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CONDITION

INTEGRITY

Excellent [3J

Altered

Good n Fair Q
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SS restotf&ditered c
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Deteriorated | | Ruins

] Mdved n
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Original Site [X)

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Original Physical Appearance

There were 14....charcoal kilns (bee hives) providing fuel for the 
1 blast furnace. Attached to the blast furnace was casting room.

The Pleasant River was darned creating a head of water and a canal 
brought it near the furnace.

Later a railroad was built to the site.

The community consisted of several homes, a 100 guest hotel and 
photo salon.

Present Physical Appearance

Only one of the "Bee Hives" and the blast furnace tower remain.

They were thoroughly rebuilt in 1966 by Mr. Roland Robbihs, the 
restorer of Saugus and Quincy Iron Works. V.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, fivenfs, Etc.)

In 1843 Moses Greenl4af discovered iron ore on what we know as Ore Mtn. 
(Sebec Island 1940 15' series). The surface limonite was smelted into 
40-150 Ib. ingots or pigs.

In 1845, The Katahdin Iron Works was incorporated, and for about a 
half century "K.I." operated (1890) except for 8 years (1858-73). 
Up to 2000 tons (peak 2350) of raw iron were produced.

From 1873-1890, 200 workers were employed and K.I. had 2 large boarding 
houses, Town Hall, school, post office, company store, photo saloon 
and two farms producing hay for the horses.

10,000 cords of wood were annually consumed to make charcoal for the 
furnace. After 1882, 4000 more cords were needed to fire The Black 
Maria which brought rail transportation to the community, from Bangor.

The integrity of The Iron Works is vouched for in that their script 
was accepted as legal tender as far as Bangor.

With the increased cost of obtaining 10,000 cords of wood every year, 
and the opening of The Mesabi Range ore fields, K.I. had to let its 
fires go out.



Brockway, Marjorie - Katahdin Iron Works, Down East Magazine*
Camden, Me. Oct. 1961, PP. 20-25. 

Eastman, Joel W. - A History of the Katahdin Iron Works, Master's thesis,
University of Maine, June 1965.
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