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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinationsfor individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National Register of 
Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering the information requested. 
If an item does not apply to the property being nominated, enter "N/A" for "not applicable.'' For funcfons, architectural classification, materials, and areas of 

significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative items on continuation sheet (NFS Form 10-900a). 
Use a typewriter, wordprocessor, or compiler, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name Si Philip's in the Hills Episcopal Church

othername&ite number

2. Location

street & number 4440 N. Campbell Avenue_____ 
city/town: Tucson_____________________________
state: Arizona___ code: AZ_______ county: Pima

_not for publication 
__ vicinity

code: 019 zip code: 85718.

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Presentation Act, as amencfed, I hereby 
determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the NJ 
procedural and professional requirements set forthin 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the | 
Register criteria I recommend that this property be considered signfican D nationally D statewide 
addilonal comments).

..that this nomination D request for 
Register of Historic Races an 0eets the 

; D does not meet «he National 
focaly. (O See &ont nuatbn sheetfor

Statbor'Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meetthe National Register aiteria. (D See continuation sheetfor adcfif onal comments).

Signature of commenting or other official Date

Stateor Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

I hereby certify thatthis property is:

entered in the National Register 
D See continuation sheet

D determined eligble for the National Register 
O See continuation sheet

D determined not eligble for the National Register.

D removed from the National Register.

D other (explain): __________________

Dateof Action.



St Philip's in the Hills Episcopal Church Pima County, Arizona

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

V private 
D pubic-local 
D pubic-State 
D public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)
V building (s)
D district
Dsite
D structure
D object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count) 
Contributing Noncontributing

One

One

buildings 
. sites 
_ structures 

objects 
" Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing).

N/A

Number of contributing resources previously listed in 
the National Register

N/A

6. Funcf on or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)
RELIGION / Relicious Facility / Church

Current Functions
(Enter catecpries from instiuctions)
RELIGION / Relicious FaciBtv / Church

7. Description

Architectural Classification

LATE 19th & EARLY 20th CENTURY REVIVALS - 
Spanish Colonial / Mission Revival

Materials
(Enter catecpries from instructions) 
foundation Concrete
waUs Adobe; Brick; Plaster 
roof Clay Tile
other Wood roof timbers: steel & stained glass 
windows; "cast stone" columns; wrought-iron gates

Narrative Description
(Describe the Nstcric and current condtion of the property on one or moreconthuation sheefe.)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualfying the property for 
National Register listing)

D A Property is assodated with events that have 
made a signficant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history.

V B Property is assodated with the lives of persons 
signficant in our past.

V C Property embodies the disthctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components 
lack individual district ion.

D D Property has yielded, or is likery to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark V in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:
VA owned by a religious insttution or used for

religious purposes. 
D B removed from its orighal location.

a birthplace or a grave.
a cemetery.
a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
a commemorative property.
less than 50 years of age or achieved
signficance withh the past 50 years.

DC 
D D 
D E 
D F 
D G

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the signficance of the property on one or mcrecontJnuation sheets.)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instiuctions) 
Architecture______

Period of Significance 
1936-1957

Significant Dates 
1936______

Significant Person
(00X71^616 if Criterion B is marked above) 
John Weslev Murohev (1898-1977) 
Helen Gever Murohev (1894-1990)

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A

Architect/Builder
Joslas Thomas Joesler (1895-1956)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography
(Cite the books, artides, and othersources used in preparing 
Previous documentation on file (NPS):
D preliminary determination of individual listing (36

CFR 67) has been requested. 
D prevbusly listed in the National Register 
D prevbusly determined eligble by the National

Register
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# _______
D recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record # ______

this form on one or more conthuation sheets.) 
Primary Locaion of Addifonal Data: 
D State historic preservation office 
D Other state agency 
D Federal agency 
V Local government 
V University 
V Other 
Name of Repository:
St Philip's in the Hills Church Archives: University 
of Arizona -Arizona Architectural Archives: Arizona 
Historical Society/Tucson: Tucson Museum of Art 
Library; Pima County Assessor's Office;
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10. Geographical Data_________________________________________________ 

Acreage of Property Approximately one acre

UTM References
(Race adcSIoral UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easthg Northing Zone Easing Northing

1 12 505325 3572340 3 _ ____ ____
2 _____ 4 ____ _____

D See conthuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet)

11. Form Prepared By

nameAitle Jean Cox. Curator of Fine Arts

organization St Philip's in the Hills Episcopal Church_________________ date Octobers. 2004

street & number 2315 E. Elm Street_____ telephone (520)326-1284__________
city or town Tucson________________________ state: AZ zip code 85719

Additional Documentation
Submt the foilcwing items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs
Representative Black and White photographs of the property. 

