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1. Name of Property
historic name Linwooa uotton Mill

Qtharnames/site number Linwood Mill Historic Uistrict (preterreld)

2. Location

street & number Linwood Avenue, Maple Court, Pine Cour~ N/(A Inot for publication
city, town Nort hbri dge (Whitinsville Post Office) vicinity

state Massachusetts code 025 county Worcester code 027 zip code01588

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[x~] private I Ibullding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
I I public-local H district 15 1 buildings
| | public-State I Isite sites
I | public-Federal I Istructure structures
I lobject objects
17 1 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed in the National Register O

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As thedesignated authority under the National Historic Preservation Actof 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements setforth In 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property meets does notmeet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

signature of certifying official Date
Executive Director Massachusetts Historical rnimi r>n
State or Federal agency and bureau State Historic Preservation Officer

In my opinion, the property meets does notmeet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property Is:
I lentered Inthe National Register.
| ISee continuation sheet,
n determined eligible forthe National
Register. See continuation sheet.
| idetermined noteligible for the
National Register.

I Iremoved from the National Register.
O other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6.

Function or Use t.inwnorf M m H”e<;Anrr nA<AMrAerA M nrthhndpP. Massarhusetrs

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
nnmf <;Aer/mill M-pip dwelling Dnnipgrir/mill tipip dwelling
nniiip«;M'r/ingt-iMiti nnal hnii«;ing nnmpgt-ir/ hnt pl
TnHu<;try/nianiifarfnrinp far i lity }Jdnr\e in prngrpgg
nnmp«;Mr/gprnndary smirfiii-g Varanr/not i nugp

rgPP rnnrinnatinn «;hf.t.An (spp rnnriniiarion shppt")

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation stone

Md 19th Gtrr.ury; Geek Rovivai walls hrick
[.ate Victorian: Ital ianatP wpathprhnard
Late Victorian; Second KnpirP roof _ asphalt- ghinglpg, glat-p

Mdtolate 19th Century Industrial other.

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Linwood MI| Hstoric District is a37-acre area, mowv prinarily
residential and coomercial innature, located inthevillage of Linwood in the
sout her nnost section of the tom of Northbridge, fifteen mles southeast of
Vdrcester. The district boundaries contain portions of Linwood Fond to the
west and north and the tracks of the Providence & Wrcester Railroad to the
east. Bisected by Linwood Avenue, theoriginal nain axis through the mil
village, thehistoric district consists of 18 el enents, of which 17 contribute
to itsarchitectural and historic significance. Qe building is considered
noncontributing due toitsrecent date of construction. All contributing
elenents aredirectly associated wth the construction of the Limwood Gotton
MII inthethird and fourth quarters of the 19th century, and include: the
mll, abrick storehouse, anoffice, and associated water-related structures;
workers housing to thenorth and east of theml|l; themll proprietor's
resulilence tothenorthwest; and arailroad freight depot along the railroad
tracks

Physi cal Devel opnent and Architectural Analysis

The Linwood MII Hstoric District centers onarelatively flat ﬁlane adj acent
to the nanade Linwood m il pond. The district area rises toahill
overlooking the pond to the northwest and a gradual incline created by ca.
1960s hi ghway construction to theeast. Before construction of the mll and
associated structures, this area consisted of asnmall railroad depot and

adj acent undevel oped |and along the Minhord River. Conpletion of the mll
conpl ex served as acatalyst for the devel opnent of Limaood Village, the
sout heast ernnost settlenent i nthe town of Northbridge. The conmunity of
undet ermned boundaries grew northeast along Min Street or Providence Road
(now Foute 122) and southeast of Linwood Street into the neighboring town of
Wkbridge. BEven during its peak period of devel opnent, however, Li nwood
Village was eclipsed by two ol der and | arger manufacturing centers:

Wi tinsville, also Northbridge's civic focus, located one mle up Li nwood
Avenue to the northwest; and North Wkbridge, |ocated one-half mle to the
southeast i nthetom of Wbridge. The Linvood MII Hstoric District
consists of those earliest Industrial and residential buildings, which
provided thearea wth adistinct identity i nthethird quarter of the 19th
century. The follow n? description of thedistrict's elenents i s arranged
according to building function.

fx] See continuation sheet
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6. Function or Wse (cont'd)
Hstoric Functions (cont'd)

vacant/not in use
transportation: rail related
donestic: single dwelling
industry: wat erworks

Qurrent Functions (cont'd)
conmer ce/ trade: rest aur ant

commer ce/ trade: war ehouse
industry: wat erworks
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Industrial Building and Structures

The earliest mill-related construction in the historic district is evidenced
by two structures, the dam on the Mumford River (Map #16) and the tail race
(Map #17), both complete3~between the late 1850s and 1870. The dam, resulting
mill pond, and tail race are important features in the district since they
were integral to the operation of the mill. The main sluiceway leading from
the mill is now partially blocked, and the tail race, though stagnant from
lack of use, remains exposed. The original water gates located on the north
side of Linwood Avenue are now closed; the head race, which once ran from the
northernmost portion of the mill pond beneath Linwood Avenue and southwest
into the mill complex, was infilled with poured concrete and concrete block in
the late 20th century to create the present parking area between the mill and
Linwood Avenue.

The original Linwood Cotton Mill at 666 Linwood Avenue (ca. 1866, Map #1), is
a fine example of Italianate design and mid 19th-century mill construction.
The 3 1/2-story brick mill has a granite basement and a slate mansard roof.
Beneath the roof is a cornice with wood modillions and a frieze of a paneled
brick design. The regular fenestration pattern consists primarily of
oversized segmental-arched windows with wood double-hung sash of up to 24
lights each. Dormer windows are paired. Dominating the main (north) facade
is a monumental 4 1/2-story central stairtower with four oculus dormer windows
and an open octagonal cupola. The cupola and weather vane are reminiscent of
those on Federal meetinghouses. A 1 '/2-story brick wing, the picker house,
projects from the mill's east elevation and also dates to ca. 1866.

Additions were made to the original building during an expansion period in the
mid-1890s. A 2 1/2-story brick weave mill constructed along the mill pond
provided more space for manufacturing activities. This wing has a skeletal
appearance compared to the original mill due to its having windows with more
attenuated proportions. Other ca. 1895 additions to the mill Include
construction of an engine house in the rear and expansion of the picker house.

A 1 1/2-story brick and cut stone storehouse (ca. 1870-1875, Map #3) is
located south of the mill. The storehouse has a broad gable roof and
dentillated brick cornice. A wood-frame shed-roof element that was attached
to the north side of the building in the late 1890s has since been removed.

The last extant building in the mill complex originally served as an office
for mill management (ca. 1866-1870, Map #2). The office is a 1 1/2-s'Eory
brick Second Empire-style building. Keyhole windows lend a romantic Turkish
aura to the first floor, and dormer windows are flanked by engaged columns in
a bold Second Empire manner. The mansard roof of hexagonal slates is
supported by paired Neo-Grec brackets. The building is in good condition and
was last used as a gatehouse to the mill complex.

continued
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The railroad freight depot (ca. 1866-1870, Map #15) was constructed just west
of the passenger depot (demolished) along the tracks of the Providence and
Worcester (later New York, New Haven & Hartford) Railroad. Formerly very
plain, the one-story brick depot has been altered with the addition of a
third. Nevertheless, the building, now a restaurant, retains its rectangular
massing and broad gable roof as originally designed. Members of the
Northbridge Historical Commission believe that historic fabric remains Intact
and retrievable beneath the late 20th-century facade.

Residential Buildings

The size, design, and placement of residential buildings in the historic
district Illustrate the social hierarchy that reflected the mill's
organizational structure.

The residence of James Fletcher Whitin, first proprietor of the Linwood Cotton
Mill, stands apart from the mill complex and related worker housing on a hilly
site on Linwood Avenue in the northwest portion of the district (ca.
1866-1870, Map #4). An exuberant 2 1/2-story wood-frame Second Empire
mansion, the house in its scale and design reflects the prosperity of its
first owner. Monumentality is achieved by the set-back of the building from
Linwood Avenue, as well as the projection of the central pavilion on the main
facade. A porch extending the width of the facade checks the verticality of
the central pavilion. Similarities in the design and craftsmanship of the
exteriors and interiors of this building and the aforementioned mill office
suggest that the same craftsmen, and perhaps architect, worked on both
buildings. The identities of the architect and craftsmen, however, are
unknown. The Whitin residence also Includes an Italianate carriage house (ca.
1866-1870, Map #6) and a less distinguished greenhouse (ca. 1875-1885, Map
#5). The entire property is now maintained as the Victorian Inn.

Worker housing in the historic district is typical of mill housing found
throughout central Massachusetts in the third quarter of the 19th century.
Three building designs, all ornamented in the Greek Revival mode, are found at
Linwood: a 3 1/2-story dormitory, a 1 1/2-story duplex, and a 2 1/2-story
dormitory. All of these wood-frame buildings have rear ells, and some have
front or rear porches (some screened) that were added at a later date. The
largest dormitory (ca. 1866-1870, Map # 7), now sheathed with asbestos
shingles, occupies the southwestern corner of Linwood Avenue and Maple Court.
Rakeboards, a full entablature with projecting cornice, regular fenestration,
and pedimented door hoods over the two entrances give this building its
architectural character.

