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The Wier-McNeeley House stands at the intersection of Eppes Street and Montgomery 
Street in the center of Tazewell, Claiborne County, It is located less than two 
hundred feet from the courthouse and overlooks the court square.

A stone near the top of the limestone chimney bears the date 1830 which is 
probably the time of construction. Built of logs, the house is two stories above 
a limestone foundation and is presently covered with a metal roof. The walls have 
been sheathed with weatherboards, a porch attached to the side, and a pedimented 
frontispiece added to the entrance in this century. An exterior limestone chimney 
rises at the northeast gable end.

In plan the original part of the house shows the then-popular hall-parlor arrangement, 
The stairway rises out of the hall which is also the location of the fireplace. 
Vertical boards of single thickness form the partition between these two rooms. 
In recent years another partition has been added to make a separate enclosure for 
the stairway.

To the northwest of the house a separate log dependency has been joined to the 
original section by framing in the formerly open passage between the two. The 
resulting ell was used for service rooms.

A polygonal cistern cover with lattice sides is located near the west corner of the 
house. A twentieth century garage with compartments for coal and wood stands 
approximately forty feet to the southwest of the house.

The property nominated is the entire tract owned by Dr. Gene McNeeley. The parcel 
measures 158 feet by 95 feet by 153 feet by 94 feet and contains .35 acres.



01 SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD

_ PREHISTORIC

— 1400-1499

— 1500-1599 

_ 1600-1699

—1700-1799 

_?l 800- 1899

—1900-

A

_ ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC

_ ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC

_ AGRICULTURE 
ARCHITECTURE
_ ART 

—COMMERCE

—COMMUNICATIONS

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
_COMMUNITY PLANNING

—CONSERVATION

—ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION

—ENGINEERING

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT

—INDUSTRY

—INVENTION

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

—LAW

—LITERATURE

—MILITARY 

_MUSIC

—PHILOSOPHY

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

_RELIGION

—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

—THEATER

—TRANSPORTATION

—OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES 1830 BUILDER/ARCHITECT James Wier

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

James Wier is identified in records of the local Presbyterian Church as living in 
Tazewell by 1830, which is the year his two-story log house was constructed near the 
courthouse. The building is typical in both plan and construction of the log houses 
of the middle class in northeastern Tennessee in the 1830 period. Once one of a large 
number of such houses to be found in most county seats, the Wier House is the sole 
surviving representative in Tazewell. Most of the other houses of the early nine­ 
teenth century in this town were destroyed when the town was fired during the Civil 
War of have been demolished to make room for modern commercial buildings or parking 
lots.

In addition to its rare survival, the Wier House has the added distinction of being 
a dated log house. This feature, together with its sound condition and uniqueness 
in a commercial section near the courthouse, have combined to stimulate local interest 
in its restoration and preservation.

Over the years the house reputedly has served as an inn, as Tazewell's first Post 
Office, and as a hospital during the Civil War battle for the town1 . It ha's also 
functioned until recently as a residence. Presently it is for sale, and interested 
citizens are trying to acquire it for a museum.
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edge of Harden Street 95' to the east corner of Harden Street and Church Street; thence 
northeast along the southeast edge of Church Street 153' to the south corner of 
Church Street and Montgomery Street; thence southeast along the southwest edge of 
Montgomery Street 94' to the beginning.


