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1 . Name Silver Lake District

historic

and/or common

2. Lﬂcation Harrisville, N.H.

street & number

—not for publication -

city, town — vicinity of

state code county code
¥ - - -
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
X__district —___ public X _ occupied ____ agriculture ——_ museum
— building(s) X private - — unoccupied —_ commercial —— park
—— structure __both ——. work In progress __ educational X _ private residence
—_slte Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment ——religious )
- object —In process X__ yes: restricted —— government — scientific
- being considered —- yes: unrestricted —industrial —transportation
——hno — military. —— other:

4. Owner of Property it

name

street & number

city, town — vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Cheshire County Courthouse - Registry of Deeds
street & number . Court Street

city, town Keene state N-H.

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

In addition to Harrisville
multiple resource nomination

title None

survey

has this properly been determined cligible? __yes ___no

date

——tederal ___state ___ county ___ local

depository for survey records

city, town .

state
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Condition Check one Check one

X_ excellent —__deteriorated _X__ unaltered _X original site
X __good —ruins X_. altered —_ moved date
X__ fair - unexposed

See individual properties

é.
. Describe the present and original (if known) physical oppearance

The southern part of Silver Lake, long and narrow with its tip oriented toward

Mt. Monadnock, is situated in northwestern Harrisville. The northern end of the
lake is in the Town of Nelson. At an altitude of 1321 feet, the lake is 1.62 miles
long and enjoys a view of Monadnock from its southern end. It is a deep lake set

in a bowl of .gentle hills, part of the Minnewawa Watershed. Its water flows to
Keene and then to the Connecticut River. Access to the lake is, and has been since
the 1760s, by the Silver Lake Road and the Old Nelson Road which runs along the
hillside to the east. The Chesham station, built for the Manchester and Keene Rail-
road in 1878, is 1.32 miles from the southern outlet, a convenient commuting dis-

tance for hardworking fathers.

Silver Lake was known to the first settlers, c.1760,as Pleasant Pond, becoming Breed
Pond ¢.1780. The latter name honored Dr. Nathaniel Breed, one of Nelson's first
settlers. In 1886, and at the present time, old timers use the terms Breed Pond

and Silver Lake interchangeably. Both names occur in the deeds, but by the 1890s,
Silver Lake predominates.

The lake was surrounded by cleared pastures in 1886. They belonged to Corban C.
Farwell (east) and Wellington W. Seaver (west, cf.#CVD-16 & 17) These men were
operating farms when they decided to sell lots, 10 rods by 10 rods,on the lake shore
to the new summer residents whose arrival was stimulated by the start of local rail-
road service in 1880. They continued to farm throughout the period of significance.
. Members of the Seaver family sold lumber to construct cottages and both Seavers and
Farwells helped to build the roads which gave access to the little houses (and form
part of the boundaries of the District). The early deeds allow for passage of work-
ing teams of oxen and horses. They were laid out by summer resident engineer Samuel

Wadsworth (SLD-13). .

The three lots on the 0ld Nelson Road sold by Corban Farwell (cf.SLD 525 53 and
54) originally ran from the 0ld Nelson Road to the shore (285/519, 292/260, and
295/339). The houses built on them by Dr. Dinsmoor and Frederic A. Faulkner and
Francis C. Faulkner, father and son, survive. The lake front land that belonged to
them has been subdivided during the last hundred years (cf. Wilkinson-Bemis #SLD10;

Kimball SLD-11, Fenney SLD 27, 28 and 29.)

In 1903 there were thirty-seven cottages on the shores of Silver Lake. Thirty-five
of them survive, and about eighteen new cottages have been added. Barn-garages and
sheds have proliferated. There are ten interesting old barns that remain. The
entire district falls within Harrisville and the boundaries encompass only the area
within which the original cottages were built and survive.

The cottages are fine examples of a simplified vernacular stick style. Siding
materials used include vertical matched boards, tongue and groove siding, boards
and battens and -shingles: shaped or plain. The original sidings emphasized the
vertical line, reflected light in an irregular fashion and contributed to a pictur-
esque rustic quality. The decorative details included simple varieties of shaped
shingles, decorated verge boards and- trim, narrow windows with a variety of sash
‘ types, and elongated chimneys. The veranda is ubiquitous and usually appears on
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~ 8, Significance SLD 8.1

a_ .
a Period . Arcas of Significance—Check and Justity below .
prehlistoric archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning _ landscape architecture ___ religion
—_ 1400-1499 _.__ archeology-historic ——— conservation —law —.— sclience
15001599 _____ agriculture : —_cconomics — literature —— sculpture
PV__ 1600-1699 X . architecture —— education —— military — social/
3 1700-1799 ____art — engineering — music humanitarian
—x_ 1800-1899 ___ commerce X__exploration/settiement ____ philosophy —— theater
X 1900~ _____ communicalions . industry — politics/government  __ transportation
— invention —— other (specily)
Specific dates 1886-1903 : Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Silver Lake District achieves significance as a well preserved group of resort
houses built during a short period (1886-1903) which together possess exceptional
regional and local historic and architectural interest. Its cottages were built
by residents of Keene and Marlborough who were local leaders in manufacturing,
comperce, finance, the professions and government. In many cases the same families
have kept the cottages for a hundred years. The Silver Lake colony is unusual in
the Monadnock region in that it was confined to owners and builders from Keene and
Marlborough. Dublin and Nelson both had significant summer colonies at the same
period but owners and architects were from outside the region. There were summer
colonies at Spofford Lake and Granite Lake which survive but have not been studied.

The Silver Lake District has integrity of design, workmanship, materials and feel-
ing and association. It makes an important contribution to the understanding of
19th century summer resort establishment and home construction in New Hampshire as
all of its early houses are variations on a single lakeside theme (Criteria A and
C). Criteron B is also satisfied because the people who had these houses con-
structed were locally important. In its context, Silver Lake is unique and makes
an indispensable contribution to Harrisville's comprehensive catalogue of surviving
upland New Hampshire built resources.

Silver Lake's architectural contribution lies in the example it presents of the
ubiquitous application of romantic elements in local 19th century resort cottage
construction. Its importance is measurably enhanced by the integrity with which
these features have survived the ensuing century.

