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1. Name

historicrCapt*4n  Joiinl Brewer ,)liouse -{f*Fef*rred

and/or common "Ledge Gardens"

OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

For NPS use only
FEB 2 8 1984
date entered J

received

2 Locko rA/\
street & numb in (R 23) ‘ N/A not for publication
|
city, town ("lonterey JI/AJiclnity of
state Massachusetts code 02 county Berkshire code 003
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) X private A unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational X private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object u/A in process yes: restricted government scientific
being considered A yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
. ho military other:
4. Owner of Property
name Henry J. and Anne M. Makuc
street & number Main Road
city, town Monterey N/ A vicinity of state ilassachusetts
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.  Southern Berkshire Registry of Deeds
street & number 334 Man Street
city, town Great Barrington state Massachusetts
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Inventory of the Hstorical Assets ~ NN -u A \Y;
of the Commonwealth (MHr-4n) has th.s property been determmed eligible? yes ~ no
date 197" federal N state county local
depository for survey records ~ MisSachusetts Historical Gonmassi on
Boston state ilassachusetts

city, town



7. Descri P tion Captain John Brewer house, i“ionterev. Hassachusetts

Cpndition Check one Check one
)L excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site N/A
good ruins X altered moved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physicalappearance

The Captain John Brewer Hbuse (1750) is |ocated on the rural Mnterey-Gis Road (Route 23)
historically anajor local east-west road, and is set back 25 from a Y intersection wtrithe
Monterey-Sandisfield Road. Originally enconpassed a7oacremll |otgranted by the pro-
pietors to John Brewer, June cs, 1739, today only 2.12 acres remain associated wth the house,
wel | house, nodern garage (non conbributing), original barn foundation and stone fenced

barn yard. Tnis original 75 acre grant extended north to Lake Garfield and includedthe
entire present day village of Mnterey.

A Zh story L-plan building of tinber frame constructionwth twolarge internal offset
chimmeys rising behind the ridge line of the roof, the house rests onadry lain stone
foundation faced with rect an%ul ar marbl e/limestone block and is enclosed with a gable roof
covered with black asphalt shingle. The structure retains about 80%of it soriginal boards,
its beaded sill board and narrow corner boards. Anolded cornice and dentils extend under
the eaves on the south and east facades. \Wndows throughout the house possess plain
surrounds, exterior shutters and original 12/12 sash.

The south and prinmary symmetrical five-bay facade is domnated by a handsong, ful ly devel oped
Georgian entry. Centrally located, the entry surround is conposed of flanking narrow pil-
asters and sidelights with narrow &6 sash above panelled plynths suEporu ng a heavy
entablature with a double pulvinated frieze and dentil Iea cornice (photo 1).

Simlar entablatures cap tne two secondary entries of the east elevation which are evenly
spaced so as to dividethe wall into three nearly equal sections. Fenestration consists of
five wndows per story;those in the end sections are arranged s?/mmtrically, ciiose in the
center section assynetrically (photo 2). THe north and west gable ends contain one w naow
per story and a snall attic vent wndowin the gable field. The twonajor rear elevations
(north and west) retain nuch of the original fenestrationbut nave been altered oy a
sensitive designed one- story kitchen lean toaddition erected in the second quarter of the
20th century. Thisis the only major alteration tothe building ttiroughout i tsriistory.

In plan, the southern anc primary portion of the house exhibitsa typical center hall

one roomdeep arrangement. All significant decorative interior features remain intact,
including mantel s, panelled chimmey breasts, chair rails, wainscoating, and cornices.

Al'so, of note is the broad central staircase with original balusters, rail, and newel post
which is square in section with rope moul ding accenting the corners. The 13th century
kitchen is located inthe ell and accessed from the east parlor via anentry passage with
overlighted doors (one with bulls eye panes). Above are three roons, the |argest of which
was used as a weaving |oft by Rev. Thurston Chase in the 20th century; he was responsible
f%rd_ stabali zation and restorationof the house and for construction of tne rear kitchen

addi tion.