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner______________________________________________________

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPOor FPO)
name St Philip's in the Hills Episcopal Church (attn: Cynthia Me Fa (land)_________________
street & number 4440 N. Campbell Avenue__________________telephone (520)299 - 6421______
city or town Tucson state AZ zip code 85718 ______________

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is beingcollected for applications to the Naticnai register of Histplc Races to nominate properties for listing a 
determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amendexising listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benef t in accordance with the Naticnai 
Historic Preservation Act, as ameixbd (16 U.S.C. 470 etseq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Pubic reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response induing time for reviewing instruction, gathering 
and maintaining data,and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief Administrative 
Services Division, Naticnai Park Service, P. O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects 
(1024-0018), Washhgton, DC 20503
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SUMMARY
St. Philip's in the Hills Episcopal Church is located just north of the Tucson city limits at the base of the foothills of the 
Catalina Mountains. The Church was the cornerstone of a community center for the Catalina Foothills Estates 
residential development that began subdividing property in 1928. The basilica church was the first of five buildings 
designed to surround a plaza that, when completed in 1940, was called St. Philip's Plaza. This nomination includes 
only the Church building, including four subsequent additions and two cloister gardens. The Church, and its 
additions, were designed by prominent Tucson architect Josias Thomas Joesler and built by John W. Murphey and 
his wife and business partner Helen Murphey from 1936 to 1957. The building was designed in the Spanish 
Colonial/Mission Revival style with plastered adobe walls, heavy wooden timber roof framing, clay tile roof, and many 
features representing the buildings of the Murpheys' travels into Mexico.

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION
St. Philip's In The Hills Episcopal Church is located on the northern outskirts of Tucson at the base of the foothills of 
the Catalina Mountains. The Church was the cornerstone of a community center for the Catalina Foothills Estates 
residential development that began subdividing property in 1928. The 1936 basilica church was the first of five 
buildings designed to surround a plaza that, when completed in 1940, was called St. Philip's Plaza. The Church 
building also includes four subsequent additions completed in 1940, 1947, 1951 and 1957 as well as three cloister 
gardens, Lower Patio (1936), Chapel Patio (1947) and Perry Garden (1957), enveloped by the building complex.

The basilica form of St. Philip's, defined by a rectangular plan, 65' long by 42' wide, with tall interior walls rising above 
the surrounding roofs thus accommodating clerestory windows, is built on a north-south axis, that follows the contour 
of the land and avoids the direct path of the sun, with the north side looking to the mountains and the south side 
fronting on the plaza. Site placement was very important to Joesler's plans and the north to south orientation of the 
church was dictated by contour, size and shape of the lot and by the Murphey/Joesler concept of a Spanish 
Colonial-style plaza. In the early Christian era this was a preferred building form for churches in western Europe, and 
has continued to be favored by liturgical churches which follow a formal ritual. The exterior surface covered with a 
white stucco coating relies on mass and structural form rather than on ornament for effect.

The lower part of the 5 ft. thick adobe facade is marked by use of geometric detail in the half circle Roman arch of 
the deeply recessed portal, with its hand-carved Mexican cedar doors and antique lock and bosses. Directly above 
is the circle of a stained glass window and the arch and wrought-iron cross of the brick-topped parapet where the 
roof-line rises in 3 steps to the belfry. On the facade there are 2 narrow vertical windows: left at the clerestory level 
and right at the nave level. A wing wall defines the west side of the church and 1947 Chapel Patio. The right front is 
extended east to enclose the Lower Patio, which is entered through a wrought-iron gate also designed by Joesler. 
He used cast stone Solomonic columns with composite acanthus leaves and Ionic scroll capitals to form a shady 
arcade topped with a red tiled roof. The garden is planted with trees and flowers in season- either native or adapted 
plants- green grass, brick walks and a fish pond, and was originally landscaped by parishioner Maurice Reed. Later, 
all the plantings at St. Philip's were developed by Rutgers Porter, horticulturalist, who would eventually donate his 
home and gardens to become the site of the Tucson Botanical Gardens.

The church has two entries: a formal entry on the south facade through a large arched portal and heavily carved 
wooden doors, and a secondary, yet commonly used, entry on the east side of the church facing the Lower Patio. 
The unifying spiral form of the Solomonic columns continues inside where they support the arches of the nave wall, 
which rises to the clerestory. The flat roof is supported by hand-hewn heavy timber beams supported by ornately
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carved corbels attached to the walls typical of the viga/zapata ceilings of Spanish Colonial churches of Mexico. The 
ceiling is composed of rusticated wooden planks that span the beams. The two side aisles are a single story in 
height and their sloping roofs attach to the arcade's wall and the exterior wall of the nave. The adobe walls were 
built without bays, so the smooth inside wall follows the 3 ft. mass of the exterior side wall.

