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1. Name 
historicrCapt*4n Joiinl Brewer ,)liouse -{f^Fef^rred 

'• ̂  ̂  • — 

For NPS use only 

received FEB 2 8 1984 

date entered J 

and/or common "Ledge Gardens" 

2. Location 
street & number jvlain (Rou te 23) N/A not for publication 

city, town ("lonterey Jl/A/iclnity of 

state Massachusetts code 02i county Berkshire code 003 

3. Classif ication 
Category 

district 
X building(s) 

structure 
site 
object 

Ownersh ip 
public 

X private . ,^, 
both 

Publ ic Acqu is i t ion 
u/A in process 

being considered 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
yes: restricted 

A 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 

yes: unrestricted industrial 
. no military 

museum 
park 

X private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Henry J . and Anne M. Makuc 

street & number Main Road 

city, town Monterey N/ A vicinity of state ilassachusetts 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Southern Berkshire Registry of Deeds 

street & number 334 Main Street 

city, town Great Barrington state Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of the Historical Assets ^ ^ ̂  ^ -u. ̂  v 

o f t h e Commonwealth (MHr -4n ) has th.s property been determmed eligible? yes ^ no 

date 197^ federal ^ state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission 

city, town Boston state ilassachusetts 



7. Descript ion Captain John Brewer house, i^ionterev. Hassachusetts 

N/A 
Cpndition 

)L excellent 
. good 

fair 

Check one 
deteriorated unaltered 
ruins X altered 
unexposed 

Check one 
X original site 

moved date 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Captain John Brewer House (1750) is located on the rural Monterey-Otis Road (Route 23) 
historically a major local east-west road, and is set back 25' from a Y intersection witri the 
Monterey-Sandisfield Road. Originally encompassed by a 7o acre mill lot granted by the pro-
pietors to John Brewer, June cs, 1739, today only 2.12 acres remain associated with the house, 
well house, modern garage (non conbributing), original barn foundation and stone fenced 
barn yard. Tnis original 75 acre grant extended north to Lake Garfield and included the 
entire present day village of Monterey. 

A Zh story L-plan building of timber frame construction with two large internal offset 
chimneys rising behind the ridge line of the roof, the house rests on a dry lain stone 
foundation faced with rectangular marble/limestone block and is enclosed with a gable roof 
covered with black asphalt shingle. The structure retains about 80% of its original boards, 
its beaded s i l l board and narrow corner boards. A molded cornice and dentils extend under 
the eaves on the south and east facades. Windows throughout the house possess plain 
surrounds, exterior shutters and original 12/12 sash. 

The south and primary symmetrical five-bay facade is dominated by a handsome, fully developed 
Georgian entry. Centrally located, the entry surround is composed of flanking narrow p i l ­
asters and sidelights with narrow 6/6 sash above panelled plynths supporting a heavy 
entablature with a double pulvinated frieze and dentil lea cornice (photo 1). 

Similar entablatures ca 
spaced so as to divide 
five windows per story; 
center section assymetr 
per story and a small a 
(north and west) retain 
sensitive designed one-
20th century. This is 

p tne tvro secondary entries of the east elevation which are evenly 
the wall into three nearly equal sections. Fenestration consists of 
those in the end sections are arranged symmetrically, ciiose in the 

ically (photo 2). THe north and west gable ends contain one winaow 
tt i c vent window in the gable field. The two major rear elevations 
much of the original fenestration but nave been altered oy a 
story kitchen lean to addition erected in the second quarter of the 
the only major alteration to the building ttiroughout its riistory. 

In plan, the southern anc primary portion of the house exhibits a typical center hall 
one room deep arrangement. All significant decorative interior features remain intact, 
including mantels, panelled chimney breasts, chair rails, wainscoating, and cornices. 
Also, of note is the broad central staircase with original balusters, r a i l , and newel post 
which is square in section with rope moulding accenting the corners. The 13th century 
kitchen is located in the ell and accessed from the east parlor via an entry passage with 
overlighted doors (one with bulls eye panes). Above are three rooms, the largest of which 
was used as a weaving lo f t by Rev. Thurston Chase in the 20th century; he was responsible 
for stabalization and restoration of the house and for construction of tne rear kitchen 
addition. 

