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1. Name of Propftrty

historic name_ HFNRY Wl SON SHCP SHCOP

Other names/site number.

2, l-oration

Street & number, IRIWFSTr:ENTRAI STRFFT . hot for publication
City or town NATICK vicinity

state MASSACHIISFTTS .code_MA_ county MIDDLESEX code 017 zipcode 01760

a Statft/Fftrieral Affftnry nftrtifir.ation

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that thisinomination
* request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
"meets * does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

~[ nationally « statewide |1"ocally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

of certifying official/Title Judith N9tDonough, Executive Director
ichusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

state or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets » does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

A. National Park Sftrvira Cftrtification
I, here”certify that this property is: Signatare of the Keeper Date of Action
\r@entered in the National Register
 See continuation sheet.
* determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
* determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Henry Wilson Shoe Shop
Name of Property

5. Clas.«t!fir.ation
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_ private X building(s)
X public-local _ district
_ public-State _ site
_ public-Federal __ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

oZa

6. Function or USB
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

INNUSTRY/maniifar-tiiring farillty

7. Dftsr.ription
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

NO STYLE

Narrative Description

Middlesex, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
j .building
sites
. structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RFCRFATION AND CUi TtiRF/miisPiim

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation stone

walls weatherboard

roof asphalt

other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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The Henry Wilson Shop isa smdll, wood-frame building located on a2.25 acre site on the north
Sde of West Central Street, setback gpproximately thirty feet from the comer of Mill Street.
Condructed as a"ten-footer" shoe shop in the early 19th century, the building islocated in West
Natick, midway between Natick Center and South Framingham Center.

The single-story building isrectangular in plan, measuring approximately 15feet by 10feet. The
building is capped by agable roof sheethed in agphdt shingles with asmall offcenter brick
chimney. It restson a cobblestone foundation which dates to 1931 when the building was moved
back from the edge of the road to its present location. Asoriginaly congructed the building had
a partial basement which was entered from a doorway on the eedt gable end. The exterior of the
shop is covered with wood dapboards and trimmed with undecorated comer boards and asmple
water table. Simple molded comice retums are located on the gable ends.

The south-facing facadeis punctuated by two openings - adoor adjacent tothewestem " ~ ' !
comerboard and apair of 88 windows st into asmple frame to the eest. Fronted by alarge
done gep, the entrance congsts of a wooden door with four recessed pandsand aplain surround
with only anarrow lintel molding. Abovethe window isawooden signreading: "IN THIS
LITTLE SHOP HENRY WILSON/ 20TH VICE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATEY
LEARNED TOMAKE SHOEY WASKNOWN ASTHENATICK COBBLER".

The et dlevation contains apair of 88 windows on the first floor with a 6/6 window lighting
the gable. The north elevation has a single window with 88 sagh. A single &8 window is
located on the west end with a6/6 in the geble above. Large mesh metd screens st in wooden
frames are mounted over the windows.

The building isnow st abovethe level of the road on alow knoll, surrounded by low perennia
plantings outlined by a border of gones. In front of the building, resting on a concrete pad, isan
iron bell which was placed here after the razing of the Wilson Grammear School in the 1930s
The bell was cadt by the George H. Holbrook Co. of East Medway, Massachusettsin 1857. The
metd flag pole was erected to the southwest of the building in 1931 and is surrounded by aring
of smdl rocks.

The property includes 337 feet offrontagealong West Centra Street. A traffic light confrols the
flow of traffic at the busy intersection. The properties adjacent to and acrossfrom the Shoe Shop
are currently incommercid use, with asmall ¢.1980 shopping center located acrossthe road to

(continued)



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places -
Continuation Sheet S

Henry Wilson Shoe Shop
Section number L _ Page 2 Natick (Middlesex Co.), MA

the eet. Tothe rear of the building isawooded areabeyond which the Boston & Albany
railroad bed marks the northem bound of the property. A chain link fence runs aong part of the
Mill Street frontage. The Boston Edison Co. transmission lineis located to the west of the
parcel.