In the church's interior the warm red of the carpet and scored concrete floor sets off the cool white of the plastered 
nave walls and the light blue of the chancel arch surrounding the 12 ft. plate glass altar window. The deep brown of 
the hand-carved beams and boarded ceiling is repeated in the carved wooden pews. Single hung windows painted 
in Mexico that show apostles with their identifying attributes add color to the nave walls. Baroque tin chandeliers and 
wall sconces are copies of silver ones from the wealthy mining towns of Mexico. The 12 ft. arched plate glass 
window behind the altar frames the peaks of the Santa Catalina Mountains in the distance and the lush foothills 
desert in the foreground, providing a spectacular focal point for the terminus of the nave.

In the 1940 expansion, the Rector needed a room for conferences and the children needed space for church school 
classes. The Rector's wood paneled study was built first and adjoins the exterior east wall of the church. This is now 
called the Ferguson Room. Next, across the walkway to the east, Joesler designed the children's classroom building, 
a long adobe rectangle with moveable interior dividers for one, two or three room spaces. For the north side of the 
children's rooms, the Murpheys ordered stained glass windows from Mexico, and on the south side facing the lower 
east cloister garden there are glass doors. Permanent walls now divide this space into two meeting rooms.

In 1947, as the congregation continued to grow, more seating space was needed in the church. A transept chapel 
(Chapel) was added to the west, perpendicular to the original church but allowing a view to the church altar, in its 
original 1936 location, and participation in the service. Here Joesler used his signature transverse ridge beam 
system to support a pitched roof, composed of three low beams spanning the width of the Chapel, each of which 
support a short vertical post, that in turn supports the ridge beam on which the heavy timber rafters are supported. 
This complex ceiling and roof system added height and importance to the space. The Chapel Patio, also designed 
in 1947 to the south continues the outdoor Solomonic arcade of the Lower Patio and is enclosed by low walls on the 
north and west sides with Joesler-designed wrought iron gates facing east and west.

In 1950 Joesler and the Murpheys committed themselves to a long-range plan for church expansion which ultimately 
included doubling the length of the church nave by increasing it 52 feet, but maintaining the large altar window as 
the focal point of the nave. With that in mind, Joesler drew plans for an upper patio (Perry Garden) east of the 
extended church, adding another classroom building and storage area on the north side, and using Solomonic 
columns in a corridor spine that joined the church, 2 classroom buildings and upper and lower gardens together with 
a common theme. Although this new classroom building was constructed with brick not adobe, it was coated with 
stucco to match the other buildings. These classrooms eventually became the choir room, and are now used as 
conference and office space. An 18th century carved sandstone cross, now located in Perry Garden, is from the 
Mexican state of Jalisco and was given in memory of the Murphey's son, John Michael Murphey, by family friends.

In the same year, Joesler also ordered enough cast stone columns to complete his planned expansion of the 
church. This project did not take place until 1957, one year after Joesler's death, but was faithfully executed in his 
architectural style as both the materials and his plans were available. The expansion was supervised by Joesler's 
former assistant, Gordon Maas Luepke, working with John Murphey. In addition to doubling the length of the nave, 
the choir loft was extended 10 feet to accommodate a larger choir. On the west side of the interior of the church, the
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original 1947 transept chapel (Chapel) was remodeled, pladng an altar on the west side and an opening to the north for 
a smal eight-sided baptistery, set two steps below the chapel floor. The baptistery has a smal version of the altar 
window in the chancel. To the west of the new altar, a new Transept was also constructed, following the architectural 
vocabulary of the nave. On the east side, a Bride's Room and restrooms were added north of the Rector's Study, 
both of which are encbsed by wrought iron gates. Throughout the church there are gifts from parishioners of santos 
(small figures of saints) and church furniture, and from the Kress Foundation of Renaissance paintings and scu^tures.

