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In 1898, a year after his appointment to the federal bench in Indian
Territory, Judge John Robert Thomas bought a 300-foot-square piece of
virgin prairie on what was then the western outskirts of Muskogee, an
unincorporated town of 3,500, On it he built a comfortable frame house
and the routine outbuildings of the day: a barn and stable, servants'
quarters, a shed for coal and wood.

The cistern, which can still be seen on the west side of the house,
was excavated from solid rock, The well serving the house also had to
be cut through rock for most of its 60-foot depth. Judge Thomas had 350
fruit and shade trees planted, the entire plot surrounded by an ornamental
fence,

The Foremans moved into the house in 1905, Changes made over the
years were mostly on the inside and of a minor nature. A fireplace was
added, The attic was finished, largely to accommodate books and papers
that overflowed the downstairs, (The Foremans traveled widely and the
house today is filled with articles from around the world,) Muskogee
spread westward and eventually engulfed their house, But Dr, and Mrs,
Foreman held on to a small, tree-shaded yard that they turned into some-
thing of a bird sanctuary, It remains that today.

The Foremans had no children, After Mrs, Foreman died, the property
was passed on to a niece who, in 1969, willed it to the Oklahoma Historical
Society, The house had been well maintained over the years, Relatively
little effort was required to restore it and the grounds to the way they
were when the Foremans lived and worked there, It 1is open to the publiec,
admission free, 9-5 Tuesday through Friday, 2-5 Saturday and Sunday, The
house is closed Monday.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Few houses anywhere would seem to have a more solid claim on
National Register recognition than the modestly comfortable white frame
cottage occupied for a half-century by Grant and Carolyn Foreman, Among
the top historians the state has produced to date, the Foremans -- an
exceedingly prolific husband/wife team of researchers and writers --
published between them more than a score of books, countless articles in
The Chronicles of Oklahoma and other magazines and newspapers. The house
with its bookcases was their workshop., Owned now by the Oklahoma
Historlcal Society, and open to the public, it is an altogether fitting
memorial to two capable and dedicated historians,

Grant Foreman came to Oklahoma in 1899 as a young lawyer with the
Dawes Commission, then alloting>land to Indian members of the Five
Civilized Tribes. His interest in Indians and Indian history was promptly
kindled and it remained strong throughout the rest of his life., 1In 1903
he became a law partner in Muskogee of Judge John Robert Thomas, a federal
Judge at Large for Indian Territory 1897-1901 and then in private practice)
In 1905 Foreman married the Judge's daughter, Carolyn, The couple lived
with the Judge in what was then the Thomas house until he died in 1914,
remained there until their own deaths -- Grant Foreman in 1953, Carolyn
Foreman in 1967, at the age of 95. From 1920 on he gave up his law
practice, devoted his efforts full time to historical research and
writing, After his death Mrs. Foreman carried on, publishing her last
book at 91,

Foreman's first book was Pioneer Days in the Early Southwest, pub-
lished in 1926, Among his other fifteen volumes are such now standard

reference works as Advancing the Frontier, Indians & Pioneers, The Five
Civilized Tribes, and Indian Removal,

Carolyn Foreman's first book was Oklahoma Imprints, published in
1936, Between them credits in the Cummulative index to The Chronicles of
Oklahoma run to six columns, —

The Foremans traveled widely, (Mrs., Foreman once stated that the
had researched in 113 libraries and institutions throughout the world,
Muskogee remained their home, however, And as their reputations became
increasingly well known, historians, writers, artists, politicians, and
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-- Unpublished Data, Compiled largely by Archivist Rella Looney,
on File at the Oklahoma Historical Society Building in Oklahoma
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No. 8. Significance
Foreman, Grant, Home
many others came to visit them, From 1920 to 1967 the pleasant Thomas-

Foreman House on West Okmulgee Street, with its bookcases inside and
bird-filled gardens outside, was a hub of historical activity in Oklahoma,
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