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1. Name

historic American Boathouse

and/or common

2. Location

street & number Atlantic A not for publication

city, town Camden vicinity of congressional district First

state Maine code 23 county

name Ken Carl son

code 013

3. Classification
Category Ownership

district public
X building(s) X private

structure both
site Public Acquisition
object L^ _ in process

i° U_ _ being considered

Status
X occupied 

unoccupied
work in progress

Accessible
yes: restricted

X
* 
yes: unrestricted
no

Present Use
agriculture

X commercial 
educational
entertainment
government
industrial
military

museum
park
private residence
religious
scientific
transportation
other:

4. Owner of Property

street & number 303 E. 57th Street

city, town New York, vicinity of state New York

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Coun1:y Registry of Deeds

street & number

city, town Rock!and. state Maine

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title has this property been determined elegible? yes no

date federal state county local

depository for survey records ^ //y

city, town state



7. Description

Condition
excellent
good

X
s* 
fair

deteriorated
ruins

unexposed

Check one
unaltered

X altered

Check one
X original site

moved date

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The American Boathouse of Camden, Maine, built 46 1904 to house a 130- 
foot turn-of-the-century steam yacht, is a remarkable structure, possibly the 
oldest surviving example of its type in the country.

The one-story boathouse is of frame construction with a gable roof and 
shingle siding. It is oriented on a north-south axis, with the south end 
on the harbor fitted with a large doorway. The long sides of the building 
contain 10 bays, each being 6/6 sash.

At the northern end of the structure is a one-story, hipped roof office 
of later date with doorways facing north and west. Fenestration here is 8/2. 
The office extends westerly from the west wall of the boathouse giving the 
full structure an attenuated L-shaped plan.



8. Significance

Period . Areas off Significance — Check and justify below
prehistoric archeoloav-orehistoric community olannina
1400-1499
1500-1599
1600-1699
1700-1799
1800-1899

X 1900-

Specific dates

archeology-historic conservation
agriculture
architecture
art
commerce
communications

1904

economics
education
engineering
exploration/settlement
industry
invention

Builder/Architect <u^os.

landscape architecture religion
law science
literature
military
music
philosophy
politics/government

>^_-^^-^^VJS_T^*^.

sculpture
social/
humanitarian 
theater
transportation

X other (specify) 
Recreation

Statement off Significance (in one paragraph)

The American Boathouse, built in 1904, is one of the oldest if not the 
oldest recreational boathouses in Maine and possibly the country. Used to 
house Chauncy B. Borland's 130 foot yacht, "Maunaloa", it calls up images 
of Maine as a playground of the very rich at the turn of the century - an 
era of massive yachts and opulence and ostentation. Borland's position in 
this social milieu is evidenced by the fact that he bacame the first Commodore 
of the Camden Yacht Club (N. R. 1-11-80) in 1912.

This picturesque structure, more recently used for commercial purposes 
is a landmark on the shore of Camden harbor and vividly recalls an era now 
departed.
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9. Major Bibliographical References ' ^ :̂  rffi

I Prescott, John R., Glimpses of Camdeii.- Newtonville, Massachusetts, 1916.

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property ____ 
Quadrangle name Camden_____ 
UMT References
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Verbal boundary description and justification. t

Assessor's Map #1, Lpt 35

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state .1 ; A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Frank A. Bearck Historian/Robert L. Bradley* Architectural Historian

organization Maine Historic Preservation Commission date July. 1981

street & number 55 Capitol Street telephone 207/289-2133

city or town Augusta, state Maine 04333

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

__ national ** state __ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation anfLRecreatipn Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title

For HCRS use only
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

, "r.lorca in the 
y _____national date

f—.•••. Mm——t^f*^ • **———•———————•——'•"' ' " •**^^"«'""y

keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date
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