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CONDITION

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Svanning the South Branch Ashuclot River en azn asphalt sur-
faced town road between Esst Swznzey and Swanzey Center, this
bridge of undatedwantiquity is the only surviving example of
the somewhat rare Queenpost Truss design in this region of the’
state. Nationsgl Society for the Preservation of Covered Bridges
World Guide to Covered Bridges number 29-03-07. N.H. Department
of Public Works and Highways number 148/100. N.H. Department of
Resources and =Zconomic Development number 7.

Reputed one of the oldest area covered bridges, this is also
one of the smallest (60' long, 14' wide), and probably retsins
much of its original appearance if not materials. It was sup-
posed to have been erected by local farmers euploying framing
techniques used to build barns snd other buildings, and s full
load of hay was their reputed guide to determine the width and

height of the portal.

-

Over the years many parts, such as flooring, roof and suppor]
timbers have been repaired and replaced. Some tie rods snd
metal supports were added together with a tin roof apd new
sheathing. Notwithstanding, the load capacity was Yeduced to
3 tong, and the bridge finally closed in June 1974 vto await
tovm appropriations for repairs, rebuilding or reconstruction.
According to a state bridge maintenance engineer, the support
beams have separated and sagged about a foot causing a notice-
2ble sag in the bridge.

The Carleton Covered Bridge is an attractive, even pictur-
esogue structure of pleasing provortions supported by split
granite abutments, its side walls fully shesgthed, although its
present condition is a little shabby and neglected.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE .

Mgineering:

America's wooden covered bridges, an "endangered species,"
are an historic chapter in United States engineering history
worthy of protection and preservgtion as technolosicgl, art-
istic snd historical documents. The Carleton.Covered Bridge
in particular is an example of the Queenpo Truss construc-
tion design, a rather simple and early bridge design adapted
from barmm and church building technigues. It is characterized
by a truncated triangle with a post at =sach end and a connect--
ing horizontal crogspiece and is rare today, perhaps becsuse
of its considepdble antiquity. The Carleton Covered Bridse
is the only rviving example of this construction in southern
New Hampshire and as such is an especially significant struc-
ture.

Transportation: | |

‘The location of the Carleton Covered Bridge on a secondary
town road is fortvitous to its preservation since it is not g
heavily used link in the town's transportation victure, yet as
2 functionel member of the transportation system an additionsl
one-mile trip is made necessary for residents of the Carleton
Road ares by its closure.
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