The interior of the shoe shop consggts of asingle, undivided room which retains plagter walls and
ceiling. Wide, plain wainscoting extendsto the bottoms of the windows and to the center point
of the windows on the rear (north) and esst walls. A smplewooden molding encircles theroom
a aleve corregponding to the top of the windows. At the southwest comer of the room, neer the
entrance, there is an opening in the ceiling providing access to the loft upstairs. An additional
hole in the ceiling a the center of the room originally accommodated awood gove pipe. The
floor is covered in wooden boards and there is a simple wooden basgboard.

The building contains period shoemaking tools and machinery including shoelasts, wooden
forms, cobbler benches shoehammers, awls, arolling machine and sewing machine. When the
building was rehabilitated in the 1930s donations of tools and machines were solicited from
local residents. Many of the items in the building were usad in shoe shops which once existed
throughout the town.

Archaeological Description

While no prehigtoric dtesare recorded on the property, it ispossble that Stesare present. Two
prehigtoric dtes are recorded in the generd area (within one mile). Environmenta cha-acterigtics
of the property represent some locationd criteria (dope, soil drainage, distance to wetlands) that
ae favorable indicators for many types of prehistoric sites. While the nominated property
presently contains level to moderately doping topography within 1000 feet of wetlands, these
conditions might not reflect the naturd gate of the land. Beaverdam Brook lieswithin 1000 feet
to the northwest of the property and the heedwaters of Course Brook lies a similar digance to the
outheest. Both brooks are part of the Sudbury and Merrimack River drainages. However,
blasting and grading are reported on the property when the shop was moved in 1931. 1n 1935,
svard gumps and bmsh were dso removed from the property. Severd tons of donethat hed
been dumped on the property were buried a the same time. Thisinformation indicates land
surfaces on the property are consderably atered with below grade disturbance. The rocky

(continued)
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nature of soils do indicated soil drainage islikely less than favorable for most prehistoric Stes.
Given the above information, the Sze of the parcd (approximately 2.2 acres) and the presence of
sawer and power line eesaments on the property, alow potentid exists for the recovery of
significant prehistoric resources on the nominated property.

A low to moderate potential o exigts for locating significant historic archaeologica resources
on the nominated property. While occupationd related features (trash pits, privies, wells) may
have been originally present in the areaaround the shop, movement of the shop, grading and
other surface/subsurface disturbances in the areahave probably impacted any resourcesthat were
present. A moderate possibility exigs that tmncated privy and well features might survive after
grading and blasting. Similar potential a0 exists for the baesament reported & the origina shop
ste.

(end) ,,
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Name of Property
8. Statement of Signifiranre

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

0 Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mari< "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

XB removed from its original location.

C a hirthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. IMajor Bibliographical References

_Middlesex, MA_
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Conservation

Industry

Period of Significance

Significant Dates

1931

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

n/a

Cultural Affiliation
N/a

Architect/Builder

unknown

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:
X. State Historic Preservation Office

_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_ University
x_Other
Name of repository:
Natick Historical Society
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The Henry Wilson Shoe Shop isdligible for the Nationa Register under Criterion A, Industry,

for its associaionswith Natick's early shoemaking industry. The building isa well-preserved

and typical example of a"ten-footer" shoe shop, a building type which was widespread in
shoemaking aress and represents an early, cottage industry phase of what would become one of *
the town's (and the gtate's) mogt important industries. The shoe shop waas congtructed inthe
early 1800s, priorto 1833, for the purpose of independent shoemeking. Following large-scale
industrialization which consolidated men and machinery in factories, mog of the "ten-footer"
shops pasad out of use and there are no other known extant examplesin Natick today.

The Henry Wilson Shop is dso significant under Criterion A, Conservation (The Preservation and
Memorialization of Americas Cultural Legacy 1880-1945), as an historic shrine to alocal
working man who went on to become the twentieth Vice Presdent of the United States. The
preservation of the Shoe Shopis an example of an effort by a small private group to memorialize
afamous individual after his desth. Local residents have maintained the shop sincethe late 19th
century for its believed connections with the early carear of Henry Wilson. Although Wilson's
actud associatiionswith the building are congdered non-existent or brief (seven weeks a most),
the shoe shop has acquired local significance as amemorid to Natick's mog notable citizen and
&5 evidence of alater generation's assesamant of the past. The preservation of the building inthe
early 20th century reflectsthe eras shared perception of the ingpirational quality of Wilson's
noble character and work ethic.

Associations with Henrv Wilson .