. . . ^ . ^ ^ ' ' . \ . . . j f ^ : . . . . . 
'rm 



8 . S i g n i f i c a n c e captain John Brewer House, Monterey, MA 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 _X_ archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 —^agricul ture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 _X_ architecture education military social/ ^ 

_X_ 1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian • ...^ 
X 1800-1899 X commerce X exploration/settlement philosophy theater ' 

1900- communications X-industry politics/government transportation 
invention X- othf r (specify) 

community development 
Speci f ic dates 1750 Bui lder /Archi tect C a p t a i n John Brewer 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Captain John Brewer House retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, and association. I t stands as an extremely well preserved and excellent 
local example of Georgian period domestic architecture. Historically, i t is notable for 
its association with a prominent early community leader and industrialist, Captain John 
Brewei) and his family reflecting the fruits of their labor and their status in the i n i t i a l 
period of the areas development from the early 18th through mid-19th centuries. The 
Captain John Brewer House thus meets Criteria A, B, and C of the National' Register of 
Historic Places. 

Under the direction of the Great and General Court in Boston, a few men met on March 10, 
1 728, and again on July 25, 1737, to choose a committee of five persons to lay out sixty 
lots and three public lots in Housatonic Township No. 1, Tyringham, The f i r s t public 
lot was reserved for a settled minister, the second for the second settled minister and 
the third for a Mill. The f i r s t Proprietors Meeting was held October 6, 1737 at an Inn in 
Watertown, Massachusetts. For twelve years thereafter, the original Proprietors conducted 
meetings on a Bi-annual basis in Watertown, Westborough, Worcester, and Waltham. The j 
demand for lots was greater than expected, however, for seven more lots were voted by the 
Acts & Resolves of the General Court, and in 1738 the Proprietors added seven more names 
to the l i s t of Proprietors. The committee made their report and presented plans and 
specifications to the prospective settlers; each settler had to present a bond to the 
General Court and agree to "build and furnish a dwelling house upon his lot , 18 feet 
square with a 7 foot stud" and within five years "to improve five acres either by 
plowing or mowing or planting same with English grass" and to reside upon the lot. 

A Mill lot of 75 acres was offered to any man who would build a mill in the township. 
The building of a mill was of great importance for the settlement of the township as i t 
would provide the sawn lumber needed for house construction. Samuel Bond accepted the 
offer, but in a month or so changed his mind. Thomas Slator then assumed the job but 
also abandoned i t a l i t t l e later. The Proprietors consequently decided to make the offer 
more attractive and voted to tax each proprietor Ij?. :10s to pay for the construction of 
the mil 1. 

Encouraged by this action, John Brewer of Hopkington accepted the offer. The Proprietors 
voted June 8, 1739, "that Mr. John Brewer shall have the saw mill lot containing 75 -
acres, on the condition that he build a good saw mill and grist mill;" Brewer signed the 
agreement and took the grant to build the saw mill within six months. He further promised 
"to keep i t in good repair and to saw as cheap for 20 years," and also "to build a grist 
m i l l within two and one-half years." In 1740 he carried a pair of millstones from the 
east at his own expense and built a grist mill as well into the saw mill on the outflow 
of Twelve Mile Pond or Brewers Pond (Lake Garfield). The remains of this mill survive 
(MHC No. 906) behind the Monterey Village Store (built 1790) in Monterey Village. ; 

Captain Brewer's name appears in the Proprietors Records as being employed to obtain 
lumber for the f i r s t Meeting House, to mend and repair roads in March 1740. He was | 

• " • * . 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See continuation form. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 2 . 1 2 a c r e s 

Quadrangle name M o n t e r e y , MA 1973 

UTM References 
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Verbal boundary descr ip t ion and jus t i f i ca t i on 

See continuation form. 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state N/A code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
Vi rg in ia A. F i t ch , Preservation Planner, Massachusetts H is to r ica l Commission with 

name/title James N. Parr ish. H is to r ic Preservfltinn Plannpr (RHRPr) 

organization Massachusetts H is tor ica l Commission ^ November 30, 1983 

street & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617 ) 727-8470 

city or town Boston state Massachusetts 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state ^ ^ ^ l o c a i 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth bWhe National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

rth bWhe National Park Service. 

state Historic Preservation Officer 
Massachusetts Historical Commission date 

For NPS use only 

I hereby certify that this property is included In the National Register 
yf ^ Entered in the 

H&tlopaT Register -yjjji/^jyjc—\y /• \^u*r, , r j 

Ceeper of the National RegBter 

date 
r / 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 

iii'iitKni!iii'i'iir 'n 



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018 
<3-82) , Exp. 10-31-84 

f 

United S t a t e s Depar tment of the Interior 
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National Register of Historic P laces 
inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Captain John Brewer House itemnumtaer ^ Page 

appointed co l lec to r fo r the propr ie tors and to the committee to select the f i r s t minister 
in 1742. In March, 1750, he was selected as part of a committee to lay out a bur ia l 
ground, today the Woods Cemetery on Beartown Road. Captain John Brewer and his son, L t . 
John Brewer, provided much of the sawn lumber fo r Colonial period houses constructed in 
Tyringham and Monterey. 

