Preliminary Entry for submission to NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
by RHODE ISIAND HISTORICAL PRESERVATION COMMISSION (Nomination Form to

follow before May 1, 1971).

Rhode Island.
Washington County.

70- J{" 3&. 0007 Indian Burial Ground,

Narrow Lane (north side),
Charlestown,

Rhode Island (38), Washington County (009).
Site. Public Ownership. Unrestricted Access.

Owned by the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations,
State House, 90, Smith Street, Providence, Rhode Island, 02903.

Lahdscape remains of "royal" graveyard of the Niantic tribe of
Indians; in use XVII Century and perhaps bvefore.

As the designated State Liaison Officer

for the National Historic Preservatitn

Act of 1966 ..., I hereby nominate this

property for inclusion in the National

Register and certify that it has been

evaluated ... The recommended level of .
significance of this nomination is: To be supplied later

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

Name: .,—k-——; : El \\_{Q Q&\\\\K\&Kh\%m National Register.
Title: State Liaison Officer Cﬁaﬂjv Wm@mﬁ%

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preferva

Date: March 18, 1970

Keeper of ih Natwnal Reglster » '
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Rhode Island, 02813
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(Check One)

] Excellent ] Good [} Fair [[] Deteriorated {J Ruins f] Unexposed

CONDITION (Check One) . : ' (Check One)

}g] Altered {7} Unaltered , [1 Moved & Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

In a small clearing at the top of a wooded hill, the ancient burial

ground of the Narrangansett Indians is now maintained as part of a
twenty-acre park hy the State of Rhode Island. Though this site once
commanded a magnificent view of the sea and the countryside, it is now
surrounded by dense growth. In a clearing, a 20' by 100' rectangular,
grassy plot rises several inches ahove the surrounding pround level

~and is surrounded hy an diron post-and-rall fence. This fence and a .
marble tablet in the center of the plot were erected in 1878 by order
df”fﬁe ‘Rhode Island GeneralAssembly..

- Although virtually all traces of the original mounds are now gone,
the Burial Ground was described in the nineteenth century as one row
of mounds raised above the next. In 1878 the mound was recorded to be
thirty feet by one hundred feet and three feet high, The site was com-
pletely wooded until the great gale of 1869, which levelled many of the
trees, Since that time the site has been kept cleared.

Seven small stones, placed on end in the enclosed plot, are possi-
bly head and foot stones of recent graves. An addendum to the Rhode
Island Historical Cemeteries Master Book, which records the graves of
war veterans, lists the recent burial of George Alexander Hazard, World
War I veteran. The family name "Hazard" is found amoung local residents
of Indian descent.
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[} Pre-Columbian| [] 16th Century X3 18th Centuryand [ 20th Century
D 15th Century <« [J 17th Century 7] 19th Centurybefore

'SPECIFIC DATE!S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Apprqﬁriate)

Abor iginal {1 Education O Poliﬂcql 3 Urban Planning
X Prehistoric [ Engineering " Religion/Phi- - [] Other (Specify)
X Historic 3 Industry losophy

[ Agriculture ] Invention (] Science

1 Architecture [ Landscape [ Sculpture

7 Art Architecture [} Social/Human-

] Commerce [ Literature itarian

[] Communications [ Military [] Theater

[T} Conservation [ Music [} Trensportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Indian tradition records that this 31te was the Royal Burial
Ground of the combined tribes of the Narragansett and Niantlc Indlans,
a burial place of privilege. for‘EQQMZEdian sachems, or chiefs, and
their families. As such, it is one of thé few remaining traces of a
once-large and powerful Indian nation in New Eneland, and it is his-
torically linked to the nearhy remains of the former Narragansett

reservation:

Before it was protected as a park, the site was subject to 7
abuse by the local citizenry. Without consent, a group of nine local
persons opened one of the graves in May, 1869, in order to ascertain
how the Indians buried their dead and to collect relics. Covered
with large, flat stones, the tomb was found to contain a 1og coffln.
Two logs had been split to serve as top, bottom, and sides, and™
were bound together by iron chains, A brass kettle was found at one
end, and an iron kettle at the othér, along with numerous other
relics. Leral action was brought against the men by members of the
'tribe, but the accused were exonerated. A published history of the
area in 1887 states that mueh of what was found was sent to Brown
University,” although the whereabouts of these artifacts is no longer
known there. The same history claims that there was a subsquent
exploration by a Dr. Parsons of Providence who found fewer relics,
even though he opened quite a number of graves.
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Commitbes of I

State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations.

gations

Narragansett Tribe of Indians, Report of the Committee ...

nvesti-

"(Providence, Rhode Island, 1880).
U, S. Works Progress Administration.
ISlando A Guide X

Federal Writers' Project:

(Boston, 1937).
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Clifford M. Renshaw, IIT, Consultant

ORGANIZATION

DATE

Providence

Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission April 16, 1971
STREET AND NUMBER:

State House, 90 Smith Street
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

Rhode Island, 02903

Ln

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
National [] State Local

A\

Title State T.iaison Officer

The recommended

0O

‘Date April 28, 1971

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

jjmﬂ’“ ﬂ @ﬁma@

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
ff25/70

Date

ATTEST:

/per of The N usnal Register :
/€ e P72

GPO 901.087
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK $ERVICE Rhode Island

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES counTy
Washington
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
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Narrow Lane
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U. S. Geological Survey
1: 31,680

SEE

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.




