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V x*e Rollaa”T Blocks retain integrity of location, setting, design,
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association with the late 19th

" century development of residential Prospect Hill. They are
, architecturally and historically significant to Somerviiie, thus, they
. fulfill Criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places

and are significant at the local level.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE  Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
_other areas within the community.

V. The two apartment houses, constructed <circa 1890 are Queen Anne in
style with Colonial Revival features evident in their symmetry,

I «. abbreviated hipped roof embellished by an elaborate copper cresting,
and the three decker porches (on 56-58 Walnut Street) with simple
balustrades- and unadorned Tuscan-like columns with simplified capitals.
The buildings are sheathed in clapboards with wide band courses of
decorative shingles deline'ating the three stories of the buildings.
Built on a corner lot with one building facing Pleasant Avenue and one
facing* Walnut Street, the two buildings command .an important focal
point in the predominately single and two-family residential
neighborhood on Prospect Hill.

>

HSITARCGL SGNHCANE Explain historical inportance of area and howthe area relates to the
devel opnent of other areas of the community. F

Prospect Hill, one of themst substantial residential neighborhoods
of Somerviiie, evolved throughout thelate 19th century. Prior tothat
it was an agricultural community of farms. Large tracts of land were
. subdivided by real estate investors and well-to-do merchants i nthe md
"' 1800s. Pl easant Avenue, including thecorner lots on Walnut Street was
‘.part of t he 1870 subdivision plan of Ira Hill an others. Each side of

Pl easant Avenue was subdivided into seven |lots which were then soldf or
? : devel opment.

Investor T. Clarence Hollander built the10-unit Hollander block at 56-
58 Walnut Street and t he adjoining 12-unit apartment house at 4-6
pleasant Avenue by 1895. After thesubdivision thecorner | ot had been
purchased by Charles B. Hollander and i srecorded as part of hi sestate
by 1884. |t was hi sheirs who finally developed theland as t he need
for housing i nthearea increased dramatically at theend of t he 1800s.
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Brom ey, GW, Atlas of theCity of Somerviiie, 1895.
City Directories"] 1880s - 1890s.
Registry of Deeds, M ddlesex County, Plan Book 17, Plan 88. C
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