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Fire Station No. k is believed to have been built about 1896, 
with an addition on the east (rear) in 1962. The building has; 
exterior walls of brick, laid in Flemish bond with glazed headers. 
The tiled roof is a shallow hip, with slender rafter ends protruding 
from the eaves. Broad stone beltcoursing is found at sill level on 
both stories of the main (original) block.

The original block is approximately 60' x 40', with a wide, full-height 
projecting rectangular bay on the south side. First story windows have 
segmental arches, while those of the upper floor are set flush with the 
juncture of wall and eaves. The wide main entrance features a modified 
Gibbs surround with stone voussoirs. Above it is a small projecting 
bay window. The upper, halves of the windows . in.the south side projecting 
bay (first floor) are-filled,in with brick, laid in the same bond and 
displaying the same glazed headers found on the exterior walls. Certain 
of these bricks are set to-project slightly from the plane of the 
infill, forming rectangular panels in each window opening.

The main room, used for pumper storage, has a concrete floor and 
tongue-in-groove ceiling. In the bay on the south side are a small 
office and stairwell to the second floor, which contained sleeping 
quarters for firemen. This floor has a wooden floor, plaster walls 
and ceiling. The east addition contains a kitchen, drying tower 
room and bathroom.

The station is located in an urban residential area presently involved 
in urban renewal. The station was determined eligible for the National 
Register by the Secretary of the Interior in October, 1978.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of Fire Station No. 4 derives from its status as one of a 
small group of fire stations erected in Des Moines around the turn of the 
century, and one of the earliest buildings of its type in the city. Five 
other stations remain from this period, most of which are threatened with 
demolition. In style and form, the building typifies firestation design 
of its period. Noteworthy features are the modified Gibbs surround of the 
main doorway, which lends discreet emphasis to the most important architec­ 
tural element of the building; the stone beltcourses at windows?11 level on 
both stories; and the extremely nice Flemish bond brickwork with glazed 
headers.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

One city lot, Northeast corner of 8th Street and Day Street, Des Moines
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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