Five mid-level management duplex houses on Maple Court (ca. 1866-1870; Map #s
8-12) adjacent to the mill complex are 1 1/2 stories and display the same

cont inued
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prominent entablature and rakeboards as the large dormitory at the end of the
street. These five buildings each have end gables, double interior chimneys,
and two frieze windows on the main facade above the paired center entrances.
Frieze windows on three of these houses have been covered with siding.
Original doorway surrounds (still evident on 19-21 and 27-29 Maple Court)
consist of pilasters and prominent entablatures. Entrances of the five
duplexes have undergone minor alterations, the most significant of which is
the addition of a screened porch at 11-13 Maple Court. Two rear ells project
from each of the three buildings on the east (odd-numbered) side of the
street, resulting in those buildings' have U-shape footprints.

The two 2 1/2-story dormitories on Pine Court (ca. 1866-1870, Map #s 13 and
14) are identical in massing and detail. Only recently, synthetic exterior
siding have covered frieze windows on the main elevations. Like the larger
dormitory on Linwood Avenue, these dormitories each have end gables, two
Interior chimneys, and two front entrances. Unlike the Linwood Avenue
dormitory, the entrances here are paired at the center of a six-bay rather
than an eight-bay facade and shielded by a shed roof rather than a pedimented
door hood. An 1870 atlas of Worcester County shows four of these dormitory
houses to have existed on Pine Court originally. The 1870 tax valuation for
Northbridge suggests that a fifth dormitory, which once occupied the southeast
corner of the Linwood Avenue/Maple Court intersection and is now demolished, -
was of a design similar to the Pine Court buildings, for the valuation of the
Pine Court dormitories and the fifth dormitory was the same, at $1,400 each.

Intrusion

The only noncontributing element in the historic district is a ca. 1970
carwash (Map A) on Linwood Avenue, northeast of the mill. The visual Impact
of this late 20th-century intrusion is mitigated by the imposing presence of
the late 19th-century mill buildings across the street.

With the exception of one intrusion, the Linwood Mill Historic District
maintains a high degree of physical and architectural integrity. The James
Fletcher Whitin residence is in an excellent state of preservation, and is
currently operated as an inn. Former worker housing, since converted to
apartments, has sustained some minor alteration, mostly in the form of
inappropriate siding and entrance ornamentation. The railroad freight depot
has undergone more substantial alteration in its conversion to a restaurant.
Rehabilitation of the vacant Linwood Mill complex, virtually Intact since its
major expansion in the mld-1890s, is pending.

continued
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Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded in the district, it is
possible that sites are present. Ome known prehistoric site has been recorded
in the general area (within one mile). The physical characteristics of the
district, river terraces along the Mumford River, a tributary of the
Blackstone River, may have made this an attractive area for native settlement
and subsistence activities. In general, however, the potential for
prehistoric remains seems low as a result of river flooding and other historic
development in the area.

There is significant historical archaeological potential within the district.
Pre-1850 remains maey exist of a railroad depot located in the area.
Otherwise, most of the land near the Mumford River was undeveloped.
Archaeological remains also likely exist associated with mill construction
that began after 1850. Structural remains mey exist for outbuildings and
power facilities associated with extant mill structures. These structures
Include mill buildings, a storehouse, worker housing and transport facilities
such as a carriage house and Railroad Freight Depot. Remains of the dam and
tail race are also present which could provide information on their
construction or changes through time. Occupation-related features (trash
pits, privies, wells) may also be present in association with worker housing.
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8. Statement of Significance r.*nwnnH Min PAci-nri® ni®n-irr, Hr. hhTeiHgP  Mac..*h..cp*c
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property In relation to other properties:

| I nationally d | statewide H locally
Applicable National Register Criteria IY~IA pylB fylc | ID
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) \Zz]C e £ | |G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Industry na, 1«S7-1Qn9
Ai-rhi~"pranrp i9on

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
.Tamps Flptrhpr UhiM"n unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

Tre Lirwood MII Hstoric District, Northbridge, is aphysically and visually
di stinguishabl e entity, conprising the Industrial and residential buildings of
the original Linwood MI1 conpl ex constructed in thesecond half of the
nineteenth century. The district buildings are architecturally significant as
they reflect a distinct %lod inthetom s physical developnent and its
rranufacturln% hi story. district attests tothe contributions nade by
Janes H etcher Witin, Charles P Witin, and other nenlbers of the Witin
famly tothe grovth of Northbridge's cotton manufacturing industry, a naor
force inthetow' s econony for over a_centur?/. The district isal'so
Inportant for its associations inthe md tolate nineteenth penturt)/ wth
regional and local transportationby rail, Possessing |nteg|r|H/ of | ocati on,
design, setting, naterials, and worknanship, the Linwood M storic
District neets Giteria A B and Cof the National Register of Hstoric
Paces at the local |evel.

Hstoric Gontext

Located in the Backstone Valley in the southeastern corner of Vrcester

Qunty, thearea which i s rowkiom as Linwood was a sparsel y popul at ed

railroad depot village inthe 1850s. o roads crossed at this location. e
road connected the village of Witinsville tothenorthwest wth the village
of North Wkbridge (inthetom of Wkbridge) tothe southeast; this road I's row
Li vood Avenue vas knom as Rail road Arenue in the 19th century. The

other road, nowSate Foute 122 and | ocal |y knom as Providence Road, i s an
old road that |inked the southernnust area of the tom of N)rthbrld%e wth
Vrcester 16 mles tothe northwest and Vidonsocket and Provi dence,

Island (11 and 27 mles respectively), tothe southeast.

fin See continuation sheet
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The Providence and Worcester Railroad, which opened in the Blackstone Valley
corridor in 1847, ~ passed through this crossroads. A passenger depot at
the crossing was one of three stations constructed in Northbridge by the
railroad; the other two stations were Plummers Station at Plummer Corner and
Northbridge Station at Riverdale, both further north on the line. Shortly
after its construction, the depot became known as Whitin's Station, so-named
for the Whitin family who purchased land in the vicinity of the depot in
1849. This area of Northbridge, then, was associated with the Whitin family
at least fifteen years before it acquired an identity as Linwood with the
completion of the Linwood Mill, constructed by members of the Whitin family in
1866.

The long-term association between the Whitin (formerly Whiting) family and
Industry in the town of Northbridge began with Paul Whitin, Sr., in 1809. At
that time, Whitin became principle stockholder in The Northbridge Cotton
Manufacturing Company, the first cotton mill established in Northbridge and
the third in the Blackstone Valley north of Pawtucket. Whitin left
Northbridge Cotton ca. 1815 and formed a cotton-spinning partnership with his
father-in-law James Fletcher. For about ten years, Whitin & Fletcher produced
yarns from a 300-spindle mill (ca. 1815) constructed on the site of an old
forge in the village of South Northbridge (now Whitinsville)

Paul Whitin, Sr. brought out the one-half Interest of his partner Fletcher ca.
1826 and established P. Whitin & Sons with two of his sons, Paul Jr. and John
C, for the manufacture of cotton yards and cloth. The gradual infiltration
of the Whitin family presence into every aspect of Northbridge's cotton
manufacturing industry by the end of the century began with the formation of
this firm. Soon after its establishment, P. Whitin & Sons erected a
1500-spindle brick mill (ca. 1828) at the same location as the Whitin &
Fletcher mill in the South Northbridge (Whitinsville).

After Paul Sr.'s death in 1831, the family firm was reorganized and continued
under the direction of his wife, Betsy Fletcher Whitin. At that time, another
son, Charles P. Whitin, became a partner. So pervasive was the Whitin family
influence in the village of South Northbridge by the mid-1830s that the
village was renamed Whitinsville in memory of Paul Whitin, Sr. P. Whitin &
Sons further enlarged the family cotton works at Whitinsville by building a
stone mill of 7,500 spindles in 1845. Upon transfer of cotton manufacturing
machinery from the older brick mill to the new stone mill, the brick mill was
used to house John C. Whitin's activities relating to the construction of
cotton machinery. Before that, John C. Whitin had repaired cotton machinery
in an ell off the back of the same building.” Under his direction, this
repair shop evolved into a highly successful cotton machine manufacturing
business also owned by P. Whitin & Sons, and would later become an Independent
business known as the Whitin Machine Works.

continued
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P. Whitin & Sons expanded its land and mill holdings throughout Northbridge
and the surrounding area in the 1840s and 1850s by acquiring properties
principally through bankruptcy sales. The firm bought up the stock of the
floundering Uxbridge Cotton Mills in nearby North Uxbridge in 1849, as well as
property in the Northbridge villages of Riverdale and Rockdale in 1856. At
Rockdale, the firm built for the manufacture of cotton goods a mill of 10,000
spindles, the largest single mill built by the Whitins to date. Finally, ca.
1857, the firm purchased a stone cotton mill of 8,000-spindle capacity in East
Douglas.5 During this period of expansion in the family business, James
Fletcher Whitin, the youngest son of Paul Whitin Sr., was admitted to the firm
(1847);6 he was later to become the first proprietor of the Linwood Mill.