Brewer's f i r s t dwell ing was located on the h i l l in the Y of the Sandisfield-Monterey 
Road, overlooking both the Lake and the M i l l s . When the Proprietors at a meeting, 
August 2, 1744, voted 67 . , "Old Tenor" to f o r t i f y said township, "the money was to be dis­
t r ibu ted equally towards bui ld ing three f o r t s (stockades) at the dwell ing house of Mr. 
John Brewer, Mr. Thomas Slator and Mr. Josiah Watkins." The timbers from "Brewer's Fort" 
and house were taken down about 1820 and used in the construct ion of part of the James 
M. Fargo Farm House (Fargo-Bil ls-Parker-Thorn Farm); l i k e l y , th is f i r s t house was of the 
"Regulation House" s ty le prescribed by the General Court. 

- • ^ • • • »•• . 
irtl'ySXiCaptain John Brewer constructed a formal L-plan Georgian House, the subject of th is 

nomination, on the north side of the in tersect ion of the Main Road and the Sandis f ie ld-
Monterey Road. The house displays an arch i tectura l form which occasionally appears in 
18th century houses throughout Massachusetts and New England. The major d is t inguish ing 
feature of th i s house type is the near equal scale of both main block and e l l . Conse­
quent ly, when viewed from an oblique angle the house appears as one massive square block. 
Brewer's house is a pa r t i cu la r l y f i ne and well preserved example. 
I t was in th is house that Brewer's son John Brewer was born December 18, 1753 to his wife 
Ann. Captain John Brewer died December 31 , 1756, age 59. His son married Esther Dowd, 
November 23, 1775 and had th i r teen ch i ld ren . L t . John Brewer, as he was ca l l ed , continued 
the m i l l operations un t i l his death, December 14, 1789; the inventory of the estate was 
then valued at 643(^s:13 s . :6p. This included a farm of 107 acres wi th dwell ing house and 

barn, the saw mi l l and l o t of 42 acres, one-half of two oat l o t s , 60 acres each, a nineth 
p a r t of a 50 acre l o t and part of a pine l o t in New Marlborough. The real estate was 
valued at 460 <3e. . 
In the d i s t r i b u t i o n of the estate his son John Brewer I I (born September 18, 1778) re-

c eived the farm house and 32 acres. A daughter Ann, born August 29, 17:80, received the 
s aw mi l l and l o t of 42 acres, the remainder going to other ch i ld ren . When John Brewer I I 
died Apr i l 5, 1816, the same property was d is t r ibu ted th i s time to his wife Betsy Brewer. 
The property passed out of the Brewer fami ly ; a son, Thomas 0. Brewer, sold "a l l his 

r i gh t and t i t l e to the estate of my honored father John Brewer, la te of Monterey," June 
8, 1849 to Mi l ton Judd. The next owner was Francis G. Heath who purchased the house 
and eighty acres in A p r i l , 1875; un t i l 1909 the Heath's operated a summer boarding house. 

Arthur R. Wing then owned the property from 1922 to 1930 when i t was purchased by Rev. 
Thurston Chase. Rev. Chase began and compl^ited an extensive and sens i t ive ly carr ied out 
res tora t ion of the house before se l l i ng the house in 1951. There have been f i ve owners 
between then and to the present, Mr. Henry J . and Mrs. Ann Makuc. Since 1922 the pro­
perty has been reduced to 2.12 acres. 
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Located on i t s o r ig ina l foundation w i th in a r e l a t i ve l y undisturbed h is to r i ca l s e t t i n g , 
the Captain John Brewer House may po ten t ia l l y provide information important to our 
understanding of the past through an associated archaeological component. Careful , research 
guided archaeological examination of the w e l l , barn foundat ion, and associated stone 
fences as well as of yet undefined resources ( e . g . , pr ivy deposi ts, cu l tura l material 
sca t te rs , subsurface s t ruc tura l remains of anc i l l a r y structures) may be useful in 
addressing a var ie ty of anthropological , archaeological , and h is to r i ca l concerns. These 

m ay include, but are not l im i ted t o , farm conf ig i rat ion, owner s ta tus , trade and exdiaige, 
and rura l l i feways as they changed through time from the mid-18th to lateT20th century. 