A. J. Downing wrote in The Architecture of Country Houses (1850):

"Men of imagination whose ambition and energy will give them no peace within
the mere bounds of nationality 'need' country houses with high roofs, .steep
gables, unsymmetrical forms. It is for such that the architect may safely
introduce the tower and the campanile - any and every feature that indicates
originality,'boldﬁess, energy and variety of character. To find a really
original man living in an original and characteristic house is as satisfactory
as to find an eagle's nest built on top of a mountain craig."l

Downing's Gothic.romanticism is seen at Silver Lake in the irregular silhouettes
of the cottages, the cross gables and varying roof heights. The emphasis on fram-
ing and the decorative wooden spindle screens and verge boards of the later stick
and Queen Anne styles also appear. The picturesque outline and irregular massing
characteristic of these styles proved adaptable at Silver Lake as elsewhere over
the years and allowed compatible additions as living patterns changed.
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10. Geogaraphical Data

Acreage of nominated property 66;

Quadrangle name _ Monadnock
UTM References

Alasl 2B slsod [47]599,00f
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clusl 7133|679 47593509
el18]) 171336 0 p| 147158759
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Quadrangle scale
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Verbal boundary description and justification

See item #7.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state NA code county code

state NA

11. Form Prepared By

code counly code

nameftitle Marcia M. Cini, Project Director, and Project Staff

Historic Harrisville, Inc. May 1984

organization date

Box 79 (603) 927-3334
street & number telephone
city or town Harrisville state NH 03450

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification -

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

____national —_ slale . ...-local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according o the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

For NPS use only
I hereby certily that this property Is included in the National Regisler

dale

Keeper of the National Register

Attest: . date

Chief of Registration
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SILVER LAXE DISTRICT: OWNERS LIST, ALPHABETICAL

PROPERTY OHNER ADDRESS SITE & HISTORIC NAHME
ALLEN, HR. d. 160 LINCOLN AVE., AMHERST, MA 01002 §LD-26  BRIDGMAN COTTAGE
AUSTERMANN, HR. % MRS, 6, 12 ELLISON RD., LEXINGTON, HA 02173 -5L0-48  SPRAGUE COTTABE
BACON, HR. K/BEAUREGARD, HR. M c/o BACOH, RFD BOX 241, JAFFREY, N.H. 03452 SLD-54  FREDERIC A. FAULKNER HOUSE
BEHIS, MR. R./BEMIS, MR. D. 63 ROCKLEDGE DR., W. HARTFORD, CT 04107 SLD-10  WILKINSON COTTAGE
BOLLE, MRS. d. RFD FRANCESTORN, N.H. 03043 §LD-16  FAULKNER BOATHOUSE
CHABDTT, MR. T. 108 VALLEY RD., KEENE, N.H. 03431 SLD-55UL
CLARK, HR. & HRG. H. . 23 NO. BUENA VISTA, ENGLEWOOD, FL. 33333  SLD-3! €. H. CLARK COTTAGE
CLEARY, HR. % MRS. EDWARD HUNTER FARM RD., PETERBOROUGH, M.H. 03458 5LD-3%9A
COLONY, MR. J. J., dR. BOX 127, HARRISVILLE, N.H. 03430 SLD-21  KIMBALL COTTAGE

DAWES, MRS, W. ET AL
DEXTER, HRS. R.
DOWNING, MRS. L./HASTINGS, HR. J.
GEDDES, HR. P.
GENDRON, HR. & MRS. E.
GOGOLEM, HR. R. A.
GORDON, HRS. N. K.
HARDY, REV. & HRS. R.
HILL, HR. H.

HURD, HR. % MRS. C.
INN AT EAST HILL FARM
JOHNSTON, MRS. T. H.
JOLLY, HRS. K.
LEPISTO, MR. G. A.
LEWIS, DR. & HRS. H.
LEWIS, HISS H.
MacDONALD, MR. W.
MASOM, LT. COL. 6. E.
MASON, HR. & HRS. H. D./COMLES, HR. % HRS. R. S.
HASON, ER. R. E.
HITCHELL, HISS. S.
HITCHELL, HR. .
HULALLY, MR. H. A.
HUMNERT, HRS. F.

144 HALNUT ST., ENGLEWOOD, N.J. 07831
JORDAN RD., KEENE, N.H. 0343t

RFD CHESHAM, MARLBOROUSH, N.H. 03455

RFD CHESHAM, HARLBOROUGH, N.H. 03455

22 HARDY CT., KEENE, N.H. 03431

GLEBE RD., HESTHORELAND, N.H. 03447

BOX 248, CORNISH FLAT, N.H. 03744

RFD CHESHAM, MARLBOROUSH, N.H. 03455

& BLUEBIRG CT., SPRINBFIELD, YT. 05156

13 HERRIMACK ST., HUDSON, N.H. 03051

c/o ADAHS, MOUNTAIN RD., TROY, N.H. 03465
27 HILLCREST, MANCHESTER, CT 06040

1403 KYNETON RD., VILLANOVA, PA 19085

S. HAIN ST., TROY, N.H. 03465

1708 WODDBURN AVE., DURHAN, N.C. 27705

40 SUMMER ST., KEENE, N.H. 03431

420 SD. LEE ST., ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314

38 WINCHESTER ST., BALDWINVILLE, HA 014336
| HESTHOOD PK., ATTLEBOROUGH, MA 02703

29 HESTHOOD PK., ATTLEBOROUGH, MA 02703
120 RED GATE LA., AMHERST, MA 01002

120 RED GATE LA., AMHERST, MA 01002
McKINLEY ST., MARLBOROUBH, N.H. 03435
120 COGUITO WAY, PORTOD LA VALLEY, CA 94025

Page 1

SLD-38  HODGKINS COTTAGE

SLD-1% L. T. BUFFUM COTTABE
SLD-33  GREENWOOD COTTAGE
§LD-56UL PAUL WHITCOMB BREED FARM
SLD-47  WRIGHT COTTAGE

SLD-09
5LD-04
SLD-52
SLD-46A
SLD-398
5L0-02
§L0-22
5LD-31
9LD-03
SLD-4%
SLD-39
5LD-29
SLD-14
§LD-533
SLD-135
5LD-28
SLo-27
SLD-06
5L-23

KELLS BOATHOUSE
DR. GEORGE R. DINSHORE HOUSE

BURNSEY COTTAGE
KIMBALL CARRIAGE HOUSE
RICHARDSON COTTABE

SHYTH COTTARE
JONES COTTAGE

FRANCIS CHILDS FAULKNER HOUSE

TENNEY COTTAGE

HALONEY/BAKER COTTABE
HAYWARD COTTAGE
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SILVER LAKE DISTRICT: OWMERS LIST, ALPHABETICAL