Two properties purchased by the Whitins were formerly associated with Robert
Rogerson, a Boston merchant who constructed the Crown Mill (ca. 1825-1827),
Eagle Mill (ca. 1830-1832), and surrounding worker housing (a/k/a Rogerson's
Village) in the village of North Uxbridge [town of Uxbridge] one mile south of
Linwood. Bankrupt as a result of a period of financial crisis, Rogerson
ceased production at the Crown and Eagle Mills ca. 1837, and the mills stood
idle for the next four years. In 1841 new owners reorganized the business,
producing fine sheetings and shirtings under the name of the Uxbridge Cotton
Mills. Both the Uxbridge Cotton Mills and Rogerson's water rights and
undeveloped property on the Mumford River in Northbridge (the site of what
later became Linwood Pond) were purchased by P. Whitin & Sons in 1849.~ The
Whitin firm was responsible for construction of the brick, three-story
connector (ca. 1850-1851) that spans the Mumford River between the two
formerly detached North Uxbridge mills.”

The firm of P. Whitin & Sons was dissolved in January 1864 following the death
of Betsy Whitin.A By this time, the Whitin family owned every mill property
of any consequence in the Northbridge area and was one of the leading mill
families in the Blackstone Valley. The four Whitin brothers who had Interests
in the family's cotton manufacturing and cotton-machine manufacturing
businesses divided among themselves the various area mills the firm had
acquired or built. Each brother then founded his own manufacturing company.
Paul, Charles P., and James F. Whitin became owners of the cotton mills and
John C. Whitin became the sole proprietor of the machine works.

Paul Whitin Jr., Betsy Whitin's oldest son, inherited the cotton mills at
Rockdale and Riverdale in Northbridge. Shortly thereafter the mill at
Riverdale burned and Paul's attention was focused on the development of his
Rockdale property.

By 1870 the Rockdale Mill had become known as the Paul Whitin Manufacturing

continued
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Company--a partnership of Paul Whitin Jr., and his son Charles E. Whitin.
During their tenure, the mill was continuosly upgraded and expanded. In 1884
Paul Whitin Jr., died and company ownership was transferred to Charles.
Charles survived his father by only a few years and thus the company was
passed to Charles' son Henry Thomas Whitin. Under Henry T.'s direction, the
mill experienced its most expansive growth. Today, the mill stands
substantially as it did in Henry T.'s time--representing the culmination of
four generations of industrial growth.

To a certain extent, the Rockdale Mill of today suffers from its past
successes. Unlike its cousin mill at Linwood, which had a more generous site
on which to expand (and apparently less demand or desire to do so), the
Rockdale Mill was confined to a rather narrow site between its water privilege
and the adjacent street. This very real natural constraint, together with
external pressures on the company to grow, caused a crowding of the site.
Today, the Rockdale complex presents no cohesive face to the street, and does

not embrace its associated worker housing as does the Linwood Mill. The sense
of a self-contained community one finds at the Linwood Mill is not present
here.

Charles P. Whitin, the second son, received the cotton mills in Whitinsville
and East Douglas and founded the Whitinsville Cotton Mills. The stone mill in
Whitinsville of which Charles P. supervised the building in 1845 remain to
this day a prominent and handsome building despite the numerous alterations it
has undergone.

Located in the civic heart of Whitinsville, the stone mill is today used as
housing for the elderly. Recent modifications to the mill's 1864 appearance
include the removal of the mill's original office, connecting ell and
smokestack. Chimneys have also been removed and balconies have been cut into
the mill's monitor roof. Original fenestration has remained more or less
Intact. A group of worker housing, together with early dependencies, remains
in restorable condition just around the corner from the mill, and owners
housing is in close proximity.

Upon the 1864 death of Betsy Whitin, John C. Whitin, the third son, took over
the machine building branch of the family business based at the machine
factory in Whitinsville. (This business was incorporated as Whitin Machine
Works in 1871.) Founded in the 40" x 32' picker room of the old Northbridge
Manufacturing Company, the machine works had by 1847 expanded into a "New
Shop" (306' X 102', 2 stories and basement) on the south side of the river.
On coming into his sole proprietorship, John C. Whitin erected another shop.
This building, constructed in 1864, represents the first time the Whitins
employed an architect to design one of their mill buildings.

continued



Atl as of Wbrcester County, Massachusetts. 1870. Beers & .. reprinted 1971
Bachel or, Charles O. Nort hbri dge Historical Notes 1660-1875. conpleted ca. 1876

Marvin, Adigah P et al . History of Wrcester County. Massachusetts. Volune | | .
Boston: CF Jewett and Col, 1879.

New Topographical Atlas of the County of Worcester, Mass. Philadelphia: L.J. Richards
& ., 1898.

Panoramic ViewofWhitinsville. Mass. GH Bailey & Go. 1891.

Myp of Wbrcester County. Mass.. 1857.

Hxl See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[ 3 preliminary determination of Individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested HPCA # 11131MA State historic preservation office
| I previously listed In the National Register SOther State agency
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register Federal agency
| ldesignated a National Historic Landmark | | Local government
| 1recorded by Historic American Buildings |1 University
Survey # [25 Other
| Irecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record # MA State Library. Boston, MA; Whitinsville

Social Library. Whitinsville. MA
10. Geographical Data

Acreege of property approximately 37 acres

UTM References

ALU LI+ 5 "' I B _ s L
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
cL” I T O T I I 7L DLOJ L Il 3 L 1L 011111
FxI See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
The boundaries of the Linwood Mill Historic District are indicated on the enclosed
assessors nmap.
| 1 See continuation sheet
Boundary Justification
The boundaries of the Linwood Mill Historic District were chosen to contain the greatest
concentration of buildings and structures associated with the Linwod Cotton Mill andits

owners during the third and fourth quarters of the 19th century. Alteration of the
original street pattern

X~ See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte Betsy Friedberg. National Register Director, v/American Landmarks Preservation Consul-
organization M assachusetts Historical Commission date «av 1988 rant
street & number 8n Rnyl«;fnn Srrppt telephone rf.17~ 777-8470

city or town Rr, Mr>n state MA zip code 02116



MAP #

~

TO

11

12

13

14

ML

100

Historic Name

Linwood Mill

Mill Office
Storehouse (brick)
James F. Whitin,
Residence

Whitin greenhouse

Whitin carriage house
Worker dormitory
Worker duplex

Worker duplex

Worker duplex

Worker duplex

Worker duplex

Worker dormitory
Worker dormitory

Railroad Freight Depot

LI NAaD MLL H STCH CO STR CT

Northoridge (Lhi'tinsville P.Q).
District Data Sheet

Street Address

666 Linwood Ave.

666 Linwood Ave.

666 Linwood Ave.

Linwood Ave.

Linwood Ave.

Linwood Ave.

680 Linwood Ave.

11-13

18-22

19-21

27-29

28-30

38-40

42-44

Maple Court
Maple Court
Maple Court
Maple Court

Maple Court

Pine Court

Pine Court

683 Linwood Ave.

Date of
Construction

C.
C.

866, additions

1895

1866-1870

C.

1870-1875

1866-1870

875-1885

1866-1870

' 866-1870

1866-1870

866-1870

1866-1870

866-1870

1866-1870

1866-1870

1866-1870

866-1870

HA

page 1

Style

Italianate/late

19C Indust./
Commercial

Second Empire

M1d-19c

Commercial

Second Empire

Late 19C
Utilitarian/
Commercial

Italianate

Greek
Greek
Greek
Greek
Greek
Greek
Greek

Greek

Revival
Revival
Revival
Revival
Revival
Revival
Revival

Revival

Altered 19C
Utilitarian/
Gonmer ci al

Indust./

Resource Stal

B C

O o o0 o o o o o O O

S
8
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MP # MC  Hstoric Nme Sreet Address Date of Syle Resource  Status
(onstruction
681 Linwood Ave. c. 1970 late 20C/ B NC
Moderne
16 Dan Linwood Pond c. 1857-1866 NA St. C
17 Tail Race South of mill & pond c. 1857-1866 NA St. C

Ration of contributing to noncontributing el enents:
Qontributing Noncont ri buti ng
15 1

Buildings
Structures 2 0
Tot al T7 T
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United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service FEB 2 11999
National Register of Historic Places NATIONAL
Reglstratlon Form REGISTER

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking "x" inthe appropriate box or by entering
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, styles, materials,
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed inthe instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property
historic name ~INWUUU CUTTUN MILL

other names/site number | TNwnnn HTSTORir niSTRirT fnrpfprt-pH'A

2. Location
[M/yNot for publication

street & number | JamQ11 AYE 1 MMPIY nOURTA. PIN? miiRT Mot |
city, town NORTHBRIDtfe  CttHITTNSVTCLk" POST OFFICE [j*icinity
state n code county Worcest;er code 027 NpAtAn 01588

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
H private I Ibuilding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
I I public-local Pn district —1-§5— | buildings
I | public-State I Isite sites
I 1 public-Federal I Istructure structures
I lobject objects
- -4- Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed Inthe National Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As thedesignated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination request fordetermination ofeligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements setforth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property meets does notmeet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of certifying official Date

Executive Director of Massachusetts Historical Cnmmiggion, Starp Hithn e
State or Federal agency and bureau Preservation Officer
In myopinion, the property meets does notmeet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Parit Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
countered inthe National Register.
| | See continuation sheet,
undetermined eligible forthe National
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National Register.
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Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
DAVESTI C MULTI PLE DWELLI NG DOMESTIC: MUILTTPI.F. DWF.I.LLTNr.
DOVESTI C. | NSTI TUTI ONAL HOUSI NG DOMESTIC: HOTRI.