9. Major Bibl iographical References 

Ferguson, Harry S.D. ; Monterey's 100th Anniversary 1947, Private P r in t i ng . 
Miner, Ju l ius and Margery Mansf ield; New England's Monterey; Berkshire Courier Press, 1948. 
Unknown; Monterey Congregational Church His tory , Private P r i n t i ng , 1900. 

Myers , E lo ise; A Hinterland Settlement, Private P r i n t i ng , 1951. 
Tryon, Albert Wallace; Memories of Monterey 1847-1972, Private P r i n t i ng , 1972. 
V i ta l Records of Tyringham, Massachusetts to 1850, New England His tor ica l and Geneological 
Society, Boston, 1907. 

Township No. 1 Proprietors Plan, October 12, 1753, Colonial Records and Proprietary . 
Plans, Middle D i s t r i c t Registry of Deeds. 

"Administrat ion of the Estate of L t . John Brewer," No. 1438/1439, Berkshire County 
Registry of Probate. 

"The Wi l l of John Brewer 2nd," No. 3416, Berkshire County Registry of Probate. 

10. Verbal Boundary Description - Book 340, Page 263 and 264, Southern Berkshire Registry 
of Deeds 

"Beginning at a stone bound set in the ground in or near the northeasterly line of the 
s aid highwayk which stone bound marks the southwesterly corner of land now or formerly of 
Henry W. Eaton; thence along the line of land of said Eaton, now or formerly, North 44 
degrees 30 minutes East 219.9 feet to a stake located in the westernmost corner of land 
owned by Staunton L. Brown; thence South 44 degrees 20 minutes East 394.2 feet along other 
land of the grantors to a stake in the northwesterly line of Eaton Road; thence southwest­
erly on the northwesterly line of said Eaton Road 177 feet more or less to the inter­
section of the said Eaton Road and the said highway; thence along said highway in a 
northwesterly and northeasterly direction 425 feet moreor less to the point or place of 
beginning. Containing 2.12 acres. 

Also, hereby conveying a right of access to Lake Garfield, to be used in common with the 
grantors and others, over the right of way and right of way down past what is commonly 
known as Indian Cave, as shown on a certain map entitled "Map of Lake Shore Lots of 
Wing and Anderson" recorded in Book of Maps I page 4 in the Southern Berkshire Registry 
of Deeds." Moneterey Assessors Map Sheet No. 16, Lot No.36 Scale 1"=200' Cole-East Inc.1962, 
The nominated acreage includes a portion of the land historically associated with the house 
as well as providing a rural inmediate setting; i t also constitutes the property bounds as 
t hey have existed since 1922. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Brewer, Capt. Jolin, House 
Berksliire County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

n resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government « 
n owner objection 

CZI appeal - . • s 

Substantive Review: • sample CZI request 

-rst: lift-, 

Wori<ing No. 
FEB 2 B 198A 

Fed. Reg. DateP^^Jcf , ~  

Date Due: - ^ ^ / ^ / - ^ / / ^ / ^ y 

• • -ACCEPT ^-^f-S^y Action: 
Entered In tEa 
Ifational Eeglster 

.RETURN. 

.REJECT. 
Federal Agency: 

• appeal CH NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

nil good 
• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I 1 unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

EH altered 

Describe the present and original (if Icnown) physical appearance 

CD summary paragraph 
CZI completeness .L • 
• clarity 
CZI alterations/integrity '-'^y^ , . -.J... ... 

I I dates 
1 I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date _ 



8. Significance * 

Period Areas of Significance—Checl< and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph-s ^ 
CD completeness 03 T 
• clarity 
n i applicable criteria 
IZ] justification of areas checked 
CZ relating significance to the resource 
CZI context 
CZ relationship of integrity to significance 
CZ justification of exception 
• other 

9. IVIajor Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References -s ? 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State l-tistoric Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
• Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed- Date Phone:. 

Comments for my item may be continued on an attached sheet 












