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The Opp Cottage is located on a corner lot in one of Montgomery's older residential 
nei^Aprhoods, and is no doubt the work of a local carpenter. The structure is a 
raised cottage with a masonry ground floor and frame construction on the upper level, 
wfiich is not apparent in viewing the front elevation, is free standing with an area 
way beneath the porch. The front of the porch rests on brick piers which stand on a 
brick retaining wall.

The house consists of a simple rectangular block with the long (five bay) side facing 
north onto West Jeff Davis. Construction of the main level is of wide clapboard, 
painted white. A half-hipped roof porch extends the length of the facade and is trimned 
with unusually light, delicate fretwork between the porch columns and on the balustrade. 
Originally the balustrade detailing was carried through in a railing along the front 
steps.

The hipped roof has extended eaves and a well defined frieze. The two interior chimneys 
are covered with stucco and are proportionately very broad. All windows are double hung 
with 6 lights per sash, sjjnple trim, and most have retained the original shutters. 
The four panel central door is flanked with side lights.

A front central hall gives access to a parlor on either side and a small room to the 
rear. The front rooms have simple wooden mantels and the windows have panel sections 
beneath the sill extending to the baseboard. The house is finished throughout with 
plaster walls and wideboard heart pine flooring.

The small room directly behind the entrance hall contains an enclosed staircase on 
the eastern wall, and gives access into a small room on either side as well as to a 
two story central rear portico. The rooms on either side have simple wooden mantels, 
and the room on the east is smaller than the western room.

The stairway descends to a small landing which has two steps descending into a long 
(27'4") room on the west, and two steps descending into the front room on the east. 
A door beneath the stair leads into a small (Il'x9") room on the east. Neither of 
these two rear rooms has a fireplace, while the two front rooms (approximately 16' x 
14J") have simple wooden mantels.

The remains of a one story frame kitchen is located directly behind the house. Originally 
there was also a two room frame servants house located on the grounds.
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The Opp Cottage is one of Montgomery's few remajning^raisedeottages. A modest but 
well crafted structure, it reflects the taste and means of a middle class merchant 
who settled in Montgomery after the close of the Civil War,

In all likelihood construction of the Opp Cottage was started in 1860 by T. J. Wilson 
and his wife Eli^a, Deeds indicate that Valentine Opp and his wife Catherine purchased 
the property from KLiza C. Wilson on July 28, 1866 and according to family records 
the cottage was not fully completed at the time of its purchase,

Valentine Opp was a native of Austria who emigrated to Benton in Lowndes County where 
he met and married his wife Catherine Hart, an Irish, immigrant. After the close of the 
Civil War Opp and his wife moved to Montgomery. Opp was a merchant tailor by trade and 
operated a successful tailoring business downtown on Court Square. Opp had seven 
children, two of whom distinguished themselves as lawyers.

Henry Opp, who received his degree from the University of Alabama in 1878, served as 
the county solicitor of Covington County, as the mayor of Andalusia, and as a delegate 
to the constitution convention of 1901. Opp was hired as an attorney by the Louisville 
and Nashville Railroad to settle a dispute and in this capacity he was instrumental in 
that railroad being extended through the present day city of Opp, which was named in 
his honor.

Another son, Frederick Opp, also an attorney, resettled in Texas and was appointed by 
U. S. President Grover Cleveland as Consul to Breslau, Germany.

The Cottage remained in the Opp family until, it was recently purchased by Martha 
Mclnnis who plans to restore the house for office use.
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