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The Cobblestone House at Eau Claire was begun in 1866 by Bradley C. 
Marcy (Marcey), a stonemason who had been born in New York and had 
emigrated to Wisconsin with his family while still a boy. The cobble­ 
stones used on the exterior of the building were gathered and brought 
to the site from the banks of the Eau Claire and Chippewa Rivers. The 
stone used in the back of the house and under the cobblestone veneer 
was locally quarried. The portions of the house first completed in­ 
cluded the entrance hall, part of the dining room, a bedroom across 
from the entrance hall, the central hall and a storage room. In 1876 
Dr. Charles Hogeboom bought the house and added a wing including two 
parlors and a bedroom downstairs and three bedrooms upstairs. The 
stonework in this 1876 addition appears to have been done by the same 
mason who executed the 1866 portion of the house. Part of the dining 
room, a kitchen and a downstairs bath were added sometime prior to 
1907 when Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Shoemaker rented the house. They purchased rn 
it in 1909 and in 1910 they replaced a narrow porch at the back of the m 
house with the present larger one. Long, narrow plate glass windows 
were placed in the dining room at this time and maple floors were laid 
downstairs as well as birch floors upstairs. The stone garage was 
built in 1916 and the L-shaped front porch was removed about 1952. 
The roughly cross-shaped plan of the original house is topped by a 
steeply gabled roof and the added wing has a hipped roof. There is 
a variety of fenestration: the wing has windows with stone frames and 
segmental-stilted arch heads. The front door has a stone lintel and 
quoins. The second story windows have steeply pointed arches framed by O 
stone slabsMand quoins. The steep proportions and pointed arches give -j 
an effect of Gothic picturesqueness. The stone work itself is extremely 
fine. Smooth> matched stones are placed in neat horizontal rows with 
raked "V" shapes between them. The corner quoins are carefully cut, 
partially smoothed stone set out slightly from the plane of the wall.
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Cobblestone architecture was imported into Wisconsin by settlers 
who came from upper New York State around Rochester, where cobble­ 
stone construction was common. Most of the New Yorkers who came 
to Wisconsin settled in the southeastern counties and it is in 
these counties that almost all of Wisconsin's cobblestone buildings 
are located. The Cobblestone House in Eau Claire is the only known 
example of cobblestone architecture in northwestern Wisconsin. 
Another peculiarity of the Cobblestone House in Eau Claire is that 
it is constructed in the Gothic Revival style rather than in the 
Greek Revival style which was by far the most common style for 
cobblestone buildings.
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