Henry Wilson (1812-1875) was bom Jeremigh Jones Colbath in Farmington, New Hampshire in
1812. Hisfamily was 0 poor that at the age of ten he was bound out by indenture to afarmer
until histwenty-first birthday. Freea 21, in 1833 he changed his name, by act of the New
Hampshire legidature, and journeyed on foot to Natick. There he hired himself as an apprentice
to shoemeker William P. Legro inasmal shop in the westem part of town. At the end of seven
weeks Wilson paid Legrofifteendollars to rdesse him from his obligation and began working
for himsdf. He began to manufacture on alarger scaeinashop (no longer extant) which was
located near the former Harwood Basebdl Factory, at 12 Walnut Street.! According to local
historian, Florence Macewen, as businessincreased, he built alarger shop in the rear of his house
on West Central Street, facing Spring Street. From 1838 to 1848 (and later from 1854-5) he
(continued) fry

Theformer besdodl factory is a four-gory, wood-frame building cgaped by amansard roof and
condructed in 1858, It is still extant and hes bean convarted to condominiums
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manufactured shoesin this factory; hiswork forceincreased over time from eighteen men to over
one hundred The factory produced 1,000 to 2,500 pairs per week, chiefly for the Southem
trade. Hisoutput grew from 18,000 pairs in 1838 to 122,000 in 1847 with the total dhoes
manufactured by the factory totaling 664,000 pairs. (When aneighboring house was built on
Summer Street, the Wilson Shop was moved to Railroad Avenue (now South Avenue) whereit
bumed in 1874.") Wilson retired from his busnessin order to sesk agreater role as apolitician
fighting for the rights of the workingman. Hewas afounder of the Natick Debating Society
where he learned to expresshimsalf in public.

Henry Wilson roseto the rank of Brigadier Generd in the State Militia, served aterm as Natick
representative in the Genera Court in 1841 and went to the State Senatein 1844. During 1850-1
Wilson was both date senator and president of the senate 1n 1853 he waas dected to the
constitutional convention and unsuccessfully ran for govemor. He served three consecutive
terms as United States Senator beginning in 1855 and a the outbreak of the Civil War became
Chairman of the Military Committee. Wilson was nationally known as an outgpoken opponent of
davery and aleader of the Congressond action, culminated by the Emancipation Proclamation.
He was ds0 the author of The Rise and Fall of Save Power in America. 1n 1863, in cooperation
with Louis Agassiz and Alexander Bache, he wrotethe bill establishing the National Academy of
Sciences Wilson assumed the office of Vice Presdent of the United Statesin 1872 during the
soond term of Ulysses S Grant's presidency. Wilson died on November 22, 1875 in the Vice-
President's Room in Washington, D.C." Hisobituary gppearing in Harper's Weskly on
December 4, 1875 dated that "No man has been more prominent than Henry Wilson in the
politics of the country during the last quarter of the century. Hewas pre-eminently aman of the
people, beloved and tmsted by all."' A funeral sarvice was hdd in the Senate Chamber and his
body was brought back to Natick for burial in the Old Dell Park Cemetery. Throughout his
career, Wilson kept hishome in Natick and it still dands at 33 West Cenfral Sfreet. -

Loca resdents have maintained the so-caled Henry Wilson Shoe Shop since the late 19th
century for itsbdieved associaionswith Henry Wilson. However, an article onthe building
gppearing in the Boston Globe in 1903 indicates that even a the tum-of-the-century there were

(continued)
" Horence Lovell Maoawven. Natick: A Toawn with Character. Natick: Maorse Indtitute Library, 1997, p.
63. ..
" Ibid.

Dorothy E. Dedongdhamps "It is not mare boedt to Prodam Harry Wilson a Grest Man”, Natick
Historical Sodety Newdetter, Feb. 1994,
" LindaMorgen Bliss, "Natick Cobbler rossfromsavart to vice presdent”, Middesex News Feb. 19,
1934,

o Ly ely-y-ma N'he- ™M e N ] e "
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some doubts as to whether thiswas actualy the building where Wilson leamed the shoemaking
frade» Writing some years later, loca historian Horence Lovell Macewen, so dated that
Henry Wilson never mede shoesin the shop on West Centra Street. Whether Wilson ever
actually worked in the building, the shoe shop has acquired local significanceas amemorid to
Natick's mogt notable citizen”

Associationswith the Historv of Shoemaking in Natick ,

By 1830 severd Natick residents were engaged in making brogans (smple, coarsework shoes)
for davesin the south and in the West Indies. Each shoe was mede entirely by hand, without the
use of machinery, and was completed by one person. All the shoes were transported to Boston
by teems and retumed with anew stock of leather. From the beginning Lynn and towns in that
areaof the gate specidized in women's and children's shoes while Natick made men's boots and

brogans.