PROPERTY OWNER ADDRESS 5ITE & HISTORIC NAME
OWEN, HR. d. ®. 7301 LOCK EDIN CT., POTOMAC, MD 20854 SLD-34
PARLIMAN, HR. % HRS. d. BOX 219, RTE. 30, E. JAMAICA, VT 03343 SLO-03  KELLS COTTAGE
PITSAS, HR. % MRS. P, 45 EASTVIEW RD., KEENE, N.H. 03431 SLD-41
POTTER, MRS, T. ET AL BOX 508, KEARSARGE, N.H. (3847 SLD-46 6. 6. DORT COTTAGE
PORELL, MR. % MRS5. D. 444-B BROMLEY PL., WYCKOFF, N.J. 07481 SLD-35 A, L. CLARK COTTABE
PULLEN, MRS, E. RFD CHESHAM, MARLBOROUGH, N.H. 03455 SLD-43  PIPER COTTAGE
PUTNAM, HR. D. BOX 323, KEENE, N.H. 03431 SLD-11  RAGLAND COTTAGE
RIETH, MR. R. JR. RFD CHESHAM, MARLBOROUGH, N.H. 03455 SLD-23  HUTCHINS COTTAGE
RIVES, MRS, §. BOX 4%, HARRISVILLE, N.H. 03450 SLD-17  DINSHOOR BOATHOUSE
ROWSE, HR. ¥ MRG. D, 122 HARTHELL AVE, LITTLETON, MA. 01440 SLD-43  FREDERICK COTTAGE
ROWSE, HR. d. RFD HASON, MN.H, 03048 SLD-12  BUFFUM COTTAGBE
SANDERS, HRS. M. RFD CHESHAM, MARLBOROUBH, N.H. 03433 SLD-37  FOWLER COTTAGE
SRUNDERS, MRS, I, D, 36 GRANT ST., KEENE, N.H. 03431 SLD-13  SAMUEL WADSHORTH COTTAGE
SEAVER, HR. E. G. 8 GREENBRIAR RD., KEEKE, N.H. 03431 SLD-424
GHAPIRD, HR. S. 135 LINCOLN AVE., AMHERST, MA 01002 SLD-36  KIDDER COTTAGE
SHAW, HR. C. L., JR. RFD CHESHAM, HARLBOROUGH, N.H. 03435 SLD-01  HILL COTTABE
SHAH, MR, J. RFD CHESHAM, MARLBOROUGH, N.H. 03435 SLD-32  LITTLE HUDSOM COTTAGE
TARBOX, HR. €. 324 HAIN ST., KEENE, N.H. 03431 §LD-20
TERKIBERRY, HR. B. 27 LINLEW DR., APT. 24, DERRY, N.H. 03038 SLD-24
TROMBLEY, HRS. P. D. 20 E. DIANE DR., KEENE, N.H. 03431 SLD-30
HALKER, HR. J. D. ’ 2 WALKER RD., KEENE, N.H. 03431 SLD-0B  WHITNEY COTTAGE
HHITAKER, HR. % MRS. K, RFD CHESHAM, MARLBOROUGH, H.H. 03493 SLD-42
HHITHEY, MR, H. E. GURREY RD., KEENE, N.H. 03431 SLE-07
WIGGIN, HR. A. D. 94 PRISCILLA DR., PEMBROKE, MA 02359 SL0-44  CHASE-BUFFLM COTTAGE
WILLIAHS, HR. R/LAGERBERG, HS. 5. RFD CHESHAM, MARLBOROUGH, N.H. 03435 SLD-46
YONT, MR. % HRS. L. D. 242 HAIN 5T., WALTHAM HA 02154 SLD-18  LITCHFIELD COTTAGE

Page 2
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BLD-03
SLO-064
SLD-05
SLD-Ga
SLD-07
5L0-08
SLD-09
5LE-10
ELb-11
5Ln-12

SLD-13

Sil-14

SILVER LAKE DISTRICT:

PROPERTY OWHER

SHAH, HR. L. L., IR,

IHH AT EAST HILL FaRH

LEPISTO, HR. 6. f.
GORDOK, HRS. H. E.
PARLIHAN, HR. % HRS. 1.
HULALLY, HR. H. &.
HHITHEY, HR. H.
HALKER, HR. 1. D.

BOGOLEN, HR. R. A

BEHIS, HR. R./BEHIS, HR. .
PUTHAH, HR. D.

ROKSE, HR. I

SAUNDERS, HRS. d. D.

iR3OH, LT. COL. 6. E.

HASON, HR. K. E.
BOLLE, HRS. .

RIYES, HRS. S.

YONT, HR. & HRS. L. D.
DEYTER, HRS. R.
TAREDY, HR. ©.

COLONY, HR. 3. 1., JR.
JOMHSTON, HRS. T. M.

{WHERS LIST, BY SITE NUMBER

ADDRESS

RFD CHESHAM, HARLBOROUGH, N.H, 03433

c/o ADANS, HOUNTAIN RD., TROY, N.H.
03445

5. MAIH ST., TROY, H.H. 03445

BOX 248, CORMISH FLAT, N.H. 03744

BOX 219, RTE. 30, E. JAMAICA, VT 05343
HeKINLEY 57., HARLBOROUGH, W.H. 03435
E. SURREY RD., KEENE, H.H. 03431

2 WALKER RD.', KEENE, N.H. 03431

GLEDE RD., WESTHORELAND, N.H. 03467

45 ROCKLEDGE DR., H. HARTFORD, CT 06107
BOX 323, KEEKE, H.H. 03431

RFD HASOH, H.H, 03048

55 GRANT 57., KEEWE, H.H, 03431

38 WIKCHESTER ST., BALTWIMVILLE, WA
114338

29 WESTHOOD PE., ATTLEBOROUGH, MA 02703
RFD FRANCESTOWN, M.H. 03043

BOX 43, HARRISVILLE, H.H. 03450

542 HAIN ST., WALTHAM HA 02154

JORDAN RD., KEEWE, H.H. 03431

324 MAIN ST., KEEME, N.H. 03431

© BD¥ 127, HARRISVILLE, N.H. 03430

27 HILLCREST, HAMCHESTER, €T 04040

ks
Pagg i

HISTORIC HAHE

HILL COTTAGE

SHYTH COTTAGE

KELLS BOATHOUSE

KELLS COTTABE
HALONEY/BAKER COTTAGE

HHITHEY COTTAGE
HILKINSOH COTTAGE

RAGLAND COTTAGE
BUFFUR COTTAGE

SAKUEL WADSWORTH COTTAGE

FRULKHER BOATHOUSE
DINGHOOR BOATHOUSE
LITCHFIELD COTTAGE

. T. BUFFui COTTAGE
KIHBALL COTTABE
RIHBALL CARRIAGE HGUSE
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SITE % FROPERTY OKKER ADBRESS HISTORIC HAHE
SLD-23 HUMHERT, HRS. F. 120 COBUITO WAY, PORTO LA VALLEY, CA

SLI-Z3
SLD-24
5LD-27
SL0-28
5LD-29
SLD-30
SLD-31
SLD-12

aLD-33

5LD-338
ELD-40
SLo-4
Sip-42
5L0-424

TERRIBERRY, HR. B.

RIETH, HR. R. JR.
ALLEH, HR. 1.
HITCHELL, HR. J.
HITCHELL, HISS. S.
MacDONALD, MR. .
TROMBLEY, HRS. P. D.
JOLLY, HRS. K.

SHAH, HR. J.

DOHNING, MRS. L./HASTINGS, HR. d.
OHEN, HR. 3. W.
POMELL, MR. % HRS. D.
SHAPIRD, HR. .
SENDERS, HRS. H.
BAHES. HRS. 4. ET AL

CLEARY, HR. % MRS. EDHARD

HURE, HR. % HRS. C.

HILLIANS, HR, R/LAGEREERG, HG. S.
PITSAS, HR. % HRG, P

HHITAKER, HR. % HRS. K.

