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The Downing House is rich in decorative features. Outstanding 
is the round corner tower with its finial,. brackets^ dentil and 
^window molding, as well as the different types of shingles. The 
j^ablc is used in the facade three times: over the porch, at: the 
second floor roof line, and on the ajttic dormer. The rich motifs 
on the bargcboards and in the peaks are also repeated. The porch 
abounds x-;ith more of what is often called gingerbread: the columns, 
the balustrade, and.the spindles, at the eaves. On the side of the 
house is still another gable below which is a slanted bay framing 
a round window. The popular bracket and pendant -decoration softens 
the cut-off corners.

The exterior has been unaltered through June 1972, when a fire 
confined to the third floor caused smoke discoloration at that level 
and partially destroyed the roof.

The interior was divided into five apartments many years ago, 
but the original elaborate woodwork and fixtures have remained. The 
recent fire will require considerable construction work, on the 
third floor.
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The following statement has been condensed from ...Gone Tomorrow?, 
a publication on Palo Alto's architect-oral heritage, published in 
1971 by the American Association of University Women, Falo Alto, 
California Branch:

In 1890 Palo Alto was a grain field with five houses. 
The reason for Palo Alto's founding was the founding 
of Stanford University. The early close ties with 
the university were largely responsible for Palo Alto's 
solid origins and consequent growth. The nucleus of 
the new town in the grain field was immediately around 
University Avenue. There were located, what contemporary 
newspapers called the "neat cottages," the homes of the 
artisans and merchants. Sprinkled between were the homes 
of the more affluent, known as "handsome residences." 
Toward the bay were the dairies, orchards, and straw 
berry ranches.

In Falo Alto's first decade there were occasional 
undeveloped blocks even near the center of town. 
T. B. Downing, a member of the first city council 
of Palo Alto and an early member of the school board, 
had one of the largest and most ornate homes in the 
fast-disappearing grain fields, built in 189)4 at 
706 Cowper.

This house is the most outstanding, extant example of the 
Style in Palo Alto. ,.;<\\
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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