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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (</ known,) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Novillo Line Gflunp underwent some changes during the long period of its 
use. These changes were occassioned mostly by changing techniques, such as 
the introduction of trucks for the transporting of cattle. Thus, one may 
see truck loading chutes, a windmill, etc., which were not part of the line 
camp at its beginning, but which were added through the years as techni- 

changed. Novillo remained a viable part of the Padre Island cattle 
ndustry from the time Pat Dunn first established his ranch in 1879 until 
the cattle raising industry was phased out in 1971, and remains in appear­ 
ance just as it was left at that time.

With the exception of the windmill, which Pat Dunn did not use, but which 
was introduced by his son Burton Dunn after his father's death, and the 
loading chutes, whrch were introduced along with trucks after WW II, the 
basic*elements of the line camp have remained the same. They consist 
of the traps, holding pens, corrals, two bunkhouses, a kitchen, and a 
windmill and tank.

The two bunkhouses are the only completely enclosed structures. These 
are of board and batten construction, with pitched roofs covered with 
corrugated metal roofing. They are constructed on piers, with the floors 
being about two feet above grade, presumably to keep the floors dry and 
sound due to the extremely high water table, and also to provide some 
protection against snakes. The kitchen is an open structure, consisting 
of a pitched roof of wood planks supported by posts. It served primarily 
as shelter from sun and rain. The pens were generally fenced wood plank 
rails on posts, while the traps were fenced with barbed or woven wire, 
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"Novillo is the best single remaining artifact;of the primary historical 
land utilization activity on Padre [Island], namely-i.-cattle raising., 
from 1805 to 1971. ... Novillo documents and graphically illustrates 
a level of man's historical interaction with the island's environment. 
Novillo is a symbol of,man's adaption of an agricultural economic 
form to Padre Island."

Ranching on Padre Island began with the Spanish, was continued during 
the period of Mexican ownership, and came into the hands of Anglo- 
Americans after the establishment of the Republic of Texas. In 1879, 
Patrick Dunn moved from the Texas mainland and began his ranching 
operations. He eventually acquired almost all of Padre Island.

Ranching on the island had features unusual to the Texas cattle-raising in­ 
dustry.- Because of the .environment -no-fcs#y*y~ brushy/grew* o*k-ther^slan4^r thus 
this major obstacle and hazard did not have to be contended with by the cow­ 
boys. Perhaps more significant, no fencing was required as the entire 
range was surrounded by water which provided a natural barrier for the 
cattle. This removed considerable expense which almost ^11 cattlemen faced 
with the end of the open range system in the late nine^^^^ century.

The unusual le/ngth of the island meant that cattle could wander south more 
than a hundred miles from the ranch headquarters near the islands north end. 
To operate in these particular circumstances Dunn built his line camps at 
fifteen-mile intervals along the upper (north) portions of the island. 
Novillo was his northernmost line camp and it is the only one which remains 
generally intact.

As a part of the plains cattle industry, the ranching activities on Padre Is­ 
land and other nearby islands involved environmental features unique to the 
industry. The Novillo line camp, as the chief remnant of this activity 
within the park area, has considerable interpretive potential and represents 
a ranching effort which because of its uniqueness, hay^ local and regional 
significance.

James W. Shiere, "Padre Island National Seashore, Historic Resource 
Study," p.73.
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2. LOCATION

The Novlllo Line Camp is located near the east shore of Padre Island N. S. 
approximately 2.2 miles south of the north boundary along the access 
road and approximately 0.2 mile east along a Shell Oil Co. service road.
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