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CONDITION

Outside Inside
n Excellent S3 Good C3 Fair
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAU (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The building usually referred to as "The Old Cranbury 
School" was built in 189&, It was built of red brick, with a scale and 
ornamentation typical of the period. The corbelling above the windows 
and around the small circular windows is in the best style of the time.

Originally the building had four school rooms 
ground floor and two on the second floor, plus a 
about a third of its walls above ground, permitting 
basement.

The windows of the school rooms are arc^ic| 
and glass conform to the arch in the style of the

Separate entrances were provided for the 
for boys at the south end of the front, for girls at 
of the front.

Above the slate roof rose a cupola topped by a weathervane in 
the form of a feathered quill. This weathervane was blown off in a 
severe storm some years ago, but it is still in Cranbury and can easily 
be put back in its rightful place.

On the side of the cupola toward Main Street was the face of 
a clock, The works, inside the building, were operated by iron weights. 
The works are still there in good condition. The face of the clock was 
blown off by the same storm that tore away the weathervane. The ap 
pearance and action of the clock can easily be restored.

The original bell, at first tolled by a rope and pulley, is 
in place in the cupola. On the side of the bell, cast in raised letters, 
appear the names of the Board of Education for 1897. The bell was pre 
sented to the school by the graduating class of that year.
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In 1922 a south wing was added to the building, and in 1922 
the north wiSig was added, ~~'

By that time it was deemed proper for boys and girls to use 
the same entrance. The original separate entrances were converted into 
windows, and what was the ground floor center window was made an ample 
entrance, using recessed double doors with an admirable fan light above. 
A small portico shelters the entrance. The ityle of the cornice in the 
added wings follows accurately that of the original building.

Since 193^ further additions have been made to the school 
facilities. These lie west and south of the old building and are not 
included in this application for state and national registry.
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Architecttire

This building is the only example of late nineteenth 
century architecture in a public Building in this area. The pro 
portions of the building are excellent and the details of moderate 
ornamentation are typical of the time.

Education

This building replaced two wooden two-room schools 
at either end of the village. It was an early example of the 
trend toward "centralized" schools. Education was carried on 
through the tenth grade.



"The Cranbury Press"
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T 8t" Bright, Chairman 
ffi.<ttr>T»ioal Sitftfi Committee

AND
J. Carl Cook, Chairman 
Comm. to Save the Old School

RGANIZATION-,. . , - „ _. ,,uranbury Historical & Preservation Mar. 26, 1971
STREET AND NUMBER:

15 Bunker Hill 2 Maplewood Avenue
CITY OR TOWN:

Cranbury New Jersey 08512

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:

National n State Q Local |X]

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservati

JUN 2 1 1971
ifa"^

Date

ATTEST:

Title COMMISSIONER, Department of 
Environmental Protection

Pate April 7, 1971_____________

Keeper of TfferNStional Regi/ter

Date



Form 10-300o 
(July 1969)

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

New Jersey

Middlesex
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

(Number all entries)

3. Classification

Status \ the building is not now regularly occupied 
throughout the day.

Present uses

-The Boy Scouts meet in the building two evenings a week.

-The Women's Club of Cranbury conducts its annual rummage 
sale for the benefit of their scholarship fund at a 
selected date in the summer.

-A Bargain Basement Store is run in cooperation with the 
Area Committee on Programs for Migrant and Seasonal 
Farm Workers, open one evening a week, June 15th to 
Nov. 30th.

-A Nutrition Information program is run for the benefit 
of migrant and seasonal farm workers one evening a week, 
June 15th to Sept. 15th. This program is open to the 
general public as well as migrants,

-Cranbury Township Recreation Commission conducts an 
arts and crafts program for pre-school children for 
six weeks during the summer, three days per week.

Congressional Correspondence: 

Rep. Edward S. Patten (l5th Dist.)

Sen. Clifford r . Case 
Sen. Harrison A. Williams

NATIONAL 
REGISTEK
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COMMON: Old Cr&nbury School
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STREET AND NUMBER:

23 North Main Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Cranbury

New Jersey 08512 Middlesex
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Cranbury Township Engineer
SCALE: Photo reduced from original. Scale of accompanying maps 1" = 120'

: 1969
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TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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