Within afew years, adivision of labor had occurred with accomplished workmen finishing the
shoe, and the less experienced making other parts. The manufacturer disfributed the leather
which had been cut in his central shop, to shoamekers who worked in their own workshops.
These shoemekears shacks called "ten-footers’ messured between ten and fourteen feet wide and
were found in nearly every yard in town. Thetypical ten-footer contained between four and
eight benches. Here the shoemakers sawed and lasted the uppers and pegged on the soles and
then retumed the shoes to the central shop where they were packed and shipped.

The opening of the Boston & Worcester Railroad through Natick in 1835 provided a sfrong
stimulus to the development of the shoe frade. It lowered the cost offransportation,thus
enabling manufacturersto increese business and employ moreworkers. By 1840 locd
shoemaker Issec Felch employed 75 workers and manufactured 40,000 pairs of shoes annually.

Sewing machines were introduced in the 1850s and shoe manufacturing moved into large
factories. Natick's shoeindustry reached apesk in the 1880swith twenty-three establishments,
ranking third in the nation in the quantity of boots and shoes produced. By 1919 the number of
companies had decressed to twelve; in 1928 only two remained”

(continued) Youmdossdes 57NV,

* "Higoric Hause in Natick”, Bogton Globe, Deoarbar 12, 1903,

A Dorathy E. Dedongchenps "Henry Wilson Park”, unpubdlished resserch, August 7, 1987.

* Miched J. Crawford. Natick: A Story of Natick, Massachusdtts  Natick: Natick Historicd Commisson,
1976, p. 73.

. )



MPS\KTh iOfoa.4

ISAYS 0*** <fxamndxe. 10?4-09r«
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet
Henry Wilson Shoe Shaop n

Ao . 8 4 Natick (Middlessx Co.), MA f o«
Section number Page

The Henry Wilson Shoe Shop isthe best surviving example of the ten-footer shops, which once
dotted the town of Natick. The town's historic resources inventory includes severa houses,
which a one time incorporated shoe shops. The houseat 29 West Centra Sfreet hes asingle
gory building behind it which gppears to have been dtered for ue asagarage. At 63 West
Cenfra Street a shoe shop was gpparently located in the ell behind the house but this building
was converted to arooming housein the 1930sand the shoe shop use isno longer gpparent.

Statewide, the Henry Wilson Shoe Shop is comparable to severd other good examples of typical
ten-footer shoe shops, which have been listed on the National Regigter. The Smith Shoe Shop a
273 Haverhill Sfreet in Reading isasimilar single-story, clgpboarded building congmcted
C.1845. Other examples includethe Plaits-Bradsfreet Shoemaker's ShoponMain Street in
Rowley and the c. 1850 Peter Doucette Ten Footer Shoe Shop at 36 William Street in Stoneham.
Like the Henry Wilson Shoe Shop, the Doucette Ten Footer was moved to its present location
from anearby ste. The single-story building with gable-roofed attic is dapboarded with smple
comerboards. Thisbuilding is dso usad as amuseum and the interior includes varioustools
typical of the frade.

Historv of the Property

The building now known as the "Henry Wilson Shoe Shop" was owned during Wilson's day by
Isscec D. Morse who in addition to operating the shoe shop, served as postmadier and was a
leading Democrat in town. Across the sreet was the shoe shop of William Coolidge (no longer’!
extant)." The exact location of William Legro's shop, where Wilson gpprenticed, is not known
dthough it was reported that the building was made over for abam.'® The "Henry Wilson Shoe
Shop" isthe best surviving shoe shop in Natick of this period.

