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The Governor Kavanaugh House is a fine example of the fe/feral 
style of architecture. It is a large square wood frame structure of 
two stories with a low hip roof. A low two story ell projects from 
the rear of the house and projecting from this is a small side en­ 
trance structure. To the left of the ell and not connected to the 
main structure or the ell is a carriage house.

Around the eaves is a detailed balustrade and an octagon cupola 
surmounts the roof. Also projecting from the roof on the sides of 
the house are four tall chimneys. The ell also has one chimney. 
Around the cornice is a detailed large dentil molding and below this 
is another strip of finer dentil molding.

The windows on the house are all six over six lights. There 
are eight windows on the sides of the house; four up and four down. 
There are four windows on the first floor facade and five windows on 
the second floor. The fifth, or central window on the second floor 
is a palladian window. It is shuttered and has a louvered fan over 
the central section of the window.

This central window is above the half circle portico which is 
made up of four plain donic columns, above which is an undecorated 
frieze, then dentil molding. The portico is topped with a balustrade.

The main entrance is a single door above which is a simple fan 
light of four panes with a star in the center of the circle. The door 
is framed with half length sidelights of three panes each.

The front of the house is done in matched boards while the sides, 
rear and ell are clapboarded. The whole structure rests upon a granite 
foundation.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Governor Kavanaugh House is both architecturally and historically 
significant. Architecturally it is one of the finest pieces of Federal 
Architecture surviving in the State of Maine. It was built in 1803 by 
James Kavanaugh, an Irish immigrant, and the house remains today in very 
good condition. It did not leave the Kavanaugh family until 1932.

We are very fortunate to know the architect of this house. Many 
times the men who actually designed these houses are lostjn the pages 
of history. The architect of this house was Nicholas, Cpdcl, another 
Irish immigrant. He also designed St. Patrick's Catholic Church at 
Damariscotta Mills (Nat!1 Register, April 23, 1973) and the Moses Carle- 
ton House at Wiscasset [Nat'l Register, January 12, 1973). Nicholas 
Codd also designed the Matthew Cottrill House in Damariscotta. Nicholas 
Codd married Margaret Coffin on September 8, 1800 at Boston, Massachusetts 
He was married by the Rev. Francis Matignon. Nicholas Codd was listed 
as a housewright in the Boston City Directory from 1818 to 1823. Margaret 
Codd, widow is listed in 1825. We have no idea of his age but we know 
he died between 1823 and 1825. In the Newcastle, Maine census of 1810 
we find Nicholas Codd, his wife, and four male children listed. He must 
have been living in Maine shortly after his marriage until we find him 
in Boston again in 1818. Interestingly enough the Rev. Francis Matignon 
who married Codd in Boston was a missionary to Damariscotta Mills where 
the Kavanaughs and Cottrills lived. Father Matignon may have been the 
reason that Codd came to Damariscotta to build St. Patricks and the fine 
residences there.

James Kavarfaugh arrived in Boston in 1780 or 1781 with Matthew 
Cottrill. They were both natives of New Ross, County Wexford, Ireland. 
By 1791 they were both in Newcastle, Maine. They both however, returned 
to Boston to marry Boston girls with the Rev. Francis Matignon officiating

In Newcastle, at Damariscotta Mills, James Kavanaugh invested in 
land and soon became a wealthy lumber baron and shipowner. He built his 
stately mansion in 1803. James Kavanaugh, the builder of the structure 
which is the subject of this nomination, was not the most famous resident 
of this house. It was his son Edward Kavanaugh who became the Governor 
of the State of Maine. v
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

Edward Kavanaugh's political career began in 1826 with his elec­ 
tion to the Maine Legislature. He was a representative to the 22nd and 
23rd U. S. Congress. In his candidacy for the 24th Congress in 1834, he 
was defeated by a Whig candidate from Wiscasset. In 1835, he was appointed 
Charge d 1 Affaire to Portugal by President Jackson. He returned to the 
United States in 1840 and to Maine in 1841. He was elected to the Maine 
Senate in 1842 and 1843. On the resignation of Governor Fairfield on March 
7, 1843, Kavanaugh, who was presidentyof the senate, became the Governor 
of Maine. He died on January 20, 1844.

This house is quite significant to the architectural history of 
Maine and Edward Kavanaugh was an important political figure in Maine his­ 
tory as well as the nation. He was the first Catholic to hold any public 
office in all of New England. He is buried at St. Patrick's in Damariscotta 
Mills, not far from his stately home.
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