SEAVER, HR. E. &.

940175

27 LINLEW DR., APT. 24, DERRY, N.H.
03038

RFD CHESHAM, HARLBOROUGH, H.H. 03433
160 LINCOLH AVE., AKHERST, HA 01002
120 RED GATE LA., AMHERST, HA 01002
120 RED GATE LA., AHHERST, HA 01002
420 S0. LEE SF., ALEXANORIA, VA 22314
26 E. DIANE DR., KEENE, H.H. 03431
1403 KYNETON RD., YILLANOVA, PA 19085
RFD CHESHAM, HARLBOROUBH, R.H. 03435
RFD CHESHAM, HARLBOROUGH, M.H. 03455
7301 LOCK EDIN CT., POTOMAC, HD 20854
444-B BROMLEY PL., WYCKOFF, N.J. 07481
135 LINCOLH AVE., AMHERST, KA 01002
RFD CHESHAM, HARLBOROUGH, H.H. 03435
144 WALMUT ST., ENBLEWOOD, M.J. 0783

HUNTER FARM RD., PETERBORGUGH, N.H.
(3438

13 HERRIHACK ST., HUDSOH, H.H. 03031
RFD CHESHAH, MARLBORDUGH, H.H. 03455

45 EASTYIEW RD., KEEHE, H.R. 0343t

RFD CHESHAH, MARLBORDUGH, N.H. 03433
3 GREEHBRIAR RD., KEEHE, W.H. 03431

.-

!
fage 2

HAYHARD COTTAGE

RUTCHING COTTAGE
BRIDGHAN COTTRGE

TERNEY COTTAGE

RICHARDSON COTTAGE
LITTLE HUDSOH COTTARE
GREENKOND COTTAGE

A. L. CLARK COTTAGE
KIDDER COTTAGE
FOWLER COTTAGE
HOGGKING COTTAGE

GURNSEY COTTAGE
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SLD-45A
SLD-47
5LD-48
EL0-47
SLI-30
EL0-51

SLD-52

£ry

T

1-53

SILYER LAKE DISTRICT:

PROPERTY OMNER
ROWSE, MR, & HRS. D.
WIGGIN, HR. A. D.
PULLEN, HRS. E.
POTTER, KRS. T. ET AL
HILL, HR. H.
SENDRON, MR. & HRS. E.
AUSTERHENN, HR. % HRS. B.
LEKIS, DR. % HRS. H.
LE4IS, HISS H.
CLARK, HR. & NRS. H. I,
HERDY, REY. % HRS. R.

HASON, HR. % MRS, H. D./COMLES, HR. %
HES, R. &

BACON, HR. K/BERUREGARD, HR. H

OWHERS LIST, BY SITE HUHBER

ADDRESS
122 HARTHELL AVE, LITTLETON, R, 01460
34 PRISCILLA DR., PEHBROKE, HA 02339
AFD CHESHAH, HARLBORDUBH, N.H. 03453
B0% 503, KEARSARGE, H.H. 03847 ’
4 BLUERIRD CT., SPRIMNGFIELD, V7. 05136
22 HARDY CT., KEENE, N.H. 03431
12 ELLISON RD., LEXIHBTOM, HA 02173
1708 WOODBURM AVE., DURHAM, N.C. 27703
Al SUHHER BT., KEENE, H.H, 03431
23 HO. BUEWA VISTA, ENGLEWOODR, FL. 33333
AFD CHESHAH, WARLBOROUGH, W.H. 03453

[ WESTWDOD PK., ATTLEROROUBH, HA 02703
c/o BACOM, RFD BOR 241, JAFFREY, H.H.
43432

108 VALLEY RD., KEENE, H.H. 03431
RFD CHESHAH, HARLBORDUGH, H.H. 03455

HISTORIC HAHE

FREDERICK COTTAGE
CHASE-BUFFUH COTTAGE
PIPER COTTAGE

§. 6. DORT COTTAGE

HRIGHT COTTAGE
SPRAGUE COTTAGE
JOHES COTTABE

€. H. CLARK COTTAGE
bR. BEORGE R. DINSHORE HOUSE
FRANCIS CHILDS FAULENER HBUSE

FREDERIC A. FAULKNER HOUSE

FAUL WHITCOME BREED FARH
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three sides of the cottage (cf. -SLD 3, SLD-8, SLD-10 etc.); SLD-31,52,53 and SLD-54.
display respectively a single front porch and plazzas oriented to the sun or a

view. The roofs are uniformly steeply pitched and often cross gabled (cf. SLD-28,:
35 and 19). The gable end is almost always turned toward the lake. Wood, stone
and brick are the preferred building materials. Barns, sheds, outhouses, and boat
houses were and are the outbuildings.

The houses on the 0ld Nelson Road (SLD-52-54) are larger but built of the same
materials, in the same manner, and even in the case of (SLD-52), by the same builder
The Ragland-Putnam house (SLD-11) has a classical feeling when compared to the
romanticism of the 1886-1903 cottages. It is built of similar materials, however,
and in its siting conveys a similar visual impression.

The cottages are close together but do not appear so because they fit into the
landscape, obscured by surrounding trees. Alterations in their overall physical
appearance have been minimal over the years and Silver Lake retains an attractive,
calm, wilderness quality.

The district reflects the adaptation of agricultural landscape to new use and change.
. It demonstrates an intensely local response to 19th century trends: the growth of
. industry, burgeoning population, and a renewed interest in the beauty of the natural
world. The owners, profiting from new industries and commerce, deliberately chose
a summer retreat that would be simple, unpretentious and quiet. The cottages, so
very representative of their time, so closely tied to their natural settjng, are’
both'historically and architecturally significant. The integrity with which they
survive as well as their historical associations qualify them for National Register
listing under Criteria A, B and C.

BUILDINGS CONTRIBUTING TO THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DISTRICT:

Old Nelson Road (numbers run south to north with houses all on west side of road).

SLD-52 Dr. George R. Dinsmoor House: f1889 house built for Dr. G.R. Dinsmoor of
Keene, veteran of the Civil War and descendant of the elder Gov. Samuel M.
Dinsmoor. The builder and designer was probably Cassius M. White of Keene.
The house is a woodframed T-shaped two story building. The gambreled roof
has a cross gabled section at the northern end. There have been two addi-
tions in 1900 and 1910; both on the western facade.They are a second story

- and a first story room with sloping roofs that join the gabled section and the
porch roof respectively. The house has a shed roofed one story porch on
the southern and western sides. There are 49 double hung windows in the
house with 18 panes in the top sash and a single pane at the bottom. The
siding is grey painted wood shingles with plain white window surrounds and
trim. There are two brick interior chimnies. The roof shingles are asphalt.
There are two sheds and an original barn on the property.
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SLD-53 F.C. Faulkner House: This 1887 house was built for Francis Childs Faulkner
of Keene. He was a lawyer, alderman and President of the Cheshire -County
Savings Bank,related-to Fred. A. at SLD-54, This two-and-a-half story
house has a hipped roofed main section to the .south and a stepped down
gabled wing to the north creating three different roof levels. It is
painted grey and clad in wood shingles. There are porches with shed roofs,
one story high to the south and west. A gabled roofed two story tower orna-
ments the southwest corner of the hipped roof 'section. The fenestration
appears to be original with 6/6 sash windows on the second floor and taller
6/6 sash windows on the first floor. A room on the first floor has a long
narrow row of diamond paned windows and on the second floor in the north
gabled end there is a three part window; the central window has 12/12 panes.
There are three sheds at present on the property.