I NDUSTRY: MANUFACTURI NG FACI LI TY WORK TN PRnr.RF.SR
DOMVESTI C  SECONDARY STRUCTURE VACANT: NOT TN IISK
(see continuation sheet) (sp.P rnntiniiatirtn «;hop”")
7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)

(enter categories from instructions)

foundation  Stnnp

Md 19t hCentury; Greek Revival walls Rri ck

Late Victorian; Ttalianfe Wpa rhprhnai-H

Late Victorian; Seronri F.npirp roof Asphall—shingles , slate
Other; M dtolate 19t hCentury Industrial other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Linwood MII Hstonc District is a37-acre area, nowprimrily .
residential and coomercial innature, located inthe village of Linwood inthe
sout hernnost_section of the town of Northbridge, fifteen mles southeast of
VWrcester. Thedistrict boundaries contain portions of Linwod Fond to the
west and north and the tracks of the Providence & Wrcester Railroad to the
east. Bisected by Linwod Avenue, the original nmain axis through the mill
village, the historic district consists of 18 el enents, of which 17 contribute
to its architectural and historic significance. @webuilding is considered
noncontributing due to its recent date of construction. All contributing

el enents are directly associated with the constructionof the Linwood Cotton
MI1 inthe third and fourth quarters of the 19th century, and include: the
mll, abrick storehouse, anoffice, and associated water-related structures;
workers housing to the north andeast of themll; the mll proprietor's

I esi ﬂence to the northwest; and arailroad freight depot along the railroad
tracks

Physi cal Devel opnent and Architectural Analysis

The Linwood MII1 Hstoric District centers onarelatively flat ﬁl,ane adj acent
to the nanade Linwood m |l pond. The district area rises to ahill
overlooking the pond to the northwest and a gradual incline created by ca.
1960s hi ghway constructionto the east. Before constructionof themll and
associ ated structures, this area consisted of asmall railroad depot and

adj acent undevel oped |and along the Minfiord Rver. Conpletion of the !l

conpl ex served as acatalyst for the devel opnent of Linwood Village, the
southeasternnost settlememt inthe town of Northbridge. The coomunity of
undet ermned boundaries grew northeast along Min Street or Providence Road
(now Route 122) and southeast of Linwood Street into the neighboring town of
Wkbridge. BEven during its peak period of devel opnent, however, Linwood
Village was eclipsed by two ol der and |arger manufacturing centers:
Whitinsville, also Norfhbridge's civic focus, |ocated onemle up Li nwood
Avenue to the northwest: North Wkbridge, located one-half mle to the
southeast inthe town of Wkbridge. The Linwood M| Hstoric District
consists of those earliest industrial andresidential buildings, which
provided the area with adistinct identity inthe third quarter of the 19th
century. The follow n? description of the district's elenents i s arranged
according to building function.

See continuation sheet



NTS Fam CMS JMV"—/ fto. I<D«CT»

United States Department of the Interior FEB 2 | 1989
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Li nwood Hill Historic District
A r» 1 Northbridge, Massachusetts

Section nunt “er A Page |

6. Function or Wse (cont'd)

Historic Functions (cont'd)

vacant/net in use
transportation: rail related
donestic: single dwelling

I ndustry: wat erworks

Qurrent Functions (cont'd)
commerce/trade: restaurant

conmer ce/ trade: war ehouse
I ndustry: waterworks
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Industrial Building and Structures

The earliest mill-related construction in the historic district is evidenced
by two structures, the dam on the Mumford River (Map #16) and the tail race
(Map #17), both completecTbetween the late 1850s and 1870. The dam, resulting
mill pond, and tail race are important features in the district since they
were integral to the operation of the mill. The main sluiceway leading from
the mill is now partially blocked, and the tail race, though stagnant from
lack of use, remains exposed. The original water gates located on the north
side of Linwood Avenue are now dosed; the head race, which once ran from the
northernmost portion of the mill pond beneath Linwood Avenue and southwest
into the mill complex, was infilled with poured concrete and concrete block in
the late 20tn century to create the present parking area between the mill and
Linwood Avenue.

The original Linwood Cotton Mill at 666 Linwood Avenue (ca. 1866, Map #1), is
a fine example of Italianate design and mid 19th-century mill construction.
The 3 1/2-story brick mill has a granite basement and a slate mansard roof.
Beneath the roof is a cornice with wood modillions and a frieze of a paneled
brick design. The regular fenestration pattern consists primarily of
oversized segmental-arched windows with wood double-hung sash of up to 24
lights each. Dormer windows are paired. Dominating the main (north) facade
is a monumental 4 1/2-story central stairtower with four oculus dormer windows
and an open octagonal cupola. The cupola and weather vane are reminiscent of
those on Federal meetinghouses. A 1 '/2-story brick wing, the picker house,
projects from the mill's east elevation and also dates to ca. iHoo"

Additions were made to the original building during an expansion period in the
mid-1890s. A 2 1/2-story brick weave mil 1l constructed along the mill pond
provided more space for manufacturing activities. This wing has a skeletal
appearance compared to the original mill due to its having windows with more
attenuated proportions. Other ca. 1895 additions to the mill include
construction of an engine house in the rear and expansion of the picker house.

A 1 1/2-story brick and cut stone storehouse (ca. 1870-1875, Map #3) is
located south of the mill. The storehouse nas a broad gable roof ano
dentillated brick cornice. A wood-frame shea-roof element that was attached
to the north side of the building in the late 1890s has since been removed.

The last extant building in the mill complex originally served as an office
mill management (ca. 1866-1870, Map #2). Tne office is a 1 1/2-story
brick Second Empire-style building. Keyhole windows lend a romantic Turkish
aura to the first floor, and dormer windows are flanked by engaged columns in

a bold Second Empire manner. Trie mansard roof of hexagonal slates is
supported by paired Neo-Grec brackets. The building is in good condition and
was last used as a gatehouse to the mill complex.

continued
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The railroad freight depot (ca. 1866-1870, Map #15) was constructed just west
of the passenger depot (demolished) along the tracks of the Providence and
Worcester (later New York, New Haven & Hartford) Railroad. Formerly very
plain, the one-story brick depot has been altered with the addition of a
third. Nevertheless, the building, now a restaurant, retains its rectangular
massing and broad gable roof as originally designed. Members of the
Northbridge Historical Commission believe that historic fabric remains intact
end retrievable beneath the late 20th-century facade.

Residential Buildings

The size, design, and placement of residential buildings in the historic
district illustrate the social hierarchy that reflected the mill's
organizational structure.

Tne residence of James Fletcher Whitin, first proprietor of the Linwood Cotton
Mill, stands apart from the mill complex and related worker housing on a hilly
site on Linwood Avenue in the northwest portion of the district (ca.
1866-1870, Map =4). An exuberant 2 1/2-story wood-frame Second Empire
mansion, the house in its scale and design reflects the prosperity of its
first owner. Monumentality is achieved by the set-back of the building from
Linwood Avenue, as well as the projection of the central pavilion on the main
facade. A porch extending the width of the facade checks the verticality of
the central pavilion. Similarities in the design end craftsmanship of the
exteriors and interiors of this building and the aforementioned mill office
suggest that the same craftsmen, and perhaps architect, worked on both
builci.igs. The identities of the arcnitect and craftsmen, however, are
unknown. The Whitin residence also includes an Italianate carriage house (ca.
1856-1870, Map #6) and a less distinguished greenhouse (ca. ib/b-18co. Map
#5). The entire property is now maintained as the Victorian Inn.

Worker housing in the historic district is typical of mill housing found
throughout central Massachusetts in the third quarter of the 19th century.
Three ouilding cesigns, all ornamented in the Greek Revival mode, are found at
Linwood: a 3 1/2-story dormitory, a 1 I/2-5tory duplex, and a 2 1/2-story
dormitory. All of these wood-frame buildings have rear ells, and some have
front or rear porches (some screened) that were added at a later date. The
largest dormitory (ca. 1855-1870, Map ? 7), now sheathed with asbestos
shingles, occupies the southwestern corner of Linwood Avenue and Maple Court.
Rakeboards, a full entablature with projecting cornice, regular fenestration,
and pedimented door hoods over the two entrances give this building its
architectural character.

