andreas, lllustrated Historical Atlas of the State of Iowa (1875, reprinted Des Moines: State Historical Society of Iowa, 1970),
461.

* Jowa State Census, 1856. For a discussion of the interdependency of the first families who settled the Midwest prairies and created rural
neighborhoods that served as their “community,” see John Mack Faragher, Sugar Creek: Life on the lllinois Prairie (New Haven: Yale
University Press, 1986).

3 The History, 594, Iowa State Census, 1856, Poweshiek County, Iowa, Madison Township.

¢ Based on Poweshiek County Recorder Deed Book 1, which appears to cover 1851-1855, the name “Moses Kent Sen.” [Sr.] is connected
with several parcels in Sections 24 and 26 in 1853, but not the Section 23 parcel on which the present Kent Chapel would be built
eventually.

7 The History, 594. How Joseph Enochs acquired his land remains unknown, but it had been surveyed and was available for purchase. See
generally, Roscoe L. Lokken, lowa Public Land Disposal (Iowa City: State Historical Society of Iowa, 1942), map at 47, 144.

¥ Deed, Joseph Enochs and Betsey Enochs to the trustees of Madison Township, Poweshiek County, Iowa, dated October 6, 1858,
recorded in Deed Book G, page 131, Poweshiek County Recorder’s Office. By 1880, the cemetery contained “about 100 graves,” The
History, 598. By the 1930s, twenty members of the Kent family had been laid to rest there. See lowa WPA Graves Registration Survey.
Accessed at http.//iowawpagraves.org/index.php? cid=79 on August 27, 2007.

° The early records of the Kents’ purchase of the land on which the Kent Union Chapel would eventually be built are incomplete and
confusing, no doubt in part because of the number of Kents in the township. Some clarification of when Moses Kent Sr. acquired the
Kent Union Chapel parcel was sought as early as 1882, when one Donald Fraser, a personal acquaintance, averred in a filed affidavit that
he “was well acquainted with Moses Kent Sr. who on [January] 31, 1859 purchased of Jacob Enochs the SW of SE qr Sec 23-81-14
West...” See Poweshiek County Recorder’s Office, Deed Book 18, page 609. The reference to Jacob Enochs rather than Joseph Enochs is
probably an error in the memory of the affiant or of the transcriber who recorded the affidavit in the book.

1 The 1880 History of Poweshiek County, which states that the first school in the township was “Kent’s school-house” does not specify a
date or location for this school and nothing can be found that convincingly connects the Kent log school with the land next to the
cemetery in Section 23. An 1870 township map shows a school next to the cemetery, but labels it “No. 6,” suggesting that there are at
least five other schools in the township by that year. Lewis’ Map of Poweshiek County, State of Iowa (Des Moines: Mills & Co., 1870).

' Brooklyn Chronicle, August 25, 1965, reprinting an article from the same newspaper published July 3, 1930.
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Figure 19 Section 23 and its surroundings, in Madison Township, 1870. Note the extensive landholdings of the extended Kent
family in and around Section 23. The map is marked with a cross to signify the extant cemetery next to school house “No. 6,” later
the site of the Kent Union Chapel. Lewis’ Map of Poweshiek County, State of Iowa, 1870.

The Kent school house was central to the surrounding community, nearly all of whom were native-born farm families, many
of them Methodists.'> From its beginning, the Kent school house served many community functions that encompassed both
the secular and spiritual. The school house was a venue for church services, a polling place for elections, a social center for
rural neighborhood gatherings, and a wedding chapel. Adjacent to the township cemetery, the school house naturally was
used for funeral services. The “Kent Sunday school” met weekly in the school house, and “ice cream and cake socials” and
other events took place there as well."> Many activities were intended to raise funds for the Sunday school, building
maintenance, or some larger community purpose. Other gatherings were held purely for “fellowship.” The historical record
suggests that many of these activities and functions at Kent school were organized, scheduled, and managed by a small group
of local women who informally thought of themselves as a ladies aid organization, but occasionally publicly called

"2 Jowa State Census, 1895. The Methodists, including the Kents, organized as a church in 1856, but they held their meetings in several
district school houses. Two decades later, in 1875, the Madison Township Methodists reorganized and built a large church a little over a
mile north of Kent school house.

