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2.

LOCATION

Wethersfield Historic District is & large district running
from Hartford on the north to Rocky Hill on the South. It
is clearly defined by the tracks of the New York, Kew Haven
and Hartford Kailroad on the north and west, Highway I 91
to the east, and iethersfield Cove, also cn the north.
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Statement of Significance
Yethersfield Historic District

on Wethersfield Cove, flowed the tradeof the upper Cornecticut
Valley to and from the Atlantic Coast cities and the West Indies.
A4 unigue and mwost important liethersfield procuct was a flat red
onion. This was marketed wherever .ethersfield ships sailed and
was known as "iethersfield Hed", As many as a million and a
half bunches were shipped in some years., The variety is still
grown and seeds are sold throughout the world,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Jethersfield is one of the oldest areas of settlement in Connecticut.
The first white men to accuire land there were a group of adventurers
led by John Cldhem from the lassachusetts Bay Colony. A number of
people from Wethersfield have contributed to state and national
history. These include Silas Deane who arranged for supplies

for the Kevolutionary Army in France and served in the Congress of
the United States, Colonel John Chester whose carefully drilled
reginent saved the battle of Bunker Hill, and the botanist Charles
Wright, who was distinguished for his work in the southwest.
Wethersfield is noted for its military contributions to the colonies,
and to the United States, During the Revolution a total of more than
550 nmen vook up arms for at least pert of the war. This was a re-
markably large enlistment for a town of VWethersfield's population,

INSTRUCTIONS

Wethersfield was one of the Connecticut towns joined together
(Hartford and Windsor were the others) with the adoption of the
"Fundamental Orders'in 1639. Some historians see this document

as an important landmark in the evolution of democratic government
--the first written constitution, the basis of the Constitution

of Connecticut, and a model for the United States Constitution.
Cther important events in the town in the pre-revolutionary period
vere a voluntary tex collection tc helr Bostonians embargo English
merchendise, the participation of the Compazny of Colonel John Chester
in the "Lexington Alarm," and the confrontetion and forced resigna-
tion of the Royal Starp lMaster, Jared Ingersoll.
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o oseph webb's home in Wethersfield, now a Nationzl Historic Hermment,

SEE

h "J ' .+ 1 . 3 .
“53“ {sMgs the scene of the Yorktown Conference," a dramatic event coordinating
3 ,4\%,\§{$ e Continental irmy, the French Troops, and the French Fleet, in a

paign culminating in the victory at Yorktown, the final battle of

> Pevolutionary War.

\Kiy\ Vf JFFom the earliest days of settlement the men of the town have used
o VT TS fNVEhe Conrecticut hiver and the Atlantic Ocean for their livelihood.

O[O More than half the able-bodied men were ship owners or sailors at

least part of the time. lany ships were built here to engage in

trade with Atlantic Coast cities, the West Indies and European

ports. ‘ethersfield was until 1700 the head of transportation on the

Connecticut Kiver. Through warehouses, such as the one remaining
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f12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAION

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State lLiaison Officer for the Na

tional Historic Preservation Act of 190660 (Public Taw
809-665), T hereby nominate this property for inclustion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:
o

[ hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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