Five mid-level management duplex houses on Maple Court (ca. 1865-1870; Map #s
8-12) adjacent to the mill compiex are 1 1/2 stories and display the same

cont inued
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prominent entablature and rakeboards as the large dormitory at the end of the
street. These five buildings each have end gables, double interior chimneys,
and two frieze windows on the main facade above the paired center entrances.
Frieze windows on three of these houses have been covered with siding.
Original doorway surrounds (still evident on 19-21 and 27-29 Maple Court)
consist of pilasters and prominent entablatures. Entrances of the five
duplexes have undergone minor alterations, the most significant of which is
the addition of a screened porch at 11-13 Maple Court. Two rear ells project
from each of the three buildings on the east (odd-numbered) side of the
street, resulting in those buildings' have U-shape footprints.

The two 2 1/2-story dormitories on Pine Court (ca. 1866-1870, Map #s 13 and
14) are identical in massing and detail. Only recently, synthetic exterior
siding have covered frieze windows on the main elevations. Like the larger
dormitory on Linwood Avenue, these dormitories each have end gables, two
interior chimneys, and two front entrances. Unlike the Linwood Avenue
dormitory, the entrances here are paired at the center of a six-bay rather
than an eight-bay facaae and shielded by a shed roof rather than a pedimented
door hood. An 1870 atlas of Worcester County shows four of these dormitory
houses to have existed on Pine Court originally. The 1870 tax valuation for
Northbridge suggests that a fifth dormitory, which once occupied the southeast
corner of the Linwood Avenue/Maple Court intersection and is now demolished, -
was of a design similar to the Pine Court buildings, for the valuation of the
Pine Court dormitories and the fifth dormitory was the same, at $1,400 each.

Intrusion

The only noncontributing element in the historic district is a ca. 1970
carwash (Map A) on Linwood Avenue, northeast of the mill. The visual impact
of this late 20th-century intrusion is mitigated by the imposing presence of
the late 19th-centu'-y mill buildings across the street.

With the exception of one intrusion, the Linwood Mill Historic District
maintains a high degree of physical and architectural integrity. The James
Fletcher Whitin residence is in an excellent state of preservation, and is
currently operated as an inn. Former worker housing, since converted to
apartments, has sustained some minor alteration, mostly in the form of
inappropriate siding and entrance ornamentation. The railroad freight depot
has undergone more substantial alteration in its conversion to a restaurant.
Rehabilitation of the vacant Linwood Mill complex, virtually intact since its
major expansion in the mid-1890s, is pending.

continued
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Archaeological Description

Whiie no prenistone sites are currently recorded in the district, it is
possible that sites are present. One known prehistoric site has been recorded
in the general area (within one mile). The physical characteristics of the
district, river terraces along the Mumford River, a tributary of the
Blackstone River, may have made this an attractive area for native settlement
and subsistence activities. In general, however, the potential for
prehistoric remains seems low as a result of river flooding and other historic
development in the area.

There is significant historical archaeological potential within the district.
Pre-i850 remains may exist of a railroad depot located in the area.
Otherwise, most of the land near the Mumford River was undeveloped.
Archaeological remains also likely exist associated with mill construction
that began after 1850. Structural remains may exist for outbuildings and
power facilities associated with extant mill structures. These structures
include mill buildings, a storehouse, worker housing and transport facilities
such as a carriage house and Railroad Freight Depot. Remains of the damand
tail race are also present which could provide information on their
construction or changes through time. Occupation-related features (trash
pits, privies, wells) may also be present in association with worker housing.

Cont i nued
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The present rehabilitation project of theLinwood Cotton Mill
property for 75 units of housing. The project involves: roof
cleaning, removal of a loading dock, lowering of wi ndow sills
repair and repainting of trim skylight installation, interior
of ceilings, and demolition of 20th century additions.

proposes tousethe
repairs, exterior
for new egress,
chem cal cleaning



LITITMAH Mil1l HistorifT Distrifrt, Northhri dge,
8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

n nationally | | statewide Q locally
Applicable National Register Criteria Q A Q B fjjc 1 ID
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) "~ A QC
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
AMANAL ANy ca. ]857-1q902 ca, 1«66-1870
Architecture 1900

Cultural Affiliation

-UM
Significant Person o Architect/Builder
Janes Fletcher Whitin \
Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Linwood MII Hstoric District, Northbridge, i s aphysically andvisually

di stingui shabl e ean/l’ conprising the industrial and residential buildings of
the original Linwood MII conplex constructed inthe second half of the
nineteenth century. Thedistrict buildings are architecturally significant as
they reflect a distinct %e{el od inthe town's physical devel opnent and its
manuf act uring history. district attests to the contributions nade by
Janes Fletcher Wiitin, Charles P Witin, and other nenbers of the Witin
famly to the growmth of Northbridge' s cotton manufacturing industry, angor "/

force inthe tow's econony for over a.century. The district isalso - ¥
inportant for its associationsinthe md toate nineteenth century with
regional and | ocal transi)ortatlon rail. Possessing |ntegr|t|_P/ of "l ocation,
design, setting, materials, andworknanship, the Linwood MIT Hstoric

District neets Criteria A B and Cof the National Register of Hstoric o .
Paces at the local |evel.

H storic Context

Located inthe Bl ackstone Valley inthe southeastern corner of \drcester ,; , , '
Qounty, the area which i s nowknomn as Linwood was a sparsely populated ' '
railroad depot village inthe 1850s. Two roads crossed at this location. Qe
road connected the village of Whitinsville tothe northwest with the village

of North Wbridge (in the town of Lb(brl%ge to the southeast; this road i s now
Li mood Avenue but was known as Rai |l road Avenue i nthe 19th century. The

other road, nowState Route 122 and | ocal |y known as Providence RFoad, |s an
old road that |inked the southernnost area of the town of Northbridge with
Wrcester 16 mles to the northwest and Vdonsocket and Provi dence,

Island (11 and 27 mles respectively), to the southeast.

fx| See continuation sheet
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pn See continuation sheet
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| |See continuation sheet

District were chosen tocontainthe

greatest concentration of buildings and structures associated with t he Linwood
Cotton Mill and it sowners during thethird and fourth quarters of thel9th century.

Alteration of theoriginal street pattern
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The Providence and Worcester Railroad, which opened in the Blackstone Valley
corridor in 1847, ™ passed through this crossroads. A passenger depot at
the crossing was one of three stations constructed in Northbridge Dy the
railroad; the other two stations were Plummers Station at Plummer Corner and
Northbridge Station at Riverdale, both further north on the line. Shortly
after its construction, the depot became known as Whitin™S Station, so-named
for the Whitin family who purchased land in the vicinity of the depot in
1849. This area of Northbridge, then, was associated with the Whitin family
at least fifteen years before it acquired an identity as Linwood with the
completion of the Linwood Mill, constructed by members of the Whitin family in
1856.

The long-term association between the Whitin (formerly Whiting) family and
industry in the town of Northbridge began with Paul Whitin, Sr., in 1809. At
that time, Whitin became principle stockholder in The Northbridge Cotton
Manufacturing Company, the first cotton mill established in Northbridge and
the third in the Blackstone Valley north of Pawtucket.2 Whitin left
Northbridge Cotton ca. 1815 and formed a cotton-spinning partnership with his
father-in-law James Fletcher. For about ten years, Whitin & Fletcher produced
yarns from a 300-spindle mill (ca. 1815) constructed on the site of an old
forge in the village of South Northbridge (now Whitinsville).3

Paul Whitin, Sr. brought out the one-half interest ofthis partner Fletcher ca.
1826 and established P. Whitin & Sons with two of his sons, Paul Jr. and John
C, for the manufacture of cotton yards and cloth. The gradual infiltration
of the Whitin family presence into every aspect of Northbridge's cotton
manufacturing industry by tne end of the century began with the formation of
this firm. Soon after its establishment, P. Whitin & Sons erected a
1500-spindle brick mill (ca. 1828) at the same location as the Whnitin &
Fletcher mill in the South Northbridge (Whitinsville).