Barry Faulkner, the nationally known muralist, grew up in this house at
Silver Lake and painted several charming picfures there. While living at
Silver Lake he rode his bicycle daily (1897) to Dublin to work with his
"Uncle Abbott" Thayer. At this house Faulkner's strong friendships with '
"The Pennsylvania Settlement" and the Cornish, New Hampshire jart colony

%€

b

. flourished. There was much visiting and exchange of artistic ideas and

inspiration.

SLD-54 Frederic A. Faulkner House: A large shingle style two story summer house
built in 1888 for Frederic A. Faulkner lawyer, mayor of Keene, President
of the Cheshire National Bank. He lived in the Charles E. Joslin house on
Court St. in Keene. The house is T-shaped, gable roofed. The cross gable
section is at the southern end of the building. The side gables and the
north and south gables are clipped. The long rectangular section of the
roof is punctuated by two shed roofed dormers. There are three one story
shed roofed verandahs on the south, west and north sides of the house.

The original color scheme: dark stained shingles and green trim is retained.
The roof appears to have asphalt shingles. The windows are original 4/2
and 4/2/2 sash. There are two brick chimnies. The original barn and two
sheds are still in place. '

SLp-1 Frederick Cottage: a rectangular two story house with board and batten siding,
probably built for Walter Frederick, clerk of the Massachusetts Supreme
Judicial Court, in 1910. The house has a front veranda and is stained dark
brown.

SLD-3 Smyth Cottage: a two story cottage built in 1903 for W.R. Smyth, dry goods'
merchant of Keene. Oriented with its gable end to the lake, verandahs on
two sides, and a central gazebo-pavilion with an octagohal roof. It is now
painted white, not a fashionable color during the period in which it was built,
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SLD-4 Kells Boat House: a very small,gable end to the lake, weathered boat housée
that has been converted to a dwelling. The Swner is a daughter of the Kells
family who were part of Marienfeld Camp's early history.

SLD-6 Baker Cottage: a clapboarded cottage of one and two-story sections set into
the hillside, Its boat-like appearance is enhanced by its front verandah
cantilevered over the water with lattice below and its tall narrow chimney.
The cottage was built for Andy J. Baker, Keen? 'machinist, in 1895.

SLD-8 Whitney Cottage: a steep-roofed 1894 cottage, with gable end toward the
lake, which was built for Rev. Elbert Whitney, probably by the Dodge brothers.
It has a veranda with scalloped trim on three sides and most of its 16/2
windows have been retained. b

SLD-10 Wilkinson Cottage: an 1890 cottage built for Wilkinson-McGregor Co., third
generation harness and box makers in Keene. Oriented with its gable end to
the lake, it has a steep roof, and board and batten siding. It retains its
original scalloped verge boards and windows, mostly 2/2, with some 6/1.

n

. SLD-10A Wilkinson Boat House: this has been cqﬁvérted into a cottage for another .
member of the family. _ 5o

SLD-11 Ragland Cottage: a 1927 two-story rectangular house designed by Alexander
Law and built by M.E. Proulx of Marlborough for Lillian Ragland. Sheathed ..
with horizontal flush board siding, it is defined by hipped roofed pavilions
which flank a central porch composed of round arches. A central "arcade" is
supported by three fieldstone arches at ground level.

SLD-12 Buffum Cottage: a two-story brown shingled cottage with gabled roof and
’ verandahs, built in 1886-7 for Caleb T. Buffum, president of the 5¢ Savings
Bank of Keene, and given to Susie S. Buffum at the time of her marriage to
Fred Howe. '

SLD-13 Wadsworth Cottage: a two-story brown shingled cottage with green trim which
was built for Samuel Wadsworth in 1890. He was Keene City Engineer, surveyor,
-mapmaker, natural historian and watchmaker. The house has a steep roof featur-
ing a clipped gable end oriented toward the lake. The property's barn and

- gazebo still stand.
SLD-16 Faulkner Bathhouse: a small rectangular shingled cottage built e¢. 1930s to °
replace an original Faulkner cottage that burned. This cottage is, in scale
and materials, compatible with the older ones. It is virtually invisible from

the lake and the road.

. SLD-17 Dinsmoor Bathhouse: a remodelled bathhouse (1935) originally belonging to the
Dinsmoor house. It is sheathed in horizontal siding and painted green. In
two sections, it conforms to the slope of the hill, fitting into its setting.
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SLD-18 Ljrchfield Cottage: an 1887 cottage bullt for George A. Litchfield of Keené,
bank treasurer, insurance agent and associate of C. T. Buffum (SLD-5). Decor-
ated verge boards, natural shingles and verandas are similar to those on other

cottages.

SLD-19 Boulder Cottage: Boulder Cottage, built for C. T. Buffum, bank president
in Keene. A green with white trim stick style .cruciform plan cottage, it
features steep gables, a lakeside one accented by a prominent and elaborate
kingpost truss, decorated verge boards and finials and varied fenestration.
it is complemented by a veranda on three sides with an unusual oval central
pavilion. Verge boards and truss are similar to (SLD-21).

SLD-21 (gimball Cottage : a grey shingled 1886 Queen Amne cottage built for John H.
Kimball, mill owner of Marlborough by Cassius M. White of Keene. This house
has a three-story tower, one characteristic of its Queen Anne style. Others
includé decorative shingles, decorated verge boards and open interior
planning. The living hall features a stained glass window. . ‘

SLD-22 gimball Carriage House, 1886 carriage house built for John H. Kimball (cf.SLD-21)
has been converted to a cottage. It features round windows in the front and
back and ‘has decorative verge boards. The vertical siding is painted grey.

gLp-23 Hayward Cottage . 3 seasonal home for the Hayward family of Keene, built in
1888. 1Its rustic characteristics include vertical matched board siding,
decorated verge boards and a veranda. It retains its original 2/2 windows

and barn.

g1p-25 Hutchins Cottage : | pyo-story cottage built for an owner of the Spencer
(hardware) Co., Wm. O. Hutchins, in 1890. It has vertical board siding, a
steep roof with sawtooth edging and original 2/2 windows.