'rm



8. Significance captain John Brewer House, Monterey, MA

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 _X_ archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 —*agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 _X_ architecture education military social/ "
_X_ 1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
X 1800-1899 X commerce X exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications X-industry politics/government transportation
invention X-othfr (specify)
community development
Specific dates 1750 Builder/Architect Captain John Brewer

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Captain John Brewer Hbuse retains integrity of location, design, setting, mterials,
wor kmanshi p, and association. |t stands as an extrenely well preserved and excel | ent

local exanpl e of Georgian period donmestic architecture. Historically, itisnotable for
its association with a promnent early community [eader and industrialist, Captain John
Brewei ) and hisfam’l(i/ reflecting thefruits of their labor and their status inthe initial
period of the areas devel opment from the early 18th through md-19th centuries. The
Igaptam J%hn Brewer House thus neets Criteria A B and Cof the National' Register of
istoric P aces.

Lhder the directionof the Geat and General Court inBoston, afewnen net on March 10,

1 728, and again onJuly 25, 1737, tochoose a coomttee of five persons t ol ay out sixty
lots and three public lots i nHousatonic Township No. 1, Tyringham The first public

lot was reserved for asettledmnister, the second for the second settled m nister and
the third for aMll. Thefirst Proprietors Meetingwas held Gctober 6, 1737 at an Inn in
Wt ertown, Massachusetts. For twelve years thereafter, theoriginal Proprietors conducted
meetings on a Bi-annual basis i nVWtertown, Véstborough, Wrcester, and V&l tham The
denand for |ots was greater than expected, however, for seven nore |ots were voted by the
Acts & Resol ves of the General Court, and i n 1738 the Proprietors added seven nore nanes

to thelist of Proprietors. The conmttee nade their report and presented plans and
specifications tothe prospective settlers; each settler had topresent a bond to the
General Court and agree to "build and furnish a dwelling house upon hislot, 18feet
square with a 7 foot stud" andwithinfive ?/ears "toinprove five acres either by

plowing or nmow ng or planting sanew th English grass" and t o reside upon the | ot.

AMII |ot of 75 acres was offered toany nan who woul d build amll inthetownship.

The building of amll was of great inportance for the settlement of the township as it
woul d provide the sawn |unber needed for house construction. Sanuel Bond accepted the
offer, but inanmonth or so changed hismnd. Thonas Slator then assuned t he j ob but
also abandoned i talittle later. The Proprietors consequently decided to nake the offer
nﬁrealttlractive and voted totax each proprietor [j? :10s topay for the construction of
the ml 1.

Encouraged by this action, John Brewer of Hopki n%t on accepted the offer. The Proprietors
voted June 8, 1739, "that M. John Brewer shall have the sawnill | ot containing 75 -
acres, on thecondition that he build a good sawm || and grist mll;" Brewer signedthe
agreenent and took the grant tobuild thesawmll within six months. He further promsed
"to keep i tingood repair and t osaw as cheap for 20 years," and also "tohuild a gLrist
mi |l wthin two and one-half years." 1n1740 he carried a pair of mllstones fromthe

east at hisown expense and built agrist mll as well into thesawmll on the outflow

of Twelve Mle Pond or Brewers Pond (Lake Garfield). The remains of this mll survive
(MC No. 906) behind the Mnterey Village Store (built 1790) i nMnterey Vill age.

Captain Brewer's nane appears i nthe Proprietors Records as being enployed to obtain
lunber for thefirst Meeting House, tonend and repair roads i n Mrch 1740. He vas

.Il ® *



9. Major Bibliographical References

See continuation form.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 2.12 acres
Quadrangle name Monterey, MA 1973 Quadrangle scale 1 :25,000
UTM References
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Verbal boundary description and justification
See continuation form.
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state  N/A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Virginia A. Fitch, Preservation Planner, Massachusetts Historical Commission with
nameftile James N. Parrish. Historic Preservfltinn Plannpr (RHRPr)

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission A November 30, 1983
street & number 294 Washington Street telephone  (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state ANMNocal
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-