After Paul Sr.'s death in 1831, the family firm was reorganized and continued
under the direction of his wife, Betsy Fletcher Whitin. At that time, another
son, Charles P. Whitin, became e partner. So pervasive was tne Whitin family
influence in tne village of South Northbridge by the mid-18305 that the
village was renamed Whitinsville in memory of Paul Whitin, Sr. P. Whitin &
Sons further enlarged the family cotton works at Whitinsville by building a
stone mill of 7,500 spindles in 1845. Upon transfer of cotton manufacturing
machinery from the olde” brick mill to tne new stone mill, the brick mill was
used to house John C. Whitin's activities relating to the construction of
cotton machinery. Before tnat, John C. Whitin hsd repaired cotton machinery
in an ell off the back of the same building.' Unaer his direction, this
repair shop evolved into a hignly successful cotton machine manufacturing
business also ownea by P. knitin & Sons, and would later become an independent
business known as the Whitin Machine Works.

continued
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P. Whitin & Sons expanded its land and mill holdings throughout Northbridge
and the surrounding area in the 1870s and 1850s by acquiring properties
principally through bankruptcy sales. The firm bought up the stock of the
floundering Uxbridge Cotton Mills in nearby North Uxbridge in 1849, as well as
property in the Northbridge villages of Riverdale and Rockdale in 1856. At
Rockdale, the firm built for the manufacture of cotton goods a mill of 10,000
spindles, the largest single mill built by the Whitins to date. Finally, ca.
1857, the firm purchased a stone cotton mill of 8,000-spindle capacity in East
Douglas.® During this period of expansion in the family business, James
Fletcher Whitin, the youngest son of Paul Whitin Sr., was admitted to the firm
(1847);™ he was later to become the first proprietor of the Linwood Mill.

Two properties purchased by the Whitins were formerly associated with Robert
Rogerson, a Boston merchant who constructed the Crown Mill (ca. 1825-1327),
Eagle Mill (ca. 1830-1832), and surrounding worker housing (a/k/a Rogerson's
Village) in the village of North Uxbridge [town of Uxbridge] one mile south of
Linwood. Bankrupt as a result of a period of financial crisis, Rogerson
ceased production at the Crown and Eagle Mills ca. 1837, and the mills stood
idle for the next four years. In 1841 new owners reorganized the business,
producing fine sheetings and shirtings under the name of the Uxbridge Cotton
Mills. Both the Uxbridge Cotton Mills and Rogerson's water rights and
undeveloped property on tne Mumford River in Northbridge (the site of what
later became Linwood Pond) were purchased by P. Whitin & Sons in 1849.~ The
Whnitin firm was responsible for construction of tne brick, three-story
connector (ca. 1850-1851) that spans the Mumford River between the two
formerly Qetachec North Uxbridge mills.”-

The firm of P. Whitin & Sons was dissolved in January 1864 following the death
of Betsy Whitin.A By this time, the Whitin family owned every mill property
of any consequence in tne Nortnoridge area and was one of tne leading mill
families in the Blackstone Valley. The four Whitin brothers who had interests
in the family's cotton manufacturing and cotton-machine manufacturing
businesses divided among themselves the various area mills the firm had
acquired or built. Each brother then founded his own manufacturing company.
Paul, Charles P., and James ~. Whitin became owners of the cotton mills and
John C. Whitin became the sole proprietor of the machine works.

Paul Whitin Jr., Betsy Whitin's oldest son, inherited the cotton mills at
Rockdale and Riverdale in Northbridge. Shortly thereafter the mill at
Riverdale burned and Paul's attention was focused on the development of his
Rockdale property.

By 1870 the Rockdale Mill had become known as the Paul Whitin Manufacturing

cent inued
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Company--a partnership of Paul Whitin Jr., and his son Charles E. Whitin.
During their tenure, the mill was continuosly upgraded and expanded. In 1884
Paul Whitin Jr., died and company ownership was transferred to Charles.
Charles survived his father by only a few years and thus the company was
passed to Charles' son Henry Thomas Whitin. Under Henry T.'s direction, the
mill experienced its most expansive growth. Today, the mill stands
substantially as it did in Henry T.'s time--representing the culmination of
four generations of industrial growth.

To a certain extent, the Rockdale Mill of today suffers from its past
successes. Unlike its cousin mill at Linwood, which had a more generous site
on which to expand (and apparently less demand or desire to do so), the
Rockdale Mill was confined to a rather narrow site between its water privilege
and the adjacent street. This very real natural constraint, together with
external pressures on the company to grow, caused a crowding of the site.
Today, the Rockdale complex presents no cohesive face to the street, and does

not embrace its associated worker housing as does the Linwood Mill. The sense
of a self-contained community one finds at the Linwood Mill is not present
here.

Chr--les P. Whitin, the second son, received the cotton mills in Whitinsville
anc East Douglas and founded the Whitinsville Cotton Mills. The stone mill in
Whitinsville of which Charles P, supervised the building in 1845 remain to
this day a prcrainent and handsome building despite the numerous alterations it
has undergone.

Located in the civic heart of Whitinsville, the stone mill is today used as
housing for the elderly. Recent modifications to the mill's 1864 appearance
include the removal of the mill's original office, connecting ell and
smokestack. Chimneys have also been removed and balconies have been cut into
the mill's monitor rocf. Original fenestration has remained more or less
intact. A group of worker housing, together with early dependencies, remains
in restorable condition just around tne corner from the mill, and owners
housing is in close proximity.

Upon the 1864 death of Betsy Whitin, John C. Whitin, the third son, took over
the machine building branch of the family business based at the machine
factory in Whitinsville. (Tnis business was incorporated as Whitin Machine
Works in 1871.) Founded the 40' x 32' picker room of the old Northbridge
Manufacturing Company, the machine works had by 1847 expanded into a "New
Shop" (306" X 102', 2 stories and basement) on the south side of the river.
On coming into his sole proprietorship, John C. Whitin erected another shop.
This building, constructec in 1854, represents the first time the Whitins
employed an architect to design one of tneir mill buildings.

continued
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B/ 1910 there were an astonishing 20 acres of floor space, al | connected, and
a foundry floor of nore than two acres. Today, the Witin Michine Wrks is a
spraw ing manufacturing/industrial conplex noteworthy for its sheer

magni tude. Mssive 20th century additions have diluted the 19th century
grandeur of the original conplex and nrew residential constructionin the area
has altered the rhythm and scale that once unified the worker housi n?.
Utility, too, has distracted from the conpl ex, as whol e el evations of w ndows
have been bhi”icked in and the entire mll yard has been filled with |oading
docks and other dependencies to suit the present needs of business.

The youngest of Betsy Witin's sons, Janes Fl etcher Witin, received the
Wkbridge Cotton MIls in North Wkbridge and the water rights and undevel oped
land in Northbridge. Wth his older brother Charles, wo [ent financial
backing to the endeavor, Janes founded the Witin Brothers Gonpany.

The Wiitin Brothers partnership erected a cotton mll (the nomnated property,
Linwood Mi|1) on Janes Witin's Northbridge property and water rights ca.

1856. It is not known preciselywo was responsible for the danmnng of the
Minford River (a branch of the Blackstone River) that led to the creation of
the Linwood M|l Pond. However, Charles Witin i s known to have been
interested in the inprovenent of water power on the Minford Rver.M-" The
Linrvood Pond, which does not appear on an 185/ nap of Wrcester County, was
probably created by Wiitin Brothers in conjunctionwth conpletion of the mll.

Today, the Linwood MI| and its associated buildings are the best preserved of
the Wiitin brothers' nunerous hol dings. A conparison with the other Witin
brother mlls inthe area shows the Linwood MIl to be a truly outstanding
conpl ex both aestheticaIIP/-- interns of its generous and unspoiled setting,
cohesive and architectura I)( di stingui shed design, and superior level of
preservot' on--and historically, inthe overall picture it presents of [ife in
a late 19th century mll village.

The Linwood MII wves constructed at a time when the central Massachusetts
region had conpleted a shift inits economc focus froman agrarian toa
primarily manufacturing econony. The town of Northbridge had becone a focal
oint inthe highly industrialized Blackstone Valley region of Massachusetts
Ey the 1870s. VMen construction of the Linwood Cotton M|l was underway,
there were two other cottonmlls already in operation in Northbridge. The
nuner of Northbridge cotton mlls had decreased from five in 1845 and a fire
at Rockdal e ca. 1851 brought the total nuntber to two by 186'''" These are
presunably the sane two cottonmlls operatin? In 1865 at Witinsville and
Rockdal e, both of which were owed by Wiitin fam |y nentbers at the time. The
two mlls enployed a total of 225 workers, had a conbined capacity of roughly
17,000 spindles, and produced 1,269 mllion yards of cotton cloth in 1855,

continued
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Despite a mid-19th century decrease in the number of Northbridge's cotton
manufacturing establishments, as well as their combined spindle capacity and
the number of workers they employed, production levels rose, with 2.7 million
yards of sheetings and 832,000 yards of printing goods in the ten years before
1955.~"  This increase in production was undoubtedly made possible by
improvements in the design and efficiency of many cotton manufacturing
machines--including in "Whitin Improved Picker," cards, ring-spinning frames,
spoolers, warpers, dressers, looms, and combers--then being assembled in John
C. Whitin's machine works.