13 Brooklyn Chronicle, June 15, 1900.
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themselves the “Kent Ladies Aid Society,” and, later, formally incorporated themselves as the “Kent Cemetery Aid
Society.”"

In 1907, Poweshiek County redistricted its public schools and the Kent school building was physically relocated one mile to
the northeast to better serve its newly drawn district. 15 The removal of the school from its time-honored place, however, left a
void in the rural neighborhood, acutely felt by area residents. No longer was there a shelter to host the funerals prior to
burials in the adjacent cemetery, no place to hold Memorial Day services, no building in which to gather for ice cream
socials, Sunday school, quilting, or other social activities. The informal rural community that had so long relied on the school
building to hold civic, social, cultural, and religious events was missed and so the women of the ladies aid group began
planning a replacement for the school building. '®

The Kent Cemetery Aid Society and Kent Union Chapel

What became the formal Kent Cemetery Aid Society upon its incorporation in 1908 appears at first glance to have been a
more or less typical ladies aid group, composed of an association of farm wives who lived within a five- to six-mile radius of
the Kent Cemetery. Some lived in neighboring Jefferson Township to the east. Most of the women in the group traced their
families back to Madison Township’s first settlers and many had relatives buried in Kent Cemetery. Though all were native-
born Christians, the women represented several denominations, including Methodist, Catholic, and Presbyterian, and less
typically, a few women who claimed no religious affiliation at all. In this membership make-up, the women mirrored the
broader rural community of which they were a part. According to state census records, Madison Township families near the
turn of the twentieth century included Methodist, Christian, Protestant, Presbyterian, Baptist, Episcopal, Lutheran, Catholic,
Free Thinker, United Brethren, Dunkard, Quaker, Mormon, Deist, and even an “Infidel,” while many admitted to no religious
affiliation at all.'"” The women’s decision to replace Kent school with a union chapel that would serve multiple
denominations as well as the non-religious needs of the district reflects their commitment to “the proposition that faith is
important, but ‘community’ is critical.”"® The group’s non-denominational mission in replacing the school made Kent Union
Chapel “more truly a community enterprise than most country churches.”"’

Ladies aid societies originated in the 1880s in large urban churches, where ministers gave the congregation’s female
members a distinct but limited role within the church. The ideology of separate and gendered spheres pervasive in the middle
class in the mid-nineteenth century, initially confined women to the home in order to tend to domestic needs and raise
children to be good citizens. Gradually, women of better economic means expanded their sphere of moral influence to
include new roles in schools, churches, and communities. Ladies aid societies were one type of women’s association that
promoted moral influence to attain collective goals. Though they worked closely with “the men who controlled the church’s

!4 Primary sources suggest that over the decades the public and the women themselves mingled these references. What was consistent was
the sex of the membership and the community-supportive mission. See, for example, references contained in the article published in the
Brooklyn Chronicle, on August 25, 1965, which was a reprint of an article from the same newspaper published July 3, 1930; also see the
slim collection of Kent Union Chapel and Cemetery records held by the Poweshiek County Historical Society.
'> Brooklyn Chronicle, August 25, 1965, reprinting an article from the same newspaper published July 3, 1930. Later, Madison Township
E)Guilt all new schools. By 1930, the old Kent school house had been converted to a farm house.

1bid.
'" lowa State Census, 1895. Under the category of “Religion,” an answer of “None” or no response could also indicate an unwillingness to
give an answer to the census taker.
'® Jan R. Olive [Nash] Full, “Hinterland or Heartland: The Survival of Small-Town Lake Mills, lowa” (unpubl. Ph.D. dissertation, Loyola
University Chicago, 2006), 80. The observation related to a similar non-denominational “union church” built in around 1880 in a north-
central Jowa village when disagreements among local Methodists threatened to exclude some town residents from their services.
' Brooklyn Chronicle, August 25, 1965, reprinting an article from the same newspaper published July 3, 1930.
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Planning for the new chapel began on June 2, 1907, when the women met at the home of Dolly Roudabush in Jefferson
Township.? At that meeting, the members refocused themselves “to swing this project [of replacing the school with a new
building].”** The women selected the name, Kent Cemetery Aid Society, to emphasize their specific mission, and elected
officers and a building committee that included Mary Hilligas as President, Carrie Houck as Secretary, and Miriam A.
Johnston, J. Alice (“Allie”) Miller, Dolly Roudabush, and Flora Kent as Trustees. A year later, on June 4, 1908, the Kent
Cemetery Aid Society signed a 50-year lease for the land next to Kent Cemetery, then owned by F. O. and Grace
Cunningham. In signing the lease, the parties agreed that “within a reasonable time” the Kent Cemetery Aid Society would
“erect on said land a building suitable for housing public gatherings of people.”?