665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth bWhe National Park Service,

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

state Historic Preservation Oficer
Massachusetts Historical Commssion date

For NPS use only
| hereby certify that this property is included In the National Register
N

Entered in the
-Yiijirjyjic—\y /o \Murr, LT I_&l opaT Regl St er date

Ceeper of the National RegBter

Attest: date
Chief of Registration
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appointed collector for the proprietors and to the committee to select the first minister
in 1742. In March, 1750, he was selected as part of a committee to lay out a burial
ground, today the Woods Cemetery on Beartown Road. Captain John Brewer and his son, Lt.
John Brewer, provided much of the sawn lumber for Colonial period houses constructed in
Tyringham and Monterey.

Brewer's first dwelling was located on the hill in the Y of the Sandisfield-Monterey
Road, overlooking both the Lake and the Mills. When the Proprietors at a meeting,
August 2, 1744, voted 67 ., "Old Tenor" to fortify said township, "the money was to be dis-

tributed equally towards building three forts (stockades) at the dwelling house of Mr.
John Brewer, Mr. Thomas Slator and Mr. Josiah Watkins." The timbers from "Brewer's Fort"
and house were taken down about 1820 and used in the construction of part of the James
M. Fargo Farm House (Fargo-Bills-Parker-Thorn Farm); likely, this first house was of the
"Regulation House" style prescribed by the General Court.

-o Neoe 9

irt'ySXiCaptain John Brewer constructed a formal L-plan Georgian House, the subject of this
nomination, on the north side of the intersection of the Main Road and the Sandisfield-
Monterey Road. The house displays an architectural form which occasionally appears in
18th century houses throughout Massachusetts and New England. The major distinguishing
feature of this house type is the near equal scale of both main block and ell. Conse-
guently, when viewed from an oblique angle the house appears as one massive square block.
Brewer's house is a particularly fine and well preserved example.
It was in this house that Brewer's son John Brewer was born December 18, 1753 to his wife
Ann. Captain John Brewer died December 31, 1756, age 59. His son married Esther Dowd,
November 23, 1775 and had thirteen children. Lt. John Brewer, as he was called, continued
the mill operations until his death, December 14, 1789; the inventory of the estate was
then valued at 643("s:13 s.:6p. This included a farm of 107 acres with dwelling house and
barn, the saw mill and lot of 42 acres, one-half of two oat lots, 60 acres each, a nineth
p art of a 50 acre lot and part of a pine lot in New Marlborough. The real estate was
valued at 460 <& .
In the distribution of the estate his son John Brewer Il (born September 18, 1778) re-

c eived the farm house and 32 acres. A daughter Ann, born August 29, 17:80, received the
s av mill and lot of 42 acres, the remainder going to other children. When John Brewer Il
died April 5, 1816, the same property was distributed this time to his wife Betsy Brewer.
The property passed out of the Brewer family; a son, Thomas 0. Brewer, sold "all his
right and title to the estate of my honored father John Brewer, late of Monterey," June
8, 1849 to Milton Judd. The next owner was Francis G. Heath who purchased the house
and eighty acres in April, 1875; until 1909 the Heath's operated a summer boarding house.
Arthur R. Wing then owned the property from 1922 to 1930 when it was purchased by Rev.
Thurston Chase. Rev. Chase began and compltited an extensive and sensitively carried out
restoration of the house before selling the house in 1951. There have been five owners
between then and to the present, Mr. Henry J. and Mrs. Ann Makuc. Since 1922 the pro-
perty has been reduced to 2.12 acres.
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Located on its original foundation within a relatively undisturbed historical setting,

the Captain John Brewer House may potentially provide information important to our
understanding of the past through an associated archaeological component. Careful, research
guided archaeological examination of the well, barn foundation, and associated stone
fences as well as of yet undefined resources (e.g., privy deposits, cultural material
scatters, subsurface structural remains of ancillary structures) may be useful in
addressing a variety of anthropological, archaeological, and historical concerns. These

m ay include, but are not limited to, farm configiration, owner status, trade and exdiaige,
and rural lifeways as they changed through time from the mid-18th to lateT20th century.

