


7. Original owner (if known) E l i s h a I-i'lagg - f i r s t kno\m IS33 

Original use res idence - farmhouse 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates ^^^"^ 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts • settlement ^ invention 
Commerce Z Z Z I Industry Z Z Z Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community development Political Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Thought by various h i s t o r i c a l sources to be among the oldest housss 
i n V/orcester, the Chamberlain-Flagg House has an unclear h i s t o r y . The 
house consists o.f a rectangular-plan main structure w i t h a central chimney 
and a two-storey wing on the west w a l l of the main b u i l d i n g . The house's 
facade i s nearly sj'mmetrical v/ith a center entrance flanked by one 12/12 
v;indow on either side at the f i r s t storey; at the second storey are'tiiree 
12/12 windovfs. This arrangement of the facade resembles many houses i n 
Worcester and the surrounding area which have h i s t o r i c a l associations to 
the early eighteenth century, the area's f i r s t period of permanent s e t t l e -
mxent. The location of the Chamberlain-Flagg house's chimney on the f r o n t 
slope of i t s roof, as well as the house's depth, suggest that the present 
structure vias the product of one or mors early additions. Details such as 
the house's Colonial Revival styl e entry and side porches and an ex t e r i o r 
chiraney (east) were added i n the early txventieth century. 

Although most sources r e f e r to the building as the Flags House, 
i t i s i d e n t i f i e d i n Nutt's History of Worcester as the Chanberlain House. 
As t h i s area of the c i t y was s e t t l e d by Jacob Chamberlain and his descen­
dants (on land purchased p a r t l y from Richard Flagg) a f t e r 17ii-2, i t i s 
l i k e l y that the house's e a r l i e s t associations are v/ith the Chamberlain 
family. Marked as the house of Elisha Flagg from I60O (map of e a r l i e s t 
settlers) through I 8 5 I , the house may have come into possession of the 
Flagg family throug.h Flagg's w i f e , a daughter of V/illiam Chamberlain, 
U n t i l 1930 the house rem^ained i n the Flagg family and was renovmed f o r 

(cont,) 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

V^Torcester H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y , nev/spaper c l i p p i n g s (Sunday Telegram, 
Aug. 25, 1929, SQctton G) 

Nutt, C. History of V/orcester, vol. I , p. ll.[.6 (photo) 
V/all, G. Reminiscences.. . p. k$. 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

9. the f a m i l y ' s l i v e peacocks. I n 1930 the pL*operty and t h i r t y - s e v e n acres 
o f l a n d were s o l d to a r e a l es ta te deve loper , who had in tended to de­
m o l i s h the house; however, the house was i n s t e a d s o l d w i t h a l a r g e l o t 
and remains i n t a c t as a r e s idence . The apparent a n t i q u i t y o f the 
s t r u c t u r e and i t s w e l l - preserved i n t e r i o r mark i t as one o f the best 
remain ing e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y houses i n Vi/orcester, 

S t ap l e t o I n v e n t o r y form at bot tom 
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