INTEGRITY
St. Philip's In The Hills Episcopal Church has retained its architectural integrity, still serving as a parish church in the 
Diocese of Arizona. The most substantial modification to the church was the 1986 remodeling by architect Edward 
H. Nelson of the choir loft at the south end of the nave to accommodate a new Holtkamp pipe organ, though this 
does nothing to compromise integrity of the architectural character of the interior nave. Also in 1986, buttresses were 
added to the exterior to strengthen the walls due to the increased length and structural fragility of the 21' tall adobe 
walls. As added structural reinforcement, the hollow Solomonic columns of the nave were infilled with steel 
reinforcement and tied at the roof to provide a completely invisible steel frame hidden within the columns and ceiling.
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NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGMRCANCE

SUMMARY
St. Philip's in the Hills Episcopal Church is eligible under Criterion B as the building best associated with the lives of 
prominent Tucson developers, builders, and philanthropists, John and Helen Murphey. The building is also eligible 
under Criterion C as an exceptional example of the work of prominent Tucson architect Josias Joesler. For many 
people, St. Philip's in the Hills Episcopal Church is the most recognized example of Joesler's 40-year career and is 
considered a Tucson landmark. The building's period of significance, 1936 - 1957, relates directly with the span of 
time during which Joesler designed the original church and four subsequent additions.

NARRATIVE
Criterion B: Association with the lives of John and Helen Murphey
St. Philip's in the Hills Episcopal Church is the best building associated with the lives of prominent Tucson 
developers, builders, and philanthropists, John and Helen Murphey. Although there are other buildings associated 
with the lives of John and Helen Murphey in Tucson, all, with the exception of St. Philip's, have been modified to a 
point where their integrity has been compromised.

John and Helen Murphey's association with this building begin with the purchase of 7000 acres of undeveloped land 
overlooking the Tucson Valley in the foothills of the Santa Catalina Mountains in 1928. In developing the Catalina 
Foothills Estates, the Murpheys sought to create a Mexican village of haciendas whose subsequent success was 
measured by the prominent and affluent clientele attracted to the Catalina Foothills Estates, then and today. Much 
of the current popularity of the Catalina Foothills Estates is due to the establishment of its original deed restrictions 
that controlled development of the community. All decisions regarding real estate, design and construction were 
kept within the control of the Murphey Building Company. One such restriction prevented the scraping of the natural 
vegetation to within five feet of the building, attesting to the importance of natural landscaping in the overall 
marketing of this estate community in the desert.

As they began the development of the Catalina Foothills Estates as a premier residential community, the Murpheys 
envisioned a village center that emulated the town centers of Mexican towns to which they had traveled often. 
Named St. Philip's Plaza, this town center would be composed of a church, a tea room/gift shop, the Catalina 
Foothills Estate sales office, the offices of the Murphey Building Company as well as Joesler's studio all surrounding 
a plaza in the form of a "U". The anchor of St. Philip's Plaza was St. Philip's in the Hills Episcopal Church, the land for 
which was donated to the Diocese by the Murpheys. The Murpheys also donated the funds for the design of the 
original St. Philip's building (the congregation paid only for the cost of construction) and furnished it with many pieces 
of Spanish Colonial and Mexican religious art and artifacts collected in their travels throughout Latin America. The 
Murpheys were Episcopalians and were regular members of the church until their deaths.

John Wesley Murphey (1898-1977)
John Murphey was born in Tucson in 1898, one of eight children of real estate broker and insurance agent Walter E. 
Murphey. As a young man, John Murphey gained experience in his father's company and served in the military 
during World War I. In 1918, Murphey opened a building company and began to develop homes and commercial 
buildings in the central part of Tucson. Many of these projects included the complete development and 
management of the properties. The John Murphey Building Company engaged not only in construction but in 
buying and selling land, insuring property, renting and storing furniture and, of course, building design. In1920,
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Murphey graduate with a degree in geology from the University of Arizona. It was there that he met Helen Geyer, a 
new employee in the mining school office. So enraptured was John with Helen that he declined a Rhodes 
scholarship to marry her in 1920.

Helen Geyer Murphey (1894-1990)
Helen Murphey was born in Nat^ick, Massachusetts in 1894. When she was just 17, she moved west to teach 
school in rural Ohio. Several years later she moved to Washington D.C. and became the first female employed in the 
U.S. Bureau of Mines. In 1918, Helen joined her mother who had relocated in Tucson because of arthritis. Helen 
accepted an office position at the University of Arizona's School of Mines where she met the young engineering 
student, John Murphey. After Helen and John married, they spent much of their first three years living in a tent near 
River Road and Campbell Avenue to maintain their claim to a homestead which would later become a part of the 
Catalina Foothills Estates.

Over the course of the Murphey's 57 years together, Helen was both a business and artistic partner in the Murphey 
Building Company. Helen brought to the marriage and to the company a refined sense of style and interior 
decoration. She was an inveterate student of local and Mexican history and she kept scrapbooks of photographs 
and drawings of Mexican architectural details discovered during family vacations that would later be used in her work.