9. Major Bibliographical References

Ferguson, Harry S.D.; Monterey's 100th Anniversary 1947, Private Printing.

Miner, Julius and Margery Mansfield; New England's Monterey; Berkshire Courier Press, 1948.
Unknown; Monterey Congregational Church History, Private Printing, 1900.

Myers, Eloise; A Hinterland Settlement, Private Printing, 1951.

Tryon, Albert Wallace; Memories of Monterey 1847-1972, Private Printing, 1972.

Vital Records of Tyringham, Massachusetts to 1850, New England Historical and Geneological
Society, Boston, 1907.

Township No. 1 Proprietors Plan, October 12, 1753, Colonial Records and Proprietary

Plans, Middle District Registry of Deeds.

"Administration of the Estate of Lt. John Brewer," No. 1438/1439, Berkshire County
Registry of Probate.

"The Will of John Brewer 2nd," No. 3416, Berkshire County Registry of Probate.

10. Verbal Boundary Description - Book 340, Page 263 and 264, Southern Berkshire Registry
of Deeds

"Beginning at a stone bound set i nthe ground i nor near the northeasterly line of the
s aid h\i/\ghv\ayk whi ch stone bound narks the sout hV\esterI\éacor ner of land now or formerly of
Henry W Eaton; thence along the [ine of land of said Eaton, now or fornerly, North 44
degrees 30 mnutes East 219.9feet toa stake located inthe westernnost corner of |and
owed by Staunton L. Brown; thence South 44 degrees 20 mnutes East 394.2 feet al ong ot her
land of the grantors toa stake i nthe northwesterly line of Eaton Road; thence southwest -
erly on the northwesterly line of said Eaton Road 177 feet nore or less tothe inter-
section of the said Eaton Road and the said highway; thence along said highway in a
northwesterly and northeasterly direction 425 feet noreor less tothe point or place of
beginning. Containing 2 12 acres.

Al'so, hereby conveying a right of access to Lake Garfield, tobeused incomenwththe
rantors and others, over theright of way and right of way down past what i s commonly
nown as | ndian Cave, as shown on a certain nap entitled "Mp of Lake Shore Lots of
Wng and Anderson" recorded i n Book of Myps | page 4 i nthe Southern Berkshire Registry
of Js." Mneterey Assessors Mp Sheet No. 16, Lot No.36 Scale 1'=200" Col e-East Inc. 1962,
The nomnated acreage includes a portion of the land historically associated with the house

as wel| as providing a rural inmediate setting; it also constitutes the property bounds as
t hey Lave ePX|steo| I nce 1922. ’ Property
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Brewer, Capt. Jolin, House
Berksliire County

MASSACHUSETTS Wori<ing No.
Date Due:
Action:

n  resubmission Entered In tEa

» nomination by person or local government « Ifational Eeglster

n owner objection

CZl appeal - . . S
L]
Substantive Review: * sample CZl request appeal
Reviewer's comments:
Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * ves * 1o

7. Description

Condition Check one
excellent || deteriorated unaltered

nil mxl I Iruins EH altered

e fair I 1 unexposed

Describe the present and original (if Icnown) physical appearance

CD summary paragraph

CZl completeness Le
» clarity

CZ| alterations/integrity Ayn , L =d

| |dates

1 Iboundary selection

-rst: lift-,

HB 2B TA

Fed. Reg. DateP™\Jcf

ANAN / N / -

-ACCEPT
.RETURN.

.REJECT.
Federal Agency:

CH NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline

Date

. see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one

original site
moved

date _
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8. Significance *

Period Areas of Significance—Checl< and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph-s ~

CD completeness 03T

e clarity

ni applicable criteria

1Z] justification of areas checked

CZ relating significance to the resource
CZl context

CZ relationship of integrity to significance
CZ justification of exception

» other

9. IVlgjor Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References s ?

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State I-tistoric Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

e Maps
*  Photographs
» other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed- Date Phone:.

Comments for my item may be continued on an attached sheet


