SLp-26 Bridgman Cottage: a small 1890 shingled cottage probably built by L. H. and
Charles Dodge for Charles H. Bridgman of Keene, dealer in groceries. It
features steep gables, decorative trim and narrow windows.

sL.D-28 Tenney Cottage : a small 1886 cottage. The first house built at Silver
Lake, by Sawyer and Burnham of Keene for Daniel W. Tenney of Marlborough.
Mr. Tenney was a selectman and manufacturer (woodenware and textiles). The -
cottage incorporates many of the romantic principles of A. J. Downing. These |
include its orientation toward the lake, verge boards and its cruciform plan.
There is lafticework undetthe veranda floor and the windows are 6/6 and

probably original.

. SLD-31 Richardson Cottage:an 1889 cottage built for Warren W. Richardsonm, Marl-
borough woodenware manufacturer. It is painted dark brown, has 1-1/2 stories
with a steep gable roof facing the lake. The gable features sawtooth trim.
There is a porch facing the lake. The windows are 9/6 and appear original.
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SLD-32  Little-Hudson COtta86'1890 cottage built for Little-Hudson It is a much
altered building now covered in dark brown horizontal siding with white trim.
There are numerous additions on two floors.

sLp-33 Greenwood Cottage :an 1895 cottage built for W. W. Greenwood of Marlborough.
It has been altered but retains its original verge boards and 2/2 windows.

SLD-34 Kidder Cottage: This 1902 cottage is two stories high. It features a gabled
roof c11pped at both ends, with an enclosed verandes situated toward the lake.

The siding is clapboard; the windows are 2/2, There is a modern barn.

SLD-35 ' Clark Cottage : a 1902 cottage built for W. E. Kidder of Keene, chair
manulfacturer. This cottage has been modernized, the windows changed, and the
verandas enclosed, but the steep roof gable toward the lake remains.

West Side Road (numbers begin south and go north. All cottages are on the east side
of the road). \

. s1p-38 Hodgkins,.Cottage, an 1889 cottage built for B. W. Hodgkins, drug store

proprietor of Keene. It features a steep gabled roof with projecting king-
post truss and an oval decoration in the lakeside gable., Romantic detdils
include decorative carpenter details, matched tongue and groove siding and

‘three-sided veranda.
Rowse Cottage: . : : :
SLD-43 These are two.brown cottages. The main cottage has gable end to the lake

and three verandahs. It was built by a relatlve of the-builder of SLD-1.
The roof is steeply pitched. .

SLD-44 Chase-Buffum Cottage , three-story cottage built for F. W. Chase and C. C.
Buffum In IBYI. HMr. Chase was a clothing store proprietor and an associate
of C. T. Buffum. Mr. Buffum (C, T.'s brother) was Registrar of Deeds for
Cheshire County. It features scalloped edging on the verandas and the roof, _
vertical siding, 2/2 windows with simple hoods, and is painted a golden tan. i

It remains in the original family.

sLb=45 Piper Cottage : the 1895 Piper cottage with Eastlake patterned boards in
the gable peak. Its asymmetrical roof is its most unusual feature.

SLD-46 Dort Cottage: an 1893 two-story shingled cottage built for G. G. Dort
of Keene, a drug store proprietor. It retains original windows and remains °

in the original family.

SLD-47 Wright Cottageé . the 1896 Frank Wright cottage. It was built for a shoe

‘ store proprietor of Keene. Although altered, it retains stick style decora-

tive framing, scalloped shingles in gable end, kingpost truss and the original
barn.
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SLD-48 Sprague Cottage' The 1892 Cottage built for Obadlah Sprague, m111 owner
of Swanzey, it passed to the Dort family, who still own it. It is shlngled
with green trim, has two stories and three porches with Chlppendale-llke
railings ‘and original 2/2 windows.

SLD-49 Jones Cottage. the 1896 cottage of M.A. Jones,-which remains in the same
family. It features a steep gabled roof, a verandah on three sides,
original 2/2 windows and an original barn w1th tongue and groove siding.

SLD-51 Clark Cottage: a typical c. 1890 cottage built for H.J, Clark which is
also still in the same family.

STRUCTURES WHICH DO NOT CONTRIBUTE TO THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SILVER LAKE DISTRICT

0ld Nelson Road: None.

East Side Road (numbers go from north to southj all houses.bn west side of the road):

‘ SLD-2 Inn at East Hill Farm Cottage: a small, reectangular, dark brown, one-story
house clad in horizontal siding. It hHas a low pitched roof and the -gable:
end is to the lake. pete

by

SLD-5 Parliman Cottage: a green cottage that has a medium pitched roof and side
gables. The east facade shows an exterior chimney built of old bricks. ..
There is a front porch covering the entire 1ength of the building.

SLD-7 Whitney Cottage: a two-story light brown'shingled house. It is a rectangle
with a smaller square addition to the south and has a new garage. It resembles
. the older houses in size, color and materials.,

SLD-9 Gogolen Cottage: an inconspicuous, dark brown hoouse in two sections: one
and 1-% stories. It has a p;tched roof with side gables. The 6/2 windows
are similar to those of olde'r houses.

SLD-14 Mason Cottage: a rustic, dark brown "log cabin" style house with an old dbarn
which does not contribute to the district.

SLD-15> Mason Cottage: a dark brown 1-% story smaTl cottage with an outbuilding
that may be original.:

. o . by

SLD-20 Tarbox Cottage: Two small dark brown wooden cottages -that are used by one
family. Their small size and rustic materials render them inconspicuous
among the trees.
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SLD-24 Terriberry Cottage: a small, rectangular brown house set high above ﬁhe i
water, -screened by trees.,

SLD=-27 Mitchell'Cottage: a small, dark brown cottage with horizontal siding, set
high above the water with its long side toward. the lake.

SLDb-29 MacDonald Cottage' a small, dark brown two-story cottage with horizontal
siding. NP

SLD-34 Owen Cottage: This small two story cottage is almost square, has a ‘deck
porch toward the lake above a screened storage area. It is clad in horizontal
wood siding and painted red. It is surrounded by woods.

West Side Road (numbers run south to north; all houses on east side of road):

SLD-37 Fowler~Sanders Cottage: a small cottage. It is sided with vertical matched
boards painted grey with blue trim. The materials used and the assymetrical
plan harmonize with the older cottages. The garage and boat house are origihal.

. The owner is a third generation Silver Lake resident.

SLD-39A Gurnsey-Cleary Cottage: two-story reétangular cottage with front vérandaﬁ.
it is painted yellow with green trim. The second story 'windows are caseiments,
the first floor double hung.

'

SLD-39B Gurnsey-Hurd Cottage: a small cottage painted pale green. It belongs with
SLD-39A and SLD-40 as a complex built by N.G. Gurnsey of Keene. He made the
"Keene cracker"--much appreciated at the turn of the century.

SLD-40 Williams-Lagerberg Cottage: This two story cottage is the only one on the
west side of the road, because it was part of the Gurnsey group. It has

been modernized so much that it cannot be recognized as an original house.
[} .

SLD-41 Pitsas Cottage: a two storyfasteeply gabled roof cottage. It has a verandah
and may be an old cottage. It is inconspicuously placed amid the trees.