The Murpheys' role in Joesler's career is significant They had a visbn to build residential developments that emulated 
the prestigious resort communities of Los Angeles and Santa Barbara that attracted weathy residents from the East 
The Murpheys needed an architect who could interpret this visbn in the form of buildings that portrayed the various 
historical revival styles popular in other parts of the West Joesler's extensive travels, combined with his education in 
both the technical and artistic reahis of architecture provided the Murpheys with just the palette of styles needed to 
express ther visbn. The Murpheys hired Joesler in 1927, beg'nning a 30-year relationship of patron-architect unti 
Joesler's death in 1956. By the end of his John Murphey's career in the mid-1960s, he was credited with the 
construction of more than 600 buildings in Tucson, including some its prominent landmarks (see Joesler's biography).

John and Helen Murphey were active in the physical and cultural development of Tucson throughout their lives. The 
successes of their real estate activities led to donations of land and buildings for philanthropic and cultural purposes 
whose beneficiaries included the Junior League, University of Arizona Medical Center and the Salvation Army's 
downtown Hospitality House. The Murphey's donated many pieces of art and artifacts to both the Arizona Historical 
Society and the Tucson Museum of Art. Helen Murphey also provided scholarship money to dozens of young people 
to enable them to attend college. She was also instrumental in helping to organize the Tucson Symphony Orchestra and 
the Tucson Museum of Art.

Criterion C: Architecture
St. Philip's In The Hills Episcopal Church is an exceptional example of the work of prominent Tucson architect Josias 
Joesler. As a Tucson landmark, it is considered Joesler's masterpiece as the one building most associated with the 
work of this prominent Tucson architect.

Josias Thomas Joesler (1895-1956)
Josias Joesler's architectural experience began in SwitzejCftd where he was born in 1895 to an architect father. He 
was educated in architecture and engineering in Switzerland and Germany, respectively, as well as drawing at the 
Sorbonne in Paris. Between 1916 and 1923, he worked and traveled in Switzerland, Germany, Italy, North Africa
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and lastly in Spain, where he married. In 1924, Joesler and his wife, Natividad, left Europe and lived briefly in 
Havana, Mexico City and Los Angeles where Joesler was introduced to John and Helen Murphey, partners in a 
growing Tucson building and development company.

During his career, Joesier designed over 400 projects, including commercial, educational, and religious building 
types, but the majority of his work is residential, and very little done outside the Tucson vicinity. Today, there are 
approximately 250 Joesler-designed buildings remaining, the most prominent and public of which include, St. Philip's 
in the Hills Episcopal Church, its plaza and surrounding buildings, Broadway Village, Seventh Day Adventist Church, 
Ghost Ranch Lodge and St. Michael's and All Angels Episcopal Church.

Although Joesler occasionally worked as an independent architect, the vast majority of his work was under the 
patronage of the Murpheys. With so many projects built under the design of a single architect, it is tempting to refer 
to these projects as having a "Joesler style". In reality, Joesler was an eclectic. His design vocabulary borrowed 
from historic as well as contemporary styles and he often blended these styles with local building traditions resulting 
in a distinctive regional image. Joesler also applied "revival" styles to his buildings in Tucson to provide an illusionary 
link to other cultures and places. In Joesler and Murpheys1 first major collaboration, the Old World Addition, formerly 
located in what is now the University's medical campus, Joesler used English, Swiss, French and Spanish historical 
styles to articulate Murpheys1 vision of a prestigious and romanticized "old world" subdivision. Throughout the rest of 
his career, Joesler experimented with many other styles including the Spanish Colonial Revival, Mission Revival, 
Pueblo ("Santa Fe") Revival, Contemporary Ranch, Art Deco and regional variations of the International Style. 
Through the use of this architectural vocabulary, Joesler created buildings that were both timeless and avant-garde.

Joesler designed buildings in numerous subdivisions in Tucson with the Murpheys, including Old World Addition, 
Blenman Elm, Sam Hughes, El Encanto, Colonia Solana, El Montevideo Estates, Broadway Village, Country Club 
Estates, and Catalina Foothills Estates. The most significant of these, in its influence on Tucson residential 
development, was the Catalina Foothills Estates. Joesler, as supervisory architect for Catalina Foothills Estates, 
controlled the architectural design as well as the surveying of each property, which, at that time, averaged over 4 
acres. He took advantage of the topography by laying out the homesites based on their view, which he later refined 
in the design of each individual house. The majority of buildings in the Catalina Foothills Estates were designed as 
variations of the Spanish Colonial Revival style. They were usually centered around a patio or pool, with low-pitched 
tiled roofs, smooth stucco, or burnt adobe walls, sculpted wood members and ornamental ironwork, all crafted with a 
sense of antiquity which enhanced the style. The use of arches, breezeways, and patios also represented the 
outdoor lifestyle desired by the Murpheys to attract Easterners to Tucson. Architecturally, these features portray the 
timeless elements of design in desert climates throughout the world and confirm the design expertise gained from 
Joesler's well-traveled life.