The members also formally incorporated the Kent Cemetery Aid Society in that year, 1908, and the women set to work
soliciting funds for a new building and organizing fund-raising events such as chicken suppers, ice cream socials, apron sales,
and waste paper drives.?® From these efforts, the Kent Cemetery Aid Society raised $1,595.58 and successfully secured many
in-kind donations that made Kent Union Chapel a reality. Several Brooklyn businesses, for example, donated material and
merchandise to the project. Light Lumber Yard furnished the lumber; Breckenridge Hardware donated the stoves and other
hardware accessories; and B. E. Dayton Furniture Store donated some of the interior furnishings. Art Coburn, a local
carpenter, lent his services, as did Will Pierson, who wrote Kent Union Chapel’s first insurance policy.”’” Kent Union Chapel
was dedicated May 23, 1909. Though well attended, dedication collections amounted to only $92.63.?® The following
Sunday, Kent Cemetery served as the site of the township’s Memorial Day address given by W. L. Clapp and a performance
by the township band directed by Miss Thursia Manatt.”

zi Brooklyn Chronicle, August 25, 1965, reprinting an article from the same newspaper published July 3, 1930.
Ibid.
» Deed Book 76, page 439, Poweshick County Recorder’s Office.
% «Articles of Incorporation for an Aid Society;” Brooklyn Chronicle, August 25, 1965, reprinting an article from the same newspaper
published July 3, 1930.
*" Brooklyn Chronicle, August 25, 1965, reprinting an article from the same newspaper published July 3, 1930.
% Ibid. On May 27, 1909, the Brooklyn Chronicle reported a collection “only a little over $100 being taken up.”
% Brooklyn Chronicle, May 27, 1909.
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10. Geographical Data

Verbal Boundary Description

'The nomination includes that portion of the southwest quarter of the southeast quarter of Section 23, Madison Township,
Poweshiek County, described more specifically as the two fenced enclosures on the north side of county road V18, between
Kent Church Road on the west and Holiday Road on the east, such fenced enclosures surrounding Kent Union Chapel and,

adjacent to it on the west, the Cemetery.

Boundary Justification

The boundary is the description, using current visual landmarks, of the entire property historically associated with Kent Union
Chapel and Cemetery. The chapel and cemetery are under the control of different property owners—the chapel is owned by
the adjacent farmer, while the cemetery is under the jurisdiction of the township trustees—but the two resources are

inextricably linked historically.
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Rural Poweshiek County, lowa with the general location of the property circled.
(detail from lowa DOT map, January, 2008)
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Site Plan
(sketch map by Tallgrass Historians L.C., 2008)
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Chapel Floor Plan (taligrass Historians L.C., 2008)
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Photograph Locations
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gravel road
V 18 Road

Photograph Label Information (## 3, 4, & 5 share information)

3. Tallgrass Historians L.C., Jan Olive Nash

4. September, 2007

5. Tallgrass Historians L.C., lowa City, lowa

6. Photograph #1: Exterior of chapel's south facade and cemetery beyond, facing NW
Photograph #2: Exterior of chapel's west side and south facade, facing NE
Photograph #3: Exterior of chapel’s east side and kitchen wing, facing NW
Photograph #4: Exterior of chapel’s kitchen wing, facing SW
Photograph #5: Exterior of chapel's west side and north chancel, facing SE
Photograph #6: Interior from sanctuary looking toward vestibule, facing S
Photograph #7: Interior from kitchen doorway area, looking into sanctuary, facing SSE
Photograph #8: Interior from near southeast comer of sanctuary, looking toward the raised platform, facing N

Photograph #9: Exterior of outbuilding, facing NE