SLD-42 Whitaker Cottage: this cottage has a 1arge garage and grey vertlcal siding.
The trim is blue. It is inconspicuous because of lack of trees: and the
color of its paint, 3

SLD-42A Seaver Cottage: a small gabled one-story cottage with clapboard siding;
painted red with white trim.

SLD-50 M. Lewis Cottage: a small red boat house-like buildiné hidden among the trees.
It is rectangular with clapboard siding, hidden completely by trees.
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INTRUSIONS WHICH. DETRACT FROM SILVER LAKE DISTRICT.

01d Nelson Road: None.

East Side Road:..

SLD-30 Trombley Cottage: -a small, rectangular house-*sfith horizontal flush siding.
Its roof has six metal stove chimneys and most of the trees around it have
been cut so that it, and its sheds, are conspicuous.

WEst Side Road:

RN

SLD-46A Hill Cottage: a brown rectangular building with its wide side to the lake,
which is conspicuous because the surrounding trees have been cleared on
both sides of the road. .
 Undeveloped Land: ' ‘ “ ~
SLD—SSULﬁisandy landing area for boats belongingto the cottage owner across the road. “

SLD—56UﬁUndéVeloped. Land: A mown, open field, runnlng between West Side Road:.and.

-the water., - O Poie ..

FOOTNOTE

. 1. Faulkner, Barry, Sketches from an Artist®*s Life, Dublin,.N,H.,-William L.
Bauhan, 1973, p. 20. ‘
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Silver Lake District
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There are 76 contrlbutlng buildings, 39 non-contrlbutlng buildings,
and 2 contributing sites in this district. et

]
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Downing's '"steep gable'" appear in most of the older cottages, particularly at the
Tenney-Mitchell House (SLD-28), the Chase-Buffum~Wiggin House (SLD-44), the Whitney
Walker House (SLD-8) and Buffum-Dexter House (SLD-19).

Features typical of the Stick Style and the Queen Anne style are also often seen at
Silver Lake. Examples include SLD-21, 22, and 38 and the decorative shingles at SLD
45. The Kimball-Colony House (SLD-21) has a three-story tower and a Queen Anne open
floor plan. Interior stylistic elements charachberistic of the period include a exposed
crossbeamed ceiling in the living hall. An off-center fireplace is the principal
feature of that room, which also has a turned baluster screen and stained glass window.

Almost every early Silver Lake househas a veranda. 1In general, it occurs on three

sides of the house. In the Smyth-Lepisto House (SLD-3) the front veranda has al

gazebo in its center. The Burrum-Dexter House (SLD-19) has a raised central gazebo-

like pavilion. The lavish use of a variety of railing types contibutes to the decorative
effect.

Most of the gables are trimmed with decorated verge boards. They display pie plate
patterns. (cf.SLD-22) cutout scallops (cf. SLD-23, 33 and 10), and saw teeth (cf.
5S1d-19 and 31) among other designs. Many of thse pattens are simplified versions of what
is seen elsewhere as exuberant Carpenter Gothis gingerbread. The windows vary tremen-
dously, but 2/2 sash predominates. Lattice work often covers porch foundations. The
chimneys, often used for stoves, tend to be narrow.
The scale of decorative pattern is restrained, echoing the dapplingeffect of sun
seen through leaves. At Silver Lake, as in the rest of Harrisville, the natural
environment is reflected in buildings. The cottages uniformly retain camplike
simplicity. Although very close to each other, their heavily treed surroundingsafford
them considerable seclusion. Originally there was beach in front of each cottage which
was lost as a result of a 1927 hydropower project. Now most are close to the water or
have wooden stairs which descend to a dock. Included -in the district are three larger
houses, SLD-52, 53 and 54, built on the east side between the Old Nelson Road and the
lake, higher in elewation of course than the lakeside cottages; and one architecturally
interesting cottage built in 1927 (SVD-11). Characteristics these housesshare with their
more modest neighbors as well as their important role in Silver Lake's development justify
their inclusion. The larger houses (SLD- 53 and 54) have the picturesque silhouette,
wooden shingles,- €himneys and verandas used on a smaller scale in the lake. side cottages.
Decoratiee elements like shaped shingles hung in tile-like fashion, railings and
trim are also comparable. The Ragland-Putnam House (SLD-11), built on the site of a
whitney cottage that burned, uses the same materials (wood, brick and stone) with more
fomal classical feeling. It represents the changing requirements of comapafble~clients
building a summer house in the early 20th century as opposed to the late 19th.
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The last two decades of the 19th century were a period of growth in Keene and its
environs. Harrisville reached its height of population in 1885-1900. The Cheshire
Mills employed 154 people in 1902 - the greatest number until a boom stimulated by
World War I. The woodenware industry had prospered in the region and, in Harris-
ville and Keene, chair and box factories were still very important (cf. Winn in
Harrisville, G. L. Burdett in Keene, J. L. Colony in Munsonville, and Herschel
Fowler in Keene). Woolen cloth from Faulkner and Colony in Keene and the Cheshire
Mill (HVD-37 & 36) was the most important product of the region's mills. It is
interesting to note that just as the Silver Lake Grange members were asking them-
selves, "Does farming in New Hampshire offer sufficient inducements to keep our
young men at home?"3 at least one family representative of each prosperous regional
industry was preparing to build a summer cottage at Silver Lake.

Marlborough and woolen textile manufacture were represented among the cottagers at
Silver Lake by Daniel W. Tenney (SLD-28 Rufus Frost Greeley (house no longer extant).
John H. Kimball (SLD-21) and Warren: W. Richardson (SLD-31). These men who began their
careers in woodenware manufacture, were.by the 1880s and 1890s active in the Marl-
borough Manufacturing Company and the Cheshire Blanket Company, both producers of
horse blankets. :

The financial community of Keene was represented by Caleb T. Buffum(8LD-19),banker,
and George A. Litchfield (S5LD=18) panker and insurance broker. Pharmacists George
Dort(SLD-46) and B. W. Hodgkins(SLD-38) built cottages, as did Charles Bridgman(SLD-26),
grocer and builder of the Bridgman Block in Keene. The builder Cassius M. White
bought land but never built for himself. Herschel Fowler (site of SLD-37),whose
"lock corner boxes" became the principal product of the New England Box Company,
also built a cottage. There were two doctors among the first settlers: Dr. George
R. Dinsmoor (SLD-54hnd Dr. Walter Maloney @LD-55). Frederic and Francis Faulkner,
relatives, were important in politics and manufacturing (Faulkner and Colony)
and sat on many bank boards. F. A. Faulkner was reputed to have turned down a
judgeship, but he did serve as mayor of Keene. The two Wilkinson brothers (of SLD-10
& SLD-11) operated a harness making business. The Keene Registrar of Deeds, C. C.
Buffum (SLD-44)3nd the Keene City Engineer, Samuel Wadsworth ELD-13)also commuted

to Keene from Silver Lake in the summér. The high level of civic responsibility of
the Silver Lake cottagers is demonstrated by the fact that in 1894 (N.H. Register)
the mayor (F. A. Faulkner,SLD-52), an alderman (W. E. Maloney, SLD-5),and six justices
of the peace (Caleb T. Buffum,SLD-13 Charles C. BuffumSLD-53; ¥. C. Faulkner, SLD-44;
G. A. Litchfield,SLD-18; and Samuel Wadsworth, SLD-13h11 vacationed at Silver Lake.