The exact date of congmdtion of the shoe shop isnat known athough it was ganding in 1833
when Wilson was known to havevisted." The propety remained in the Morse family until
1895; their house was located across Central Sredt tothe ead. The shoe shop appears on the
1853 map of Natick but isnat induded on the 1874 map. In addition to bang used for
shoemaking by the Morse family, the building was also leasad to athe shoamakears for example
O.W. Freeman was known to have occupied the shap in 1878, Upon Isaac D. Morsgs deeth in
1889 the property was left to hisonly surviving brather, CollinsMorsa An artide appearing in
[ (continued)

' Dorothy E. Dedongchamps ""Henry Wilson Park”, unpublished research, August 7, 1987.
"Higtoric House in Natick", Baston Globe Deoarmber 12, 1903,
" Dedongchamps "Henry Wilson Pak
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the 1895 Tovm Warrant indicatesthat the Town held the Morse property and sought to see if the

town should lease it. However, along and profracted legal battle between the town and Morse's
heirs left the disposition of the property in question until 1926."* Inthe early 1900s the building
appears to have been used asaresidence. The Henry Wilson Memorial Association was

organized in 1887."* John O. Wilson served asthe first president and George C. Fairbankswas

the secretary. o ot <ol ~ f

At a specid Town Meeting in June 1909 George C. Fairbanks moved that a committee be
appointed to meke some provisionsfor preserving the old Henry Wilson cobbling shop in West
Natick. In 1911, the Town Annual Report Sates that the shop, which was in poor condition, hed
been repaired. The stimulusfor the work was gpparently the centenary of Henry Wilson's birth.
According to an article gopearing in the Natick Bulletin on April 5, 1912, the little shop where
Wilson once made shoes had been put in fine repair and "appropriately described by an
inscription” (the sign over the front window). Prior to the work, the building was described as
dilgpidated with broken windows and boreno indication of its greet historic interest. George C.
Fairbanks (1852-1931), a founding member of the Henry Wilson Memoria Association in 1887,
editor of the Natick Bulletin and long-time Park Commissioner, was regponsible for the repairs
and retuming the building to its former appearance.™

During the 1910s the Shoe Shop remained under the control of the Natick Board of Sdectmen.
There were proposdsto convert the building to commercid purposes, such as afmit sand or ges
gtation, but thiswes defeated by a public outcry in favor of preserving the shop and perpetuating
the memory of Henry Wilson "as an example of what a poor boy may accomplish by his own
efforts"."”»

In 1926, nearly forty yearsafter the desth of Collins Morse, the Supreme Judicial Court decided
in favor of the Town of Natick, thus clearing the way for more ambitious plans for the shoe shop
ste. The following year, George Fairbanks, representing the Henry Wilson Memoria

(continued)
" bid.
" Horence Lovell Maoaven. Natick: A Town with Charadter. Natick: Morse Inditute Library, 1997, p.
146.

Natick Town Report, 1931, p. 149-150. Itisinteresing to note that George Fairtienks wes a<o alined
desoendant of Jonethen Fairbanks who came to Dedhem ad built the Fairbenks House in 1633 George
Farbank'sfather, John, came to Natick in 1845 to agege in shoameking and bacame dosdy identified
with Henry Wilson in his palitica carear. 1t wes through hisfriendshi pwith Wilson that John Cummings
soured the podmedadhip in 186
"Araicfc'wifelw, October 29, 1915. *
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Association, secured two acresof the Collins Morse Edate including the shoe shop and

presented it to the Town of Natick to be developed as the Henry Wilson Memoria Park.
Fairbanks no doubt penned the articlein the Natick Bulletin which stated: "The long life of
Wilson, insgparable from the history of Natick, reflects honor on the town., .his memory should
be cherished as one of Natick's mogt vauable heritages..There could be no more appropriate
monument to Henry Wilson than setting aside of the tract which was the scene of his early
labors, for the people of thetown. It dso asaures the preservation of the little Shoe Shop which
haes become one of its historic possessons..In honoring him, Natick will honor itself." 1n 1929,
the Town received an insurance settlement of $135  after the shoe shop wias badly dameged by an
automobile. The Sdectmen provided for the repairs but no additiona information is available
regarding the nature of the damage