A regional shift in favor of woolen production over cotton textile production
by the end of the Civil War™* Mot in evidence in Northbridge, perhaps

due to the domination of the Whitin family and its cotton interests in that
town. In the neighboring town of Uxbridge, however, woolen mills consistently
outnumbered cotton mills from 1845 to 1865. In fact, the only cotton mills
operating in Uxbridge at the time of the Linwood Mill construction were the
Uxbridge Cotton Mills, also owned by James Fletcher Whitin. Despite their
10,720-spindle capacity, the Uxbridge Cotton Mills employed 95 persons and
produced a mere 214,500 yards of cotton cloth in 1865."°

The Linwood Cotton Mill, also known as the Whitin Brother Cotton Factory,
produced fine cambrics, sateens, and shirtings. The original mill (ca. 1865)
consisted of the 3 1/2-story main block and a one-story picker house
projecting from the east elevation of the main block. Spindle capacity was
increased from IC-,160 spindles in 1870 to 15,080 spindles in 1875.""
Accordingly, the assessed value of the mill property increased during the same
period, from $113,140 in 1870 to $165,810 in 1875. The mill machinery was
driven by water from the Mumford River, dammed to create the mill pond and the
mill raceway (of tne raceway, only the tailrace is extant). Tne ca. 1870
addition of a one-story boiler house (extant) on the south wall of the

mill'lS reflected period technological advances in motive power that prompted
mill owners to install steam power facilities to supplement their waterpower,
thus enabling them to increase production. A steam power plant had been
installed et the Whitinsville Cotton Mill, owned by James Whitin's partner and
brother Charles, only a few years before. By 1875 the mill complex included a
waste house and blacksmith shop (neither extant), and the brick storehouse
directly south of the original mill."'"

As the original core of the Linwood Mill village, the Linwood Mill Historic
District also contains mill-related residential development completed ca.
1870. On Linwood Avenue, west of tne mill complex and across Lihwood Pond
from the Pine Court housing, was the mill proprietor's residence. In October
1858, James Fletcher Whitin noted in his daybook that he had "commenced
grading for [the] new house at Linwood Grover."20 Many Irish and French
Canadians were listed as paid workers on tne house account, with a substantial

cont inued
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reduction by early 1871 in the number of workers paid, at which time it is
presumed work on the house was largely complete. The mansion is an impressive
high-style Second Empire building set in landscaped surroundings with sweeping
views of the pond and the mill complex on lower ground to the east.
Complementing the proprietor's house is a carriage house (ca. 1870) and a
wood-frame and glass g"eenhouse (ca. 1875-1885).

Worker housing was constructed closer to the mill complex and railroad

tracks. Two dormitories, or tenements, one 3 1/2 stories and the other 2 1/2
stories (the latter has been demolished) were constructed on the south side of
Linwood Avenue at Maple Court. Four 2 1/2-story dormitories (two are extant)
were constructed in a row on Pine Court facing the mil]. Six duplexes (five
are extant) were constructed on Maple Court east of the mill (see enclosed
sketch map of Linwood Mill Historic District ca. 1870). The duplexes and 2
1/2-story tenements are very similar in design to those constructed in
Whitinsville, particularly for the Whitin Machine Works, between 1845 and 1864.

The arrangement of buildings in the Linwood Mill Historic District clearly
reflects the social spectrum inherent in the mill's organized management,
which was based on the so-called Rhode Island system: a relatively small mill
generally owned by a family end managed directly by the owners, who employed
entire families as mill workers and housed them in company-built housing in
the vicinity of the mill. The placement of James Fletcher Whitin's residence
in relation to the mill and mill village below also suggests a paternalism
that was typically associated with tne Whitin family and their Northbridge
mill villages in the 19th century. Of tne worker housing in the historic
district, the duplexes may have housed skilled and clerical workers, as was
the case at the mills in Whitinsville, while the multi-family tenements closer
to the railroads tracks most likely housed unskilled laborers.

The architectural styles of tne residential buildings in the historic district
also reflect a social and organizational hierarchy. The design of worker
housing at Linwood had changed little from the design of tne mill housing
constructed at Whitinsville as much as two decades earlier, with duplexes at
Linwood designed in a moaest Greek Revival style and the larger tenements of a
more vernacular nature. The proprietor's residence at Linwood is not only the
most architecturally elaborate o" the district's residential buildings, but
tne most up-to-date stylistically £S well. As was also the case at tne
Whitinsville mills, the Linwood proprietor's residence is a house of palatial
proportions in comparison to the related mill-worker housing, and is
indicative of the grand lifestyle of James Fletcher Whitin as a cotton mill
owner in the post-Civil War years. Finally, the James Fletcher Whitin
residence, as well as the Linwood Mill itself, take on additional significance
by virtue of the fact that these buildings hail from an era of mill
construction that is not otherwise represented in the town of Northbridge, at

continued
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least stylistically.

While production figures for the Linwood Mill are not available, the entries
in a daybook kept by James Fletcher Whitin from 1864 to 1883 shed some light
on the markets of the cotton cloth produced at the Linwood Mill during that
period.2” Linwood products are not known to have been produced under a
particular brand name, or label. It appears, however, that the mill produced
"grey goods,"” or unfinished cloth sold to bleacheries over a twenty-year
period: W.F. & F.C. Sayles on Lincoln, Rhode Island (1854 to ca. 1882);
Lowell Bleachery of Lowell, Massachusetts (1867 to ca. 1882); and Fall River
Bleachery of Fall River, Massachusetts (1878 to 1883 and presumably later).
Each establishment bleached, dyed, and finished cotton goods.

The Sayles Bleachery account (and Whitin's daybook) predates the construction
of the Linwood Mill; therefore, Whitin's notations of payments from Sayles
totaling $2,305.05 in 1864 and $5,639.44 in 1865 can probably be attributed to
production at his Uxbridge Cotton Mills in North Uxbridge. (It should be
noted, however, that the daybook records of bales of cotton purchases for the
Uxbrioge Cotton Mills ceased in August 1864, suggesting a change in the
organization of that mill's management, or at the very least its bookkeeping,
at that time.) Payments from the Sayles Bleachery jumped in the years
immediately following the Civil War to $12,485.80 (1866) and $10,129.64
(1867). This rise is more likely attributable to the commencement of
operations at the newly completed Linwood Mill, rather than a post-war
production boom.

Payments from the Sayles Bleachery dropped sharply in 1868 ($3,180.34), with
the most notable slack-off evident between March and April. About this time,
the first entry for receipt of payments from the Lowell Bleachery appeared in
Whnitin's daybook. While total payments from tne Sayles Bleachery remained
steady at roughly $4,500 per year in the early 1870s, receipts from the Lowell
Bleachery were much higher, with a high of $11,584.20 (1868) and a low of
$9533.67 (1870) during the period from 1868 to 1873. Receipts from both
bleacheries became more sporadic into the late 1870s, and appear to have been
phased out entirely by ca. 1882. In Septemoer 1878, an entry for receipt of
payment from the Fall River Bleachery first*appeared in Whitin's daybook. The
Fall River Bleachery, established in 1372,was tne primary recipient of
cotton cloth produced at Linwood into the early 1880s.

The direct markets for Linwood goods do not appear to have been Worcester,
Woonsocket, or Providence, as the railroad through Linwood would suggest.
However, tne Lowell, Fall River, and Lincoln destinations were accessible from
Linwood by rail connections via Worcester and Providence. The rail road
freight oepot and two spurs along the Providence and Worcester raiiroad tracks
first appear on a map of tne Linwood Mill vicinity in 1870. At that time, the

continued
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road from Whitinsville to North Uxbridge (now Linwood Avenue) was known as
Railroad Avenue, perhaps because it led from these two older factory villages
to Whitin's Station. The village of Whitinsville, a major developing
industrial center throughout the 19th century, lacked immediate access to the
railroad which ran through the eastern half of Northbridge. The station at
Linwood was significant, therefore, for its role in the growth not only of the
mill at Linwood, but the growth of the Whitin Machine Works at Whitinsville as
well (see below). The freight depot, converted for use as a restaurant in the
late 1970s, is especially significant in light of the demolition of the
original passenger depot, which occurred probably as a result of mid-20th
century highway construction immediately east of the mill.

Given James Fletcher Whitin's advancing years, his son Albert H. Whitin's
involvement with the Uxbridge Cotton Mills as director (another son, George M.
Whitin, died suddenly in 1883), and the death of his older brother and partner
Charles in 1887, it was Charles's sons who assumed primary responsibility for
managing the Linwood Mill on benalf of the Whitin Brothers firm by the 1890s.
In 1895 Edward Whitin, Charles' eldest son, directed an expansion of the
Linwood Mill, assisted by his uncle James. Two additions to the rear of the
main block, an engine house and a 2 1/2-story weave mill along the pond, were
built as well as an addition to the south side or the picker house. These
additions permitted an increase in tne mill's spindle capacity from about
15,000 to 25,500 spindles.23

In the absence of production figures for the Northbridge mills during this
periOQ,-spinole capacity has been used for comparative purposes. With its
mid-1890s expansion, Linwood became the second largest cotton mill in
Northbridge, following the Rockdale mills with 55,000 spindles and preceding
the Whitinsville Cotton Mills with 13,300.24 jhe fact that larae additions
were made to both the Linwood ica. 1895) and Rockdale (1884, 1895-1896)25
mills in the midst of a cotton textile industry slowdown is significant. The
Massachusetts Bureau of Statistics evaluated the industry in an 1898 report,
and concluded that the depression experienced by New England textile mills in
general during the 1890s was due to a rapid extension of the industry during a
period of unprecedented business depression. The number of spindles in
operation in cotton textile mills in Massachusetts increased 46* between ca.
1888 and 1897,2t and the additions to tne Linwood and Rockdale mills reflect
this period increase.