CRITERIA CONSIDERATION A: RELIGIOUS PROPERTIES
St. Philip's in the Hills Episcopal Church is a building currently and historically used for religious purposes. However, 
the building's significance is in its association with the lives of significant persons (Criterion B) and as an exceptional 
example of the work of a local Tucson master (Criterion C).



NPS Form 10-900-a OW8 Approval No. 1024-001B 

(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet

St. Philip's in the Hills Episcopal Church 
Secion Number 9 Page 7 PimaCounty, Arizma

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Abbot, Mary Huntington, St. Philip's In The Hills, the First 50 Years. Tucson: St. Philip's In The Hills Church, 1986.

Bufkin, Don, "From Mud Village to Modern Metropolis: The Urbanization of Tucson". Journal of Arizona History 
(Spring, 1981), pp. 63-97.

Franklin, Claudia, "Romance of the Ranch". Tucson Lifestyle (11/97), pp. 67-73.

Glinski, James. Tucson. Then and Now. Tucson: JTG Enterprise, 1995.

Godwin, Fran, "The Cloistered Gardens of St. Philip's In The Hills". Tucson Botanical Garden News (June 1983).

Green, Kim, "Murphey Scholarship: Helping Build Tucson's Future". University of Arizona Foundation Report (Fall 
2000), pp. 24-25.

Hunt, Judith Brainard (ed.), The Restoration of La Casa Cordova. Tucson: The Junior League of Tucson, Inc., 1978.

Jarolim, Edie, "Santa Cruzin': Trace Historic Footprints to Present Day Points of Interest Along the Santa Cruz River". 
Tucson Guide Quarterly (Winter 2002-03), pp. 74-79.

Jeffery, R. Brooks, Joesler and Murphev An Architectural Legacy for Tucson. University of Arizona: College of 
Architecture, Arizona Architectural Archives (June 1994).

Karnagay, Paula, "The Altar Screen of an Anonymous Artist in Northern New Spain: The Laguna Santero". Journal 
of the Southwest (Spring, 1996), pp. 62-67.

Mitchell, Janet, "The Way a Dusty Desert Town Should Be: A Feature Article on Josias T. Joesler." Tucson Guide 
Quarterly (Spring 1993), special insert, pp. 12-19.

Pourade, Richard F., Anza Conquers the Desert Expeditions from Mexico to California and the Founding of San 
Francisco 1774-1776. San Diego: The Copley Press, Inc., 1971.

Stalley, Roger, Early Medieval Architecture. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999.

Strittmatter, Janet, "Architectural Evaluation of St. Philip's Plaza 2/25/2000". Report for Pima County by historic 
architect.

Turner, Tom, "A Legacy of Caring: Helen Murphey's Spirit, Vision Shaped Tucson". The Arizona Daily Star (July 22, 
1990), p. E-1.



NFS Form 10-900-a OM8 ApprovJ No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Section Number 10 Page 8
St. Philip's in the Hills Episcopal Church 

Pirn a County, Arizona

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The nominated property lies in the southwest portion of the SW quarter of the NW quarter of Township 13 South, 
Range 14 East, Section 20 (see parcel map below). Tax parcel # 108-23-079D. The nominated portion of the 
building is identified in the appended Complex Plan (see Figure 1, Additional Information, p. 24).

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION
The nominated portion of the building represents that which was designed by Josias Joesler (see Complex Plan, 
Figure 1, Additional Information, p. 24). Although much of the rest of the building complex respects the original 
architectural vocabulary, this original core retains its integrity with its association with Joesler.
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All photographs are labeled with an archival pen and shate the following common information:

PHOTOGRAPHER:
DATE:
NEGATIVE LOCATION:

R. Brooks Jeffery
1 October 2004
Arizona Architectural Archives, The Uhiversly of Arizona

PHOTO 1: Entry facade, looking north. (Neg. #SP-1)
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PHOTO 2: Chapel Patio, looking northwest. (Neq. #SP-3)
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PHOTO 3: Corridor and arcade of Lower Patio, looking north. (Neg. #SP-4)
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PHOTO 4: Lower Patio and garden, looking east. (Neg. #SP-5)
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PHOTO 5: North arcade of Lower Patio, looking southwest. (Neg. #SP-7)
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PHOTO 6: Interior nave looking toward the altar window, looking north. (Neq. #SP-9)
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PHOTO 7: Interior beam and corbel (w'qa/zapate) ceiling. (Neq. #SP-11)
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PHOTO 8: Chapel (1947 transept chapel) viewed from location of original (1936) altar, looking west. (Neg. #SP- 
14)
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PHOTO 9: Baptistery viewed from Chapel, lookinq northwest. (Neg. #SP-15)
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PHOTO 10: Transept (1957) viewed from nave, looking northwest. (Neq. #SP-16)
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PHOTO 11: Detail of interior Solomonic column in nave, looking north. (Neg. #SP-17)
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PHOTO 12: Corridor and arcade of Perrv Garden, looking southeast. (Neg. #SP-20)
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PHOTO 13: Perry Garden, looking southwest. (Neq. #SP-21)
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PHOTO 14: Corridor spine linking the Perrv Garden and Lower Patio to Plaza in front of the Church, looking 
south. (Nea. #SP-22)
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FIGURE 1: St. Philip's in the Hills Episcopal Church complex plan. 2001. The portion of the building considered h 
this nomination is outlined. Drawing courtesy of St. Philip's h the Hlls Episcopal Church.
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FIGURE 2: St. Philip's in the Hilts Episcopal Church plan of chronological growth 1936 -1957. Drawhq from Abbott. 
"St. Philip's in the Mils: The First 50 Years"
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FIGURE 3: St. Philip's Plaza, site plan. 1940. Drawing from Jeffetv. "Joesler & Murphev: An Architectural Legacvfor 
Tucson".
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FIGURE 4: St. Philip's in the Hills Church, plan and elevation. 1936. Drawing courtesy of the Joesler/Murohev 
Collection. Arizona Architectural Archives. Universitv of Arizona.
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FIGURE 5: St. Philip's in the Hills Church, sections. 1936. Drawing courtesy of the Joesler/Murphev Collection. 
Arizona Architectural Archives. University of Arizona.
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FIGURE 6: St. Philip's in the Hills Church, plan of Classroom Addition forming the Lower Patio. 1939. Drawing 
courtesv of the Joesler/Murohev Collection. Arizona Architectural Archives. University of Arizona.
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FIGURE 7: St. Philip's in the Hills Church, plan of Transept (Chapel) addition and Chapel Patio. 1947. Drawing 
courtesy of the Joesler/Murphey Collection. Arizona Architectural Archives. University of Arizona.

___ __ ___^.<yy^i». ̂ .^. s/rzm :-mzztmz&mM,, . ....-- DETAIL: MEW 4CCH TO TOfcMSEPT

T ft 4 M 5; E P T

'

OETill
•scut !&•• i-evo* j. . a-o"

FLOOR PLAN
• oiC '/4-»|to' it PKIl!P5 IN THE. HILLS 

;os. Tri JOCSLER. tttiniTCCT.



NFS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 10244018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet
Section Number ADDITIONAL INFORMATION Page 31

St. Philip's in the Hills Episcopal Church 
Pima County, ArizDna

FIGURE 8: St. Philip's in the Hills Church, section drawings of Transept (Chapel) addition, showing transverse 
ridge beam system. 1947. Drawing courtesy of the Joesler/Murphey Collection. Arizona Architectural Archives. 
University of Arizona.
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FIGURE 9: St. Philip's in the Hills Church. 1950 Master Plan showing proposed additions implemented in 1957. 
except for the Church Yard and Mausoleum to the east of the Classrooms (later Church offices). Drawing courtesy of 
the Joesler/Murphev Collection. Arizona Architectural Archives. University of Arizona

.. »UTL&. LHOVT. PUM. roc. UIMT. PHILIP'* .
,1U . Ttt t . H \ LI'S . CftU&Cl. TWOOU. &Q1ZOKH. r? rri . u . . i — .,.,,, I,, , , i , i

! JCO U 17 B U C 7 OU-PCO6C2XV/:' . I, ; ; 7 !
; .peo-iicT us l $E:-_L_.; cs-;ec«. atiiTiou. . -

.PEOJEC7 U*2 Jr: t CLliS CMS. » » HT. i

.pnojtcT ur .3 Tirrrn — t K i»-> to & kCTtu . SCHOOL.