Farm journals show that the early cottagers bought ice from the Farwells of CVD-IZ
and meat, eggs and vegetables from Wellington Seaver, who operated a large farm at
the south end of the lake CVD-16. Thus member of early local families adapted to
the passage of self-sufficient farming by selling not only land but farm produce
during the summer to the cottagers and also during the winter at their homes in
Keene and Marlborough.“ .
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There are many families (Buffum, Clark, Dort, Fowler, Faulkner) who still have
descendints at Silver Lake, a summer enclave which still attracts vacationers from
Keene and other area towns. The historical continuity as well as the eombined -
integrity of its built resources and their setting allow this century-old resort
community to make a unique and important contribution to Harrisville's comprehensive
catalogue of upland New Hampshire settlement/development types.

FOOTNOTES

1. Downing, A. J., The Architecture of Country Houses, reprint of 1850 edition
(New York: Dover Publications, 1969), p. 263.

2. Hunt, Roger W., "The Electric Power Industry in Marlborough, N.H." (Manchester:
1975), p. 2.

. 3. New Hampshire Sentinel, May 8, 1889.

4. Journal of W. W. Seaver, various years, 1885-95.
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Verbal Boundary Description

The northern boundary of the Silver Lake District begins on the Nelson-
Barrisville Town Line on the eastern shore of the lake and continues to
the eeatern edge of Eastside Road. It continues south along the east
side of Eastside Road to the original property line of #SLD 52, F.A.
Faulkner, then east to the edge of the Nelson Road. It continues south
on the east edge of the Nelson Road to the junction of an old road which
goes in a westerly direction back to the Eastside Road. The boundary
then continues south along the east side of Eastside Road to the Silver
Lake Road. It continues west along the northern edge of Silver Lake Road
to the west side of Westside Road. The western boundary follows the west
side of Westside Road northwesterly to the end of the road. The northern
boundary of the entire district follows the mean high watermark of the
shore of Silver Lake to the point first mentioned.

District Boundary Justification

Silver Lake District encompasses the area around the Lake which was
developed as a summer resort community between 1886 and 1910. It includes
only those properties which directly contribute to this development and
retain sufficient integrity to qualify for listing in this district.
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.- Condition Check one Check one
A X _ excellent —__delerlorated _X__ unallered _X original site
& X _.good —rulns X__ altered ——-moved  date
X__fair i unexposed

See individual properties

. Describe the present and original {if known) physical appearance

The southern part of Silver Lake, long and narrow with its tip oriented toward

Mt. Monadnock, is situated in northwestern Harrisville. The northern end of the
lake is in the Town of Nelson. At an altitude of 1321 feet, the lake is 1.62 miles
long and enjoys a view of Monadnock from its southern end. It is a deep lake set

in a bowl of gentle hills, part of the Minnewawa Watershed. Its water flows to
Keene and then to the Connecticut River. Access to the lake is, and has been since
the 1760s, by the Silver Lake Road and the 01d Nelson Road which runs along the
hillside to the east. The Chesham station, built for the Manchester and Keene Rail-
road in 1878, is 1.32 miles from the southern outlet, a convenient commuting dis-—
tance for hardworking fathers.

Silver Lake was known to the first settlers, c.1760,as Pleasant Pond, becoming Breed
Pond ¢.1780. The latter name honored Dr. Nathaniel Breed, one of Nelson's first
settlers. 1In 1886, and at the present time, old timers use the terms Breed Pond

and Silver Lake interchangeably. Both names occur in the deeds, but by the 1890s,

Silver Lake predominates.

The lake was surrounded by cleared pastures in 1886. They belonged to Corban C.
Farwell (east) and Wellington W. Seaver (west, cf. #CVD-16 & 17) These men were
operating farms when they decided to sell lots, 10 rods by 10 rods,on the lake shore
to the new summer residents whose arrival was stimulated by the start of local rail-
4 road service in 1880. They continued to farm throughout the period of significance.
. Members of the Seaver family sold lumber to construct cottages and both Seavers and
Farwells helped to build the roads which gave access to the little houses (and form
part of the boundaries of the District). The early deeds allow for passage of work-
ing teams of oxen and horses. They were laid out by summer resident engineer Samuel

Wadsworth (SLD-13). ;

The three lots on the 0ld Nelson Road sold by Corban Farwell (cf.SLD 52; 53 and
54) originally ran from the 0ld Nelson Road to the shore (285/519, 292/260, and
295/339). The houses built on them by Dr. Dinsmoor and Frederic A. Faulkner and
Francis C. Faulkner, father and son, survive. The lake front land that belonged to
them has been subdivided during the last hundred years (cf. Wilkinson-Bemis #SLD10;

Kimball SLD-11, ¥enney SLD 27, 28 and 29.)

In 1903 there were thirty-seven cottages on the shores of Silver Lake. Thirty-five
of them survive, and about eighteen new cottages have been added. Barn-garages and
sheds have proliferated. There are ten interesting old barns that remain. The
entire district falls within Harrisville and the boundaries encompass only the area
within which the originél cottages were built and survive.

The cottages are fine examples of a simplified vernacular stick style. Siding
materials used include vertical matched boards, tongue and groove siding, boards
and battens and -shingles; shaped or plain. The original sidings emphasized the
vertical line, reflected light in an irregular fashion and contributed to a pictur-
esque rustic quality. The decorative details included simple varieties of shaped
shingles, decorated verge boards and-trim, narrow windows with a variety of sash
. types, and elongated chimneys. The veranda is ubiquitous and usually appears on
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See overall nomination.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 66;

Quadrangle name Monadnock
UTM Relerences

Alus] 733l 8o d | 4759900
" Zone Easting Northing

clusl 7133 679 47159359
elr8]) 70336 ppf (47158759
cl1,8] 7Bl p) L7597 5

Quadrangle scale
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Verbal boundary description and justification

See item {#7.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping stale or county boundaries

statle NA . code

state NA code

county code

counly code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title

Marcia M. Cini, Project Director, and Project Staff

Historic Harrisville, Inc.

May 1984

organization date

Box 79 (603) 927-~-3334
strecet & number telephone
cily or town Harrisville state NH 03450

12. State Historic Preservation Qfficer Certification -

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

___ national —_ State . ..._local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the Nationa!l Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the crilqria and procedures set forth by the Mational Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title dale

For NPS use only
! hereby certify that this property Is included in the National Register

date

Keeper of the National Register

Attest: ¥ date
Chief of Registration
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