Also in the 1890s, more worker housing of the duplex type extant on Maple
Court was constructed northeast of the historic district separated from the
mill complex by Providence Road (now also known as State Route 122). The
boundaries of the historic district exclude this 1890s worker housing
development, due to tnree factors that have compromised the conesiveness and
physical inteo'-ity of the original mill village: the ca. 1960s construction

continued
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of the Route 122 highway overpass and the resulting drastic change in the
grading and street configuration; substantial noncontributing late
20th-century aevelopment along Providence Road (Route 122); and the mid- to
late 20th-century alterations made to the original 1890 duplexes.

There was also continued development in rail transportation in the historic
district at that time. A freight connector between the then-New York, New
Haven & Hartford depot at Linwood and the Whitin Machine Works in Whitinsville
was built along Linwood (Railroad) Avenue ca.1890. Trolley service to
Whitinsville on this same line was available from 1899 to 1935.27 The
decision to connect Whitinsville to the railroad line at the Linwood location
to the southeast, rather than at Plummer Corner to the northeast, is perhaps
best explained by the familial ties between mill owners in the first two
villages. Additional period railroad construction included a spur track
leading from the railroad tracks north of the freight depot directly into the
Linwood Mill complex.

Two years before his death in 1902, James Fletcher Whitin enlarged the
Uxbridge Cotton Mills, increasing its capacity to 17,000 spindles28 from
10,895 spindles in 1880.29 Despite improvements, the Uxbridge mill

apparently never provided the cotton mills in Northbridge with any significant

competition. It appears that James Fletcher Whitin's primary association was
always with Linwood, where he not only built the mill but chose to make his
home as well. The Uxbridge and Linwood cotton mills and their related housing

were constructed at different times--primarily in the 1820s and the late
1860s, respect! vely--and although botlrmill complexes expanded at the turn of
the twentieth century, no documentation has been located that indicates that
the two mills shared facilities or that the employees of the two mills shared
housing, be it in Northbridge or Uxbridge. Passing to Whitin's grandsons,
Frederick B. and James Earle Whitin, after their grandfather's death, the
Uxbridge Cotton Mills were kept in operation by the latter under his firm of
James Whitin, Inc. into the 1920s.30

After their uncle's death in 1902, Edward Whitin and his brother Arthur F.
Whitin assumed full control of the Linwood Mill, buying out the interests of
Albert H. Whitin and Frederick B. Whitin, son and grandson respectively of
James Fletcher Whitin.Continuing the production of cotton goods, the
Linwood Mill survived the depression that hit many New England textile mills
in the post-World War 1years. Massachusetts Textile Directcies for the
early 1930s reveal, however, a decrease of 7,000 spindles in operation at
Linwood between 1931 and 1933, although the number of employees remained
constant at 300.*2 At that time, the Linwood Mill was still producing fine
Shirtings and cambrics. By comparison, the Paul Whitin Manufacturing Co. at
tne Rockdale Mills, which produced silk goods and yarns in addition to cotton
goods, employed 900 people and had roughly 55,000 spindles in operation during

cont inued
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the sane period. Wile Linmood MII was for nore than sixty years the second
| argest cotton mll inthe tow of Northbridge, it never cane closeto
Rockdale MIls interns of size of facilities or production. The fate of
Charles Wiitin's cotton mll isuncertain, neither the Witinsville Cotton
MIl nor the Wxbridge Cotton MI|s appear to have still been i noperationin
the early 1930s.33

The Linwood M| finally closed inJuly 1940, at which tine the cotton
manufact uring nachinery was sold.34 After remainingidle during two
transfers of ownership, Linwood MII was sold in 1949 to Witin Machine Vdrks,
and was thereafter known as the Linwood Division of that conpany. The
original mll and weave m || |ast housed a specialty textile conpany, and the
pi cker house contained a furniture showoom The brickhouse was until
recently a facility used i nthe production of concrete coffin liners.

Al buildings inthemll conplex are now vacant. The worker housing and
Propu etor's nmansion continue to serve residential uses, while the railroad
reight depot is now used as a restaurant. Qe dormtory on Linwood Avenue
and two on Pine Court were denolished at an unknown date, and their lots
remain vacant. National Register designation for the Linmood M| Historic
District would encourage the preservation of this group of historic buildings
Wi ch have played such a vital role inNorthbridge's economc and industrial
devel opnent since the third quarter of the 19th century.
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Archaeol ogi cal  Significance

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation i nNorthbridge are poorly understood,
any surV|V|_n(Iq sites would be significant. Prehistoric sites i nthis area have
the potential for increasing our understanding of prehistoric settlenent and

subsi stence along the Bl ackstone Rver drainage, which i salso poorly
under st ood.

Historic archaeol ogical remains described above have the Potential for
providing detailed information on the changi n? social, cultural, and economc
patterns that characterized life inamdtolate 19thcentury mll village.
The proElerte/ offers thepotential for study of not only structures thenselves
but each of tneauxiliary conponents as wel |, such as worker housing,
transportation, and water power.
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1870-1, 1 875.
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p. 1175.

19 Town of Northbridge, "Valuation and Tax."

20 James Fletcher Whitin balance book (October 1863-1866) in the Whitin
family papers (MSS 526 Series G), the archives of the Baker Business
Library, Harvard University.

2" James Fletcher Whitin daybook (1864-1883) in the Whitin family papers
(MSS 526 series G), the archives of the Baker Business Library, Harvard

Uni versity.

22 Orra L. Stone, History of Massachusetts Industries, Volume 1 (Boston and
Chicago: The S.lI. Clarke Publishing Company, 1890), p. 174.

23  Brown, p. 430.

n Brown, p. 429-430.

25 Brown, p. 429-43C. '

26 gstatistics of tne Branches of Industry in Massachusetts.

2/ Spaulding R. Aldrich, Town of Northbridge Bicentennial Commemorative
Journal 1772-1?72 (The Northbridge Bicentennial Committee, 1972).

28 Brown, p. 430.

Town of Uxbridge, "Valuation and Tax" in Report of the Town Officers,
1880.

30 Tolles, p. 3.
31 Brown, p. 430.
32 Dpavison's "textile Blue Books, 1931, 1932, 1933.
33 pavison's Textile Blue Books. 1931, 1932, 1933.

Navin, p. 495.
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10. Geographical Data (cont'd)
Boundary Justification (cont'd)

occurred in the easternmost portion of the district with
mid-twentieth-century construction of a highway overpass, and the historic
district boundaries encompass the area the least fragmented by this and

other mid- to late twentieth-century intrusions.
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Zone Easti ng Northi ng
A 19 281007 4564200
B 19 281240 4663990
C 19 281210 4653950
0. 19 281310 4663890
E 19 281 230 4563700
F 19 281 070 4663680
6. 13 230990 4663830
H 19 230940 4563780
| 19 280880 4663820
J. 19 280940 4563840
tC, 19 280830 4663960
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MP /[ MNC Historic Nane Street Address
681 Linwood Ave.
16 Dam Linwood Pond
17 Tail Race South of mill A pond

Ralion of contributing to noncontributing elements:

Contri bating Noncontri buti ng
Buildings 15 1
Structures 2 U
TTIiT.iT 1T T

Date of
Construction

c. 1970

c, 1857-1866

c. 1857-1866

Style Resource  Stalus

late 20C/ B NC
Moderne

NA St. C
NA St. C

B 2\ "W
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Linwood Historic District Worcester County, 88002753
Massachusetts

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:
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October 21, 1988

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.Q Box 37127

Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:

Encl osed you will find thenomnation forms forthe following properties:
Lowel |, Varnum Building; 401-405 Bridge Street (HPCA # 10187MA)
Boston (Roxbury), Mount Pleasant Historic District

Northbridge, Linwood Mill Historic District; Linwood Avenue, Maple Court, Pine Court
(HPCA # 11131MA)
They have been voted eliglible by the State Review Board andhave been signed bythe
State Historic Preservation Officer. Oaners were notified of pending State Review
Board consideration 305 days before the meeting andwere afforded the opportunity to
comment. No comments have been received t odate.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Histori C31 ouuui. ss Xon

BF/ bq

Encl osure

M assachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Tdmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary
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Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed youwill find thefollowng nomnation forns:

Limnvood Historic District, Northbridge s HROA# 11131 MA

Lenox Rail Road Station, Lenox
Joseph K Mnning House, Medford
Fort Hill Historic District, Northanpton

All have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed by
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Qwers were notified of pending
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the neeting and were
afforded theopportunity tocomment. GConments received todate are attached
to the nomnation form

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg \J
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Enclosures

BF/rc

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Tdmage, Executive Director, Sate Historic Presarvation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary
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