.PCZOJecT U?A- JL. . . f t SSS.M blY . it »(.'_ . TO . tiff let . B\.v<*.
j .PPOJtcT W'S »MMt «AVl.«LtCU. T

i .TVCfOU.teCCM&CC?. . 16 so. 403. T». J (O e. S L t<5. A BCHITtCT. il.JL. «
\ _
! ° C t •- «' ., •*• ' r » ••• t » J.' • «•' * »'• •• *
' X 
; t .

i '

« :uiia^»isT»« . »«o«..nH ,,j ^
* r^jr* '-' "^y 7!*^' ' 'T-.'y-*1 ^•r 'y~'f'*^ fco** • « z i *••* W?J i* •

^Wrij J* **•"•* jilfctiatiTY ' ' ' r-.*. * -i
L * »^- IT";r T ti !*"-• v*^ "-"r1 ^^ >***• ^^ i >•*<• •> i " i * »"*4 i
' J ' ' I* * C*l'«T • • «tl ...... I . ^ ^. . J. 2t

H * «fi «''r: "'}|t &

1 1 '* *
g , »u»iri>C!fi« lit

J * * 
»*..»"« Al'..'

) * J*

' ; - " \ r:s*|;7fc •;..* -JliAiGS

i * 1i f; i
A . . «^t- - . t-i . • *. J. .* UXVwlf • - iftWMt.
^^- ^^^ --^^^^* .^^^^^M ^ fi

i .TRiM.tPT.

•, ^ •••»in-« ^ r«c«. »«»iTomw.

U JJ '!•!' ^- ^H - j«'. fc', 4..'»'
* **"i* JI»*'fc- I f-"* *-'*** '•"11 '-•* •"*••• •*- * '"T/7!.., ««!. il r~

; rcit. r *TIO. lB("l' ^M"

j . . ... •&K ibdi
•__ _ ...._. FjT j : ; +
i "jj Jir: 'j.

. . "• •-•.*«.•" v-i-"- • .•Jr*,,* y— •" * * ~*.-^ K .. r !i?.L«i tt T r . B ? «»
-r — ̂ <''j-•»»«. „• -,"
~*~ v-JJ r' i » t« . r » 1 1 o.
««ITIU« I ' '*,* *-•••-. IT'-. '
ia«. .0' c,« '

*~ , J^M 

«»-•/]

* 1 I"P*I>-O". j I r«<i »«.k»t »Mi. 
i I »•-•-• - *-• •;.-

* 1 • ' ' »-4 M- fc s *-4 W.<.^4 WM • hA.

»# "J-1 *
'rfU..- *. "iS'^. '• ** > "

OJV • f ii >•* •' - v, * .;-.... .1 5 -
. fl . o- 4, i

Us » j -
- 4 £ 4 ' *• 
J.*-'S ^ :-? v * < *
c * * 4< u O r7r7£*f ....«.••*• * i

•; J f • t •• , : r.fcT i o. 
- * i 1 :o, ;- ^"i;' : -;>...«r" ' --1
• i. • ' -1

t ,t *. ^.,,-«. . ^.L L_.^w. jfcb.^

i

»•

„
;

u

I
H

;

, «-«-••» j

1 *

4 t^-l. f |r

-,ro-.
* ^-. » •'"

I« ;..;———- ^
V

«H • • y i 1 !
f . !* *

!
* v. \ u souiut/.. 4«

' «i* 
- if ... *••
* • *

- ! - , ' : '
3

2
MH«

•**J

^1 : -i , rr;..v ... r >——•,.] 
If'. •• . I

J • r • ' ' !' •, 1'J.: " : "~- : *=*. fc4
f.;. ;( •"»*'«%!!? * f i.

yt; fr 
_._ __ .,...-•. f"-.( f «•• - »r -»^- .-,. ^f- ~vJ*'*"*r=T^| ; ^ —————— ' I- —————————— f ——— Tf f1

•

!. - .UU— *- - ^ . • _lA.j......_. ••

f»:
I- iL -f;

j * .

• «•-«.-

PLOT. PU»KJ. iCAtt i/

r"

A

"!
2

0

«

»

"

I
M 
K

W"

MM

rr 1
-OfflCC

; r*

r

&*»1'-o*

I -I



NPS Form 10-900-a 

(8-86)

OMB Appnxal No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet

St. Philip's in the Hills Episcopal Church 
Section Number ADDmONAL INFORMATION Page 33 Pima County, Ari2

FIGURE 10: St. Philip's in the Hills Church, view from plaza, looking northeast. 1940. Photo courtesy of the 
Murphev Trust.
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FIGURE 11: Traverse ridge beam detail similar to that of 1947 Chapel. Photo courtesy of the Joesler/Murphey 
Collection, Arizona Architectural Archives. University of Arizona.