Coincidental with George Fairbank’s degth in April 1931, amgjor fundraising campaign was
begun to raise $600 for the presarvation of the shoe shop building. The building was moved
from its location adjacent to the road to a safer Ste setback about fifty feet from Wes Centrd

and Mill Sfreet. The Ste required blasting and the grounds were graded from Central Sfreet to an
elevation of about three feet to the shop. The building was moved the week of May 8, 1931 and :
placed on the new gonefoundation. The exterior of the building was repainted and shmbbery
andflagstonewaks were ingtalled to beautify the site. The newspaper reported that T.
O'Connell moved the shop, M.J. Morris congmcted the foundation and G.P. Glover was
responsgible for the paint and windows. The Phil Connedlly Camp, Spanish War Veterans,
erected aforty-footflagpole.A number of local resdents donated cobbler's benches and toolsto
furnishthe interior. Additional plansfor aretaining wall dong the highway and amemorial
boulder with abronze tablet were deferred due to alack of funds. 1n 1935 aWPA project
dlowed for the removal of sumps and bmsh and a pine grovewas sat out & the reer of the
building. Severd tons of sone which had been dumped on the land were buried a the same
time. The bell was placed in front of the shop after the razing of the Wilson Grammar Schoal in
the 1930s. The school building was congmcted at the southeast comer of School and Common
Streatsin 1854 and was later renamed for Henry Wilson in 1895. The bell was cagt by George

H. Holbrook of East Medway, Massachusdts in 1857.

"Natick Bulletin, Feruery 18, 1927.
"Natick Bulletin, Jne 26, 193L

yi
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The Henry Wilson Shop is currently owned by the Town of Natick which maintains the property
& amusaum open to the public by gppointment. The building contains period shoemaking tools
and machinery including shoelasts, wooden forms, shoe benches, hoe hammers, awls, arolling
machine and sewing machine.

Archaeol ogical Significance

Historic archaeologica resourcesdescribed above have the potential to provide significant
information on the development of Natick's early shoemaking industry. Additional historical
research combined with archaeologicd survey and testing can help locate the original ste of the
shoe shop moved back from the edge of the road to its present location in 1931. Although the
areahes been graded, tmncated remains of the origina building Ste may survive, especialy the
basement. Any stmctura evidence a the site might contribute important architectural details
about "ten-footer" shopsin the 19* century. Few extant examples of these shops remain.
Truncated remains offrashpits, priviesor wells might aso survive on the property. Detailed
andysis of the contents from thesefeatures may confributeimportant information on the range of
activities conducted in "ten-footer” shops, the evolution of shoemaking technology and footwear
in the 19* century. Information may &so be present relating to the lives of shoemekers who
worked in the shop.

(end)
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 7 25 ar.

UTM References Seecontinuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 19 303600 4683710

Zone Basting Northing Zae Easting Northing
2

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

_ See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Li«sa Mausolf, consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, NR director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission . date Inly 2000
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard . telephone 617-727-8470
city ortown  Boston ,state  MA .Zpoode Q25

AHriitinnal nnniimgntatinn
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SIHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Proparty Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Town of Natick
street & number 13 East Central Street telephone. 508-647-640Q
city or town, Natick , State  MA . Zip code. ni7fio

Papenwork Reduction ActStatement: This infomnation is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this fonn is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the fomn. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, PapenAfork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Schdler, Anne K. and Janice A. Prescott. Imagesof America: Natick. Charleston, South
Carolina: Arcadia Publishing, 1998.

Town of Natick Annua Reports, various dates.

Wachs, Norma-Rae. A Walking Tour of the Henry Wilson Historic District: A Socia and
Architectural History of Nineteenth Century Natick. Natick Historic District

Commission, 1988.
AW
(end) !

The nominated property occupiesMap 40, Lot 72 inthe local tax assessors records (s
enclosed copy of tax maps).

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION - Xy, tAAS

The boundary of the nominated property is drawn to include that acreegewhich survives from
the original parce and which iseligible for listing on the National Regigter of Historic Places.

(end)
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth

M assachusetts Historical Commission
July 5, 2000

Ms. Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosad please find the following nomination form:
Henry Wilson Shoe Shop, 181 W. Centra Street, Natick (Middlesex), MA
The nomination hes been voted digible by the State Review Board and has been Sgned by the
State Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State

Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg \
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

encdosure

cC: Stephen Evers, Chair, Natick Historical Commission
Lisa Mausolf, Preservation Consultant
Paul R. McKinley, Chair, Natick Board of Selectmen
Sarkis Sarkisian, Chair, Planning Department

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 «(617) 727-8470
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



